
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5629 September 18, 2013 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Corporal Duane Edgar Dewey of the 
United States Marine Corps. Corporal 
Dewey was with the First Marine Divi-
sion and was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for conspicuous gallantry in ac-
tion on April 16, 1952, near Panmunjom, 
Korea. 

While receiving medical attention for 
his own wounds after a fierce night at-
tack by a numerically superior and ag-
gressive enemy force, an enemy gre-
nade landed close to the position of 
Corporal Dewey and his fellow soldiers. 
Disregarding his own safety and in-
tense pain, Corporal Dewey pulled his 
corpsman to the ground, shouted a 
warning to other marines, and covered 
the grenade with his own body, absorb-
ing the explosion and saving his com-
rades from possible injury or death. 

It is for his indomitable heroism and 
consummate devotion to duty that I 
am proud to honor and to remember 
the actions of Corporal Duane Edgar 
Dewey. 

f 

FORT HOOD HEROES ACT 

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
nice evening to be introducing what I 
have to say. This Roll Call of Heroes is 
inspiring to any and all Americans, in-
cluding myself. 

Yesterday I dropped into the hopper 
a bill entitled Fort Hood Heroes Act, 
H.R. 3111. This bill was introduced with 
119 original cosponsors on a bipartisan 
basis. 

This bill declares the shooting that 
took place at Fort Hood an act of ter-
rorism that should have been prevented 
and that Nidal Hasan was an Islamic 
extremist. The bill would award Purple 
Hearts to the soldiers who were killed 
or wounded in the attack, and award 
the Secretary of Defense Medal of 
Freedom to civilians who were killed 
or wounded in the attack. 

This bill would provide benefits to 
the victims of the attack who were 
killed or wounded and their families, 
deeming the killing or wounding to 
have occurred: 

For soldiers, in a combat zone and at 
the hands of an enemy of the United 
States; 

For civilian DOD employees, by hos-
tile action while serving alongside the 
Armed Forces during a contingency op-
eration and in a terrorist attack. 

The possible benefits they will re-
ceive will be: 

Combat-related special compensa-
tion; 

Maximum coverage under Service-
members’ Group Life Insurance; 

Tax breaks after death in combat 
zone or terrorist attack; 

Special pay for subjection to hostile 
fire or imminent danger; 

Unearned portions of bonuses; 
Combat-related injury rehabilitation 

pay; and 
Meals at military treatment facili-

ties. 
f 

HONORING MAJOR DREW DENNIS 
DIX 

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Major Drew Dennis Dix of the United 
States Army who hails from the home-
town of heroes, Pueblo, Colorado. 
Major Dix was a military adviser for 
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
and was awarded the Medal of Honor 
for conspicuous gallantry in action on 
January 31, 1968. 

Major Dix led a force to rescue 
trapped civilians from a city. When the 
rescue team entered the city, they 
were greeted with intense automatic 
rifle fire and machine gun fire from the 
Vietcong. Major Dix personally en-
gaged and killed six Vietcong in a 
building where two civilians were 
trapped. The following day, Dix assem-
bled a 20-man force to clear the Viet-
cong out of the city. The group cap-
tured 20 and attacked several who had 
entered the residence of the deputy 
province chief, successfully rescuing 
the official’s wife and children. 

It is for this indomitable heroism and 
supreme bravery that I am proud to 
honor and remember the actions of 
Major Drew Dennis Dix. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
RONALD ERIC RAY 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the heroic efforts of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Ronald Eric Ray of the 
United States Army. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Ray, who lives in Tarpon Springs, 
Florida, was a platoon leader in the 
25th Infantry Division and was awarded 
the Medal of Honor for profound brav-
ery in action on June 19, 1969, in Viet-
nam. 

When one of his patrol teams was 
ambushed, Lieutenant Colonel Ray set 
up a defensive perimeter while elimi-
nating multiple Vietcong positions 
with grenades and rifle fire. Lieutenant 
Colonel Ray then began directing air 
and medical support into the area. 
When a grenade fell between two of his 
men, he threw himself upon it, shield-
ing them from the blast, but sustaining 
multiple shrapnel wounds himself. 
Though wounded, Lieutenant Colonel 
Ray remained on the field and provided 
effective fire support until the last of 
his men were safely extracted. 

It is for his courage and commitment 
to his men that I am proud to honor 
and remember the actions of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Ronald Eric Ray. 

b 1830 

HONORING SPECIALIST FIFTH 
CLASS CLARENCE EUGENE SAS-
SER 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Specialist Fifth Class Clarence Eugene 
Sasser of the United States Army. 

A native Texan, from Rosharon, Spe-
cialist Fifth Class Clarence Sasser was 
with the 9th Infantry Division and re-
ceived his Medal of Honor for actions of 
immense gallantry on January 10, 1968, 
in Vietnam. 

While his company was making an 
air assault, they were surrounded at 
the landing zone and suffered 30 casual-
ties in the first few minutes. In order 
to assist the wounded, Specialist Fifth 
Class Sasser ran through open fire sev-
eral times. He ignored his own need for 
medical attention in order to provide 
care to his fellow men. When both of 
his legs were immobilized, Sergeant 
First Class Sasser dragged himself into 
a position to assist others and then en-
couraged soldiers to crawl to safety 
where he tended to their wounds until 
evacuation. 

It is for his upholding of the highest 
military values that I am proud to 
honor the actions of Specialist Fifth 
Class Clarence Eugene Sasser. 

I’m RANDY WEBER, and that’s the 
way it is in America. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
ERNEST EDISON WEST 

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Private First Class Ernest Edison West 
of the United States Army. 

Private First Class West served with 
Company L, 25th Infantry Division and 
was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
conspicuous gallantry in action in 
Korea on October 12, 1952. 

When Private First Class West’s pa-
trol was ambushed, he ordered his fel-
low men to withdraw while he braved 
enemy fire to reach and assist the pa-
trol leader. In the evacuation process, 
he and his wounded leader came under 
intense enemy attack. Private First 
Class West used his body to shield the 
wounded officer and killed the attack-
ing enemy. Although Private First 
Class West lost his eye and was seri-
ously wounded, he returned again 
through intense fire to help evacuate 
more wounded soldiers. 

Because of his valiant efforts and ex-
traordinary military spirit, I am proud 
to honor and remember the actions of 
Private First Class Ernest Edison West 
of Kentucky’s Fourth District. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:48 Sep 19, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K18SE7.079 H18SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5630 September 18, 2013 
HONORING SPECIALIST MICHAEL 

JOHN FITZMAURICE 

(Mrs. NOEM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor a hero of our country and the 
State of South Dakota, Specialist Mi-
chael John Fitzmaurice, of the United 
States Army. Specialist Fitzmaurice, 
serving in the 3rd Platoon, Troop D, 
was awarded the Medal of Honor for his 
bravery in action on March 23, 1971, in 
Vietnam. 

When three enemy explosive charges 
landed in their bunker, Specialist 
Fitzmaurice quickly removed two and 
smothered the other charge with his 
body and flak vest. Despite his injuries, 
he charged the enemy, engaging at 
times in hand-to-hand combat. 
Fitzmaurice refused medical evacu-
ation and continued fighting. 

It is because of his extraordinary 
bravery and devotion to duty that I am 
proud to honor the actions of Spe-
cialist Michael John Fitzmaurice 
today. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
CHARLES CHRIS HAGEMEISTER 

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Chris Hagemeister of the 
United States Army. 

Lieutenant Colonel Hagemeister was 
with the 1st Cavalry Division and was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry in action on March 
20, 1967, in Vietnam. 

When Lieutenant Colonel 
Hagemeister’s platoon came under at-
tack, he disregarded his own safety and 
raced through deadly fire to provide 
aid to two of his wounded comrades. He 
then crawled forward to assist and en-
courage the platoon leader and other 
soldiers. 

While under fire at close range, the 
lieutenant colonel took a rifle from a 
fallen soldier, killed a sniper, three ad-
vancing soldiers, and silenced an 
enemy machine gunner. 

Unable to move the wounded, he 
again braved enemy fire and returned 
with help. Lieutenant Colonel 
Hagemeister then continued to admin-
ister aid and help remove his wounded 
brothers. 

It is for his extraordinary bravery 
and selflessness that I am proud to 
honor and remember the actions of 
Lieutenant Colonel Charles Chris 
Hagemeister. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
ARTHUR J. JACKSON 

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the valiant efforts of 
Private First Class Arthur J. Jackson 
of the United States Marine Corps. 

Private First Class Arthur J. Jack-
son was awarded the Medal of Honor 
for conspicuous gallantry and intre-
pidity above and beyond the call of 
duty in action against the enemy in 
Japan. 

When Private First Class Arthur J. 
Jackson’s platoon’s left flank advance 
was held up by the fire of Japanese 
troops, Private First Class Jackson 
charged a large pillbox housing ap-
proximately 35 enemy soldiers. Pouring 
his automatic fire into the opening of 
the fixed installation to trap the occu-
pying troops, he hurled white phos-
phorous grenades and explosive charges 
demolishing the pillbox and killing the 
enemies. He advanced two smaller posi-
tions and stormed one gun position 
after another until he succeeded in 
wiping out a total of 12 pillboxes and 50 
Japanese soldiers. His gallant initia-
tive and heroic conduct in the face of 
extreme peril reflect the highest credit 
upon Private Jackson and the U.S. 
Naval Service. 

It is for his courage and unwavering 
devotion to duty that I am proud to 
honor and remember the actions of Pri-
vate First Class Arthur J. Jackson. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
DON J. JENKINS 

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Medal of Honor recipi-
ent Don J. Jenkins of the United 
States Army for his brave service in 
Vietnam. 

Under heavy crossfire, Don Jenkins 
maneuvered forward to an exposed po-
sition and began placing suppressive 
fire on the enemy. He exposed himself 
to extremely heavy fire when he re-
peatedly ran and crawled across open 
terrain to obtain resupplies of ammuni-
tion until he had exhausted all that 
was available for his machine gun. Dis-
playing tremendous presence of mind, 
he then armed himself with two anti-
tank weapons and, by himself, maneu-
vered through the rapid, hostile fire to 
within 20 meters of an enemy bunker 
to destroy that position. After moving 
back to the friendly defensive perim-
eter long enough to secure yet another 
weapon, a grenade launcher, Don Jen-
kins moved forward to a position pro-
viding no protection and resumed plac-
ing accurate fire on the enemy until 
his ammunition was again exhausted. 

It is for his courage and unwavering 
devotion to duty that I am proud to 
honor the actions of Private First 
Class Don J. Jenkins of Morgantown, 
Kentucky. I have the great privilege of 
knowing him personally, and I’m proud 
to call him my friend. 

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT 
RICHARD A. PITTMAN 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Master Sergeant Richard Allan Pitt-
man of the United States Marine 
Corps. 

Master Sergeant Pittman was with 
Company I, 1st Division and was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for con-
summate gallantry in action on July 
24, 1966, in Vietnam. 

When the company fell under intense 
enemy fire, Master Sergeant Pittman 
grabbed a machine gun and rushed to-
ward the front to provide support. 
Through withering enemy fire, Master 
Sergeant Pittman rushed to the front 
of the patrol and eliminated multiple 
enemy positions. Master Sergeant Pitt-
man then charged an additional 50 
yards to retrieve three downed ma-
rines. In establishing a defensive posi-
tion, he was able to engage and inflict 
heavy casualties upon an enemy force 
of 40 and successfully ward off their ad-
vance, saving the lives of many of the 
company’s men. 

It is for his bold fighting spirit and 
extreme devotion to duty that I am 
proud to honor and remember the ac-
tions of Master Sergeant Richard Allan 
Pittman. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT ALLEN 
JAMES LYNCH 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I rise today to 
honor a true American hero—Sergeant 
Allen James Lynch of Gurnee, Illinois. 

Sergeant Lynch received the Medal 
of Honor for his brave actions in the 
Vietnam war where he risked his life to 
save three of his comrades. 

On December 15, 1967, Lynch, serving 
as a radio-telephone operator for the 
United States Army, ran through open 
enemy fire to rescue three wounded 
soldiers. As the rest of the company 
withdrew, he stayed behind and single- 
handedly defended their position for 2 
hours until reinforcements could be 
sent to evacuate them. Sergeant Lynch 
was just 22 years old at the time. 

His meritorious actions extend far 
beyond his service in Vietnam. He con-
tinues to serve as a staunch advocate 
for disabled veterans and remains an 
inspiration to the community, often 
visiting with local schools and chal-
lenging students to be the next great 
leaders in America. 

I commend his actions and his con-
tinued service to my community and to 
our country—a true inspiration. 

I am proud to honor Sergeant Allen 
James Lynch and his outstanding cour-
age. 
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