September 28, 2013

Most of the stories you’ll hear about how
ObamaCare can’t work is just not based on
facts . . . We’re only 5 days from finishing
the job.

Exactly 23 minutes later, I received a
news alert, saying the White House
postponed another portion of
ObamaCare—the sixth unilateral delay.

Worse, in my home State of Texas,
premiums will increase by 53 percent
for young males and by 11 percent for
females.

Mr. Speaker, I have heard the per-
sonal stories, and I have seen the facts.
ObamaCare is unaffordable and un-
workable. Americans want, need, and
deserve patient-centered reforms, not
this ‘‘government knows best’ health
care law.

———

DAMAGING THE NATION’S
ECONOMY

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I remem-
ber being in this House not that long
ago—August 2011—when we were told
that we’ve got to threaten the break-
ing of the debt ceiling of the United
States because of debt and deficit. The
deficit has come down. So here we are
again, threatening to harm the eco-
nomic fortunes of Americans with a
shutdown and even the debt ceiling,
but we are not talking debt and deficit
anymore—now we are talking
ObamacCare.

My advice to my Republican col-
leagues is to try to overturn the Af-
fordable Care Act at the ballot box. Oh,
that didn’t work. Here is another piece
of advice: go to court and try to have it
found unconstitutional. Oh, boy, that
didn’t work out either. Okay. Try to go
through the regular legislative process.
Well, 43 times later, that didn’t work.
So now we are going to literally dam-
age the economy of this Nation?

The fact is that this is wrong. It is
going to hurt veterans, seniors. It is
going to hurt children, and it is going
to hurt our parks. It is going to hurt
our whole country. So I pray that my
colleagues stop this.

————
COMPROMISE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA Mr. Speaker, again,
we hear about compromise. Yet, the
President says he is unwilling to talk
to us, that he is unwilling to negotiate.
How is that compromise?

We hear more and more talk about
shutdowns. Now, if the Republicans
talk about shutdowns, they talk about
offering solutions, including the Full
Faith and Credit Act, in order to keep
the government open and operating for
the American people.

Finally, in this debate, in this drama,
we hear deception or that people are
using tactics to threaten the American
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people and scare them, Mr. Speaker, by
saying that their Social Security is
going to be taken away, which it would
not be, if the Democrats actually
pushed this thing to a shutdown.

Let’s stop the deception and, once
again, stop the drama so that maybe
my daughter would actually watch us
on TV—because she is sick of the
drama at school. We are sick of the
drama here, so let’s get together and
get this stuff done. We’ve got 48 hours
or less to get this out. Let’s work to-
gether and compromise. Let’s work
with the President, work with the Sen-
ate, and work amongst ourselves.

———

MR. SPEAKER, IT IS TIME TO
LISTEN AND TIME TO TALK

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, can
you just tell me what’s going on so I
can tell my constituents?

I can’t believe we are here on Satur-
day morning, 3 days away from a po-
tential government shutdown, with no
plan from you. I can’t believe that we
are about 20 days away from the great-
est Nation on this Earth—the United
States—defaulting on our obligation,
with no plan from you.

Mr. Speaker, being ‘‘Speaker’” means
leading. The majority party—your
party—has an obligation to all of the
people of this great Nation to lead. In-
stead, you choose to play games with
people’s livelihoods and with the full
faith and credit of our Nation—the
greatest Nation on this Earth.

It is our Nation, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for you to lis-
ten to the people—don’t shut down gov-
ernment; don’t play with the debt ceil-
ing. It is time to listen, time to talk.

———
0 1215
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, we are
faced with the threat of a government
shutdown on Tuesday due to the Re-
publican Party/Tea Party extremists’
inability to compromise and pass a
spending bill for fiscal year 2014.

Once again, we’ve been pushed to the
brink of a government shutdown by
fringe Tea Party members whose only
goal seems to be to deny hardworking
taxpayers the right to insurance.

While the Republican-led House has
voted 42 times to sabotage uninsured
Americans gaining health care cov-
erage, not once have they allowed a
vote to repeal and replace the seques-
ter. Over 400 hardworking taxpayers in
Fort Worth, Texas, have lost their jobs
at Bell Helicopter due to the sequester.
To make matters worse, once again Re-
publicans are placing the livelihoods of
American families at risk by threat-
ening to furlough government employ-

H5937

ees. The bottom line here is that Con-
gress has a lot of work to do this week-
end and in the weeks and months to
follow.

This is the work that we as Members
of Congress were elected to do. I take
this responsibility very seriously and
expect my colleagues to as well.

————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, once again,
the clock is ticking. And with another
deadline looming before Congress, Re-
publicans are bullying this Nation with
the threat of a government shutdown
unless we get rid of the Affordable Care
Act.

The Republicans have tried over 40
times to repeal the Affordable Care
Act, and it hasn’t gotten them any-
where. Now they’ve found themselves a
hostage and they’re saying, Give us
what we want, or we’re going to blow
up the economy and shut down this
government. That will cause critical
services to be stopped for the American
people, which could mean that over 3
million veterans will not receive their
disability benefits, 10 million Ameri-
cans may not receive their Social Se-
curity checks on time, and the SEC
and EPA will be closed for business.

Careening from one fiscal crisis to
the next is no way to run this country.
That’s not how we’re supposed to do
business. There are enough problems in
this Nation without Congress manufac-
turing new ones. Let’s end this man-
made crisis and get to the business of
not hurting the American people.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker,
once again Congress is set to play poli-
tics by threatening to shut down the
government, rather than work toward
a compromise.

Just last month, we marked a dis-
graceful anniversary of our Nation, the
S&P’s downgrading of the full faith and
credit of the United States.

Gridlock and extremism did what
wars, natural disasters, and other nat-
ural crises could not do: cause credit
rating agencies to question whether or
not America had the political will to
pay its debts as they come due.

Now we’re faced with another dead-
line with the end of the fiscal year fast
approaching, a budget that needs to be
passed and a debt limit that needs to
be lifted so we can continue to do busi-
ness.

Congress has a lot of work to do. We
need to do it fast. This is the work we
were elected to do. Let’s stop holding
blame-game press conferences and get
the job done.
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, with all due respect to my friends
on the other side of the aisle, this shut-
down talk has evolved to ridiculous-
ness.

To quote Dr. Seuss:

When beetles fight these battles in a bottle
with their paddles

And the bottle’s on a poodle and the poo-
dle’s eating noodles . . .

They call this a muddle puddle tweetle
poodle beetle noodle bottle paddle battle.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time to work to-
gether and stop these beetles. I mean,
stop the battle.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, like a
number of the previous speakers, I'm a
freshman and I'm really frustrated.

I'm frustrated because we haven’t
done our job, but I'm mostly frustrated
because I continually hear the talking
point spouted that the President will
not negotiate, and that’s the reason
we’re in the position we’re in. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

The President won’t negotiate on the
full faith and credit of the United
States, just like we can’t negotiate on
our oath of office and you can’t nego-
tiate on the law of gravity. Some
things can’t be negotiated.

What’s frustrating to me is that the
failure to negotiate falls clearly on the
shoulders of the Republicans. The Sen-
ate and the House passed budgets.
What the leadership on the Republican
side failed to do is to appoint conferees
to do what? To negotiate a budget, one
that we might not like, the Senate
might not like, but that we come to-
gether on and adopt a budget that the
American people can support.

This is a failure to negotiate, that’s
right. But it’s a failure to do what
every fourth-grade civics student
knows: how a bill becomes a law, nego-
tiate the differences.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I heard
the same thing on the Republican side
of the aisle: Why doesn’t the President
compromise?

The bottom line is that the President
is always willing to negotiate on the
issues of the budget, as are the House
Democrats. But what we are seeing
from the GOP is that they just want to
kill the Affordable Care Act. That’s
what this is all about. They do not
want the Affordable Care Act to pro-
ceed.

I know for myself that in my district
there are plenty of people who just
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can’t wait until October 1. They don’t
have insurance, they want a good ben-
efit package. It makes absolutely no
sense to link the budget, which has
nothing to do with the Affordable Care
Act or ObamaCare, and say, Well, we
want to kill that because we don’t like
it.

We had an election last November.
Less than a year ago, President Obama
said he was going to continue with the
Affordable Care Act, and his opponent
said, no, he would repeal it, and the
President won. This is over. The Re-
publicans should not continue to come
back and insist that there be changes,
repeal, defunding of the Affordable
Care Act. That’s not the way this gov-
ernment operates.

No one on the Republican side of the
aisle has asked to sit down with the
Democrats, and no one on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle has suggested
they’ll do anything, but they have to
repeal the Affordable Care Act. That’s
what this is all about, and it should not
be, Mr. Speaker.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
we’re here on a Saturday, and we’re
probably in the I-don’t-believe-it
crowd. It’s not because we're here on a
Saturday, but because the people’s
business must be done.

I hope that the backdrop of the U.N.
resolution that dealt with 15 countries
that stood together to bind themselves
against Syria’s holding of chemical
weapons may be an example for the
coming together of this body. Some-
thing historic happened because people
listened to each other. I hope that as
we move towards some mode of peace,
as we work to reconcile the terrible vi-
olence in Syria, the killing of Syrians,
we first ensure that those chemical
weapons do no harm to anyone in this
world.

I hope the Republicans can listen and
understand that it is always the other
person’s interests that should be pro-
moted and put first. That is to say, this
Nation must fund itself and we must
pay our bills. A good lesson, for once,
from the United Nations. We all would
do well to understand that we can work
together.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
MEXICO-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h
and the order of the House of January
3, 2013, of the following Members on the
part of the House to the Mexico-United
States Interparliamentary Group:

Mr. PASTOR, Arizona

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ, California

Mr. GENE GREEN, Texas
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Mr. PoL1s, Colorado
Mr. GALLEGO, Texas

WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES AND RELATING TO
CONSIDERATION OF SENATE
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 2642, FED-
ERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF
2013

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 361 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 361

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Sep-
tember 30, 2013, relating to any of the fol-
lowing: (1) A measure making continuing ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014. (2) A measure relating to the
public debt limit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution,
the House hereby (1) takes from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (H.R. 2642) to provide for
the reform and continuation of agricultural
and other programs of the Department of Ag-
riculture through fiscal year 2018, and for
other purposes, with the Senate amendment
thereto; and (2) concurs in the Senate
amendment with an amendment substituting
for the matter proposed to be inserted by the
Senate amendment the text of H.R. 2642, as
passed by the House, modified by the inser-
tion of a new title IV consisting of the text
of H.R. 3102, as passed by the House, with
designations, short titles, and cross-ref-
erences conformed accordingly.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
and my friend from Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, (Mr. MCGOVERN), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 361 provides this body with
an expedited procedure necessary to
ensure that all legislation needed to
prevent a government shutdown can be

expeditiously considered without
delay. That is why we are here today,
Mr. Speaker.

Additionally, this resolution allows
for consideration of legislation de-
signed to ensure that our government
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