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who is an FAA safety inspector who
has been furloughed. He has been fur-
loughed, as I mentioned, from his job
as a Federal Aviation Administration
aviation inspector because we have not
been able to keep the government open.

He reached out to me, and I have
here his letter. He reached out to me
and asked that I share his concerns
with all Members of Congress and with
the public at large. He made it clear to
me that he was not here to talk about
or to ask me to minimize the hardship
that is going on in his family. Instead,
he wrote that he wanted to express his
concerns that the aviation inspectors
will not be on the job to ensure the
safety of U.S. travelers.

My constituent, a retired Army offi-
cer, veteran, wanted me to specifically
talk about four safety functions that
are now not being performed by FAA
inspectors under this government shut-
down. First, surveillance of aircraft, pi-
lots, both domestic and foreign repair
stations have been halted, leaving air-
craft maintenance and aviation oper-
ations unchecked.

Second, in-flight cockpit inspections
have been suspended, meaning that
safety inspectors are not in the air
overseeing aircraft, pilots, flight crew-
members, and in-flight operations and
procedures.

Third, ramp inspections are not being
conducted at airport gate facilities.
This is not just here in Washington,
but nationwide. This increases the
probability of risks not being identified
between destination points.

And fourth, even more frightening is
that aviation safety inspectors are not
on duty to respond in the event of an
aircraft accident. How tragic this is.

But the second one even touched me
more. Maybe not more, but certainly
equally as much. This is about a young
lieutenant at a local Los Angeles Coun-
ty police department who has worked
for the past 2 years to be accepted into
the prestigious FBI National Academy.
This 11-week program, which is paid
completely without Federal funds, was
a once in a lifetime opportunity for
him to pursue his dreams and con-
tribute to the safety of our country.

The government shutdown Tuesday,
however, crushed his dreams because
this 11-week program began on Mon-
day. All he wants do is to go to his
classes, but he can’t, because there are
no instructors. They have been fur-
loughed. This program has 212 of the
brightest and most dedicated law en-
forcement officers from 24 countries
and 48 States. If the government does
not quickly reopen, they must go
home, every single one of them.

Mr. Speaker, do not send these people
home. We are witnessing political
brinksmanship in its purest form. The
American people have no time for these
games. And I did not come here to par-
ticipate in unnecessary political
brinksmanship. I came to provide solu-
tions and resolve problems. Instead of
pitting Americans against Americans
using this piecemeal approach that my
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colleagues across the aisle have de-
cided to do to keep the government
open, I urge my colleagues across the
aisle to declare victory, use their own
budget numbers, and vote for a clean
CR that will last until mid-November.
Don’t hold our government hostage
any longer.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN
PERSPECTIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MicA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, just a quick
minute to reflect on the previous
speaker.

First of all, as a former chairman of
Transportation, chair of the Aviation
Subcommittee, if the FAA Adminis-
trator is not ensuring that safety posi-
tions, including inspectors that are key
to safety, that those positions are
filled and manned during this shut-
down, he should turn in his resignation
immediately. I can tell you he has the
discretion to make certain that safety
and our Essential Air Service inspec-
tions are conducted. So this is a game
that’s being played by the other side.

Secondly, the gentleman spoke to a
non-Federal program. There is no rea-
son that any program that’s supported
with private money can’t continue.
We’ve seen this game played this week,
poking veterans in the eye, poking
even minorities in the eye.

If you have been to Washington and
seen the World War II Memorial, it’s an
open space. And to put up barriers, and
to put Park Service personnel out
there to put fences up to prohibit the
public and our veterans from walking
into that open memorial, is an offense.
To do the same thing to the Martin Lu-
ther King memorial is an offense to our
minorities and all Americans.

So this is a game that’s being played.
I have seen it played, you know, just a
short time ago. And it’s good to have
some institutional memory on FAA.
The other side controlled this body.
Now, they controlled the House, the
Senate and the White House in huge
majorities, they could not pass an FAA
reauthorization. They did 20 exten-
sions. During those 20 extensions, you
know what happened? They left all of
our safety policy, they left our ad-
vancements in technology, our Next
Generation air traffic control pro-
grams, all in the lurch. And here they
are talking about a 4-day disruption.
And they did the same thing to me.

I sent over to Mr. REID, after the 20-
some extensions, I sent to him a clean
extension with one caveat: you
couldn’t have Essential Air Service, a
Federal program in which you gave
more than a thousand dollars per tick-
et subsidy. That was offensive to him
because he was giving $3,720 per airline
ticket subsidy. And he held up the leg-
islation for 2 weeks. We had a partial
shutdown of FAA for 2 weeks.

They called me every name in the
book. I was a one-man Tea Party ter-
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rorist cell. The President, I heard him
talking about holding a gun to the
head of the Senate. That’s what they
used against me. They’ve used this be-
fore, they are using it again. They had
an opportunity to do some of these
things, they didn’t.

They couldn’t even pass a budget.
The only reason they passed a budget
this year was we put No Pay, No Budg-
et. All of their 4 years. So let’s look at
the record. How did we get ourselves
into this situation? They spent that 4
years passing a health care bill that
they told us we would know what was
in it after we passed it, and we found
out.

The President 17 times has changed
provisions in it that were in law. He
gave an exemption to business people.
He gave exemptions to his friends. He
changed the law. Many of us wanted to
do away with the law. We know that
has gone into effect. We have asked for
a reasonable approach to negotiate and
change some things that need to be
changed.

Let Members of Congress and the
White House staff and others be subject
to ObamaCare. Let’s have some relief
for individuals for some time. But you
can’t do that if you won’t negotiate. If
you are golfing on Saturday, as the
President was doing, if you don’t show
up for work on Sunday, like the Senate
didn’t do, if you come to work on Mon-
day at 2 o’clock, you don’t get the job
done. And then if you go to the White
House and you don’t sit down and talk
or negotiate, you won’t get it done.

We’re here, we’re going to be here 24—
7, our leadership is committed to stay
over the weekend, next week until we
get it done, until we open the govern-
ment, until we get the finances of this
country as it careens down the path to
possible default. Seventeen trillion,
asking for another trillion of indebted-
ness. From $9 trillion to 17 going to 18,
double it in what—>5, 6 years of this ad-
ministration? Spending out of control,
large government programs that do
need our attention. We need to be re-
sponsible. We need to be accountable.
We need to take any law, whether it’s
ObamaCare or others, and make cer-
tain that our people do have health
care and do the best job possible work-
ing together and compromising.

SHUTDOWN DAMAGES THE
POLITICAL PROCESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. ANDREWS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I say
good morning to our colleagues, and
hope that as we focus on the very real
pain and burden that so many Ameri-
cans are feeling that we can act this
afternoon to alleviate that pain,
whether someone is looking for health
care services from the National Insti-
tutes of Health, or whether they are
troubled by the problems at the FAA
that Mr. LOWENTHAL just talked about,
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or whether they are veterans or a per-
son in our police departments or mili-
tary, that we can alleviate the suf-
fering they are feeling and we can
again have taxpayers receive the serv-
ices for which they are paying by pass-
ing the Senate short-term budget this
afternoon.

It’s pretty clear to me that a signifi-
cant majority of House Members would
vote in favor of that budget. It should
be put on the floor. If I am wrong, it
will fail. But we will have a vote. I
think I'm right. I think the bill will
pass, the government will reopen, and
the shutdown will end. That’s the way
we ought to proceed. If a majority of
this House believes that that’s the
right thing to do, the majority should
be given the chance to vote on that
particular piece of legislation.

I hope we can also focus on the long-
lasting damage that’s being done to the
way we govern our country by what
has happened here. I want to say from
the outset that I feel strongly that the
Affordable Care Act is a good thing for
our country. I really do believe that
that’s going to do many good things for
our country. But I completely respect
and admire those who have a com-
pletely different opinion.

I know that there are many Members
of this Chamber, and many people in
our country who believe that the Af-
fordable Care Act is very bad for our
country. They would like to see it re-
pealed. They believe it will do harm to
the country. I respect and admire their
zeal and their passion. This is the es-
sence of the democratic process. We are
fortunate to live in a country where
when we disagree over something we
resolve our disagreements with voting,
with elections, with peaceful and civil
processes.

But when that peaceful and civil
process protects the rights of those
who have lost an argument, as frankly
those over the Affordable Health Care
Act have, when it respects your right
to continue to come back and pursue
your views over that argument, you
also have to respect that process in re-
turn. And grave damage is being done
to that process because of this practice
of threatening a shutdown of the entire
government, in fact causing a shut-
down of the entire government, and
now threatening a default on the coun-
try’s obligation to pay its bills by
tying the health care debate to the ex-
tension of the Federal debt ceiling.

And I want you to think about what
is happening here. The health care leg-
islation came to this floor and passed.
It went to the Senate floor and it
passed. The President signed it. It was
challenged in the United States Su-
preme Court. The United States Su-
preme Court said it complied with the
Constitution. We had an election a lit-
tle less than a year ago, where one can-
didate promised that the very first
thing he would do would be to repeal
the law, and the other candidate prom-
ised he would implement the law. The
candidate who wanted to repeal the law
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lost, lost in the Electoral College by a
substantial margin, lost the popular
vote by about 51 to 47 percent.

That does not mean that those who
agree with Governor Romney have to
abandon their efforts and try not to re-
peal the law. The democratic process
says they have at their means every le-
gitimate mechanism to try to win the
next time around. That’s part of the
beauty of American politics, there is
always a next time around. But it is
not a legitimate means to shut down
the entire government of the United
States because you lost the last time
around.

Let me draw some analogies here.
Virtually everyone on our side believes
passionately that the Senate immigra-
tion bill, which would provide legal
status to 12 million people, the vast
majority of whom are decent, tax-
paying, hardworking people who are
benefiting the United States, we be-
lieve passionately that that bill should
become law. Sixty-eight Senators
voted for that law. It has never been
put to a vote on the House floor. We
feel passionate that should become law,
but we did not threaten to shut the
government down if we didn’t get a
vote on that. It looks like we may lose
that argument. If it doesn’t come to a
vote, we are not going to shut the gov-
ernment down because we can’t get our
way.

A huge majority of people on our
side, a huge majority of the American
people, if you believe the polls, believes
that there should be a background
check before someone can buy a gun.
Before a wife beater or a terrorist can
buy a gun, there ought to be a back-
ground check that says whether they
can buy one or not. Again, we are dam-
aging the political process by this, and
we shouldn’t do it.

O 1100

INTELLECTUAL CONSISTENCY
FROM THE LEFT NEEDED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, this
is one of those moments where you
come to the floor—I am unscripted—
and I want to sort of share something
from the heart that actually has real-
ly, really disturbed me watching this
debate over the last few days.

I am from Arizona and I like to say I
am a friend of Gabby Giffords, and I
have known her for a very long time.
Do we all remember 3 years ago when
this House came together, when my
media in Arizona and the media across
this country said, whoa, maybe it is
time to actually take a step backwards
and reflect on our use of language, re-
flect on our tone, reflect on our civil-
ity.

Yet look what you have heard over
the last two or three days, over this
last week. I have a President that got
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behind the microphones and was lit-
erally talking down the stock market,
asking why hasn’t it gone down. I have
one of the heads of the intelligence
services fearful that the intelligence
service officers are bribable now be-
cause some are on furlough. I have had
Members come to the microphone right
off to the side of me here and use lan-
guage like ‘‘terrorist.” The White
House has stood behind the use of the
language of ‘‘gun to the head.” You
want to talk about something that is
offensive? And this is to all my broth-
ers and sisters here in Congress and for
the blogs and the reporters and the po-
litical operatives around this country,
you are better, we are better than this.

A good example is you just heard the
Representative from New Jersey come
to the microphone. I can only say nice
things about his tone. He made his ar-
gument in a rational, constructive
way. We have different views of the
world. There was none of the flailing of
the hands and the screaming into the
microphone. And you have to start to
take a step backwards and wonder, why
the theater, why the viscousness and
the theater coming from the left.

I hope we don’t look back a month
from now and find out that some of
this was about money, fund-raising,
the politics of cash; because the reality
is this argument is actually pretty
darn simple. Those of us on the con-
servative side believe we have and we
have reached out over and over. And if
you really want a solution, and this is
to Senator REID, send over some Mem-
bers to that conference committee. Put
them in a room and let them start
talking.

I am from that view of the world that
a big deal is healthiest for the country;
but then I will hear language like, well,
we are heading toward the debt ceiling
and you are going to default. Anyone
that says that is looking you in the
eyes and lying to you, either that or
they don’t own a calculator. You have
got to understand the math. This coun-
try takes in 18 percent of GDP in taxes,
and we pay out 2 percent in debt cov-
erage. And in 2014 we have, what, $1.6
trillion in refinancing.

The fact of the matter is any way
you ladder the model, we are never,
ever, ever—and I am also quoting Bill
Gross from a couple of days ago—we
are never never, ever, ever, it is im-
plausible that we won’t make our in-
terest payments. You have $3.1 trillion
we are going to take in in tax revenues.
We are going to spend about $3.7 tril-
lion. So using language like, well, we
are going to default, has the left de-
cided that they are hungry to scare the
markets, hungry to scare the world
debt markets, and is this how you le-
verage politics?

Look, I understand we have different
views. I actually believe the Affordable
Care Act, ObamaCare, is part-timing
America, is destroying so many peo-
ple’s opportunities. But I also do be-
lieve we do have to come up with solu-
tions and continued solutions for pre-
existing conditions for someone with
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