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Kristy:

My hardworking husband can only find
temporary contract work. No one wants to
hire permanent positions, and those that do
have permanent positions are hard to even
get an interview with. I hope it doesn’t last
long. We have a baby due in mid-October,
and already have three children.

Joseph:

I expect my employer will not be able to
afford future raises due to the enormous ex-
pense he has to pay under ObamacCare.

Victoria:

My husband has not been able to get a job
because folks are mnot hiring due to
ObamaCare. They are actually laying people
off. My parents are elderly and they have
three doctors who have quit medicine be-
cause of ObamaCare. So no, Mr. Poe, it is not
the greatest thing ever.

April says this:

Since the implementation of ObamaCare, I
have not been able to find a job. No one
wants to hire a permanent position. Every-
thing is part-time or temporary for all those
jobs, and they also tell me that I'm over-
qualified. I think the whole ObamaCare
thing needs to be done away with.

Genelle says:

My husband and I are in our seventies. Our
copays for prescriptions have doubled. Our
doctor told us that he will not be able to
treat us with the same quality we now get
when ObamacCare goes into full steam.

Mary Lou probably said it the best.
She said:

Ted, we pray even more fervently that we
just don’t get sick.

Those are some responses of people
out there who actually work for a liv-
ing and are concerned about health
care. They’re not so sold on this.

So here we are, on this Saturday
afternoon, and the President is spend-
ing time negotiating with the Iranians
about things in Iran. He’s spending
time negotiating with the Russians
about things that are going on in
Syria. But he won’t negotiate with
Congress. I don’t get that.

Why doesn’t he come over here to the
House? Let’s sit down on an informal
basis and just chat about the problems
we have. Is it the idea that the people
of Syria and Russia and Iran are more
important to talk with than Members
of Congress? I don’t get it.

Like Mary Lou said, ‘“‘ObamaCare: we
just don’t want to get sick.”

And now, today, we’re facing a debt
ceiling problem, we’re facing a con-
tinuing to fund the Federal Govern-
ment problem, we have ObamaCare
that gives special treatment for about
1,200 groups that got waivers. None of
these people I mentioned got waivers.
Let’s talk about those things. Let’s
find out. And maybe we can work out
something. But let’s at least talk.

So, Mr. Speaker, you’re in good with
the President. Give him a phone call.
Ask him to come over here and chat
this afternoon with the House—the
Democrats, the Republicans—and let’s
work something out about the con-
tinuing resolution, about the debt ceil-
ing, but at least let’s talk and nego-
tiate and not refuse to talk to even
Members of the House of Representa-
tives.
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And that’s just the way it is.

AT A CROSSROADS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MicA) for 2% minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, it’s Saturday
morning and we’re here in the House of
Representatives in an unusual session.
I'm glad some people had the oppor-
tunity to go home last night and come
back this morning.

Some people say, Oh, this is unusual
duty, you’re working hard, and all of
that. And I say to them that I rep-
resent the millions of people across the
United States who are going to work,
sometimes at midnight, work all night,
and get up in the morning and go to
work at 6 o’clock. They’re struggling
to put food on the table. They’re strug-
gling to educate their children. They’re
struggling to pay their mortgage and
keep their home and their family to-
gether.

So I believe that it’s Congress’ re-
sponsibility, and there’s no question
about it that we work—we work on
Saturday, we work on Sunday, we work
on Monday, and we’ll work until we get
this situation resolved.

Now where are we? We’re at a cross-
roads. Rarely, in the history of our Na-
tion, have we come to a crossroads like
this. We have the biggest government
program probably since World War II in
ObamaCare and the President’s health
care plan going into effect in a few
days. We have the government running
out of money in a few days, on October
1. And then we have the country facing
a financial deficit in less than 2 weeks.

So this is an important crossroads.
We need to get it right because there
are a lot of hardworking Americans
counting on us.

We must avoid the biggest govern-
ment takeover of health care or any
segment of our economy in history. We
must avoid forcing people into part-
time employment and the government
making decisions about our health
care. Even the unions are walking
away from this plan now. We have a
short time to accomplish that.

The deficit is $17 trillion, and they
want to extend it almost another tril-
lion—$900 billion—for 1 year. Since the
beginning of the Obama administra-
tion, in 5 years, we’ve gone from $9 tril-
lion to $17 trillion in debt—almost dou-
bling it.

Finally, funding the government. We
must keep the government open. We
must be responsible stewards for the
public. But the spending spree in Wash-
ington has to stop. Republicans have
held the line. We need to hold the line
responsibly. We can cut waste, we can
cut inefficiencies, and we can make
government accountable to the people.

———

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.
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Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 28
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia) at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We come to You as a Nation in the
midst of great uncertainty and worry.
As people look for causes and solu-
tions, the temptation is great to seek
ideological position.

We ask that You might send Your
Spirit of peace and reconciliation, that
instead of ascendancy over opponents,
the Members of this people’s House and
all elected to represent our Nation
might work together humbly, recog-
nizing the best in each other’s hopes to
bring to resolution the current impasse
over the economy.

Give Your Spirit of consolation to
those who are concerned about the sta-
bility of their income, especially those
who serve in our Armed Forces. May
their welfare inspire those engaged in
this debate to find fair and lasting so-
lutions.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. BEATTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———————

EPA REGULATIONS DRIVE UP
ENERGY COSTS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the current administration
has dictated that the Environmental
Protection Agency is to unilaterally
institute regulations without seeking
congressional approval. South Carolina
energy producers have been forced to
expedite the closing of 12 coal facili-
ties, which has driven up energy costs
for consumers, has destroyed jobs, and
has made our workers less competitive.
Earlier this month, the EPA acted
alone again by proposing new regula-
tions.

This week, I spearheaded a letter to
the President and EPA Administrator,
which was signed by other members of
the South Carolina delegation, that
supported legislative review. The
American people deserve to have a
voice in these new policies to promote
jobs and lower energy costs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

My sympathy to Sarah Clarkson and
her family of Columbia, South Caro-
lina, on the death yesterday of her hus-
band, A. Crawford Clarkson, Jr.—a true
southern gentleman of Scottish herit-
age, a naval officer awarded the Order
of the Palmetto by Governor Carroll
Campbell.

A GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, yet again,
House Republicans have taken us down
to the wire—refusing to pass a budget
or to pay our bills on time.

As The Wall Street Journal asked re-
cently of the GOP: ‘‘Are you nuts?”’

If their antics force the government
to shut down, our military, including
people serving overseas right now, will
not be paid on time. If they default on
our bills, 10 million Americans won’t
receive their Social Security checks on
time, and families will pay higher in-
terest rates on their mortgages, loans,
and credit cards. The last time Repub-
licans took us to the brink, the S&P
downgraded our credit rating. If the
GOP doesn’t compromise, they could
trigger a worldwide financial crisis and
cause long-term economic damage.

Since when have these cutthroat tac-
tics been an acceptable way to govern?
The answer is: they are not.

———

DELAY, DEFUND, REPEAL, AND
REPLACE OBAMACARE

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it’s
interesting what brings us here to the
House floor this Saturday morning as
we are looking at a continuing resolu-
tion to fund the government and as we
are looking at ways to address what is
happening with ObamaCare—where 17
percent of our Nation’s economy is
being nationalized and federalized.
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Those are concerns that we are hear-
ing from our constituents. They do not
want ObamaCare to be put into action,
and they do not want these insurance
exchanges to be stood up and put into
action. There are a lot of good reasons
why.

First of all, they are not ready.
That’s why we need to delay this for 1
year. Delay it. We know that there are
problems with the exchanges. We know
that there are problems with all of the
interactive technologies. We know that
ObamaCare has already missed over
half of its deadlines.

Why would you move forward on a
program that is not ready for prime
time?

Delay, defund, repeal, replace. That
is what we need to do with ObamacCare.

————

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT
COMPROMISE

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
Republican extremists have put the
Federal Government on the brink of a
shutdown in less than 3 days. On yes-
terday, the Senate sent over a resolu-
tion that funds the government
through November 15 using the seques-
ter level of $986 billion.

What is the Republican leadership
going to do with this resolution that
will keep the lights on through Novem-
ber 15?

Are you going to continue to listen
to the 40-50 ultraconservatives in your
Conference whose agenda is to dispar-
age President Obama and hold us hos-
tage until we gut the Affordable Care
Act, as the gentlelady from Tennessee
just made reference to, and make deep-
er cuts that hurt the American people?

Is this where we are headed?

I pray for reasonableness on the part
of my Republican colleagues. I know
it’s not all Republicans who are swing-
ing the wrecking ball, but it’s a critical
mass within the Republican ranks that
is beyond reason.

A very sad day in American history
is upon us.

I urge Speaker BOEHNER to listen to
voices of reason in his Conference and
to pull together like-minded Repub-
licans who can join with like-minded
Democrats and get this done. The
American people want compromise.
They want it today.

————

THE PRESIDENT WILL NOT
NEGOTIATE OR COMPROMISE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, a ‘‘com-
promise’’ is an ‘‘agreement reached by
each side making concessions,” but
how can we reach a compromise if
President Obama isn’t even willing to
negotiate?

The President has said he will not ne-
gotiate raising the debt ceiling even

September 28, 2013

though every major attempt to deal
with the deficit over the last 30 years
has been tied to the debt limit. He will
not negotiate delaying the individual
mandate even though he delayed the
employer mandate until 2015. He will
not negotiate repealing the medical de-
vice tax even though 33 Democrats
voted to do precisely that.

However, he is willing to negotiate
with labor unions and special interests
over their objections to ObamaCare. He
is willing to negotiate with dictators
who use chemical weapons against
their own citizens. He is willing to ne-
gotiate with Iran.

He is just not willing to negotiate
with Congress, and he is not willing to
listen to the American people, who are
demanding a reprieve from his half-
baked health care law and real solu-
tions to America’s debt and deficit
problems.

———

COMPROMISE, NOT A SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, Congress
is faced with much unfinished busi-
ness—a budget that needs to be passed,
a sequester that needs to be repealed,
and a debt limit that needs to be lifted.

I remind my Republican colleagues
that citizens want us united. They
want compromise, not to be shut down.

If the United States defaults on its
debt, the results could be devastating.
A default could mean 3.4 million vet-
erans not receiving disability benefits;
drug reimbursements for Medicare
could stop; and in the first week, 10
million Americans would not receive
their Social Security—but in these
frightening times, all hope is not lost.

John Hogan, founder of TeenForce,
which is an enterprise dedicated to
solving the youth employment crisis in
America, recently received the White
House Champions of Change award—
from the President of these United
States—for contributions to the admin-
istration’s Youth Jobs program.

John and his family are here today.
Let John and other ‘‘champions of
change’ serve as an example to us all—
that in hard times, if we work to-
gether, if we compromise, we can make
a difference.

——
OBAMACARE

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, we are just 3 days away from
October 1—the day ObamaCare’s health
care exchanges are scheduled to open.
Yet every constituent phone call, news
headline, and report I come across fur-
ther proves that this law is simply
unaffordable and unworkable.

On Thursday, at 11:22 a.m., President
Obama said:
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