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AMERICA’S DEBT TAX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, today 
President Obama and Senate Leader 
REID got what they wanted—the Fed-
eral Government is shut down. 

House Republicans made four at-
tempts to avoid a shutdown; all were 
denied a straight up-and-down vote in 
the United States Senate. And now 
they won’t even agree to a conference 
committee to work out the differences 
between the two bodies, per the Con-
stitution. 

Given this ‘‘my way or the highway’’ 
mentality, I want to briefly talk to the 
American people about what to expect 
in a bigger fiscal crisis, our impending 
default on the Federal Government’s 
legal obligations by exceeding our debt 
limit. Without agreement between the 
President and Congress in a few weeks, 
America will default on its obligations 
for the first time in its history. And I 
fear that our President and congres-
sional Democrats will play politics 
with our debt ceiling like they did with 
going with a government shutdown. 

And here are the words of a key play-
er in this debate on increasing our debt 
ceiling. This was a speech in Congress 
on March 16, 2006: 

The fact that we are here today to debate 
raising America’s debt limit is a sign of lead-
ership failure. It is a sign that the U.S. Gov-
ernment can’t pay its own bills. It is a sign 
that we now depend on ongoing financial as-
sistance from foreign countries to finance 
our government’s reckless fiscal policies. 
Over the past 5 years, our Federal debt has 
increased by $3.5 trillion to $8.6 trillion. That 
is ‘trillion’ with a ‘T.’ That is money that we 
have borrowed from the Social Security 
trust fund, borrowed from China and Japan, 
borrowed from the American taxpayers. And 
over the next 5 years, between now and 2011, 
the President’s budget will increase the debt 
by another $3.5 trillion. 

And the cost of our debt is one of the fast-
est growing expenses in the Federal budget. 
This rising debt is a hidden domestic enemy, 
robbing our cities and States of critical in-
vestments in infrastructure. 

Every dollar we pay in interest is a dollar 
that is not going to investment in America’s 
priorities. Instead, interest payments are a 
significant tax on all Americans—a debt tax 
that Washington doesn’t want to talk about. 
If Washington was serious about honest tax 
relief in this country, we would see an effort 
to reduce our national debt by returning to 
responsible fiscal policies. 

Our debt also matters internationally. 
Now, there is nothing wrong with borrowing 
from foreign countries. But we must remem-
ber that the more we depend on foreign na-
tions to lend us money, the more our eco-
nomic security is tied to the whims of for-
eign leaders whose interests might not be 
aligned with ours. 

And finally: 
Increasing America’s debt weakens us do-

mestically and internationally. Leadership 
means that ‘the buck stops here.’ Instead, 
Washington is shifting the burden of bad 
choices today onto the backs of our children 
and grandchildren. America has a debt prob-
lem and a failure of leadership. America de-
serves better. 

I, therefore, intend to oppose the effort to 
increase America’s debt limit. 

Those words were the words of Sen-
ator Barack Obama. Senator Obama is 
now our President. Unfortunately, 
President Obama has forgotten his 
words as a Senator. 

In his first 4 years in office, he added 
more to our national debt than all the 
Presidents combined in the history of 
America. And now, instead of working 
with Congress to fix this debt crisis 
and the drivers of this debt—the enti-
tlement programs, our President is de-
manding a naked increase in our debt 
ceiling. 

Mr. President, the government did 
not have to shut down today. Mr. 
President, America does not need to go 
into default. Work with us, please. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF 
THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 
well, today is a historic day in our 
country. Despite a Republican-led gov-
ernment shutdown that was completely 
unnecessary, we are celebrating the 
opening of the Affordable Care Act or, 
as I affectionately call it, ObamaCare. 

You know, after almost 100 years of 
fighting to expand universal access to 
health insurance coverage in the 
United States of America, in 2010, Con-
gress finally passed, the President 
signed, and the Supreme Court upheld 
ObamaCare as the law of the land. And 
starting today, Americans will be able 
to learn about the health plan choices 
and the financial assistance that is 
going to be available to them. An army 
of in-person assisters have been trained 
and stand ready to help Americans un-
derstand their options and enroll in 
coverage that best meets their needs. 

Americans can go to healthcare.gov, 
or in Illinois, where I’m from, 
getcoveredillinois.gov is up and run-
ning. 

Now I have heard from colleagues on 
the other side, all these scare things 
about how terrible ObamaCare is going 
to be for the country and for individ-
uals. Let me read to you some con-
stituent letters that I have received. 

This is from Gayle Weiss. She says: 
I was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis 

in 1997 and have consistently been denied af-
fordable insurance since that time. 

I am so excited that our President has 
taken steps to help all Americans with ac-
cess to health care. It’s so fitting that to-
morrow is my 59th birthday, and what a fan-
tastic birthday gift. Finally, I won’t have to 
worry about losing everything I’ve worked so 
hard for if, God forbid, I suffer a catastrophic 
health issue. No one should have to risk 
their future for something they have no con-
trol over, like illness. 

I heard from David Zoltan. He is 34 
years old. This is what he writes: 

One week before Lehman Brothers went 
under, I was laid off from my job at the time 
and spent the next 2 years without health in-
surance. As a diabetic, the scariest thing in 
the world is to go without health insurance. 

Insulin averages around $100 to $120 per bot-
tle, and I need approximately three bottles 
each of two kinds of insulin every month to 
live. I had to rely on my doctors to help me 
apply for any charity care program we could 
find or beg for the very medicines I needed to 
survive on a daily basis. Even so, I had to 
visit the hospital emergency room several 
times just to get insulin when my doctors 
couldn’t get me free medication. 

ObamaCare gave me the preexisting condi-
tion plan pools as a lifeline until better solu-
tions were available. 

ObamaCare has done so much for me, and 
I’m proud today to see the beginning of the 
largest expansion of health care in my life-
time. There will be problems to fix, but we 
are America. We will fix these problems. We 
will give the precious necessity of health se-
curity to our citizens. We will prevail. 

And then I also heard from Eva 
Strobeck. She said: 

I used to get insurance from my husband, 
who retires in January. I am one of those 
people for whom it is impossible to get insur-
ance independently. I have three illnesses. 
ObamaCare makes it possible to get insur-
ance at an affordable rate, which I cannot do 
without. My psychological medications 
alone cost about $5,000 per month. I can’t 
survive without ObamaCare. It must be fund-
ed by Congress. 

So I want to say that this effort to 
defund something that will bring life-
saving health care to millions of Amer-
icans, about 30 million Americans who 
either have to go bankrupt, who have 
to pay exorbitant prices, or simply 
have to do without health insurance, 
who would be against that? Are there 
going to be glitches in the program? Of 
course there are. 

Medicare part D had news article 
after news article talking about the 
problems of this health benefit for the 
elderly. Let’s get on with it and pro-
vide health care for all Americans 
starting today. 

f 

THE UNSUSTAINABLE PATH OF 
OUR BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, we are 
here this morning. Many in the Nation 
have questions about how we arrived at 
this point. It’s not that complex. Dif-
ferent people across the country elect 
people to represent their viewpoints. 
Even across my own State, the view-
points vary widely. I probably rep-
resent five or six different demo-
graphics, different economic engines, 
different needs. We are sent here to 
make decisions, to make hard deci-
sions. 

One of the toughest things that the 
Nation faces right now is that we are 
on an unsustainable path in our United 
States budget. Those are not my words. 
They are the words of a specialist, the 
economist that we hired to tell us such 
things just last week, notating that 
what we’re doing is not sustainable. 

The one side, I recognized their view-
points, that they should provide more 
for more people. Other viewpoints are 
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that we should live within our means 
as a Nation, that we cannot continue 
to borrow from the future to pay for 
the present. 

And so we arrived at this budget ne-
gotiation, this way to fund the govern-
ment, the continuing resolution. What 
should happen is that we pass 12 dif-
ferent appropriation bills funding the 
government, one unit at a time, with 
great insight coming from both points 
of view, both parties, both sides of the 
aisle. 

About three or four or five of those 
have been passed out of committee. 
Some have been sent to the Senate. 
Those have not been processed, but the 
House hasn’t finished its work. So we 
were forced into a circumstance caused 
by both houses, both parties that said, 
we’ll fund the government with a con-
tinuing resolution. That is, we will re-
solve to continue how we spent before. 
Those are sometimes inadequate, inac-
curate reflections of current spending 
problems, current spending needs. But 
that’s where we were. 

Now on the one side, the President 
said, We want you to just give us the 
money to spend. Our side said, We will 
do that, but we want things in return. 
If we’re spending more than the Nation 
can bring in, if we’re spending more 
than the government has, then we 
would like to check that spending. We 
would give attention to the Affordable 
Care Act, to ObamaCare, that we would 
choose that in order to relieve the pres-
sure. 

The bill is unpaid for. We are print-
ing the money to make government 
work now. About $1 trillion a year is 
being printed. 

b 1030 

We call it quantitative easing be-
cause printing sounds so crass to the 
American public. So we’re quantitative 
easing $1 trillion a year; and yet we’re 
bringing on another program which is 
unaffordable and which we do not have 
the trillion or $2 trillion to spend. 

So our side said, initially, we will 
give you the funding for the govern-
ment, but on our side, we would like to 
defund the entire program. That posi-
tion simply was never responded to by 
the Senate. 

In good faith, we said, okay, we un-
derstand your unspoken communica-
tion, so we notched down a bit. We will 
still continue the government funding 
at the price that you, the President, 
are asking for. And this time, we’ll 
simply delay the program for 1 year. 
It’s not working. It has problems in 
many different States. We still aren’t 
certain where the funding comes from. 

And, again, the President and the 
Senate remained silent, not even both-
ering to show up for work for a couple 
of days before they sent our first opin-
ion back, simply rejected. The second 
was sent back. 

Last night we were faced with an-
other quandary. We said, we’ll notch 
down one more time. We said, we’ll 
fund the government at the level 

you’re requesting, but we should, on 
our side, suggest that we would delay 
the individual mandate. 

The President has given many indi-
vidual exemptions. He’s given waivers 
to companies, to unions. He said to all 
employers, we’re going to delay your 
input for a year. 

Last night the Senate rejected that. 
That’s the reason we’re here today. 

I call on the Speaker, the President, 
and Mr. REID, to gather publicly in 
front of TV cameras and work the dif-
ferences out. 

f 

THIS IS A SAD DAY FOR AMER-
ICAN DEMOCRACY AND THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
sad day for the American people and 
for American democracy. 

For weeks, I’ve told my constituents 
that I know things look bad, but the 
Republicans won’t shut down the gov-
ernment. There’s too many adults on 
that side of the room to let this hap-
pen. 

And now, after watching what hap-
pened yesterday, I can barely explain 
this to myself. The best I can say is I 
feel like I’m serving in the Nation’s 
largest kindergarten, only we’re in 
charge of the Federal checkbook and 
the nuclear arsenal. 

The fact that so many Republicans 
are holding their breath because they 
don’t like the Affordable Care Act— 
Congress passed the Affordable Care 
Act. The President signed the bill into 
law. The Supreme Court has upheld the 
law. 

And yet this body keeps voting to try 
and repeal the Affordable Care Act, not 
just once or twice, getting the mes-
sage, but 46 times. And it’s still oper-
ational today. 

What happened last night, in the 
final half hour before closing down our 
government? 

The Republicans came up with a last- 
ditch effort: let’s go to conference com-
mittee. 

I serve on the Budget Committee. We 
have been asking, for 6 months, to have 
the Republicans appoint conferees so 
we could have a budget in this country. 
The only obstacle between this country 
having a budget and not is the fact 
that the Speaker would refuse to ap-
point conferees to a budget. 

Last night, with 15 minutes to spare, 
the best idea the Republicans have, 
after 46 votes to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, is to have us go to a con-
ference committee. 

What are the results of what hap-
pened? 

Well, one, government is shut down. 
Thank you, Republican Party. 

Two, the Affordable Care Act is im-
plementing today and is the law of the 
land. 

And, three, I’m guessing the Tea 
Party had a pretty good fundraising 
week or two. 

But here’s what happens to the peo-
ple in my district. People who are try-
ing to get small business loans from 
the Small Business Administration are 
going to be halted; $1 billion a month 
that happens is halted right now, so we 
can’t grow the economy. 

People trying to get housing loans 
for rural families and low- and middle- 
income families are going to be put on 
hold. 

The Women, Infant and Children pro-
gram for low-income, pregnant women 
will be put on hold, after this Congress 
has already tried to cut $39 billion from 
food stamps. 

We’re going to block the Centers for 
Disease Control from tracking influ-
enza, something that could potentially 
have devastating impact across the 
country. 

And more than 800,000 Federal em-
ployees are going to be furloughed be-
cause some Republicans couldn’t get 
their way on the 46th try. 

I served in the Wisconsin legislature 
for 14 years before coming here, and we 
had our differences, but we always 
moved on. We did our jobs. 

Now it’s time for Congress to do our 
job. It doesn’t matter what party you 
belong to. America deserves better. 

The adults in the Republican Party 
need to take the keys back from the 
Tea Party before they have to call a 
tow truck to take the country out of 
the ditch. It’s time for the country to 
act, and we need the Republicans to get 
behind something that gets a budget 
done. 

f 

DISASTER RELIEF FOR COLORADO 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, over 
the weekend, this House worked to find 
a solution to the impasse over the con-
tinuing resolution, sending over var-
ious options to the Senate to try to 
jump-start negotiations to work 
through an agreement to find a solu-
tion to keep our government funded. 

In the early hours of this morning, 
we finally said to the leader of the U.S. 
Senate, HARRY REID, let’s find a way to 
meet face-to-face, through a conference 
committee, to negotiate a solution and 
avoid a government shutdown. We’ve 
passed, three times now, measures to 
keep the government funded and a way 
to find solutions to this critical issue. 

But there are many people in Colo-
rado who are struggling now because of 
the shutdown and who are worried 
about what happens to their situation, 
particularly those who may have been 
impacted by the flood. And that is why 
we must find a way to get government 
funded to find a solution to get govern-
ment going back on track, while pre-
venting policies that we know are bad 
for the economy. 

So let’s work together and find solu-
tions but also, at the same time, ensur-
ing certainty to people who are suf-
fering from Colorado’s greatest natural 
disaster. 
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