October 1, 2013

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MicA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, here we are, the government
has shut down. It’s amazing some of
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle have political amnesia, sort of re-
visionist history. Let’s just look at
some of the facts.

The other side of the aisle, the Demo-
crats, took over in 2008. We haven’t had
a Federal budget since 2008. The only
way we got a budget this year from the
United States Senate was a provision
that the Republicans passed: ‘‘No budg-
et, no pay.” We had to force them by
passing a law and embarrassing them
to pass a budget.

How did we get in this situation? And
this is a very critical financial situa-
tion for the United States of America,
for all Americans. The shutdown is
very unfortunate, but sometimes you
have to take dramatic steps to move
forward. We got in this situation be-
cause the other side—controlling the
House, the Senate, and the White
House in 2008—went on a spending
binge unprecedented in the history of
mankind in any government.

The first year they spent more than
$1.5 trillion more than we took in.
From 2008 to current, we went from a
$9 trillion deficit to $17 trillion; nearly
doubled it in b years—every year spend-
ing out of control.
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We put the brakes on a bit. This is
about funding the government for this
next year that starts today.

In 2 weeks, we will reach the max-
imum limit of the indebtedness of the
United States. We can’t let the United
States become a Greece or a deadbeat
nation. But stop and think, they are
going to ask for another trillion—$900
billion in debt and deficit limits for the
United States.

At some point, you have to say
enough is enough. Now, I Googled last
night to see my comments on the shut-
down. I put in ‘““Mica shutdown.”” Some-
times we forget what has happened.

In August of 2011, I chaired the
Transportation Committee and came
to the floor. The other side had con-
trolled the House, the Senate and the
White House, and they could not pass
an FAA bill. They did 20 extensions
costing millions and millions of dollars
leaving the FAA,—an important agen-
cy—in turmoil.

Finally, I said: Enough is enough. I
sent over an extension to Mr. REID—it
was a clean extension—except it cut
out his $3,720 per airline ticket subsidy.
I am not kidding. In Nevada, one of his
airports was getting $3,720.

So rather than take that, we had a
partial shutdown of the FAA. Recall
that. Just Google it and you will see. I
was called the ‘““Shutdown King.” For 2
weeks they pilloried me. They called
me an ‘‘extortionist.” They said I was
a ‘‘one-man Tea Party terrorist.”” They
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accused me of holding a gun to the
Senate’s head.

We did pass an FAA bill. We got an
important part of our government
working again.

I don’t like to take those tough
measures. We have tried to be reason-
able. None of us on our side of the aisle
voted for ObamaCare. The other side
voted for it, and they told us that we
could read the bill afterwards, and we
would find out what is in it. We found
out what is in it. We tried and we voted
more than 40 times to repeal it. We
tried in a reasonable fashion. We sent
over three times proposals to do some
of the things that even the President
has done, and that is delaying man-
dates. He carved out exceptions for ev-
erybody, except for individuals.

So here we are. They don’t want to
compromise. They didn’t show up for
work on Sunday at all. They came in
yesterday. How would you like to show
up for work at 2 when things are going
to heck in a handbasket and then re-
ject a proposal?

We can’t revise history. We have got
to work together; we have got to get
this done. We have offered a conference
to sit down, and we can get the job
done. Sometimes it is tough.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I take
no pleasure in coming down to the
House floor to talk about the govern-
ment shutting down today.

I represent the metro Atlanta sub-
urbs, Mr. Speaker; and we got a lot of
CDC employees in my district. I know
everybody has got important Federal
functions going on in their district; but
I will tell you what the CDC does is
honest to goodness life and death busi-
ness—serious, serious business. I want
to see the CDC open, I want to see the
CDC funded, I want to see the CDC
making America proud, as it has year
after year.

We have to look at how we got here
today, Mr. Speaker. I have been in Con-
gress 2% years and the sad fact is in
those 2% years there has only been one
time that I felt like the White House
gave two hoots what my constituents
cared about, just one time. That was in
the debt ceiling debate in August of
2011. One time. It was a crisis cir-
cumstance, a crisis like a government
shutdown—the only time the President
came to knock on the door to say how
do you think we ought to handle it,
how do your 700,000 constituents be-
lieve we ought to handle it, how can we
come together and make something
happen? And we did. We came together,
and we made a difference.

Mr. Speaker, I remember coming to
this Chamber as a young man. I sat
over there, I sat right over there in the
gallery, Mr. Speaker. I looked over
there on the House floor and there was
absolutely no one here. I don’t mean
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not many people here, I mean abso-
lutely no one here. I happened to have
the misfortune of being here coming to
see the Congress on a day when the
Congress was not in session. There
wasn’t a thing going on.

Mr. Speaker, where we are now in
2013, where the President’s new posi-
tion is, I will never negotiate, period,
never, ever; where the Senate’s new po-
sition is we do not need to have con-
versations with the House, we have the
President of the United States on our
team and so we never need to nego-
tiate, ever—Mr. Speaker, if that is
what we are going to have here in
America, not only should I take my
Constitution and toss it out the door,
we should just go ahead and turn the
lights off altogether. We shouldn’t have
to have a young man sitting in the bal-
cony wondering why the place is closed
down. We should just go ahead and con-
fess that the reason the House no
longer meets is because the President
no longer cares what the people’s
House has to say.

Mr. Speaker, I hear it over and over
again: it’s the law of the land; we
should follow it. Now, I happened to
hear it in the context of the Presi-
dent’s health care bill. I don’t hear it
in the context of immigration law, for
example, where the President just de-
cides what it is that he wants to do,
and he just goes out and implements it
on his own. I don’t hear it in the con-
text of Federal drug law where the
President decides, do you know what,
these laws aren’t as important as those
laws so I'm just not going to enforce
those anymore. And I don’t hear it in
the context of the President’s health
care bill, Mr. Speaker, for the literally
thousands of exemptions he has al-
ready given to the law because he
knows parts of it are unworkable.

Now, we have to confess, Mr. Speak-
er: America moves in fits and starts.
The pendulum swings back and forth. I
have to give the President credit for
bringing the discussion of health care
in this country to a new place. He abso-
lutely did. He brought attention to
folks who are uninsured who can’t find
insurance. Not only did he bring atten-
tion to it, Mr. Speaker, really we have
created a majority of America that be-
lieves we ought to do something and
solve that problem.

But instead of solving that problem,
the President re-regulated America’s
entire health care industry. There is
not a man or woman in this Chamber,
Mr. Speaker, there is not a man or
woman representing Americans in the
U.S. House of Representatives who
doesn’t have someone in their district
who has lost their health insurance be-
cause of the President’s health care
bill.

If you like your health insurance,
you can keep it, was the promise. Do
you remember the promise, Mr. Speak-
er? If you like your health insurance,
you can keep it. That promise hasn’t
just been broken, that promise has
been virtually erased from America’s
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memory because tens of thousands of
Americans are losing their health in-
surance. There is a headline in the
paper every day, Mr. Speaker.

All we are asking is for the Senate to
sit down with us and let’s try to solve
real problems that real American fami-
lies are really having today. For all the
knowledge that my colleagues have of
these citizens in their districts losing
their health insurance, they’ve prof-
fered nothing, nothing.

We have an opportunity, Mr. Speak-
er, right now before it gets any worse
to do better. We should seize that op-
portunity. We should come together as
our constituents expect us to. We have
offered that hand to the Senate, Mr.
Speaker. I hope they will take it.

——————

UNINTERRUPTED PAY FOR THE
MILITARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to reassure our Nation’s military
members—both Active Duty and Re-
serve in Active Duty status and their
families—your pay and benefits will
continue uninterrupted during this
partial government shutdown.

Anticipating your needs, yesterday
House Republicans introduced—and
Members of both parties and both
Chambers agreed—to pass this bill to
ensure you will not face any economic
hardship during this time of uncer-
tainty in Washington. The President
has signed this bill into law.

According to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, VA trauma counseling
services and hotlines will remain open
for business. Also, all VA medical fa-
cilities and clinics, including vet cen-
ters, will remain fully open and oper-
ational.

Additionally, yesterday, I introduced
a separate bill that expands on our
commitment to our military and na-
tional defense. My bill would provide
uninterrupted pay and benefits to
Guard and Reserve members, Depart-
ment of Defense civilians, and des-
ignated defense contractors.

My bill would also provide the Presi-
dent with the ability to carry out other
vital mnational security priorities,
which could include funding for mili-
tary operations or other national secu-
rity priorities such as intelligence and
homeland security.

Our greatest duty as a Nation is to
our men and women in uniform. We are
grateful for your sacrifice, and we will
do all we can to ensure you are treated
with the respect you have earned and
that you deserve.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, a government shutdown—
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no matter the duration—is a failure on
a part of this institution to fulfill its
most basic function.

The House has voted to fully fund the
government and prevent this shut-
down. The Senate dragged its feet and
refused to pass anything for days.

We have also used every opportunity
to protect Americans from the health
care law’s most harmful provisions.
The Senate leader has been unwilling
to allow an up-or-down vote on even
the most reasonable change.

The law’s medical device tax that is
costing jobs in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania is supported by both Sen-
ators CASEY and TOOMEY and pre-
viously passed the Senate by a bipar-
tisan vote of 79-20. This was part of the
House bill. It was rejected by Senator
REID.

Each and every day I hear from my
constituents about how the health care
law is either harming their economic
situation or impeding access to quality
and affordable care.

There is an appropriate way to con-
duct budget negotiations and that is
through a normal procedure of appoint-
ing a conference committee to work
out the difference. The House did that
last night. We appointed our conferees.
The Senate rejected even that measure
earlier today.

The American people deserve better.
It is time for the Senate leaders to
lead.

——
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today because I just met some of
my constituents who had been to a
wedding and decided to drive to their
Capital, the Capital of the United
States of America. It was good to see
them, good to welcome them, good to
see their smiling faces and their faith
in this Nation.

I think it is important to lay out the
real facts, for some of us who had the
honor of serving in this House and have
seen the previous shutdown for the de-
bate over the last 72 hours might give
the impression that in actuality there
has been no attempt at compromise by
the Democrats or by the President of
the United States.

Let me disabuse you of those horrible
myths. First of all, there are many
Democrats who voted for an ugly term
by the name of ‘‘sequester,”” which
means that it was a ‘‘compromise’ to
Republicans to not shut down the gov-
ernment 2 years ago, to take an ugly
number that has hurt families across
America, that has closed Head Start
seats, that has underfunded major in-
frastructure projects when cities and
counties across America in States have
been crying out and begging for the fix-
ing of the national highway system
long overdue, airports long overdue.
But we accepted this ugly word called
‘“‘sequester’ because the original team

October 1, 2013

of Members again could not find a com-
promise—Republicans and Democrats—
because, again, Republicans were lis-
tening to the far right voices and did
not want the government to operate,
simply did not want a Federal Govern-
ment.

O 1130

So the American people should know
that, right now, we are operating under
sequester—our staffs are furloughed;
we are operating with shortened staffs
when lines of cases are in our offices;
our staffs are being penalized, and their
jobs are to serve the American people,
to answer those phones—the desperate
calls from around the world of con-
stituents who are stranded, of families
who need help for their soldier sons and
daughters or husbands and wives, or of
seniors who need to be helped or to be
straightened out in the confusion of
the Medicare and Social Security sys-
tem sometimes.

That is the work that we do. We
make the government work. But yet,
right now, we are operating under fur-
loughs. The government, itself, is oper-
ating under furloughs, and that’s an
ugly term for some people. ‘“Well, let
the government fall.” I don’t view it as
a government; I view it as people.

So, last night, it looked as if there
were no compromise, but you have to
understand that the last ditch effort of
the Republican Conference was a save
face, knowing full well that they had
every opportunity to stop the shutting
down of the government by supporting
something called a ‘““CR.’”’ There are all
of these acronyms. So, for our con-
stituents who ask, ‘“What is that? What
the heck is it?” it simply means we
would keep the doors open until No-
vember 15, and reasonable men and
women—reasonable minds, constitu-
ents—could have input, and discussions
could be entered into about what are
the pros and cons of running this gov-
ernment, about what is the value of the
government, about how do we meet the
Founding Fathers’ values and the Con-
stitution that said, We formed this
Union to make it more perfect so that
all men—and women, I might add—
would have the right for the great val-
ues of this Nation. But each time over
the weekend, there was one obstacle
after another. One Republican Member
put up a silly amendment about deny-
ing women preventative health care
when dealing with their gynecological
health needs.

I think it is important to be able to
know the truth. They say that the
truth will set you free, and the truth is
that we now have a sense of rebels who
really don’t have a cause, because the
cause should be the American people.

I note that, in my own community, a
base of services of the National Guard
was shut down immediately at mid-
night last evening, or early this morn-
ing. These are the consequences—vet-
eran service centers, Mr. Speaker, sen-
ior citizens not getting Medicare proc-
essed.
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