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tool for undergraduate, graduate, and
law students through a Moot Court
Competition, which will be held this
year in conjunction with the associa-
tion’s historic anniversary.

I congratulate its president, Richard
Robles, for his impressive work and
wish everyone in the association con-
tinued success on behalf of the Puerto
Rican community of Florida.

————
KOCHCARE

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people have been bombarded on
their TV screens by this creepy image
of Uncle Sam appearing between a
young woman’s legs. This ad is funded
by the idealistic-sounding Generation
Opportunity, but guess who’s really be-
hind this ad? The not-so-idealistic
Koch brothers, who are spending a
share of their wealth to tell people not
to get health insurance. Their sole pur-
pose is to keep young people from get-
ting quality, affordable care; and, in
doing so, they hope to destroy the Af-
fordable Care Act.

But what would KochCare look like?
Insurance companies could deny you
coverage because of a preexisting con-
dition. You could be thrown into bank-
ruptcy because of lifetime caps. Insur-
ance companies would be able to
charge women more than men. And
tens of millions of Americans would be
without health insurance. Oh, and
Uncle Sam would be standing between
a woman and her doctor when it comes
to reproductive health, just like you
see the GOP trying to do across the
country.

That’s what the GOP and the Koch
brothers want: fewer options, less
health care, and higher costs. That cer-
tainly doesn’t seem like an oppor-
tunity for a generation to me.

——
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AUDIT THE PENTAGON ACT

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we in
Congress have a responsibility to en-
sure taxpayer dollars are used wisely.
No Federal department should get a
free pass, especially one responsible for
managing over 50 percent of all annual
discretionary spending.

The law requires all Federal agen-
cies, including the Department of De-
fense, to present auditable financial
statements to Congress. Unfortunately,
it has been over 16 years and the Pen-
tagon has yet to comply with this law.

How can we be expected to oversee
the Pentagon’s spending habits when
we have no confidence in the numbers
that DOD has presented?

My ‘““Audit the Pentagon Act’ pre-
sents a ‘‘carrot and stick’ approach to
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addressing this issue. It gives the DOD
additional transfer authority if it re-
ceives a clean audit, allowing it great-
er flexibility to reprogram funds
among accounts. Failure to achieve a
clean audit results in serious con-
sequences.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill which improves fiscal account-
ability and oversight of the Pentagon’s
budget process.

———

SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we are
seeing significant natural disasters
this month, from the historic floods
that are wreaking havoc across Colo-
rado to the third-largest wildfire in
California’s history—the Rim fire in
and around Yosemite National Park.

These disasters have taken lives,
they have driven families from their
homes, and it will take years—and
many, many millions of dollars—to
clean up and repair all of the damage.
Yes, these are ‘“‘natural’ disasters, but
that doesn’t mean that we aren’t cul-
pable.

The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration as well as the
British meteorological office found in a
recent study that for at least half of
last year’s worst weather events,
human activities made them more
likely and more severe. Specifically,
human-influenced climate change had
an effect on Superstorm Sandy, heat
waves in the TUnited States, and
drought in Europe.

But the climate deniers in Congress
continue to ignore what’s happening
right in front of our eyes. We must get
beyond extreme politics and start ad-
dressing the extreme damage of cli-
mate change.

———

BENGHAZI

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
FOX News reported that ‘‘massive
amounts of highly sensitive U.S. mili-
tary equipment’’ has been stolen in
Libya by militia groups aligned with
terrorists.

These new developments, along with
earlier reports that hundreds of sur-
face-to-air missiles may have been sto-
len around the time of the Benghazi at-
tack, beg the question: Just what has
the U.S. been doing in Benghazi and
around Libya over the last year?

Today, the State Department inspec-
tor general issued a new report criti-
cizing the Department for failing to
take any meaningful steps to improve
diplomatic security at high-risk posts,
like the facility attacked in Benghazi,
over the last year.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, a select
committee is needed now more than
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ever—not just to investigate the at-
tack in Benghazi but also to answer
the question about U.S. operations in
Libya involving stolen weapons and
arms transfers over the last year.

One hundred and seventy-seven Mem-
bers have cosponsored H. Res. 36 to cre-
ate a select committee. Without a se-
lect committee, we are never going to
know what happened in Benghazi.

——
OBAMACARE

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker,
ObamaCare, as it has been affection-
ately called, was intended to do two
things:

Number one, make health care more
affordable.

Number two, make it more acces-
sible, pure and simple.

Let’s talk about that. Does anyone
know anybody whose premium has
gone down? My daughter is 30 years
old, very healthy. Her premium went
up from $170 a month to $270 a month.

I speak to businesses all the time
who have had 25, 35, 40 percent pre-
mium increases. Now, my telephone
number in my office is 202-225-5831. If
your premium has gone down, I would
like to know about it.

The second thing ObamaCare was
meant to do is make health care more
accessible. In Georgia, we have two
Fortune 500 companies. One has an-
nounced that it will no longer be cov-
ering the spouses of 15,000 employees.
The other one announced that 20,000
part-time employees would no longer
be covered under their health care.

So I don’t know of any example of
where accessibility has increased for
the average person. Zero for two. High-
er costs and less access. Let’s repeal
ObamacCare.

——
OBAMACARE

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about a very important
issue that isn’t one that is just typical
for my district or any other Member’s
district. This is a very unique time in
American history because next week,
every American in the United States
will be subject to the new require-
ments, the new mandates, of
ObamaCare. This is a time that is very
important, and we need to focus on
what’s about to happen next week.

We have an opportunity in the next
few days to keep misery and suffering
from millions of Americans. The Re-
publicans have been ridiculed by the
Democrats, saying that we want to
somehow shut down government. We
don’t.

It is curious to note that since the
1970s the Federal Government has been
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shut down—it has been shut down 17
times—and numerous times because
the Democratic Party sought to shut it
down. If you go back to the 1970s, the
Democrats repeatedly tried to shut
down the government over the issue of
abortion.

What we are talking about is the
issue of preventing suffering and mis-
ery for Americans. Surely that’s worth
a conversation.

———
OBAMACARE

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, the
Founding Fathers created this magnifi-
cent institution to protect our liberty.
The purpose of the House, the Senate,
the entire Federal Government was
created to protect our liberty.

House Republicans are united in our
opposition to ObamaCare because it is
one of the most massive intrusions into
the individual privacy of Americans
that the Federal Government has ever
attempted. It is an attempt to socialize
the greatest health care system the
world has ever seen, and we will see in-
trusions into the private lives of Amer-
icans on a scale never seen before.

So I just want to reassure the Amer-
ican people that we are united as con-
servatives, as constitutional conserv-
atives, to do everything in our power
to repeal, defund, delay, do whatever it
takes to stop the socialization of
American medicine and the destruction
of the most important right we have as
Americans—to be left alone.

————
OBAMACARE

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, as
we approach the 1st of October when
everyone in this country is going to
have an opportunity to have health in-
surance, you know that there are some
people who always like the status quo
and they will say anything and do any-
thing.

The public is today being subjected
to a propaganda campaign, the likes of
which we have never seen in this coun-
try, against ObamaCare. Somehow it is
the worst thing that has ever hap-
pened—the sky is going to fall, the
world is going to end as we have known
it, we should run and pray that in the
latter days we will be saved.

The fact is that ObamaCare is going
to go into effect. The Supreme Court
has looked at it and said it is constitu-
tional. It is going to happen, folks.

Will there be a few problems? Of
course. You can’t make the change and
bring 30 million people into a program
without having a problem here and
there. Some of the complaints I hear
on the other side are from people say-
ing: Oh, it’s going to do this, it’s going
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to do that, it’s going to do this, it’s
going to do that—but they didn’t want
to make one single change to make it
better. We should just be calm.

HONORING LINDA LUNSFORD

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Linda
Lunsford, a lifelong resident of Murray
County, Georgia.

Ms. Lunsford has been a dedicated
teacher to the students of Murray
County, helping to enrich the lives of
the young people both inside and out-
side of her classroom.

It was in 1968 that Ms. Lunsford re-
turned to Murray County High School
as an English teacher. Over those next
30 years, and for many years after her
retirement in 1998, she devoted herself
to teaching young Georgians, helping
them value their education and succeed
in life.

During her teaching career, she
served as a drama sponsor, scholars
bowl sponsor, yearbook advisor,

cheerleading sponsor, newspaper advi-
sor, and much, much more.

Ms. Lunsford has made such an im-
pact on her community that Murray
County is declaring October 5, 2013, the
first Linda Lunsford Day.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 14th
Congressional District of Georgia, I
join in celebrating October 5 as Linda
Lunsford Day and thank her for her
many contributions to our community
in Georgia.

————
SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PITTENGER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, Sep-
tember is Suicide Prevention Month, a
time for our Nation to raise awareness
about the persistent scourge of suicide.

Tens of thousands of Americans die
each year purposefully by their own ac-
tions. They are our neighbors and our
friends, they are our sons and our
daughters, and too often they are the
men and women who have served our
country honorably in the United States
military. An estimated 22 veterans
commit suicide every day in our coun-
try. That is one life lost every 65 min-
utes.

We have assembled today’s Special
Order to accomplish three things:

First, we seek to demonstrate our
continuing support for the individuals,
organizations, and agencies whose ef-
forts in addressing this preventable
epidemic continue in the face of dif-
ficulty.

Second, we are here to challenge the
VA, the Department of Defense, and
our fellow lawmakers to do more. The
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number of veteran deaths by suicide is
increasing, despite current efforts.
Clearly, what we are doing now isn’t
working. We are failing in our obliga-
tion to do right by those who have
served so honorably.

And finally, we send a message to
military families who have experienced
this tragedy. To grieving families
across America, know that your fam-
ily’s loss isn’t forgotten. We are work-
ing to stop this epidemic and prevent
future suicides. We work for the mem-
ory of your loved ones and for the pre-
vention of future losses.

My colleagues here today believe, as
I believe, that no one who comes home
after serving our country should ever
feel they have nowhere to turn. Sadly,
many of our young vets feel just that.

Earlier this year, a young veteran in
my district committed suicide. Daniel
Somers was an Army veteran of two
tours in Iraq. He served on Task Force
Lightning, an intelligence unit. He ran
over 400 combat missions as a machine
gunner in the turret of a Humvee. Part
of his role required him to interrogate
dozens of terror suspects, and his work
was deemed classified.

Like many veterans, Daniel was
haunted by the war when he returned.
He suffered from flashbacks, night-
mares, depression, and additional
symptoms of posttraumatic stress dis-
order, made worse by a traumatic brain
injury. Daniel needed help. He and his
family asked for help the best way they
knew how.

Unfortunately, the VA enrolled Dan-
iel in group therapy sessions instead of
connecting him with a private coun-
selor or therapist where he would be
able to talk confidentially about his
experiences. He attended the VA group
sessions even though he knew—due to
the classified nature of his work—that
he could not fully share what gave him
nightmares.

Like many, Daniel’s isolation got
worse when he transitioned home to ci-
vilian life. He tried to provide for his
family, but he was unable to work due
to his disability.
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Daniel struggled with the VA bu-
reaucracy. His disability appeal had
been pending for over 2 years in the
system without any resolution. Daniel
didn’t get the help he needed in time.
On June 10 of 2013, Daniel wrote a let-
ter to his family.

It begins:

I am sorry that it has come to this. The
fact is, for as long as I can remember, my
motivation for getting up every day has been
so that you would not have to bury me. As
things have continued to get worse, it has
become clear that this alone is not a suffi-
cient reason to carry on. The fact is, I am
not getting better; I am not going to get bet-
ter; and I will most certainly deteriorate fur-
ther as time goes on. From a logical stand-
point, it is better to simply end things
quickly and let any repercussions from that
play out in the short term rather than to
drag things out into the long term.

He goes on to say:
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