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Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, in Groton, Connecticut, which
is a community right on Long Island
Sound, The Day Newspaper of New
London hosted a job fair for the sur-
rounding area, which I had the oppor-
tunity to attend for about an hour or
so. And the good news is that there
were 16 companies that were there, em-
ployers who had job openings who,
again, were anxious to use the job fair
as a chance to meet face-to-face with
folks who attended.

The distressing news, though, was
that there were over 800 people who
showed up for the event. The line
wound out from the ballroom of the
Groton Inn and Suites through the
lobby and onto the sidewalk and into
the parking lot; and, clearly, if anyone
who was attending there, it was quite
obvious that there was not even close
to the number of openings to match up
with the number of people who were in
attendance.

As I said, I had a chance to visit for
a while, walked around, talked to a
number of people, and was struck by
the fact that the number one question
on people’s minds who, again, were car-
rying heavy burdens, some of them who
had been out of work for as much as 18
months, 2 years, a lot of young people
who just graduated from college, car-
rying student loans, anxious to try and
get a start in life and a way to pay the
bills, the question was, Well, is Con-
gress going to shut down the govern-
ment?

And it seemed sort of a little bit out
of sync with the reality of what was
going on in the room. But, in fact,
thinking about it, I mean, it’s very
clear that the people there understood
instinctively that a government shut-
down in roughly 8 or 9 days is exactly
the wrong thing that the U.S. economy
needs right now, particularly in terms
of fostering job growth and giving peo-
ple confidence about the future.

That event, compounded by a debt
limit showdown, which now the Treas-
ury Department announced this morn-
ing that on October 17 the borrowing
authority of the U.S. Treasury, the full
faith and credit of our country, is actu-
ally going to expire in terms of being
able to pay the bills for our Nation.

Whether it’s our troops over in Af-
ghanistan, whether it’s the folks who
protect us at our airports, whether it’s
the FBI, the Coast Guard which, again,
my district is home of the Coast Guard
Academy, the notion that our Nation,
which has always honored its full faith
and credit over the 230-plus years of its
history, would somehow be put into
doubt is, again, another one of these
self-inflicted body blows that this in-
stitution is on the verge of inflicting,
again, on a very fragile economy.

When you looked in the faces of the
people who were at that job fair yester-
day, I’'m very proud of the fact that I
come from a State with very high edu-
cational attainment levels, really, in
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the top five in the country. What was
clear was that you were talking to peo-
ple who were, in many instances, very
experienced employees, working in
manufacturing, pharmaceutical, retail
businesses, many of them with cer-
tainly strong educational backgrounds,
with college degrees and post-college
degrees.

They’re ready. They’re ready to go
out and support themselves and their
families; and talking to them about
food stamps, or this type of public as-
sistance or that type of public assist-
ance, that’s not what they’re looking
for. They’re looking for an economy
that has a horizon so that employers
and budget-makers and individuals who
are so critical in terms of investment
decisions in this country are going to
have confidence about the fact that
we’re not going to capsize the world’s
financial markets by, basically, threat-
ening the value of U.S. Treasury bonds,
which is still the number one security
in the world today.

The question is whether in a month’s
time that’s still going to be the case.

It is time for this institution to start
focusing on what people really get up
and worry about every single day,
which is about jobs, the economy, and
the future of their families.

I don’t want to end on a totally de-
pressing note, and I want to end on a
positive note. In the first week of Au-
gust, I had the privilege to be at the
Oval Office for a bill signing on the stu-
dent loan legislation, which cut the in-
terest rates on the Stafford Loan pro-
gram from 6.8 percent to 3.8 percent.

Again, as a member of the Education
Committee, this is an issue I've been
working on for a number of years. It
was a hard-fought compromise to get
that measure to the President’s desk in
August. We’ll save thousands of dollars
for middle class families and for stu-
dents who are going to college.

But the fact is that we were standing
there behind President Obama with the
Republican chairman of the Education
Committee to my left; the Independent
Senator from Maine, ANGUS KING, to
my right; and other Democrats and Re-
publicans who were in the room.

The fact of the matter is that event
showed that, when we do our duty in
this institution, when people actually
recognize that we’re not here as part of
a debate club, we’re not here to read
“Green Eggs and Ham,”’ like the circus
that’s going on over in the Senate
right now; but that we’re here to do
our work and to pass measures to pro-
tect America’s middle class.

Let’s get the jobs of this country
growing again. Let’s pass a budget.
Let’s protect America’s full faith and
credit in the next couple of weeks or
so, and then this economy is poised to
grow, and we’re going to help those
people who were lined up yesterday in
Groton, Connecticut.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 24, 2013.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 24, 2013 at 11:48 a.m.:

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 1412.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 12
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 p.m.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

As the remaining days of the fiscal
year wind down, forget not Your peo-
ple. There are many differences plagu-
ing our Nation’s discourse. Please send
wisdom upon the leaders serving in
government and goodwill among all the
principals in current negotiations.

We thank You for the service of so
many who work every day in this
building, whose labor provides the lu-
brication for the very public actions of
the Members of this assembly.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
THE PRESIDENT’S SHUTDOWN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in less than 1 week, funding
for the Federal Government is set to
expire, which would result in a dev-
astating government shutdown. On Fri-
day, House Republicans passed a bipar-
tisan continuing resolution to keep the
government’s doors open so that serv-
ices are not interrupted, our national
security will remain intact, and Amer-
ican families will be protected from the
unsustainable, unaffordable health care
law which destroys jobs.

It is obvious by the President’s
threat to veto the legislation that we
cannot rely on our Commander in Chief
to negotiate. Sadly, last week, he or-
dered his administration to prepare for
a government shutdown, proving that
he is unwilling to help solve this crisis.

Now is the time for the Senate to
act. House Republicans remain opti-
mistic that Senate leadership will find
a solution to prevent the President’s
government shutdown. I appreciate the
courage of Senator TED CRUZ to edu-
cate the American people on the con-
sequences of Big Government, reducing
freedom.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———
GRAY WOLF

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service recently published notice of
two proposed rules. The first is to
delist the gray wolf and list the Mexi-
can wolf as endangered. The second is
to consider expansion of the geographic
boundaries of the Mexican wolf experi-
mental population area in Arizona and
New Mexico, as well as modification of
the 10(j) rule for managing the experi-
mental Mexican wolf population. Much
of the area in consideration is in Arizo-
na’s First District, which I represent.

The Service has not scheduled a hear-
ing of these proposed rules in Arizona,
where folks live and work on these
multiple-use rural landscapes. It is im-
perative that the Service hold hearings
in Arizona, close to the areas that are
most affected by these proposals, and
that there be adequate time to analyze
and submit comments.

It is equally imperative that the
Service continue to work with, as a
partner and cooperating agency, the
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Arizona Game and Fish Department.
This is the boots-on-the-ground State
agency the Service has depended on the
most in managing the Mexican wolf
program.

———

OBAMACARE’S BROKEN PROMISES

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, in just 6
days, ObamaCare’s insurance ex-
changes are scheduled to open. But
what consumers will find in terms of
health plans and cost will be a far cry
from what they were promised by this
administration.

The American people are tired of
ObamaCare’s broken promises. Presi-
dent Obama said that, ‘‘if you like your
plan, you can keep your plan.” But
that just isn’t the case. The authors
touted this law as a ‘‘job creator,”’ but,
instead, it has caused employees to
lose hours and made small businesses
drop coverage for employees and ques-
tion whether they can continue to hire.

Mr. Speaker, with the mentality of
“we have to pass it to find out what’s
in it,” this administration forced a
2,000-page bill into law. This doesn’t
even account for the already tens of
thousands of pages of regulations folks
are going to have to navigate through.

It’s clear, from reports detailing in-
creased costs and taxes to the polls
showing that the majority of Ameri-
cans do not want this, that ObamaCare
must be repealed, reformed, or delayed.

———

BIPARTISAN SOLUTION TO
IMMIGRATION

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss the need for a bipar-
tisan solution to our Nation’s immigra-
tion challenges.

This past Saturday, I spoke at a nat-
uralization ceremony in Tacoma,
Washington, where 72 men and women
from all corners of the world took their
oath of allegiance to our Nation. I saw
the joy on the faces of these new Amer-
ican brothers and sisters, including
several military members who risked
their lives to protect our Nation before
they themselves had the rights to citi-
zenship. Personally, the day also
marked the 65th anniversary, to the
day, of my grandmother’s and mother’s
immigration to the United States from
Holland.

The occasion served to remind me
that we are a stronger Nation because
of our Nation’s diversity and the expe-
riences that people bring here. We are
indeed a Nation of immigrants, but
we’re also a Nation of laws. It’s time to
modernize those laws in a way that al-
lows us to further secure our borders
and create a feasible solution for the 11
million undocumented people here in
the United States.
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Improving our legal immigration sys-
tem will ensure American workers re-
ceive the benefits of competing on an
equal ground. It will reduce exploi-
tation and give undocumented workers
and their families a path toward
achieving opportunity.

I hope we can cross party lines and
pass a meaningful, comprehensive im-
migration reform bill.

———

OBAMACARE TO HIT NORTH
CAROLINA HARDEST

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
speak on behalf of North Carolinians
who cannot afford to be worse off under
ObamacCare.

Today, single North Carolinians in
their mid-twenties can pay as little as
$35 a month for health insurance.
Under ObamaCare, they will pay $183
for a bronze plan. In direct contradic-
tion to the President’s promise of sav-
ings, health care costs for a family of
four may even increase $7,000. Where is
the affordability in that?

Americans aren’t interested in the
administration’s PR. They’re con-
cerned with whether they’ll have to
spend more on January 1 than they are
spending today. The answer to that
question is, sadly, yes for many in my
State under ObamacCare.

ObamaCare is going to hit too many
North Carolina families right in the
wallet. It should be repealed and re-
placed with our American Health Care
Reform Act.

OCTOBER 1 SIGNALS A NEW DAY

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, in
just 6 days, the health exchanges will
be open for enrollment and many peo-
ple will have access to quality, afford-
able health care for the very first time.

The Congressional Black Caucus just
completed 8 town halls across the
country to fully and accurately inform
our communities about the exchanges
and Medicaid expansion and when and
how to enroll and who their navigators
and their certified enrollment assisters
are. Everywhere we went, we found
people hungry for the information we
shared, including how the law had al-
ready helped thousands of people in
their area: the young people who
stayed on their parents’ insurance, the
many Medicare beneficiaries who were
able to get preventive services and
wellness visits without a copay, and
the many people who got significant
rebates from their insurance companies
and how much each Medicare bene-
ficiary saved in prescription drug costs.
They were very angry about the misin-
formation that continues to be spread
about the Affordable Care Act.

We Democrats are proud of the work
we did with President Obama to create
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