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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

FAIRNESS FOR ALL 

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on the issue of fairness 
for all under ObamaCare. 

Democrats, working with the Presi-
dent, sought and obtained a special ex-
emption for Members of Congress and 
their staffs from ObamaCare’s onerous 
costs and mandates. This is outrageous 
and insulting to the American people. 

Last night, the House passed legisla-
tion to ensure that Members of Con-
gress, their staffs, and other well-con-
nected political insiders don’t get any 
special carve-outs from ObamaCare. 
It’s a fundamental issue of fairness. 
But the Senate, last night, voted to ex-
empt themselves, their staffs, and 
other political cronies in the White 
House from living under the mandates 
imposed on the rest of the country. 

Time and time again, this President 
has given special breaks to unions, 
campaign donors, and Washington in-
siders. These are breaks he is not giv-
ing to the American people. This is one 
of the fundamental problems of 
ObamaCare. It creates another way for 
the government to pick winners and 
losers. 

INVESTING IN THE NATION’S 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the Rob-
ert S. Pierson is a Canadian freighter 
full of wheat, trying to reach a Buffalo 
business. It’s been stuck in the Buffalo 
River for 5 days because of a broken 
lift bridge, causing economic damage 
throughout the Great Lakes and its 
economy. 

For years, House Republicans have 
chosen policies of austerity, sequester, 
and now, shutdown. They have refused 
to invest in America, and, as the Pier-
son shows, this is catching up to us. 

In a recent interview, World Fuel 
Services Chairman Paul Stebbins de-
cried our lack of investment in infra-
structure, education, and research, 
saying: 

Europe has 10 years of disaster ahead of 
them. China’s a mess, financially. The U.S. 
could be blowing the doors off it, but the 
worst enemy is us. This is self-imposed. So 
shame on us. 

Indeed, shame on us. Shutting down 
the government and playing games 
with our credit is exactly the wrong 
thing to do. Now is the time for bold 
investment in rebuilding the Nation’s 
infrastructure, not brinkmanship. 

f 

LET’S FIND A SOLUTION 

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, I have to say, I’m disappointed 
in the actions of the United States 
Senate this morning by rejecting the 
bill passed by the House last night. 

The bill we passed in the House last 
night would have funded the govern-
ment through December 15 and would 
have provided fairness to the American 
people under ObamaCare. No exemp-
tions, no exceptions. Let’s treat every-
one the same. 

And last night, they not only re-
jected that, but they also rejected our 
call to sit down and resolve our dif-
ferences under the Constitution, which 
makes it clear that if the two Houses 
disagree, that we should sit down and 
discuss and try to resolve those mat-
ters. My goodness, they won’t even sit 
down and have a discussion about this. 

Our country has big problems. Today, 
our government has big problems. The 
only way these problems are going to 
be resolved is if we sit down amicably 
and keep the American people in mind 
and come to an agreement. 

f 

HEALTH CARE NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL AMERICANS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Good news, Mr. 
Speaker; today is October 1, and health 
care in America is now available for all 

Americans. Last night between 1 and 
2:30 in the morning, after leaving this 
floor with a degree of disappointment, 
we went to the Web site. We took a pic-
ture. We saw how extensive and de-
tailed the Web site was for Americans 
to enroll for preventative care, to be 
able to ensure that seniors don’t have 
to pay high costs for prescription 
drugs, to make sure that young people, 
strong young people who believe that 
the world is theirs can be on this Web 
site. It was exciting, because as we 
logged on, it said, We are loaded. There 
are so many people trying to get on to 
be able to access America’s health 
care. 

And you know what, we have the 
ability to debate the health care issue 
while Americans are continuing to ac-
cess it. And we can pass a clean con-
tinuing resolution. That’s a good plan. 

We understand there’s disagreement. 
I respect my good friends. But America 
is excited today. Not only is it my 
brother Michael’s birthday, but it is 
also the day for good health care in 
America. Enroll. The marketplace is 
open. That’s what America is all about. 

f 

OPEN UP THE GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I’m calling 
for the government to reopen. I’m call-
ing for leadership on both sides to re-
solve these issues. The FBI is being im-
pacted. The CIA is being impacted. The 
National Counterterrorism Center, 
which is looking at leads that are com-
ing in to keep this Nation safe, is being 
impacted. The NIH and cancer research 
and Alzheimer’s research is being im-
pacted. People and families are being 
impacted. 

This is bad for America. It’s bad for 
America. Enough is enough. It’s time 
to be leaders. It’s time to govern. Open 
up the government. 

f 

SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call on my colleagues to re-
solve this fight and stop this govern-
ment shutdown. Today, Federal work-
ers across the country, including at 
Dover Air Force Base in my home 
State of Delaware, are being sent home 
without pay. America is better than 
this. Many of us on both sides of the 
aisle are willing to work together to 
find consensus and to focus on solu-
tions. That’s the responsible way to 
govern. 

And I’m convinced that many of my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
don’t want this government shutdown 
either. It’s only a small minority of 
those in the Tea Party who have forced 
this on the American people. But the 
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other side has been hijacked by these 
extremists, and they’re holding our 
government hostage. 

It’s time to put the people above poli-
tics. It’s time for the responsible voices 
here in Congress to prevail. It’s time 
for us to do what’s right for the Amer-
ican people, and end this government 
shutdown. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN IS 
UNACCEPTABLE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, because of the lack of leader-
ship from the President and Senate 
Democrats, our government is experi-
encing a shutdown. American families 
are faced with smaller paychecks, and 
the most vulnerable are being denied 
access to necessary government serv-
ices. 

The American people should look at 
the actions of officials, not words. The 
President never planned negotiations, 
and Senate Democrats left town during 
the crucial weekend of votes. Mean-
while, House Republicans have passed 
four different bills to keep the govern-
ment functioning. 

Our country deserves better than this 
kind of behavior from some elected of-
ficials. It is revealing that Washington 
Democrats have refused to sit down at 
the table, engage in dialogue, and nego-
tiate a solution. 

It is my hope that the Senate 
changes course and begins negotiating 
with a bipartisan group in the House 
who wants to put the well-being of 
American families over party politics. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
Happy sixth birthday, Emily Ruth Wil-
son of Naples, Italy. 

f 

SHUTDOWN 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last night, this United States Con-
gress put more than 800,000 patriotic 
Americans out of work indefinitely. 
That means 800,000 families may not 
pay their mortgage, their car loan, or 
their college tuition. 

To those Tea Party colleagues who 
rejoice in a government shutdown, I 
once again quote our mutual friend, 
Dr. Seuss. Please listen carefully: 

Oh, the places you’ll go! There is fun to be 
done! There are points to be scored. There 
are games to be won. And the magical things 
you can do with that ball will make you the 
winning-est winner of all. 

Fame! You’ll be as famous as famous can 
be, with the whole wide world watching you 
win on TV. 

Except when they don’t, because some-
times they won’t. I’m afraid that sometimes, 
you’ll play lonely games too. Games you 
can’t win ’cause you’ll play against you. 

NO OBAMACARE SPECIAL 
EXEMPTIONS 

(Mr. COTTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COTTON. Regrettably, the gov-
ernment has shut down because of the 
stubborn party line votes of the Senate 
Democrats. 

The House Republicans have acted 
reasonably and responsibly to act on 
two simple principles: the government 
should be funded, and the American 
people should get relief from 
ObamaCare. We have repeatedly made 
reasonable and responsible com-
promises. We couldn’t repeal 
ObamaCare, so we offered to defund it. 
We offered to delay it for merely 1 year 
when the President has delayed so 
many parts of it himself, yet the Sen-
ate rejected every one of those com-
promises. 

And now we have simply said, if 
ObamaCare is such an amazing success 
story, then the Members of Congress 
and Senators and their staffers should 
live under the laws they imposed on 
the American people. Yet that is not 
enough for the Senate Democrats. 
They would rather keep their special 
exemption from ObamaCare than keep 
the government open. 

So when I’m asked, When will the 
government reopen? The answer is very 
simple: when the United States Senate 
puts the national interests ahead of 
their personal financial interests. 

f 

b 1215 

TODAY IS A SAD AND SHAMEFUL 
DAY FOR OUR NATION 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today is a 
sad and shameful day for our Nation. 
For the first time in 17 years, our gov-
ernment has been forced into a shut-
down. 

This morning, many of our veterans, 
seniors, and over 800,000 hardworking 
government workers, including as 
many as 170,000 from California, woke 
up to a new day of great uncertainty. 

I’m saddened and terribly dis-
appointed that the Republicans have 
chosen this irresponsible path. We get 
it: you hate the Affordable Care Act. 
But we should not shut down the peo-
ple’s government to sabotage a law 
that provides millions of Americans 
with affordable health care for the first 
time. 

It’s also a good day because I’m al-
ready hearing reports from people back 
in California that our State’s health 
care exchange is off to a great start. 
And as a mother, I’m happy and re-
lieved that my own 32-year-old, unin-
sured son finally has access to the 
health care he needs. 

Keeping the government running is 
our most basic responsibility as law-
makers. Let’s end this embarrassment 

today and get back to the business of 
the American people, and vote on a 
clean bill that will fund the govern-
ment and end this shutdown. 

f 

END THE SHUTDOWN AND PRO-
VIDE FAIRNESS TO ALL AMERI-
CANS 

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama will negotiate with the 
Russians, talk to the Iranians; but he 
won’t come to Capitol Hill and work 
with the duly elected representatives 
of the American people. 

HARRY REID refuses to work with 
House Republicans to end the govern-
ment shutdown and level the playing 
field for Americans. 

The House has made numerous at-
tempts to delay ObamaCare for the 
American people, just like the Presi-
dent has for businesses. 

We also want fairness for all and 
have voted to strip out Federal con-
tributions for Members, staff, the 
President’s Cabinet, and political ap-
pointees. Unfortunately, the Senate 
doesn’t care about providing fairness 
for hardworking American families. 

It’s time for the Senate and the 
President to engage in the process and 
fight for commonsense solutions for 
the American people. The government 
shutdown will only be temporary, but 
ObamaCare is going to have long-term 
consequences that will hurt our econ-
omy. 

I urge the Senate and the President 
to come to the table, work with the 
House Republicans, end the shutdown, 
and provide fairness for all Americans. 

f 

TODAY IS A DISGRACE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, today’s 
the first day of the Republican shut-
down of our government. It’s a dis-
grace. And why? 

Because of this obsession with repeal-
ing, weakening or defunding Obama-
Care, a bill that was passed by both 
Chambers after full debate, signed by 
the President, affirmed by the Supreme 
Court, was a central issue in the last 
Presidential campaign. 

But this obsession with denying mil-
lions of Americans access to quality, 
affordable health care has caused our 
friends on the other side of the aisle to 
shut down the government unless they 
get their way on this policy issue. 

That’s not how our democracy works. 
Our friends have allowed the Tea Party 
coalition within their caucus to hijack 
our government and shut it down, caus-
ing harm to veterans and seniors and 
Federal employees, and stopping the 
basic functions of government. 

It’s time to end this practice. It’s 
time to put the American people first. 
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