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credit of the United States of America. 
I believe there are a small number of 
this House who are holding us captive 
and rendering, apparently, this House 
unable to reach compromise. The 
American people surely will not reward 
any one of us. 

There is, in my opinion, Mr. Speaker, 
a working majority for responsibility 
in this House. I choose to believe that, 
I do believe it, and I pray that it is the 
case. And I ask my colleagues to come 
together on behalf of the American 
people and our great country to act re-
sponsibly. 

f 

b 1045 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 10 
a.m. tomorrow for morning-hour de-
bate and noon for legislative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOYCE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

UNITED NATIONS ARMS TRADE 
TREATY 

(Mr. BENISHEK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to the United Na-
tions Arms Trade Treaty. Secretary of 
State John Kerry signed this treaty on 
behalf of the Obama administration 
this past Wednesday. 

While I support keeping dangerous 
weapons out of the hands of inter-
national terrorists and bad actors, I be-
lieve that this treaty represents a sig-
nificant threat to our Second Amend-
ment rights. 

The State Department itself has ac-
knowledged that this treaty is ‘‘ambig-
uous’’ and that any potential obliga-
tions imposed by the treaty are dif-
ficult to predict. In addition, once rati-
fied, it will be possible to amend this 
treaty with the support of just 75 per-
cent of the signing members, poten-
tially locking the United States into 
more restrictions down the road. 

Like many people from my district, I 
grew up around firearms, and I’m a 
life-long gun owner. The responsible 
use of guns for sport and hunting is a 
way of life in northern Michigan, and I 
do not want to see this way of life or 
our Second Amendment rights be 
threatened by a poorly thought out 
United Nations agreement. 

I urge my colleagues in the House to 
oppose this treaty and join me in 
standing up for the millions of law- 
abiding gun owners in America. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 

House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as a member of the Safe 
Climate Caucus. 

How much longer will the Repub-
licans deny the science of climate 
change? Today, the world’s leading cli-
mate change scientists say that it is 
extremely likely that human influence 
has been the dominant cause of climate 
change. In fact, just reading last night 
in the BBC, there’s an article about a 
U.N. report that finds that, with 95 per-
cent certainty, mankind has contrib-
uted mightily to climate change. 

Last week, scientists from Stanford 
and Purdue Universities found that the 
eastern and central United States will 
likely see more severe weather by the 
middle of this century due to climate 
change. Despite this overwhelming evi-
dence, Republicans proudly proclaim 
themselves as science deniers. When 
will my colleagues take their heads out 
of the sand and work with Democrats 
to preserve our climate and economy 
for the future? 

f 

WORLD TOURISM DAY 
(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize World Tourism Day. 

This year’s theme is ‘‘Tourism and 
Water: Protecting Our Common Fu-
ture,’’ and I join with the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority in 
celebrating this theme. 

For southern Nevada, this combines 
two of our most prized resources, tour-
ism and water. Last year, nearly 40 
million visitors came to Las Vegas. We 
hosted over 21,000 conventions and 
meetings, which brought in some 5 mil-
lion national and international visi-
tors, most of whom spent time in Dis-
trict One. 

To continue successfully attracting 
and serving tourists and residents in 
the middle of the desert, southern Ne-
vada has learned to be especially con-
scientious about water usage. In Las 
Vegas, we’ve found efficient ways to 
maximize our water usage to enhance 
the experience of visitors while safe-
guarding this critical resource for the 
long term. 

Every day, tens of thousands of tour-
ists pass by to take in the majestic 
beauty of the fountains at the Bellagio, 
not realizing that they come from re-
cycled water. There is also CityCenter, 
a resort destination located on the 
Strip which is the world’s largest envi-
ronmentally sustainable, mixed-use, 
new construction development to re-
ceive LEED certification. Every year, 
CityCenter saves nearly 50 million gal-
lons of water and, as a tribute to its 
commitment to sustainability, proudly 
displays an art exhibit of the Colorado 
River. 

Tourism and Water, it’s a great 
theme. Come and experience it for 
yourself only in District One. 

STOPPING OBAMACARE AND 
PREVENTING SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. MARINO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, House 
Republicans remain committed to 
defunding, delaying, and dismantling 
the President’s unworkable health care 
law; and our mission becomes more 
critical with each passing day. 

We’ve already begun to see premiums 
go up for hardworking Americans all 
across the country. This is a bad law 
that will limit choices in health care 
and kill American jobs. 

The House has passed legislation that 
would defund ObamaCare, rein in gov-
ernment spending, and prevent a gov-
ernment shutdown. That law is now in 
the hands of the Senate. The Senate 
must now give the American people 
what they deserve—an honest, trans-
parent debate. 

As this debate progresses, the Amer-
ican people will know who stands with 
them in opposition to this disastrous 
health care law. The House is leading 
the fight to control spending, stop 
ObamaCare, and protect hardworking 
Americans. It is time for the Senate to 
join us as well. 

f 

STOPPING OBAMACARE AND 
PREVENTING SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMALFA Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues and I are well aware of how im-
portant the next few days are for this 
country and for the work to be done in 
this House. We in the House have done 
our job however. We have acted to con-
trol reckless spending, dismantle the 
President’s unworkable health care 
law, and keep our government open. 
Now our House-passed bill is in the 
hands of the United States Senate, and 
we hope they will listen to the will of 
the people as we in the House have 
done. 

The ObamaCare health care takeover 
is a bad law, it’s harmful, and it must 
be stopped. The American people, hav-
ing had a chance themselves to read it 
a little bit—unlike what happened in 
this House just a few short years ago— 
they do not want it. 

We are already beginning to see how 
it’s making insurance premiums go up 
all over the country—on the average, 
99 percent for men, 62 percent for 
women, and the report just came out 
yesterday. It’s unworkable. It’s 
unaffordable. 

We need to get rid of this law, and we 
need to keep our government open, as 
Republicans have work to do. It’s time 
for the Senate to act and protect the 
needs of the American people. 

f 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, each year, 
from September 15 through October 15, 
we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, 
when we honor the contributions that 
Latinos have made throughout the 
communities in our Nation. 

The Hispanic community embodies 
the idea that if you work hard, play by 
the rules and dream big, there is no 
limit to what you can achieve; after 
all, that is the American Dream. And 
achieve is exactly what we have done 
throughout our history. From serving 
in our military, to running 3.1 million 
Hispanic-owned businesses, the His-
panic community is an important part 
of moving our country forward. 

We also know that to keep our coun-
try competitive, we must finally fix a 
broken immigration system. We be-
lieve that it is past time to offer hard-
working Americans a pathway to citi-
zenship. The future of our Nation de-
pends largely on the future of all of our 
communities. Together, we keep fight-
ing to give the next generation a mean-
ingful shot at the American Dream. 
That dream is what we celebrate this 
month in Hispanic Heritage Month. 

My mother used to say common 
sense tells us that we ought to always 
put our country before our politics. 

f 

THE PRESIDENT’S LAW 
DISCRIMINATES 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
Affordable Care Act is here to stay, 
saith the President. But his legacy 
landmark law discriminates. 

The President has arbitrarily granted 
extensions to Big Business, to some 
small businesses, and some State ex-
changes, but ordinary Americans—no 
extensions for them. I guess special in-
terest groups just have more clout with 
the President than normal people do. 
Too bad. Everyone should be treated 
alike. Postpone ObamaCare for every-
body for 1 year. Don’t discriminate. 

The second place the President’s 
wonder law discriminates is who is sub-
ject to this law of the land. The Presi-
dent touts his law as good for America. 
But why has he granted over 1,200 waiv-
ers for special groups—waivers to labor 
unions, for example? That’s not fair— 
waivers for some, but not for others. 

So delay ObamaCare for at least a 
year for all Americans and either grant 
waivers for all Americans or put those 
1,200 groups back into this bill. It’s un-
constitutional for the constitutional 
law professor to wave his wand of ex-
emptions and delay for some but not 
for others. That’s just not fair. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

WHY CAN’T HHS BE HONEST WITH 
U.S. CONGRESS? 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, while the President was again de-
fending his health care law, the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices announced even more delays. This 
train wreck of a health care law is 
quickly derailing, but the President 
continues to provide delays and exemp-
tions for everyone except ordinary 
Americans. 

After the President and the adminis-
tration promised time and time again 
that the exchanges would be ready and 
online October 1, several States have 
said consumers are actually just going 
to have to wait. Maybe you can send in 
a paper application if you’re anxious. 

Last week, on September 19, I asked 
the director of the agency charged with 
implementing the exchanges: Will the 
enrollment process be ready October 1 
of this year? I actually posed that as a 
yes or no question. His answer: Con-
sumers will be able to go online, they 
will be able to get a determination of 
what tax subsidies they are eligible for, 
they will be able to look at the plans 
that are available where they live, they 
will be able to see the premium net of 
subsidy that they would have to pay, 
and they will be able to choose a plan 
and get enrolled. Hardly a yes or no an-
swer to a yes or no question. But never-
theless, yesterday’s actions by HHS be-
speak what really is the case. His an-
swer should have been: No, they will 
not be ready. 

f 

GET IRS AWAY FROM HEALTH 
CARE 

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, a re-
port released yesterday from the Treas-
ury Inspector General shows that the 
IRS failed to track $67 million spent in 
the implementation of ObamaCare so 
far. This is before the health exchanges 
are even opened. My constituents, like 
myself, are concerned that this type of 
waste is what happens when Wash-
ington takes over health care. 

The IRS has consistently dem-
onstrated its inability to function as a 
responsible agency. Despite the scan-
dals and blatant mismanagement by 
the IRS, the agency is also at the fore-
front of running our health care sys-
tem. 

The IRS has little credibility with 
the American taxpayers right now. The 
agency must significantly be reformed 
before we should let them anywhere 
near our health care system. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me 
in repealing ObamaCare and getting 
the IRS completely away from our 
health care. 

b 1100 

CELEBRATION OF THE CAREER OF 
DR. LEVI WATKINS, JR. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Levi Watkins, a pio-
neer in the medical field and civil 
rights movement. 

After four decades with Johns Hop-
kins Medicine, Dr. Watkins will retire 
on December 31, 2013. He is a man of 
many firsts. He was the first African 
American to attend and graduate from 
Vanderbilt Medical School. 

His first scientific breakthrough was 
his research into the connection be-
tween the renin angiotensin system 
and congestive heart failure that led to 
the use of angiotensin blockers in the 
treatment of heart failure. He also per-
formed the first implantation of the 
automatic implantable defibrillator in 
the human heart. 

Dr. Watkins fought for African Amer-
icans’ civil rights in the 1950s and 
fought for equal opportunities in edu-
cation throughout his career, increas-
ing minority enrollment at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine 
by 400 percent in 4 years. 

I thank Dr. Watkins for all that he 
has done for our Nation and for the leg-
acy he leaves to inspire generations yet 
unborn. 

f 

RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS 

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I believe 
the sense of this House—and certainly 
the American people—is that the Con-
stitution of the United States is wor-
thy of protecting, and the rights that 
are afforded in that Constitution are 
worthy of protecting. 

Unfortunately, the administration 
has unilaterally decided to try and ob-
ligate citizens of the United States to 
the UN’s mandates when it comes to 
the small arms treaty affecting the 
Second Amendment rights of every 
American. I believe that we should not 
be held accountable, we should not be 
held in submission to the whims of an 
unelected organization on the world 
stage. 

The value of our Constitution, the 
value of our rights must be protected. 
We must urge the United States Senate 
to reject the treaty that Secretary 
Kerry has just signed. Stand up for the 
rights of Americans, stand up for the 
rights of Americans to be able to keep 
and bear arms, and protect the Second 
Amendment of the United States. 

f 

OBAMACARE 

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 
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