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week or are in a State-run unemploy-
ment or training program. The law spe-
cifically states they must take a job if
it is offered to them, and cannot quit.

States can apply for waivers for areas
of high unemployment. During this
very difficult economic time, 48 States
and jurisdictions currently do so. In
other words, Republican and Demo-
cratic Governors alike understand that
forcing people to find a job before they
can get their food benefits doesn’t
make any sense if there are no jobs to
find.

The Republican bill would eliminate
those State waivers and impose harsh
financial penalties on States that
refuse to implement the new work re-
quirements. So much for States’ rights.
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But more broadly, Mr. Speaker, it’s
important to note that what we do in
Congress is not done in a vacuum.
Every action we take is linked to-
gether. Every piece of Federal policy
that we pass has a reaction on other
Federal policies.

For the past 3 years, we have seen
this Tea Party-controlled House of
Representatives attempt to weaken our
educational system, prevent people
from obtaining health care, cut
childcare programs, cut transportation
funding and affordable housing, cut job
training programs, try to take health
care away from people who have insur-
ance, and prevent bills that create jobs
from coming to the floor. In other
words, at the same time my Republican
friends are telling poor people that
they need to work in order to get food
benefits, they are doing everything
possible to make it harder for people to
find a job that pays a living wage.

Now, think about a young single
mother who is trying to make a better
life. Republicans want to cut Pell
Grants, cut funding to community col-
leges, and cut job training programs,
which means it’s harder for her to get
the skills she needs. This sequester has
meant cuts to Head Start programs,
which makes it harder to find afford-
able childcare so that she can go to
work. Cuts in transportation funding
make it more difficult and expensive
for her to get to a job if she can find
one.

They reject health insurance for ev-
eryone, which gives her a perverse in-
centive to stay on Medicaid. They op-
pose raising the minimum wage, which
means that even if she can find a job,
it likely won’t pay enough to provide
for her family.

Mr. Speaker, slashing government
just for its own sake means cutting
education, stifling innovation and job
creation, and preventing people from
making ends meet.

I have come to this floor week after
week to talk about how we can end
hunger now. Week after week, I have
called for a White House conference on
food and nutrition, urging the Presi-
dent to bring policy and political ex-
perts to the White House to come up
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with a comprehensive plan to End Hun-
ger Now—a plan that could dramati-
cally reduce the number of people who
rely on SNAP and reduce the amount
of money we spend on the program.
This is an issue that can and must be
solved.

Last week, this House took a huge
step backwards, a step that will make
more people hungry in America. It was
an awful thing to do. The Congres-
sional Budget Office estimates that 3.8
million people will lose their benefits;
170,000 veterans will lose their food
benefits.

Ending hunger used to be a bipar-
tisan issue. Surely, it can be again.

————

HEALTH CARE PERSPECTIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, today
I want to bring two very contrasting
perspectives to the floor with regard to
health care. One of them starts with an
individual that we are all familiar
with, and when he talks, people listen.

On March 1, 2010, Warren Buffett
said:

I would much rather see a plan C that real-
ly attacks costs in regard to health care.
And I think that’s what the American public
wants to see. The American public is not be-
hind this bill. And we need the American
public behind the bill.

Now, he has changed his position two
or three times and it is hard to get a
beat on exactly how he feels about
ObamaCare, but when he talks, people
listen. The problem is the people we
need to hear from the most aren’t
being heard.

I got a letter from Christy in
Jonesboro, in my district, and I'm
going to share that letter with you
today. It says:

As I was listening to the radio this morn-
ing, people were calling in about how
ObamaCare is already affecting them. I just
want you to know a little about our family.

My husband and I are 48 years old, have
been married 29 years, and have three daugh-
ters, ages 16, 18, and 23—all still living at
home, although the 23-year-old does work a
full-time job.

My husband has been an auto-body me-
chanic for most of his life. This has taken a
serious toll on his body as a result of stren-
uous physical labor paired with breathing
chemicals. He has worked at numerous body
shops—always looking for a better environ-
ment/pay/benefits. I will say, as a body man’s
wife, the people making good livings in this
area are the body shop owners and the health
insurance companies.

Every shop he ever worked at offered him
health insurance, but the premiums were al-
ways around $200 a week just for him. There
was no way we could afford $800 a month for
something that may or may not happen.

Our family of five has rarely been sick. I
have tried to practice preventative health
care by what I feed my family because I'm
positive a large percentage of health costs
are due to diet.

My husband makes $500 a week, on aver-
age; my daughter makes a little over $300 a
week. Our rent is $800 a month. Utilities run
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$200. We can barely afford the $47 liability in-
surance on my husband’s vehicle. My daugh-
ter pays the $95 liability insurance on her ve-
hicle.

We have barely been able to buy groceries,
and I know how to shop frugally. We have no
credit cards or expensive habits. We use the
library a great deal. My question is: What
will we do when we are fined because we
don’t have health insurance? There is abso-
lutely no way we can afford health insurance
for a family of five.

It is hard to go day by day watching what
is happening with the government of this
once great Nation. I am so discouraged and
disappointed, and I try not to fear the future
when it comes to the American Government,
which will dictate my future regardless.
Thank you for your time.

Respectfully, Christy in Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas.

I want Christy to know, and I want
everybody in America to know, that I
hear you. Those guys that are driving
the nails, those guys that are turning
the wrenches, the nurses that are pro-
viding health care, the firemen who are
doing their jobs working the 40-hour
week, barely making ends meet, and
we’re piling more and more debt on
this country—=$1.3 trillion in additional
costs, when Social Security and Medi-
care are nearing bankruptcy. It’s un-
conscionable.

I want folks to know, certainly in my
district and folks across the country,
that there are people here that hear
you. And we’re going to work for you
and try to fix this problem because we
can’t sustain this any longer.

——————

CONGRATULATING ORACLE TEAM
USA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS)
for his courtesy to allow me, with
great enthusiasm, to come to the floor
to salute Team America, the Oracle
Team USA, which came from behind to
win the America’s Cup.

As many people may be aware, and
some not, over the past year or so the
San Francisco Bay Area has been home
to the America’s Cup race. It’s a vener-
able race. It is usually out to sea,
where people in their sailboats could
witness what was going on or see it on
TV. Because of the vision of Larry Elli-
son, it was brought to San Francisco
Bay. It went from white caps to blue
collar, and anyone who could see the
bay could see the America’s Cup race.
The shores were lined with people, and
anyone who had a view of the water
could see something spectacular hap-
pen.

For the past 2 weeks, San Francisco
was home to the 34th America’s Cup
Finals, where Oracle Team USA and
Emirates New Zealand raced across the
bay for the right to win the oldest tro-
phy in international sport.

The race was swift—boasting ACT72s,
the fastest catamarans the competition
has ever seen. The race was long—last-
ing over 15 days, as these two incred-
ible teams competed in 19 races. The
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race was close—featuring the first
“winner-takes-all”’ final race in 30
years.

And yesterday afternoon, the 34th
America’s Cup finished with the most
incredible comeback in history. After
trailing Team New Zealand one to
eight—Team USA had one, Team New
Zealand had eight—Oracle Team USA
surged ahead to win an unprecedented
eight straight races to once again hold
the America’s Cup trophy high above
their heads.

Skipper Jimmy Spithill, Tactician
Sir Ben Ainslie, and the entire Oracle
Team USA sailed into the Port of San
Francisco as champions, welcomed by
the largest and loudest crowd to cheer
their entrance into history—or any
team in history.

There could be no better backdrop, in
my view—or in the view of anyone who
saw it—to such a momentous American
moment when Team USA in San Fran-
cisco Bay crossed over to victory with
the backdrop of the hugest American
flag I have ever seen.

This all was a vision of Oracle Team
Sponsor Larry Ellison, who was on the
water with his crew joining in the cele-
bration of his team’s second victory in
America’s Cup. Larry Ellison’s vision
democratized the Cup—as I said, from
white caps to blue collar—by bringing
the race so close to the shoreline that
everyone who could view San Francisco
Bay could view the excitement of
America’s Cup.

That beautiful sight was made pos-
sible by the extraordinary leadership of
San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, Cali-
fornia Lieutenant Governor Gavin
Newsom, Mark Buell, who led a private
sector initiative, Kyri McClellan of the
America’s Cup Organizing Committee,
and Daley Dunham with the Port of
San Francisco.

Thank you to the Coast Guard, the
National Park Service, and the Army
Corps of Engineers for helping make
this race a spectacular sight to see.
With the help of these leaders and the
local San Francisco maritime unions,
the world witnessed one of the greatest
moments in sports history on the beau-
tiful bay.

The America’s Cup is the oldest and
most prestigious trophy in yachting.
Team USA won the very first race in
1851 and had successfully defended the
Cup for the next 132 years, until 1983.
Exactly 30 years later, the Cup re-
turned home where it belongs—in the
hands of American sailors who defied
the odds, were so courageous, were so
disciplined, who were so focused, who
had such a strategic plan to give our
country—USA, USA, USA—a victory
we will never forget.

Thank you, Oracle Team USA, for
putting your hearts, your souls, your
everything, your all into the 34th
America’s Cup. You have earned your
place in history.
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FOREIGN POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. IssA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, as a proud
Californian, I join Ms. PELOSI in con-
gratulating Oracle Team USA. Ever
since Dennis Conner brought the Cup
to California, we, as Californians, are
very proud of it.

I didn’t spend the weekend in San
Francisco, though. I spent it in Libya
and in Cairo, because, as we speak here
today, the good things that are going
on in America are often overshadowed
by our poor foreign policy, our inatten-
tion to historic allies and obligations.

Today, war is going on in the Sinai,
and the Egyptian Army is fighting it
while we debate whether or not to sup-
port their effort. We debate whether or
not a coup that overthrew a dictator
who was elected—a man who no sooner
got his office then he began moving
Egypt toward shari’a law, abolishing
its form of balance, including its judi-
ciary and its parliament. We continue
to debate.

The fact is we need allies in the re-
gion. Israel needs allies in the region.
Egypt needs to protect borders from in-
surgency and terrorism to its south, in
the Sinai, and along the Libyan border.

More than ever, the Libyan border is
a concern for all of us. It is a lawless
area. The term ‘‘Benghazi’’ often is
taken for the sad loss of four brave
Americans at our consulate, but the
truth is Benghazi is the next Afghani-
stan if we cannot engage and stop the
terrorism that is going on there. It is a
training ground for insurgents—one of
many.

So when many talk in foreign policy
today about the Arab Spring, I'd like
all Americans to understand, Mr.
Speaker, the Arab Spring is, in fact,
sulfur water spewing from mosques,
from terrorist strongholds, from ideo-
logical extremists in the region. It is
taking on a life of its own under this
administration, and that life will end
the secular life, the freedom of religion
that many moderate Arab states have
enjoyed for generations.

Under President Morsi, we saw more
than 50 Coptic churches burned; and in
the days coming afterwards, even more
by the Muslim Brotherhood, who some-
how felt that one election based on one
man, one vote, and one time would
allow them to rule the largest Arab
country forever as an Islamic state.
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Mr. Speaker, I believe that all of my
colleagues need to begin to look at the
wrong direction we have taken. Stop
celebrating an Arab Spring that really
is about overthrowing allies who we
have questions about whether or not
they’re heading toward a democratic
state. But we have no doubt we have
pushed them toward the rule of law, to-
ward institutions, and toward being
part of a world that denounces and re-
nounces various bad activities.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot stress strongly
enough that if we continue to have a
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policy of leading from behind, of inde-
cision, of asking this body to spank
somebody slightly for using chemical
weapons while not taking an affirma-
tive action toward a government that
would respect its people, and particu-
larly minorities and Christians in the
region, then we have no policy and we
have no allies.

Mr. Speaker, I take no pride in say-
ing that when President Obama at-
tempted to go into Syria, he did not
get support from his own party nor my
party nor virtually any of our historic
allies for a reason. His plan was ill-con-
ceived and led to no real positive
change in Syria.

For our allies in the region—for Jor-
dan, for Lebanon, for Egypt, and for
Israel—we must develop a consistent
policy where our enemies fear us and
our allies respect and count on us al-
ways. We don’t have that today. I
would call on all my colleagues to be-
come more familiar with the Arab
Spring and see the sulfur that comes
up and is often mixed and misunder-
stood for drinking water.

————
WE DON'T SERVE TEENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to join with the
Democratic leader and chairman of the
Oversight and Government Reform
Committee in congratulating Team
USA on winning the America’s Cup.

I rise today to inform my colleagues
about a consumer protection initiative
of the Federal Trade Commission to
address underage drinking in the
United States known as ‘“We Don’t
Serve Teens.”

People may not think of underage
drinking as a consumer protection
issue. But We Don’t Serve Teens is an
annual educational effort each Sep-
tember as teens head back to high
school and college. The goal is to sus-
tain and build on the progress our Na-
tion has made in combating underage
drinking. In my hometown of Chicago,
Crown Imports is leading an effort to
publicize the We Don’t Serve Teens
message.

We need the active involvement of
parents, older siblings, relatives, edu-
cators, and other adults. Years of gov-
ernment surveys show that a signifi-
cant number of young teens get alcohol
from their own homes or the homes of
friends or extended family members.
Most parents are extremely careful
about watching what their younger
children eat or drink. For our teens,
maintaining vigilance over the refrig-
erator, the wine rack, or the liquor
cabinet is equally important.

Illegal underage drinking among
older teens is a more formidable chal-
lenge. They are mobile and often able
to obtain alcohol from older friends
and family members, including older
students in colleges and universities.
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