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So you have an opening, my friends,
and the opening and the solution are to
have a CR until November 15. Then we
can address the needs of the American
people. We are looking for solutions
and are prepared to work for the Amer-
ican people right now. Mr. Speaker, put
it on the floor of the House, and let us
vote.

———
SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. SANFORD) for 5
minutes.

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, we are
at a shutdown, which is to say that we
are in a challenging time.

My prayer, I think, is joined by so
many other Republican colleagues for
families that have been affected. It is
something that we very much wanted
to avoid in any way possible. That’s
why the multitude of different options
were offered here by this House to the
Senate, but they were ultimately re-
jected.

I think that the bigger question,
though, in any challenging time is:
What does it mean, and where do we go
from here? In that light, I'd just like to
offer a little bit of context as to what
all of this means and what’s going on.

Quite simply, I'd say that there is
real value—real wisdom—in different
perspectives. I don’t think it’s lost on
any of us as Republicans in the House
that two beats one in the world of poli-
tics. You have here a President who
has said, I'll negotiate with Syrians,
and I’ll negotiate with Putin. You have
HARRY REID, who has been anything
but wanting to work with the Repub-
licans in the House—he has been aw-
fully dismissive—when what Repub-
licans have been trying to say is, Wait
a minute. Let’s pause for just a second.
There is a different perspective that we
are hearing from folks back home on
the implications in the implementa-
tion of so-called ‘‘ObamaCare’ in going
forward.

The first is an issue that, frankly,
has been lost in this whole debate,
which is the constitutional issue on,
ultimately, the balance of power and
the separation of power. Our Founding
Fathers were very deliberate in setting
up a system wherein the Congress was
to create laws; the judiciary was to in-
terpret them with a thumbs up or
thumbs down on constitutionality; and
the executive branch was to admin-
ister. But what you have in this par-
ticular instance is a breach of that sep-
aration of power, because you have a
President that is sort of unilaterally
picking and choosing that which is to
be implemented.

Can you imagine if Bill Clinton or
George Bush were to selectively decide
the way in which the Tax Code might
be implemented? We’re just going to
enforce it on poor folks but not on rich
folks. To a great degree, that’s what is
happening here, and it is a constitu-
tional issue that sets precedent in
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going forward, in essence, on the very
separation of powers as deliberated and
laid out in the Constitution;

Secondly, I think it is a big issue and
worthy of debate because, in this in-
stance, you have 1,200 bigger businesses
that were granted waivers before, ulti-
mately, it was absolved for all large
corporations while individuals were
still stuck dealing with the law. You
had an exemption for Members of Con-
gress but no exemption for individuals
across this country. That idea of selec-
tively implementing, I think, is very,
very dangerous ground because, ulti-
mately, I would say a good part of the
glue that has held our Republic to-
gether for over 200 years has been this
notion of fairness, or equity. People be-
lieve that you may not like some of the
laws, but, ultimately, they were ad-
ministered fairly, evenly. That is not
what is taking place at the onset of the
Affordable Care Act, and I think you
are playing with real dynamite when
you begin to selectively implement a
law.

Thirdly, as has been noted by a num-
ber of speakers earlier, I would say
there are real cost considerations. We
are at something of a tipping point as
a civilization as to what our Nation
can afford, and we are looking at an
awfully big, new bill that will come
with this particular bill.

Fourthly, I would say we are looking
at some real unintended consequences
that, I think, are worthy of the pause,
simply the delay, that if you’re going
to have the selective implementation
of a bill, it warrants the delay of that
bill because, in this case, you have en-
tities as disparate as the University of
Virginia, where I went to graduate
school, or UPS, saying, We are no
longer going to offer health care to
spouses and dependents. You have un-
intended consequences in terms of busi-
nesses cutting employment at 50, or
you look at the number of hours that
one works, saying, Okay, we’re going
to tap you below 30 hours.

There are very serious, unintended
consequences that, again, I think, war-
rant the House’s position of simply
saying, Should we pause for a year
since the President, himself, has de-
cided to give pause to any number of
parts to this bill?

One last thought on context, and
that is that the media would have you
believe that this is a fight of epic pro-
portions, of epic consequences, of epic
nature. In fact, if you look at what has
happened with shutdowns in the past—
and this is in no way to minimize their
effect or the significance of where we
are—there have actually been 17 shut-
downs here over, basically, the last 35
years. I was here for the last one back
in the mid-1990s. If you look at those
17, 12 occurred while Tip O’Neill was
sitting in your Speaker’s chair, Mr.
Speaker. In many cases, it was a Demo-
cratic President with a Democratic
Senate, with a Democratic House,
wherein they disagreed on whether or
not we should produce a nuclear carrier
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or how we were going to fund abortion
or how we were going to fund some
other portion of government.

So I think that what we have here is
a simple disagreement that has ground
to a halt right now, but there is a larg-
er context that, I think, is very, very
important that the Republicans are
trying to advance, which is: how we
move forward in a way that doesn’t
hurt the American public.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate disagrees to the re-
quest for conference by the House on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses
to the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 59)
“Joint Resolution making continuing
appropriations for fiscal year 2014, and
for other purposes.’’.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day. We pray for
the gift of wisdom to all with great re-
sponsibility in this House for the lead-
ership of our Nation.

This is a painful day for many across
our land, and the sense of disappoint-
ment deepens. May those who possess
power here in the Capitol be mindful of
those whom they represent who possess
little or no power, and whose lives are
made all the more difficult by a failure
to work out serious differences.

You know, Lord, what our needs are.
Inspire the Members of this House to
better serve not only their constitu-
ents, but the entire Nation, which
looks with wavering hope to them for
heroic leadership that benefits all.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——————

FAIRNESS FOR ALL

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak on the issue of fairness
for all under ObamaCare.

Democrats, working with the Presi-
dent, sought and obtained a special ex-
emption for Members of Congress and
their staffs from ObamaCare’s onerous
costs and mandates. This is outrageous
and insulting to the American people.

Last night, the House passed legisla-
tion to ensure that Members of Con-
gress, their staffs, and other well-con-
nected political insiders don’t get any
special carve-outs from ObamaCare.
It’s a fundamental issue of fairness.
But the Senate, last night, voted to ex-
empt themselves, their staffs, and
other political cronies in the White
House from living under the mandates
imposed on the rest of the country.

Time and time again, this President
has given special breaks to unions,
campaign donors, and Washington in-
siders. These are breaks he is not giv-
ing to the American people. This is one
of the fundamental problems of
ObamaCare. It creates another way for
the government to pick winners and
losers.
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INVESTING IN THE NATION’S
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the Rob-
ert S. Pierson is a Canadian freighter
full of wheat, trying to reach a Buffalo
business. It’s been stuck in the Buffalo
River for 5 days because of a broken
lift bridge, causing economic damage
throughout the Great Lakes and its
economy.

For years, House Republicans have
chosen policies of austerity, sequester,
and now, shutdown. They have refused
to invest in America, and, as the Pier-
son shows, this is catching up to us.

In a recent interview, World Fuel
Services Chairman Paul Stebbins de-
cried our lack of investment in infra-
structure, education, and research,
saying:

Europe has 10 years of disaster ahead of
them. China’s a mess, financially. The U.S.
could be blowing the doors off it, but the
worst enemy is us. This is self-imposed. So
shame on us.

Indeed, shame on us. Shutting down
the government and playing games
with our credit is exactly the wrong
thing to do. Now is the time for bold
investment in rebuilding the Nation’s
infrastructure, not brinkmanship.

————————

LET’S FIND A SOLUTION

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, I have to say, I'm disappointed
in the actions of the United States
Senate this morning by rejecting the
bill passed by the House last night.

The bill we passed in the House last
night would have funded the govern-
ment through December 15 and would
have provided fairness to the American
people under ObamaCare. No exemp-
tions, no exceptions. Let’s treat every-
one the same.

And last night, they not only re-
jected that, but they also rejected our
call to sit down and resolve our dif-
ferences under the Constitution, which
makes it clear that if the two Houses
disagree, that we should sit down and
discuss and try to resolve those mat-
ters. My goodness, they won’t even sit
down and have a discussion about this.

Our country has big problems. Today,
our government has big problems. The
only way these problems are going to
be resolved is if we sit down amicably
and keep the American people in mind
and come to an agreement.

———

HEALTH CARE NOW AVAILABLE
FOR ALL AMERICANS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Good news, Mr.
Speaker; today is October 1, and health
care in America is now available for all
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Americans. Last night between 1 and
2:30 in the morning, after leaving this
floor with a degree of disappointment,
we went to the Web site. We took a pic-
ture. We saw how extensive and de-
tailed the Web site was for Americans
to enroll for preventative care, to be
able to ensure that seniors don’t have
to pay high costs for prescription
drugs, to make sure that young people,
strong young people who believe that
the world is theirs can be on this Web
site. It was exciting, because as we
logged on, it said, We are loaded. There
are so many peobple trying to get on to
be able to access America’s health
care.

And you know what, we have the
ability to debate the health care issue
while Americans are continuing to ac-
cess it. And we can pass a clean con-
tinuing resolution. That’s a good plan.

We understand there’s disagreement.
I respect my good friends. But America
is excited today. Not only is it my
brother Michael’s birthday, but it is
also the day for good health care in
America. Enroll. The marketplace is
open. That’s what America is all about.

——————

OPEN UP THE GOVERNMENT

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I'm calling
for the government to reopen. I'm call-
ing for leadership on both sides to re-
solve these issues. The FBI is being im-
pacted. The CIA is being impacted. The
National Counterterrorism Center,
which is looking at leads that are com-
ing in to keep this Nation safe, is being
impacted. The NIH and cancer research
and Alzheimer’s research is being im-
pacted. People and families are being
impacted.

This is bad for America. It’s bad for
America. Enough is enough. It’s time
to be leaders. It’s time to govern. Open
up the government.

————
SHUTDOWN

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on my colleagues to re-
solve this fight and stop this govern-
ment shutdown. Today, Federal work-
ers across the country, including at
Dover Air Force Base in my home
State of Delaware, are being sent home
without pay. America is better than
this. Many of us on both sides of the
aisle are willing to work together to
find consensus and to focus on solu-
tions. That’s the responsible way to
govern.

And I’m convinced that many of my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
don’t want this government shutdown
either. It’s only a small minority of
those in the Tea Party who have forced
this on the American people. But the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-12T04:58:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




