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have a difference of opinion of how we
came to this point.

Mr. MORAN. I suspect we have an
agreement that what we need to do is
to pass a clean CR, and that fixes the
whole problem so we don’t have to do
these little bills one after the other.
That’s what we need, a clean CR.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I would
encourage all my Members to support
this to keep our national parks open so
that the families and their children can
enjoy these national parks, and we will
work on the rest of the government,
trying to make sure that we get it open
and get around this Democratic shut-
down of the government.

Mr. Speaker, I urge this bill’s pas-
sage, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Idaho (Mr. SIMP-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the joint resolution, H.J. Res.
70.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS RESO-
LUTION, 2014

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 71) making
continuing appropriations of local
funds of the District of Columbia for
fiscal year 2014.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. 71

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled,

SEC. 1. This joint resolution may be cited
as the “‘District of Columbia Continuing Ap-
propriations Resolution, 2014,

SEC. 2. (a) The District of Columbia may
expend local funds under the heading ‘‘Dis-
trict of Columbia Funds” for such programs
and activities under title IV of H.R. 2786
(113th Congress), as reported by the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives, at the rate set forth under
“District of Columbia Funds--Summary of
Expenses’ as included in the Fiscal Year 2014
Budget Request Act of 2013 (D.C. Act 20-127),
as modified as of the date of the enactment
of this joint resolution.

(b) Appropriations made by subsection (a)
are provided under the authority and condi-
tions as provided under the Full-Year Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2013 (division F
of Public Law 113-6) and shall be available to
the extent and in the manner that would be
provided by such Act.

SEC. 3. Appropriations made and authority
granted pursuant to this joint resolution
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shall cover all obligations or expenditures
incurred for any project or activity during
the period for which funds or authority for
such project or activity are available under
this joint resolution.

SEC. 4. Unless otherwise provided for in
this joint resolution or in the applicable ap-
propriations Act for fiscal year 2014, appro-
priations and funds made available and au-
thority granted pursuant to this joint resolu-
tion shall be available until whichever of the
following first occurs: (1) the enactment into
law of an appropriation for any project or ac-
tivity provided for in this joint resolution;
(2) the enactment into law of the applicable
appropriations Act for fiscal year 2014 with-
out any provision for such project or activ-
ity; or (3) December 15, 2013.

SEC. 5. Expenditures made pursuant to this
joint resolution shall be charged to the ap-
plicable appropriation, fund, or authoriza-
tion whenever a bill in which such applicable
appropriation, fund, or authorization is con-
tained is enacted into law.

SEC. 6. Appropriations made and funds
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this joint resolution may be used
without regard to the time limitations for
submission and approval of apportionments
set forth in section 1513 of title 31, United
States Code, but nothing in this joint resolu-
tion may be construed to waive any other
provision of law governing the apportion-
ment of funds.

SEC. 7. It is the sense of Congress that this
joint resolution may also be referred to as
the ‘“Provide Local Funding for the District
of Columbia Act’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CRENSHAW) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SERRANO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on House
Joint Resolution 71, District of Colum-
bia Continuing Appropriations Resolu-
tion, and that I may include tabular
material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I bring to the floor
today a continuing resolution which is
narrow in scope and allows the District
of Columbia to spend their own funds.

As some of the Members may be
aware, some may not be aware, due to
the city’s unique status as a Federal
city, Congress must appropriate their
locally raised funds before the city can
spend them.

And despite the multiple attempts by
the House of Representatives to fund
the Federal Government, we’re here in
day one of a government shutdown.
This continuing resolution provides
that the District of Columbia, it gives
them their funds through December 15,
under the same terms and conditions
that they have under the spending bill
in 2013.

So passing this bill today will allow
the Appropriations Committee time to
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negotiate a full year’s funding bill with
the Senate.

Now, the District of Columbia has
passed their own fiscal year 2014 budg-
et. The Mayor presented a budget to
the city council. The city council de-
bated that. The city council approved,
and the city’s independent chief finan-
cial officer certified the budget as bal-
anced.

So, therefore, the District’s locally
raised funds should not be withheld
from them during this current Federal
shutdown. This disagreement that the
Republicans and the Democrats are
having over Federal spending shouldn’t
stop the District from using its own lo-
cally raised funds like any other city
in America.

The District is currently using re-
serve balances to stay open. However,
we can’t expect the District of Colum-
bia to deplete all of its cash reserves to
make up for the Federal Government’s
inability to pass a Federal budget.

We’ve got school teachers out there,
we’ve got policemen, we’ve got fire-
men, we’ve got garbage collectors,
we’ve got librarians, we’ve got all these
city employees, and they’re paid with
D.C. local funds, and they should ex-
pect to be paid for their services. The
citizens of the District of Columbia,
they shouldn’t suffer because Congress
and the administration can’t agree on
a budget.

So this continuing resolution fulfills
our responsibility under the law to ap-
propriate the District of Columbia
their local funds.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
this resolution, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I rise, reluctantly, to oppose this bill.
While, of course, we support freeing up
D.C. to spend its own local funds, a pol-
icy we’ve asked to be made permanent,
this is a sham of a process and a fake
bill designed by the Tea Party, for the
Tea Party, and of the Tea Party.

It’s not a sudden concern or awak-
ening to realize that D.C., this morn-
ing, needed all this help. My God, to
those of you who’ve been around for a
while, you know that I’ve made an ap-
propriations career out of telling peo-
ple to treat the District of Columbia
with respect.

And all of a sudden, as part of its
continuing attack on ObamaCare, your
party comes up now and comes with a
piecemeal approach to a major issue.

Instead, it’s part of a strategy to try
to draw attention away from the legis-
lative hostage-taking which is hurting
people around the Nation.

Additionally, I would be remiss if I
did not point out that this bill con-
tinues an unnecessary and harmful
rider that prevents the District of Co-
lumbia from expending its own funds,
its own funds, on abortion services. No
other State in the Nation has such a
restriction.

Although, I repeat, I support D.C.
being able to spend its own money, I do
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not know why this is the only portion
of the Financial Services and General
Government Appropriations Sub-
committee bill being considered to
date.

I must tell you, and I don’t know how
my leadership will feel about this
statement, but I've got to give you
credit, because just when I thought you
had run out of gimmicks to bring to
the floor, this one takes the cake, a
piecemeal approach of three bills that
do not speak to any resolution of any
issue.

Many agencies under our jurisdiction
have suffered, or will suffer, dev-
astating problems as a result of the Re-
publican Federal Government shut-
down; but you’re doing nothing about
those agencies in this bill.

The Republican shutdown has forced
the Small Business Administration to
furlough almost two-thirds of its work-
force. This has forced the agency to
shutter almost all of its loan programs
for our Nation’s small businesses, in-
cluding loan programs for veterans,
women-owned small businesses, and
small businesses located in underserved
areas; but you’re not saying anything
about that in this bill.

The Federal defenders currently have
enough funding to continue operations
for a couple of weeks. However, once
that time is up, they will be unable to
fulfill their constitutional duty to up-
hold the Sixth Amendment rights of
criminal defendants; but you don’t
speak to that at all in this bill.

The CPSC has been cut from 540 em-
ployees—Ilisten to this. The Consumer
Product Safety Commission has been
cut from 540 employees to 22, making it
difficult for the agency to perform its
duty of fully reviewing thousands of
different kinds of products. This will
clearly increase the risk to the public,
but we don’t speak to that.
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The IRS, the agency that always
takes the biggest hit during this period
of time, has been forced to let go most
of their workforce, preventing the
agency from providing taxpayer assist-
ance to those who have questions, ex-
amining questionable tax returns, or
even to accept paper tax filings. The
IRS brings in the vast majority of our
Nation’s revenue. The Republican shut-
down is harming our ability to pay our
bills.

All of these agencies need and de-
serve a continuing resolution so they
can perform the many functions of gov-
ernment that remain essential to
American consumers, investors, tax-
payers, and small businesses.

Let me try to save you some time.
Some of you newer folks will get up
and say: Oh, my God, you are attacking
the District of Columbia. No one, ex-
cept for Ms. NORTON, has a clearer
record on supporting the District of Co-
lumbia. I have said often enough on
this floor that having been born in an
American territory called Puerto Rico,
I take very seriously how I look at and
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the respect that I have for the District
of Columbia. But this is a joke. This is
simply another approach at trying to
get around the real issue, which is we
need to bring a clean CR to the floor,
and we will continue to push for that.

I urge a ‘‘no”” vote on this bill when
it comes for a vote, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I'm
just surprised to hear my friend say
it’s okay that the citizens of the Dis-
trict of Columbia suffer just because
Congress can’t figure out how to fund
the government.

With that, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. ROG-
ERS), distinguished chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I thank
the chairman for yielding me this
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this legislation to keep the District
of Columbia operating as usual while
Congress works to sort out its fiscal
differences. I have to admit I'm really
surprised to hear my good friend from
New York—and we are good friends—
oppose this bill.

This bill provides for the District of
Columbia to use its money to provide
the services that we all enjoy in this
Capital City. I can’t believe the gen-
tleman would oppose this bill. This is a
clean funding mechanism, nearly iden-
tical to what was included in the ini-
tial clean continuing resolution I in-
troduced on September 10.

This legislation gives the District ac-
cess to local funding at the current an-
nual rate of $6.8 billion until December
15 or until full-year appropriations
have been signed into law. This funding
is solely local and does not come out of
the Federal coffers. These funds will
support critical District programs that
its people rely on—law enforcement,
safety, schools, and other essential mu-
nicipal activities. I can’t believe that
I'm hearing opposition to this from
that side of the aisle—or any side of
any aisle.

This legislation will help clean up
one portion of the difficulties caused
by a shutdown, and it makes one more
critical next step toward reopening the
entire Federal Government. Let me say
again that on this side of the aisle we
offered to the Senate three or four dif-
ferent propositions to keep the govern-
ment operating. They turned them all
down.

Finally, last night we said: Okay, if
you won’t agree to any of these provi-
sions, let’s at least form a conference
committee between the House and Sen-
ate, as is the usual process, which is
time honored. Let’s just meet in the
rotunda, House and Senate conferees,
and work out the differences that we
have. That’s what we’ve done around
here in the past. The Senate said: No,
we don’t even want to talk to you. And
so here we are. When the Senate said
we won’'t talk, the shutdown took
place, triggered by the Senate’s refusal
to even talk to Members of the House.
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We’ve got to keep our eyes on the
prize—and that’s providing each and
every agency, program, and depart-
ment with full-year, updated appro-
priations, and ending this shutdown as
soon as possible.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker,
much time do I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York has 15 minutes
remaining.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. LOWEY), the greatest State
in the Union, the ranking member of
the Appropriations Committee.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the Republican shut-
down. Of course we support funding for
the District of Columbia, but the House
has not had that opportunity because
Republicans couldn’t even put the fi-
nancial services bill on the floor. Why
is resuming services in D.C. now more
important than extending funding for
Head Start or childcare assistance
across the country?

Funding one budget item at a time
while hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans are on furlough and losing pay is
no way to fulfill our constitutional re-
sponsibility to keep the government
running or to grow our economy. The
bill we are considering now is nothing
more than a Republican ploy. It would
not be necessary if Republicans had not
been so reckless throughout the budg-
etary process, forcing us into a shut-
down.

We could end the Republican shut-
down today if the majority would only
allow a vote on the Senate-passed bill
to keep the government running, which
includes the funding levels that Repub-
licans support and would be signed by
the President.

The House majority apparently can’t
take the heat from the fire they lit, so
now they have put forward this reck-
less political attempt to shift blame
for the Republican shutdown. Ending
the shutdown couldn’t be more simple:
stop playing games; pass the reason-
able bill the Senate and the White
House have already agreed to.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I just want to remind folks that we
could have avoided this shutdown if the
Senate had passed the first resolution
we passed them. That would have
avoided a shutdown. If they had passed
the second continuing resolution, that
would have avoided a shutdown. If they
had passed the third continuing resolu-
tion we passed to them, that would
have avoided the shutdown. If they
would agree to sit down and talk, we
might even find a way to end this shut-
down.

But I just hope everybody remembers
that for Republicans, the last thing we
want to do is be shut down. We go it.
We would like to sit down and talk.
But the arrogance of the United States
Senate says we can’t even talk.

how
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With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

It’s very interesting to hear my col-
league, Mr. Speaker, speak about that.
I wish we had recorded him—maybe we
have—how many times Mrs. LOWEY got
up during appropriations meetings and
said, Let’s go to conference. In fact,
once, she said it in Spanish, just to
please me. That’s how serious it’s been.

All of a sudden, the big cry on the
Hill is, Let’s go to conference. But let’s
not really go to conference. Let’s just
go to conference and do what we want
to do and not what should be done.

I yield to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. KILDEE) for a unanimous con-
sent request.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the House
bring up the Senate amendment to H.J.
Res. 59, the clean CR that would end
this Republican shutdown.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request until it has been
cleared by the bipartisan floor and
committee leaderships.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. EsTY) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the House bring up
the Senate amendment to H.J. Res. 59,
the clean CR that would end this Tea
Party government shutdown.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs.
KIRKPATRICK) for a unanimous consent
request.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
unanimous consent that the House
bring up the Senate amendment to H.J.
Res. 59, the clean CR that would end
this reckless government shutdown.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, point of
order. At what point does this become
dilatory activity inconsistent with the
decorum of the House?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair is prepared to entertain proper
unanimous consent requests.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
think it’s ever dilatory for Members of
Congress to speak.

I now yield to the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoONAMICI) for a unanimous
consent request.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the House
bring up the Senate amendment to H.J.
Res. 59, the clean CR that would end
this unnecessary government shut-
down.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
KELLY) for a unanimous consent re-
quest

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that the House
bring up the Senate amendment to H.J.
Res. 59, the clean CR that would end
this ridiculous Republican government
shutdown.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DANNY K. DAVIS) for a unanimous con-
sent request.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the House bring up the Senate amend-
ment to H.J. Res. 59, the clean CR that
would end this Republican government
shutdown.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. CARTWRIGHT) for a unanimous con-
sent request.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the House
bring up the Senate amendment to H.J.
Res. 59, the clean CR that would end
this Republican government shutdown
because Congress needs to do its job
and put thousands of dedicated govern-
ment workers back to work.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

The Chair will recognize Members for
proper unanimous consent requests,
but not speeches.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
BARBER) for a unanimous consent re-
quest.

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the House
bring up the Senate amendment to H.J.
Res 59, the clean continuing resolution
that would end this unconscionable
government shutdown.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from the
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), a
person who we all know has been a
champion on behalf of not only the Dis-
trict, but all areas of our country.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend from New York.

This debate is already heartbreaking
to me. Every time I hear the District of
Columbia mentioned in the same
breath with other appropriations on ei-
ther my side of the aisle, you are cast-
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ing this city precisely where it cannot
be cast—as just another Federal appro-
priation.

This is a living, breathing city, and
the notion of holding up our budget
under any circumstances or not distin-
guishing between the District of Co-
lumbia appropriations—a local budget
and not one of your 12 appropriations;
a local budget—and the other budgets
is breaking my heart. It puts me in an
impossible position.

O 1800

I have a greater number of Federal
employees than any part of this region.
And of course, because I must support
this piecemeal approach, when it
comes to this D.C. continuing resolu-
tion, I'm leaving them behind. Well,
what am I to do? What would you do if
your local budget were here? Would
you mention it in the same breath as
the HHS budget, or the Labor Depart-
ment budget, or the VA budget?

I was here when there was a piece-
meal approach, and it was painful.
After the District was shut down for 1
week, I went to Speaker Newt Gingrich
and I said, please don’t do that again
for the District. There were CRs and
there were bills, but each and every
time Newt kept the District open after
that. So I’'m asking, keep the District
open. Don’t dare compare us to your
appropriations.

I understand the resentment on my
side about what is being done here, but
carry out your resentment without
putting us in the position of a thing,
nothing but another piece of federal ap-
propriation that you have something
to do with. It’s $8 billion in local
money, not one dime of Federal money.
It shouldn’t be here. If it’s here, every-
body in this Chamber ought to be doing
everything that you can to get it out of
here.

One hundred twenty Democrats
signed my letter—and I thank each and
every one of you—to the leadership to
say: Free the District budget; don’t
close the city down. What the mayor is
doing now is cobbling things together,
a piecemeal approach of his own. With
contingency funds, he’s keeping the
District of Columbia government run-
ning. But that’s going to run out in a
few days. When it does, my friends,
guess what happens? We can’t appro-
priate a dollar, even if he declares that
D.C. employees are all essential, with-
out running into the Antideficiency
Act. So we face default on our con-
tracts because apparently neither side
can tell the difference between a city
and an appropriation of a Federal Gov-
ernment. I ask you, please, do not
leave us in that position.

This resolution only keeps us open
until December 15. How pitiful. So we’ll
be back again begging and pleading?
It’s on the floor now only because I
have begged and pleaded the majority—
and yes, I thank you, Mr. Chairman,
the chairman of our committee. Yes,
that’s what I've done, to say please
bring it any way you can, bring it to
the floor.
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I lived through a shutdown of the
District of Columbia once. What makes
this most frustrating to me today is
that we have worked hard, and now
have bicameral, bipartisan support for
shutdown-avoidance legislation for the
District of Columbia. The President
put it in his budget. The chairman of
the full committee, Mr. ISSA, has a bill
that would keep the District from
shutting down and go even further. The
Appropriations Committee deferred to
the authorizers, but said it believed
that shutdowns hurt the District of Co-
lumbia. And the Senate appropriation
bill has shutdown-avoidance language
in it for the District of Columbia.

No Member has come to the floor to
justify closing down the District, and I
do not believe there is a Republican or
a Democrat that wants to shut down
the District of Columbia.

So yes, when the time comes to vote,
there are going to be three bills. I am
asking you to distinguish between the
other appropriations and ours so that
you know the difference between a city
with its own money and a Federal ap-
propriation. Please vote to keep the
District of Columbia running until De-
cember 15.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I'd
like to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA), the
distinguished chairman of the Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight Com-
mittee.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, if I could
yield my time to the gentlelady from
the District of Columbia, she would
probably say these words better than I
can. But ELEANOR, thank you; thank
you for your impassioned speech.

Mr. Speaker, the District of Colum-
bia is different. Every Member, who in
just a few minutes will vote on this
piece of legislation, has the right to
vote because we are from States. And
every State in the Union is continuing
to collect revenue and spend it as we
fiddle.

Here in the District of Columbia, it is
different. The District of Columbia is
the only place here in the United
States in which full citizens—undeni-
ably citizens of the United States, with
every right and privilege, including
voting in every Presidential election—
find themselves shut down if we don’t
pass a budget, if we don’t pass appro-
priations.

Now, I heard the gentleman from
New York, regrettably, lump in this
bill with his opinion as though all
three were the same. First of all, this
is not a Tea Party bill. This is a bill in-
spired by both the majority and minor-
ity, under Ms. NORTON’s leadership, to
come up with a solution similar to
what we came up with 17 years ago for
the District. This is also inspired by a
similar bill that is sitting in the Sen-
ate that wants to accomplish the same
thing.

This is not Tea Party. As a matter of
fact, the easiest thing to do, if you
want to be strident, would be in fact to
shut down the District. But every one
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of us who knows that, back home, our
States and our cities continue to oper-
ate with their own funds knows that we
have an obligation to allow the Dis-
trict of Columbia to spend their own
funds.

I want to thank the chairman of the
subcommittee, Mr. CRENSHAW, and the
chairman of the full committee for
bringing this quickly to the floor.

Some months ago, we passed H.R.
2793, which would address this on a per-
manent basis, finding a way for—any-
time this happens—the District of Co-
lumbia to continue spending its own
money, and to plan their budget
around the possibility that they would
be offering jobs to teachers and so on
during a time different than our budget
year. I hope to have that bill on the
floor in the reasonably near future.

But today, Delegate ELEANOR
HOLMES NORTON, Chairman DARRELL
IssA, Ranking Member ELIJAH CUM-
MINGS, and all of us on the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform
have already voted for this and more.
And the Senate has supported this and
more.

So you’re not looking at the same as
the other bills. Not one penny of appro-
priated funds actually is being deter-
mined today. We’re talking about the
money from the parking meters. We’re
talking about the money from property
taxes. We're talking about the work
that Mayor Gray and the city council
do every day like the mayors of our
city.

I talked to the mayor today, and he
said: I don’t know what you’re going to
do, but please do something. Mayor
Gray deserves to have his funds over-
seen—because it’s a Federal city? Yes.
But kidnapped? No.

This is a narrow bill; it is not what I
want to achieve for the District of Co-
lumbia. But it is in fact what gets us
from now to December.

So I ask my friends on both sides of
the aisle—and I will work my side of
the aisle, and ELEANOR, I know you’re
not leaving the floor on this one—we
have to pass this overwhelmingly be-
cause we’re talking about the same
right to spend their own money as
every city in America has, every coun-
try in America, and every State in
America. And as Americans, we can do
no less for the people of the District of
Columbia.

Mr. SERRANO. I yield 3 minutes to
my colleague from New York (Mr.
MEEKS).

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, the
politricks have to stop. The politricks
have to stop.

Today, I looked at one of my leading
New York papers and this is the head-
line. This is what they are thinking of
this House. The politricks have to stop.
The divide and conquer mentality has
to stop.

Why is it politricks? Look at what’s
really taking place here today and has
been taking place over the last few
days. We should be just, as other Con-
gresses have done, passing a clean CR
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bill so that we can continue the gov-
ernment moving. But what do we do?
We bring up issues that have nothing
to do with the continuing resolution.

The first trick: repeal the Affordable
Care Act. The second trick: delay the
Affordable Care Act. The trick after
that: delay the individual mandate.
Then next you hear something: end the
medical device tax. Then the next
thing is: go to conference—something
that Democrats have been asking for
on budgetary issues since April. And
now this piecemeal approach.

It’s politricks, folks. It’s divide and
conquer. It’s trying to take key issues
from key individuals and make them
decide whether you want to go this
way or that way. It’s making individ-
uals try to decide in the Federal Gov-
ernment who is more important than
the others.

You’ve got individuals working in
the same divisions; some won’t get
paid, others will get paid. It’s a divide
and conquer mentality that could de-
stroy the Nation. This Nation is sup-
posed to be one together. United we
stand. Don’t divide this country. Don’t
pick winners and losers. Send all of
Americans back to work.

Eight hundred thousand did not work
today. Don’t just pick a few and say
you should go back to work. All of
them should go back to work. They are
all American citizens.

Let all of Americans free. Don’t hold
them in bondage, don’t keep them
back. Free them all. Don’t go piece by
piece. They all want the same thing.
Their bills have to be paid.

I have to tell some of mine on my
staff, for example: If you happen to get
sick, you can’t get paid. That’s not
what this country is supposed to be
about.

The world is looking at us. We travel
the world trying to show examples of
democracy every place else, yet we're
undercutting the greatest democracy
in the world today over the last couple
of days. We’ve got procedures that were
put in place by the Founding Fathers.
We are undercutting how they said we
should do it.

Let’s not divide. Let’s bring this Na-
tion back together. Let’s send all of
our workers back to work. Let’s have a
clean CR bill, and let’s vote on that.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 10 minutes re-
maining; the gentleman from New
York has 4% minutes remaining.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SERRANO. I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH).

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Because of the demands of extremists
in Congress, today, in communities
across our country crucial services
have halted. Hundreds of thousands of
middle class employees have been told
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to stay home without pay. All because
Congress has failed to carry out the
most basic of its constitutional du-
ties—to keep this government funded.

The bills we will be considering to-
night will not fix the government shut-
down. I am the first to support our
military men and women and our vet-
erans. Ensuring our citizens have ac-
cess to their national parks is a pri-
ority. And I am a cosigner of the letter
for the gentlelady from the District of
Columbia asking for the city to be able
to continue to be open and do its work.
However, this piecemeal approach will
only prolong a shutdown.

We cannot keep government running
piece by piece. All—not just some—of
my constituents deserve service.

I urge the House leadership to end
the shutdown today by passing the con-
tinuing resolution that was approved
by the Senate, and then get together to
conference on a long-term budget that
reduces deficit reduction and creates
jobs.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, just to
inform the gentleman, I am the last
speaker. We have no further speakers.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ISSA).

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I know I've
already spoken, but as I talked to my
friend, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, the
delegate made an impassioned plea to
me, and it needs to be said.

We need to pass this. We need to pass
this to show that we can in fact—
maybe not agree on everything, maybe
not agree on appropriations, but we
need to pass this because the District
deserves not to be held hostage in our
fight. I will whip every Republican to
vote ‘“‘yes’ on this bill.

I can’t say that I’'m going to inter-
vene in everything that we do, but this
one is important. I would ask all of us
to really search our soul and say: Is the
District of Columbia and their own
funds the place we should be having an
argument, or can we at least admit
that if we get above the fray here
today—the Senate has already gotten
above it.
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A similar bill has already been hot-
lined. This is not where the House and
the Senate disagree and, as a result, it
should not be where we fail to come to-
gether.

I ask all my friends to join with EL-
EANOR HOLMES NORTON and me and pass
this bill.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

This is not an easy time. You would
hate to think that 23 years of agreeing
with Ms. NORTON on the issue of the
D.C. budget and how we should treat
D.C. goes up in smoke in one afternoon.
We have never disagreed, and I know
that starting in about 30 seconds or 1
minute or 2 minutes, we won’t disagree
again.
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But we also cannot be ignorant of the
fact that this is a sham, that this is
part of a trick. It is a good trick; it is
one that sells. In fact, the results may
show that it is one that sells, but it is
still a trick. It is a trick still to get at
ObamaCare on the day that it starts to
take place all over this country. It is
still a trick to keep the government
closed. It is a trick to say that we will
single out certain people, certain
monuments, certain areas, certain
needs, but not others.

It is easy for me personally to say
‘“‘yes’ to this bill on the District of Co-
lumbia. But I also know that in an-
other territory or in another place
without congressional representation,
they had to close down this morning
the WIC offices because there are no
people to be able to run that office. In
other parts that do have representa-
tion, they had to close down areas of
services where people need those serv-
ices.

We know what the game is. I know it
is not easy for some of us to get up and
oppose certain things, but we have to.
We have to because if we continue to
allow the House to be run by a Member
of the other body, we will never get
anywhere. It is funny how much time
we spend among ourselves knocking
the other body, and yet we have a situ-
ation now where a Member of the other
body is telling everybody over here
what to do on one side. That’s the prob-
lem we have.

As painful as this is for me and as
difficult as it will be to stay out of the
way of Ms. NORTON for the next day or
two, I still think that the proper vote
here is a ‘‘no’ vote because we need a
clean CR and we need a full approach,
not a piecemeal approach.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

This is a bill that talks about the
most unique city in our country, the
District of Columbia. It is a Federal
city. It is unlike any other city in the
USA. Because of that uniqueness, we
have to appropriate the local funds
that are going to be used.

The gentlewoman from the District
has made an impassioned plea—a very
clear and reasoned plea—as to why we
need to pass this legislation. There are
school teachers, there are police offi-
cers, there are folks that are picking
up the garbage, there are people that
work in the libraries, and they are
working and they need to be paid for
their services.

We shouldn’t penalize the people of
the District of Columbia because we
can’t come to some conclusion on our
spending bills. We don’t have to be
here, Mr. Speaker. We have had ample
opportunity.

As you know, this House has sent
continuing resolutions to the Senate
not once, not twice, but three times.
Each time the answer was ‘‘no.” Now
we simply ask for a conversation, for a
reasoned discussion, about how we can
end this shutdown. Once again, the an-
swer is ‘‘no.”
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It is disappointing, Mr. Speaker. In
fact, I am sure we are all a little bit
angry, but we’re here. The least we can
do is pass this resolution. It fulfills our
responsibility under the law. It appro-
priates to the District of Columbia the
funds that they have raised locally. It
is the right thing to do, and I urge the
adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak on the House Republicans’ piecemeal
Continuing Resolution to fund the District of
Columbia Government during the shutdown
they inflicted yesterday on our Nation.

This body would do the District of Columbia
a great service by allowing its esteemed and
very knowledgeable Congresswoman ELEA-
NOR HOLMES NORTON a vote in this chamber.

Mr. Speaker, the District of Columbia had
an estimated population of 632,323 in 2012.
The state of Wyoming with 2 Senators and a
voting member of the House of Representa-
tives had a population of 576,412 in 2012.

It is the 24th most populous place in the
United States.

The Washington Metropolitan Area, of which
the District is a part, has a population of 5.7
million, the seventh-largest metropolitan area
in the country.

Perhaps this is the day that members of the
majority decided they wanted to do a little
something for people they could see every
day of the legislative work week. But our job
is to look out for the interest of everyone in
the Nation—those we can see as well as the
hundreds of millions who we cannot see.

Urban areas around the Nation need ex-
actly, or perhaps in some cases more than,
the assistance we would be providing to the
District of Columbia though this CR, but they
will not be helped unless we pass the Sen-
ate’s Clean CR.

The House should take up the clean Senate
Continuing Resolution to fund the entire gov-
ernment.

If we only fund what the House majority
wants then they will have no need to worry
about funding the parts of the government that
they do not like, which includes the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, the De-
partment of Education, the Department of En-
ergy, the Department of Labor, the Social Se-
curity Administration, the Internal Review
Service, the Department of Commerce, and
the Environmental Protection Agency just to
name a few.

Mr. Speaker, negotiation requires honest
compromise and knowing what not to ask the
other party to give up. The majority knows that
the Affordable Care Act is non-negotiable for
the President, the Senate, or the over-
whelming majority of Americans who sup-
ported it in the past and who are supporting it
today by joining the Healthcare Marketplace
health plans.

The clean CR passed by the Senate en-
sures that all the employees of the Federal
Government are paid and that important things
like our parks are open and our children are
fed.

Mr. Speaker, instead of exempting certain
groups and persons from the harm caused by
a government shutdown, we should instead be
focused on reopening the government as soon
as possible.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Florida (Mr. CREN-
SHAW) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the joint resolution, H.J. Res.
71.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

on

————

VETERANS BENEFITS CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION,
2014

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 72) making
continuing appropriations for veterans
benefits for fiscal year 2014, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. REs. 72

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the fol-
lowing sums are hereby appropriated, out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, and out of applicable corporate
or other revenues, receipts, and funds, for
veterans benefits for fiscal year 2014, and for
other purposes, namely:

SEC. 101. (a) Amounts are provided for enti-
tlements and other mandatory payments
whose budget authority was provided in the
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2013 (division E of Public Law 113-6), to con-
tinue activities at the rate to maintain pro-
gram levels under current law, under the au-
thority and conditions provided in the appli-
cable appropriations Act for fiscal year 2013,
to be continued through the date specified in
section 103(3).

(b) Notwithstanding section 103, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or
about the first day of any month that begins
after October 2013 but not later than 30 days
after the date specified in section 103(3) may
continue to be made, and funds shall be
available for such payments.

SEC. 102. Amounts are provided for ‘‘De-
partment of Veterans Affairs—Departmental
Administration—General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration”
at a rate for operations of $2,455,490,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount shall be made avail-
able subject to the authority and conditions
as provided under the Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2013 (division E of Public
Law 113-6) and shall be available to the ex-
tent and in the manner that would be pro-
vided by such Act.

SEC. 103. Unless otherwise provided for in
this joint resolution or in the applicable ap-
propriations Act for fiscal year 2014, appro-
priations and funds made available and au-
thority granted pursuant to this joint resolu-
tion shall be available until whichever of the
following first occurs: (1) the enactment into
law of an appropriation for any project or ac-
tivity provided for in this joint resolution;
(2) the enactment into law of the applicable
appropriations Act for fiscal year 2014 with-
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out any provision for such project or activ-
ity; or (3) December 15, 2013.

SEC. 104. It is the sense of Congress that
this joint resolution may also be referred to
as the “Honoring Our Promise to America’s
Veterans Act”.

This joint resolution may be cited as the
‘“Veterans Benefits Continuing Appropria-
tions Resolution, 2014”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CULBERSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials on House
Joint Resolution 72, and that I may in-
clude tabular material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Throughout human history, when-
ever there has been disagreement in
ages, ages past, that has been settled
with armed conflict. But in a civilized
world, we settle those disputes in an
amicable way under the law.

In this remarkable House Chamber,
we are surrounded by images of great
lawmakers from throughout human
history. It is, I think, incumbent upon
us as lawmakers, as civilized human
beings, to use a little common courtesy
and common sense to find areas of
agreement and set those aside, get
those behind us, and then move on to
those areas where it is more difficult to
find agreement.

In the House of Representatives, the
constitutional conservative majority
in the House has attempted to do so
many times here over the last several
weeks. When it comes to funding the
government, the House of Representa-
tives has sought to do so and, in fact,
has done our job.

In the first week of June, the House
of Representatives passed legislation to
fully fund the Department of Defense.
In the first week of June, the House of
Representatives passed legislation to
fully fund our Department of Veterans
Affairs and Military Construction re-
quirements of our men and women in
uniform around the world.

We also made sure in the first month
of the summer that the House of Rep-
resentatives passed legislation to fully
fund the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and sent that to the Senate as
well. We have even passed an appro-
priations bill to fund the departments
of the government that are responsible
for the Department of Energy and the
Department of Water. That legislation
was also passed out of the House this
summer and sent to the Senate.

It is common courtesy and just com-
mon sense that where you have a dis-
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agreement, you sit down and you work
it out. If you’ve got serious disagree-
ments, you, again, find those areas
where both sides can agree there is
common ground and put those behind
us.
What better place to start, Mr.
Speaker, than with the veterans who
have served our Nation in defense of
our freedom who make it possible for
us to enjoy the prosperity, the liberty
passed on to us by our ancestors. It is
a real privilege for me to serve with my
good friend from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP)
and my colleagues on this sub-
committee for appropriating funds for
the operation of the Veterans Affairs
and Military Construction to be sure
that our veterans receive everything
that they have earned for the sacrifices
they have made on behalf of this Na-
tion.

So we have brought the bill to the
floor today as an obvious area of agree-
ment in support of our veterans to en-
sure that not only are their health ben-
efits taken care of, which under cur-
rent law they are a year in advance,
but we are here today to ensure, to ab-
solutely guarantee, that there is no
interruption to the veterans who are
applying for disability compensation.

We have had a terrible backlog in dis-
ability claims that the committee has
worked together arm in arm in a bipar-
tisan way to ensure that it is fully
funded. We included in our bill, which
was sent to the Senate in the first
week of June, language that would en-
sure that the Veterans Administration
lives up to their own deadlines on han-
dling those disability claims.

But the legislation before us today
would also ensure that veterans receive
on-time compensation for their pen-
sions, for their post-9/11 education
training, and employment assistance.
Again, common courtesy and common
sense compels us to do what is right by
our veterans to find those areas of
agreement.

We bring this bill to the floor today,
Mr. Speaker, in order to ensure that
these veterans are fully protected, that
they have a transition into civilian life
that is as easy as humanly possible,
and that they don’t encounter any
delays as they move into civilian life.

This bill, as the other does, provides
funding through December 15 for VA
disability claims, education, and em-
ployment benefits and provides $2.5 bil-
lion for claims processing to make sure
that we are getting at the claims back-
log.

I look forward to hearing from my
colleague from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP),
and reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This, I believe, is really a fraud. This
is just a part of the simple game that
has been played to justify keeping this
government shut. The proposed rate of
$2.5 billion is the same amount pro-
vided in the House-passed MilCon-VA
bill earlier this summer, which passed
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