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were Kkilled. This is what happens to us
in the West sometimes.

Colorado’s recent flood is so dramatic
that it really was a 500-year flood, or
worse. And we feel terrible for the
eight Coloradans who have died. Many
are still unaccounted for, and we pray
for all of them that they may be safe
and that their homes may be preserved
by the time the snow flies, which is
any minute now.

On September 15, President Obama
issued a major disaster declaration for
Colorado, ordering Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery ef-
forts.

You just cannot overstate the scope
of this damage. As you heard from the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. PERL-
MUTTER), Mr. GARDNER’s and Mr. PoOLIS’
congressional districts were severely
impacted by this; but all the rest of us
were severely impacted in our districts,
too.

Boulder had over 16 inches of rain in
the course of 5 days. Communities in El1
Paso, Fremont, Jefferson, Logan, Mor-
gan, Pueblo, Washington, Adams,
Larimer, Weld, Arapahoe, Broomfield,
Clear Creek, and Denver were all im-
pacted by this. It really was a State
issue. Residents have lost their homes.
Businesses have been devastated. Com-
munities have been destroyed. Our
friends, relatives, and neighbors still
are without power. Many of them can’t
drink their water.
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And as you’ve heard from all of my
colleagues, the devastation goes every-
where, from mountain highways to ag-
ricultural properties on the plains.

Over 50 bridges have been damaged or
destroyed, and over 200 miles of Colo-
rado roads have been impacted by the
flooding. In the mountain areas, what
happens is the roads go along the
creeks; so when the creeks turn into
raging rivers from this terrible rain-
fall, then the roads are completely
wiped out and the mountain commu-
nities are isolated.

As you’ve heard from my colleagues,
the funds for the Emergency Relief pro-
gram under the Disaster Relief Appro-
priations Act of 2013 are restricted to
$100 million per State per incident, un-
less the funds are being used to repair
damage caused by Hurricane Sandy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. NORTON. I'm pleased to yield an
additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. DEGETTE. If we remove the cap
on the Federal Highway Administra-
tion Emergency Relief funds, Colorado
can get the assistance and relief we
need to rebuild. And since this does not
authorize new appropriations, is not an
earmark, the budget score is zero.

So I really respectfully request that
we all come together and vote for this
legislation. It’s much needed.

And by the way, this is a good exam-
ple, Mr. Speaker, of how, if Congress
really wants to put its mind together
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to work on something, we can do it in
a civil and efficient and speedy way.
This is a thought we should keep in
mind as the week progresses in front of
us.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN).

Mr. LAMBORN. I appreciate the rec-
ognition.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of a bill introduced by my Colorado
colleague, CORY GARDNER, to help Colo-
rado rebuild from the floods that have
ravaged our State in recent weeks.

The flooding damaged at least 17,000
homes and other structures, several
thousand of which were destroyed out-
right. Millions of dollars of public in-
frastructure have been washed away.
Specifically, over 200 miles of Colorado
roads, and at least 50 bridges, have
been damaged or destroyed. The floods
consumed an area of Colorado that is
twice the size of Rhode Island.

Currently, the law caps emergency
funding for highways and bridges at
$100 million per State. According to a
preliminary estimate from the Colo-
rado Department of Transportation,
the cost to rebuild our State’s roads
and bridges is several times that
amount.

We are not asking Congress to appro-
priate any additional funds. We are
simply asking that we be able to access
money that Congress has already ap-
propriated for reconstruction after a
natural disaster. This legislation has a
Congressional Budget Office score of
zero, meaning it does not add a dime to
our national debt.

The flooding was worse in the north-
ern part of the State, but there were
heavy rains and flooding even in the
southern part of the State, which I rep-
resent, and two people, unfortunately,
were swept away and lost their lives.

I do thank my colleagues for their
consideration of this bill to help the
great State of Colorado to rebuild.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, this
House should be proud to stand with
Colorado. Anyone who saw the State
seeming to be washed away and floods
the likes of which I've never seen in my
life would have her heart go out to the
residents of the State.

Mr. Speaker, also I know that last
week there was a United Nations re-
port that found that, when they sur-
veyed scientists from throughout the
world, there was a 95 percent agree-
ment, a 95 percent certainty that cli-
mate change is having its effects right
now. That is a very high percentage for
scientists to give to any issue. We
know that a combination of factors
produced these thousand-year floods,
whatever you want to attach to them,
in Colorado. But they certainly were
aided and abetted by climate changes.

This House needs to take climate
change seriously. As difficult as it is,
we’re going to see more and more ca-
tastrophes like this and, as usual, they
will be in places we never expected
them. In places where there are not
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tornados, we will see tornados. In
places where there have not been
floods, that is what we have seen in
just the last few years.

So I certainly am pleased, and I'm
sure every Member of this House will
be pleased, to stand with the residents
of Colorado as they try to recover from
this flood which has devastated so
many of their citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
all Members to support this bill, and I
yvield back the balance of my time.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
3174 makes funds already appropriated to the
Emergency Highway Relief program available
for response to the devastating floods in Colo-
rado this summer. Critically, the bill accom-
plishes this without providing additional budget
authority on net, or increasing the deficit over
10 years.

Under our budget rules, discretionary appro-
priations that the Congress designates as an
emergency are not subject to budget limits
and do not have to be offset with other spend-
ing reductions. To ensure emergency appro-
priations are only devoted to emergency re-
quirements, our budget rules do not allow
emergency funds to be used as an offset for
non-emergency purposes. If this were allowed,
it would provide a backdoor means of allowing
funds for non-emergency purposes to escape
budget limits.

This legislation is attempting to make avail-
able funding for flooding in Colorado using
funds already appropriated and designated as
an emergency by Congress. However, this bill
is not an appropriations measure. From a
budget scorekeeping standpoint the effect of
the bill is to decrease emergency discretionary
budget authority and increase non-emergency
mandatory budget authority. If this bill instead
amended the Disaster Relief Appropriations
Act of 2013 (P.L. 113-2) and designated the
funding for Colorado floods as an emergency,
then the purposes of this bill would be accom-
plished without any scored increase in budget
authority. Because there is no effective proc-
ess for designating mandatory spending as an
emergency, the non-emergency mandatory
budget authority increase in this bill cannot be
offset by the decrease in emergency discre-
tionary budget authority.

In the end, this bill intends to meet new
emergency needs making use of existing
emergency funds. For that reason, | am going
to support this legislation. However, | do not
view this as a precedent and will not view a
reduction in emergency spending as an appro-
priate offset for non-emergency funding.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3174.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
CONGRESSIONAL AWARD PRO-
GRAM REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2013

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
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1348) to reauthorize the Congressional
Award Act.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
S. 1348

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Congres-
sional Award Program Reauthorization Act
of 2013,

SEC. 2. TERMINATION.

Section 108 of the Congressional Award Act
(2 U.S.C. 808) is amended by striking ‘‘Octo-
ber 1, 2013 and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2018°.
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect as of October 1,
2013.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S.
1348.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of S. 1348, the Congressional
Award Program Reauthorization Act of
2013, and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

In 1979, Congress enacted the Con-
gressional Award Act to promote ini-
tiative, achievement, and excellence
among young Americans between the
ages of 14 and 23 years old. To earn an
award, participants must complete a
self-designed program of challenging
goals in four program areas: voluntary
service, personal development, physical
fitness, and expedition/exploration.

Program participants can work to-
ward a congressional award certificate
or medal. In either category there are
three achievement levels: gold, silver,
and bronze. Minimum requirements
must be met regarding the number of
hours devoted to each of the four pro-
gram areas, total hours worked toward
the award, and the duration of the par-
ticipant’s efforts.

Senators and Representatives present
the awards at local, city, or State cere-
monies. It has been my great pleasure
to make such presentations many
times. The latest was a presentation of
the silver medal earlier this summer to
one of my constituents from
Lewisville, North Carolina, Shelby
Birkedal. Shelby worked more than 200
hours of community and 100 hours of
physical activity to earn her very well-
deserved honor, and we are very proud
of her achievement.

As my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle would surely agree, it is of great
importance to provide support and en-
couragement to America’s young peo-
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ple, particularly when they’re learning
the value of giving back to their com-
munities and becoming productive, up-
standing citizens.

The legislation before us today pro-
vides an opportunity simply to extend
this worthwhile program through the
fiscal year 2018, and I urge my col-
leagues to lend their support.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
legislation, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the ma-
jority and the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for bringing
this legislation to the floor. This is bi-
partisan legislation which promotes
initiative, achievement, and excellence
among young people.

The Congressional Award Act em-
powers young people to take greater
responsibility for their own lives, to
discover new talents, to advocate on
behalf of others, and to take positive
action in the community.

The Congressional Award Program
has helped thousands of young people,
including some of the most disadvan-
taged youth, find ways to get involved
in public service. It shows young Amer-
icans how to set goals and to achieve
them. Through this program, these
young ©people gain self-confidence,
problem-solving skills, and the ability
to work as part of a team, traits that
are valued by employers and institu-
tions of higher education.

Since its inception in 1979, this pro-
gram has grown substantially. Today,
total participation in the Congres-
sional Award Program exceeds 35,000
participants. In my home State of Cali-
fornia, 6,491 participants have enrolled
since 1979, completing over 450,000
hours of community service.

As a nonprofit organization that op-
erates almost exclusively through pri-
vate donations, the Congressional
Award Act is an excellent example of
successful public-private partnerships,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Again, I thank the committee for
bringing it to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

I'd like to thank my Senate col-
leagues, and Senator ToM CARPER of
Delaware in particular, who worked
diligently to ensure this important
program is renewed in a timely man-
ner.

Providing these awards to young peo-
ple in my district has been a great
honor and privilege for me throughout
my tenure representing North Caro-
lina’s Fifth Congressional District. The
participants of this program contin-
ually inspire me, and I look forward to
many more ceremonies in the years to
come.

Once again, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on S. 1348, and I yield back
the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Ms. Foxx) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1348.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BURGESS) at 5 o’clock and
19 minutes p.m.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 30, 2013.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 30, 2013 at 2:53 p.m.:

That the Senate disagree to the House
amendments to the Senate amendment to
the resolution H.J. Res 590.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 30, 2013.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
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