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and self-sacrifice, going beyond ap-
plause to ensuring they receive fair and 
timely compensation. 

Bless this land we love so much and 
save us from our self-inflicted wounds. 

We pray in Your powerful name. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILLIAMS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

DOD CIVILIAN FURLOUGHS 

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, as you 
and I have discussed, Tuesday morning, 
8,700 employees at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base were unnecessarily fur-
loughed. I have voted every single time 
to fully fund the government, and I 
have opposed this shutdown. This shut-
down is just as harmful to our military 
readiness as sequestration is, which I 
also opposed because it undermines our 
national security. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the Pay 
Our Military Act was passed by this 
Congress and signed by the President 
to ensure our Nation’s uniformed serv-
icemembers and the civilian employees 

that support them would be paid in the 
event of a shutdown. The administra-
tion has chosen to ignore this law and 
force our civilian employees to sit at 
home and go without pay. 

I have written to Secretary Hagel 
and President Obama demanding clari-
fication as to why they have chosen 
not to follow the law and have fur-
loughed these hardworking people. The 
Armed Services Committee is holding a 
hearing to get to the bottom of this 
clear defiance of the law by the admin-
istration. 

It is past time that we get all men 
and women back to work and those 
who work to support our military. 

f 

NATIONAL MANUFACTURING DAY 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the tens of 
thousands of men and women who work 
in one of the fastest growing manufac-
turing regions in America, Houston 
and Harris County, Texas. 

Today is National Manufacturing 
Day. In our district, which covers the 
Port of Houston and the Houston Ship 
Channel, there are over 125 chemical 
manufacturers, refiners and supporting 
facilities, employing over 33,000 people. 

The chemical, oil, and gas industries 
are the new face of manufacturing in 
America. Houston is the energy capital 
of the world and has benefited from 
this energy renaissance taking place in 
Texas and the gulf coast. Houston has 
been the national leader in job creation 
in recent years and was named Amer-
ica’s number one exporting region by 
the Department of Commerce in July 
of this year, sending over $110 billion in 
manufactured exports overseas. 

I proudly stand with America’s man-
ufacturing sector, which is the back-
bone of our Nation’s economy and our 
middle class. I look forward to this 
Chamber taking up legislation this 
Congress to provide the support and 
statutory clarity our manufacturers 
need to continue being the inter-
national leader in innovation and ex-
ports. 

f 

REMEMBERING NATIONAL 
MANUFACTURING DAY 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the essential contribu-
tions manufacturers make to our coun-
try. Manufacturing accounts for 47 per-
cent of national exports and 93 percent 
of exports from my home State of Illi-
nois. In fact, on its own, American 
manufacturing would be the 10th larg-
est economy in the world. 

There are approximately 17,000 manu-
facturing companies creating jobs in Il-
linois, and nearly 25,000 of their em-

ployees work in the 14th District. 
These men and women produce items 
we use every day, like plastics, fur-
niture and food products. Other compa-
nies rely on them for commercial 
printing and creating industries vital 
to industry. 

Colleges in my district have recog-
nized the promise of advanced manu-
facturing and have started programs to 
train the next generation. 

While our economy struggles to 
jump-start on this National Manufac-
turing Day, let’s recommit to protect 
this crucial sector of our economy. 

f 

VOTE ON A CLEAN CR 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, the 
worst-kept secret in Washington, DC, 
is there is a majority in this House to 
pass a clean CR. In fact, this morning, 
a list of 21 House Republican Members 
who said they would vote for a clean 
CR was published. It would end this idi-
otic shutdown that is keeping 800,000 
Federal employees from doing their 
job. 

Unfortunately, a few minutes ago, 
the official Speaker announced that he 
is not going to listen to the will of this 
House. Instead, we’re going to do these 
salami-sliced spending bills. And, in-
credibly, we’re going on recess on to-
morrow through Monday night. 

Well, Monday morning in Stratford, 
Connecticut, thousands of defense 
workers at Sikorsky Aircraft are not 
going to be able to go to work because 
the contract compliance officers from 
the Department of Defense who haven’t 
been on the job for the last week can’t 
certify the helicopter parts and engines 
that allow them to do their work. 

Those layoffs are on this Speaker’s 
head. Those layoffs are on the majority 
party’s head. 

Allow the majority of this House to 
have a vote. There are 21 of your col-
leagues that are prepared to do it 
today, and the President would sign it 
tonight. Those workers could go to 
work on Monday and protect the 
warfighters of this country. 

f 

AMERICA NEEDS TO BE AMERICA 
AGAIN 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, even 
though the President continues to 
bully the House by threatening to veto 
every bill we pass, the House of Rep-
resentatives continues to act on behalf 
of all Americans. 

Yesterday, we passed the Honoring 
Our Promise to America’s Veterans 
Act to fund critical veterans programs 
of the VA and to ensure proper funding 
for National Guard and Reservists. 
Defying common sense, most of my 
Democratic colleagues chose to turn 
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their back on our veterans, National 
Guard, and Reservists. 

Today, we will act again to provide 
immediate funding for a critical pro-
gram that takes care of low-income 
women and children—the WIC program. 
HARRY REID’s Senate has already re-
fused to step forward and provide fund-
ing for sick children, and it would be 
inexcusable for them to not take up 
this legislation. 

HARRY REID’s government shutdown 
continues to last, and there is still no 
sign of willingness to sit down with 
House Republicans to negotiate. Presi-
dent Obama has even canceled his trip 
to Asia; but, Mr. Speaker, I have my 
doubts he will actually use his time to 
continue the important conversations 
that must happen to end this govern-
ment shutdown. 

I urge my Democratic colleagues in 
the House and HARRY REID’s Senate to 
do what’s right for the American peo-
ple and pass these important funding 
bills immediately. America needs to be 
America again. 

f 

END THE SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, in the 
early hours of the morning on Tuesday 
morning, I, along with a number of my 
colleagues, left our offices to walk over 
to the House floor to vote after the 
government had already been shut 
down. We passed on our way a cleaning 
crew who was down to half staff—half 
of her team not here to clean our of-
fices. 

We are not the ones that make this 
Chamber function. Yet we are clearly 
sending home those that do. They’re 
not a line item in a budget. They’ve 
got rent and mortgages to pay, mouths 
to feed, and children to clothe. But be-
cause some of my colleagues have de-
cided that it’s better to shut down this 
government than to provide millions of 
Americans access to safe and afford-
able health care, here we are. 

As you all know, the Affordable Care 
Act was modeled upon the health care 
reform we have already conducted in 
Massachusetts. So it’s worth taking a 
quick look at where that Massachu-
setts health reform stands. 

We have 100 percent of all kids cov-
ered. We’ve got 98 percent of all adults 
covered. We’ve made certain that no 
person is now one bad accident or one 
bad gene away from medical bank-
ruptcy. Regarding cost containment, 
our rates have increased for individ-
uals, and premiums are at a 1.8 percent 
increase this year. 

We need to get this bill done, and I 
ask for your help. 

f 

WHAT AMERICANS WANT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, what the American people 
want from their elected representa-
tives is very much the opposite of what 
this body has been delivering. Ameri-
cans didn’t want this shutdown, but 
here we are. They didn’t want to lose 
the health care plans they have, but a 
very large number will in the future. 
They wanted lower health care costs, 
but insurance rates continue to esca-
late. 

In Pennsylvania, the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program provides 
good-quality, low-cost, market-based 
health care coverage. My constituents 
don’t want their children forced out of 
this program and into Medical assist-
ance, but that’s now happening. 

If the legislative process worked, we 
would have amended the so-called Af-
fordable Care Act’s fatal flaws. If it 
worked, the repeal of the medical de-
vice tax, which has bipartisan support 
in the House and Senate, would have 
been sent to the President’s desk long 
ago. It hasn’t. It remains chained up in 
the Senate leader’s office. 

My constituents know that I don’t 
run all three branches of government. 
They know it’s not my party in the 
White House or in control of the Sen-
ate. Mr. Speaker, what they do expect 
is for me to be their voice in Wash-
ington, to solve problems, fix govern-
ment, and put forward solutions. 

f 

REOPEN GOVERNMENT TODAY 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, every day 
that our Federal Government is closed, 
our economy gets weaker and nec-
essary services that the American peo-
ple depend upon are not available to 
them. 

But what do we get? Rather than 
taking up the Senate-passed con-
tinuing resolution, we get a series of 
bills for PR value that are purportedly 
intended to reopen government, but no-
body is fooled. We know that there’s no 
real intent on the part of the other side 
to reopen government because you 
don’t want to give up your leverage to 
try to defeat or repeal or defund the 
Affordable Care Act. 

You lost in the House of Representa-
tives. You lost in the Senate. You lost 
the campaign for the White House on 
this question. You lost in the Supreme 
Court. If this were baseball, you hit for 
the cycle and you lost all four. 

We know that if these bills continue 
to come to us one or two a day, you’ll 
have the Federal Government reopen 
sometime next spring. Let’s do it this 
afternoon. When we come to this floor, 
you’ll have a chance to vote on a clean 
CR, if you bring it up. 

Let’s reopen government today and 
stop this charade. 

b 1215 

SHUTDOWN 
(Mr. HALL asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, as the oldest 
Member in the history of this body, I 
rise with more concern today for our 
country than ever before. 

Mr. Speaker, I was a Member when 
we had the last shutdown. It spawned a 
balanced budget. Today, unfortunately, 
we have a President and a Senate who 
so far are unwilling to negotiate on a 
budget that will accomplish these same 
goals. 

We need to rein in Federal Govern-
ment, cut wasteful spending, fix the 
Tax Code, protect and strengthen Medi-
care and our national defense, balance 
the budget, and address the harmful 
ObamaCare. And now people tell me to 
continue to object to ObamaCare and 
don’t let up. 

The President needs to give the 
American people the same privileges 
he’s given to big business and small 
business—a 1-year delay and a mandate 
on ObamaCare. 

The Senate rejected all four negotia-
tion attempts proposed by the House. 
The result of their refusal? A shutdown 
of the government. They, with this 
President, shut this government down. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the President and 
Senator REID to work with us on a re-
sponsible budget. We should all work 
toward the same goal: protect the best 
possible opportunity for Americans to 
prosper, the greatest good for the 
greatest number, our children. 

f 

SHUTDOWN 
(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, the 
insistence of some to act irresponsibly 
and shut this government down is dis-
appointing. But more importantly, it is 
harmful to the American people, to 
American businesses, and, if prolonged, 
to the long-term prosperity of our 
country. 

Because of this shutdown, over 800,000 
government workers are furloughed 
and don’t know when they will see 
their next paycheck. In my district, as 
but one example, 2,500 people at Naval 
Station Great Lakes, the Navy’s only 
training facility, have been told not to 
come to work. 

Hardworking people around the coun-
try have been locked out of their jobs 
because some in Congress see fit to 
hold idealogy over good governance. 

I remind my colleagues that we were 
sent here to govern and act respon-
sibly—but at this moment, Congress is 
doing neither. 

The businesses, working families, 
veterans, and seniors in my district 
and across this country cannot afford 
for Congress to continue this game. 
Let’s start putting this country on a 
long-term, fiscally sustainable path 
forward, and let’s do it together. 
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