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other side has been hijacked by these
extremists, and they’re holding our
government hostage.

It’s time to put the people above poli-
tics. It’s time for the responsible voices
here in Congress to prevail. It’s time
for us to do what’s right for the Amer-
ican people, and end this government
shutdown.

————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN IS
UNACCEPTABLE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, because of the lack of leader-
ship from the President and Senate
Democrats, our government is experi-
encing a shutdown. American families
are faced with smaller paychecks, and
the most vulnerable are being denied
access to necessary government serv-
ices.

The American people should look at
the actions of officials, not words. The
President never planned negotiations,
and Senate Democrats left town during
the crucial weekend of votes. Mean-
while, House Republicans have passed
four different bills to keep the govern-
ment functioning.

Our country deserves better than this
kind of behavior from some elected of-
ficials. It is revealing that Washington
Democrats have refused to sit down at
the table, engage in dialogue, and nego-
tiate a solution.

It is my hope that the Senate
changes course and begins negotiating
with a bipartisan group in the House
who wants to put the well-being of
American families over party politics.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
Happy sixth birthday, Emily Ruth Wil-
son of Naples, Italy.

———
SHUTDOWN

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last night, this United States Con-
gress put more than 800,000 patriotic
Americans out of work indefinitely.
That means 800,000 families may not
pay their mortgage, their car loan, or
their college tuition.

To those Tea Party colleagues who
rejoice in a government shutdown, I
once again quote our mutual friend,
Dr. Seuss. Please listen carefully:

Oh, the places you’ll go! There is fun to be
done! There are points to be scored. There
are games to be won. And the magical things
you can do with that ball will make you the
winning-est winner of all.

Fame! You’ll be as famous as famous can
be, with the whole wide world watching you
win on TV.

Except when they don’t, because some-
times they won’t. I'm afraid that sometimes,
you’ll play lonely games too. Games you
can’t win ’cause you’ll play against you.
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NO OBAMACARE SPECIAL
EXEMPTIONS

(Mr. COTTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COTTON. Regrettably, the gov-
ernment has shut down because of the
stubborn party line votes of the Senate
Democrats.

The House Republicans have acted
reasonably and responsibly to act on
two simple principles: the government
should be funded, and the American

people should get relief from
ObamaCare. We have repeatedly made
reasonable and responsible com-
promises. We couldn’t repeal

ObamacCare, so we offered to defund it.
We offered to delay it for merely 1 year
when the President has delayed so
many parts of it himself, yet the Sen-
ate rejected every one of those com-
promises.

And now we have simply said, if
ObamaCare is such an amazing success
story, then the Members of Congress
and Senators and their staffers should
live under the laws they imposed on
the American people. Yet that is not
enough for the Senate Democrats.
They would rather keep their special
exemption from ObamaCare than keep
the government open.

So when I'm asked, When will the
government reopen? The answer is very
simple: when the United States Senate
puts the national interests ahead of
their personal financial interests.
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TODAY IS A SAD AND SHAMEFUL
DAY FOR OUR NATION

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today is a
sad and shameful day for our Nation.
For the first time in 17 years, our gov-
ernment has been forced into a shut-
down.

This morning, many of our veterans,
seniors, and over 800,000 hardworking
government workers, including as
many as 170,000 from California, woke
up to a new day of great uncertainty.

I'm saddened and terribly dis-
appointed that the Republicans have
chosen this irresponsible path. We get
it: you hate the Affordable Care Act.
But we should not shut down the peo-
ple’s government to sabotage a law
that provides millions of Americans
with affordable health care for the first
time.

It’s also a good day because I'm al-
ready hearing reports from people back
in California that our State’s health
care exchange is off to a great start.
And as a mother, I'm happy and re-
lieved that my own 32-year-old, unin-
sured son finally has access to the
health care he needs.

Keeping the government running is
our most basic responsibility as law-
makers. Let’s end this embarrassment
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today and get back to the business of
the American people, and vote on a
clean bill that will fund the govern-
ment and end this shutdown.

———

END THE SHUTDOWN AND PRO-
VIDE FAIRNESS TO ALL AMERI-
CANS

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama will negotiate with the
Russians, talk to the Iranians; but he
won’t come to Capitol Hill and work
with the duly elected representatives
of the American people.

HARRY REID refuses to work with
House Republicans to end the govern-
ment shutdown and level the playing
field for Americans.

The House has made numerous at-
tempts to delay ObamaCare for the
American people, just like the Presi-
dent has for businesses.

We also want fairness for all and
have voted to strip out Federal con-
tributions for Members, staff, the
President’s Cabinet, and political ap-
pointees. Unfortunately, the Senate
doesn’t care about providing fairness
for hardworking American families.

It’s time for the Senate and the
President to engage in the process and
fight for commonsense solutions for
the American people. The government
shutdown will only be temporary, but
ObamacCare is going to have long-term
consequences that will hurt our econ-
omy.

I urge the Senate and the President
to come to the table, work with the
House Republicans, end the shutdown,
and provide fairness for all Americans.

————
TODAY IS A DISGRACE

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, today’s
the first day of the Republican shut-
down of our government. It’s a dis-
grace. And why?

Because of this obsession with repeal-
ing, weakening or defunding Obama-
Care, a bill that was passed by both
Chambers after full debate, signed by
the President, affirmed by the Supreme
Court, was a central issue in the last
Presidential campaign.

But this obsession with denying mil-
lions of Americans access to quality,
affordable health care has caused our
friends on the other side of the aisle to
shut down the government unless they
get their way on this policy issue.

That’s not how our democracy works.
Our friends have allowed the Tea Party
coalition within their caucus to hijack
our government and shut it down, caus-
ing harm to veterans and seniors and
Federal employees, and stopping the
basic functions of government.

It’s time to end this practice. It’s
time to put the American people first.
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You got exactly what you wanted.
One of the key spokesmen of the Tea
Party, one of our colleagues said, and I
quote:

We’re very excited. It’s exactly what we
wanted, and we got it.

The American people deserve better.

———

FAIRNESS

(Mr. SMITH of Missouri asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today about fairness. Last night,
I sent a letter to our Chief Administra-
tive Officer of the House of Representa-
tives asking that my salary be with-
held during this government shutdown.

Mr. Speaker, Members of Congress
are no better than anyone else in the
State of Missouri or the United States.
Families in my district and across the
country are facing furloughs because
President Obama and the Senate
Democrats refuse to work and cooper-
ate with House Republicans to stop the
negative impact ObamaCare will have
on our economy and our health care
system.

Senate leaders and President Obama
must be willing to work with conserv-
atives here in the House. While our
government is shut down, I'm refusing
my congressional salary because Mem-
bers of Congress should not be treated
any differently than any other Amer-
ican; and I urge every colleague and
every Senator to do the same.

——————

IMPACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Many years ago,
during the last shutdown, my husband
was a Federal employee, and we were
impacted.

My husband used to leave the house
every morning around 5:15, walk to the
bus stop, like so many Federal employ-
ees, catch a bus at 5:30. And my son
would have Cub Scouts maybe at 7, or
some event that night, so he’d try to be
home by quarter of 7.

And then one day, the government
shut down. And I can’t forget the sense
of betrayal there. For all the hard
work, for doing the people’s work, this
is what happened.

And now this is happening again
today to so many. This is just wrong on
every level.

The reason we have shut down the
government is because they don’t like
the law. They don’t like ObamaCare.
They don’t want all the people who
have no insurance to get insurance
today. They don’t want people who
have preexisting conditions now to be
able to get health insurance.

Send us a clean bill. If you really
want to work this out, send us a bill,
take out the ObamaCare, take out the
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part about birth control, take out all
of your special stories there. Give us a
clean bill, and we could pass it today.
But, instead, they want to hold the
American government hostage.

————

THIS IS ABOUT MORE THAN
OBAMACARE

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, the
government is shut down today be-
cause Democrats like HARRY REID and
the President refuse to negotiate. We,
in the House, have sent not one, not
two, not three, but four different
spending proposals to the Senate. All
were rejected without debate, and the
Senate has refused to appoint conferees
to even talk to us about it.

This is now about more than
ObamaCare. This is now a fundamental
debate about how we work in a divided
Congress. Republicans must work with
Democrats. The House must work with
the Senate, and the Congress must
work with the President.

During a Conference Call With Your
Congressman last night that I hosted
in the middle of all of this, Gloria Wil-
son from Corpus Christi said:

You make us feel like we have a voice.

Well, I am the voice of my constitu-
ents, and that’s what we’re doing here
in the House. Compromise and coming
together and doing what’s right for the
country is what the Founding Fathers
intended when they set up two Houses
of Congress and three branches of gov-
ernment.

We, in the House, are ready, willing,
and able to negotiate with the Presi-
dent and the Senate. What we’re not
willing to do is give up our constitu-
tional responsibility as guardians of
America’s purse and voices of our con-
stituents.

——
LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, in
Psalm 118:24 it says:

This is the day which the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

This is a day of rejoicing. The Repub-
lican wrecking ball that was supposed
to take out ObamaCare has failed. It
was a failed idea. It was a bad idea.
And ObamaCare is going into effect
today.

So rejoice. Everyone in this country
now has a chance to have health insur-
ance coverage. We’ve been waiting for
100 years since Teddy Roosevelt first
proposed it. And finally, it’s here.

Newt Gingrich said, If we allow Mrs.
Clinton’s health care plan to pass, the
Democrats will be in for the next 60
years, like they were after we passed
the Social Security Act of 1935.
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Well, folks, that day is here. It’s a
glorious day. Rejoice. You can get your
health insurance.

——————

THE PLOT CONTINUES

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, almost
before we finished our vote on the floor
of the House calling for a conference
committee to address concerns and try
to face each other eye-to-eye, House-
Senate, to come up with a solution, the
phone lines were ringing and a robocall
was sent out: while you were sleeping,
your Member shut down the govern-
ment.

This morning, I went to check and
see how much further this plan had
gone on, that purely said what was
done for the last 2 weeks was political,
to shut down the government, designed
by the Senate Democrat leadership and
the President of our United States.

I went to E-Verify. This is a com-
puter program. E-Verify is unavailable
due to the Federal Government shut-
down. It’s a computer.

The Panda Cam at the zoo was shut
down. That’s a camera. It’s not a Fed-
eral employee.

Mr. Speaker, we offered fairness for
the people of the United States, an op-
tion to make sure that we lived under
the same plan that they do. The Senate
rejected it.

We offered a compromise to go, sim-
ply, to a conference committee and dis-
cuss a plan of a way forward. It was re-
jected.

The plot continues. Political, not
policy, not for the good of this country.

———

BIPARTISAN COOPERATION IS
WHAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
EXPECT

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I associate
myself with the remarks of Mr.
MCDERMOTT. It is a happy day for the
American people because today people
can begin enrolling in the Affordable
Care Act.

Imagine if you were there when So-
cial Security became the law of the
land. Imagine if you were there when
Medicare did—and two of our col-
leagues were, Mr. RANGEL and Mr. DIN-
GELL.

But you are here when the third pil-
lar of economic and health security for
the American people is being put into
place. It’s historic: health care for all
Americans, as a right, not just a privi-
lege for the few. We’ll talk more about
it in the course of the day.

But I come to the floor to really ad-
dress the issue of the government shut-
down, an attempt to hold back the im-
plementation of the Affordable Health
Care Act. It didn’t happen.

But what is happening is that our
colleagues on the Republican side have
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