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Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the heroic actions of Congres-
sional Medal of Honor recipient Ola
Lee Mize of Gadsden, Alabama, who re-
sides in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict, which I'm honored to represent.

Colonel Mize was with the 3rd Infan-
try Division and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for outstanding cour-
age in action on June 10 and 11, 1953, in
Korea. His company was responsible for
the defense of a vital position that was
attacked by a well-organized enemy
force. Colonel Mize charged through an
intense barrage of fire to rescue a
friend who had fallen. Following the
successful rescue, Colonel Mize re-
turned to his post and dug in. Although
under duress, Colonel Mize held the
line, fighting to keep his men safe.
Colonel Mize protected his fellow sol-
diers, called in artillery support, and
led a successful counterattack.

It is for his unflinching courage and
valor that I’'m proud to honor and re-
member the actions of Colonel Ola Lee
Mize. The Fourth District of Alabama,
the State of Alabama, and the United
States Congress is very honored to rec-
ognize the work that he did in Korea.

———

HONORING COLONEL ROBERT JO-
SEPH MODRZEJEWSKI AND
COLONEL JAY VARGAS

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to rise today to honor the heroic
efforts in Vietnam of two veterans of
the United States Marine Corps who
today call San Diego their home: Colo-
nel Robert Joseph Modrzejewski and
Colonel Jay Vargas.

Colonel Modrzejewski was the com-
manding officer of Company K and was
awarded the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry in action in Viet-
nam. Though wounded, he refused to
allow his men to be overrun during an
attack on a well-fortified enemy in a
superior position. Though they sus-
tained many casualties, Colonel
Modrzejewski and his men were suc-
cessful in repelling the enemy.

Colonel Vargas served as com-
manding officer of Company G and was
awarded the Medal of Honor for his ex-
traordinary heroism in action. Al-
though wounded, Colonel Vargas led
his men in an emboldened attack on
heavily defended enemy forces. On the
second day, Colonel Vargas saw his
battalion commander go down and,
after advancing to his position, carried
him to safety.

For their unparalleled heroism and
gallantry in action, exemplifying the
spirit of the Marine Corps, I'm proud to
honor and remember the actions of
Colonel Modrzejewski and Colonel
Vargas.
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HONORING SERGEANT DAKOTA L.
MEYER

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Marine Sergeant Dakota L. Meyer.

Sergeant Meyer was a scout sniper
with the 3rd Marines and was awarded
the Medal of Honor for conspicuous
gallantry in action on September 8,
2009, in Afghanistan. While maintain-
ing security at a patrol rally point, an
element of Sergeant Meyer’s team was
moving on foot through a village. When
they were ambushed, Sergeant Meyer
and a fellow marine raced to provide
additional support for the ambushed
squad.

Despite concentrated enemy assaults,
Meyer made two trips into the ambush
area to evacuate two-dozen Afghan sol-
diers. He was then wounded by gunfire.
After that, he made additional trips
into the ambush area to recover addi-
tional wounded soldiers, and provided
fire to help the remaining U.S. and Af-
ghan soldiers fight their way out of the
ambush. For his heroic efforts, Dakota
L. Meyer was awarded the Medal of
Honor on September 8, 2009.

When Douglas MacArthur gave his
farewell speech to West Point, it was
entitled, ‘Duty, Honor, Country.” I
think those three words reflect the ef-
forts of Dakota L. Meyer and his entire
team.

Today, I pay tribute to Dakota L.
Meyer of the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Kentucky.

——————

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT TY
MICHAEL CARTER

(Mr. HECK of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, four of the 79 living Congressional
Medal of Honor recipients live in the
congressional district that I have the
great honor to represent. I will speak
on three tonight.

I rise first to honor the incredible
courage and outstanding heroism of
Staff Sergeant Ty Michael Carter of
the United States Army—America’s
newest Congressional Medal of Honor
recipient.

Staff Sergeant Carter was a cavalry
scout with Bravo Troop and was award-
ed the Medal of Honor for extreme
bravery in action on October 3, 2009, in
Afghanistan. On the morning of Octo-
ber 3, Sergeant Carter’s outpost came
under heavy and intense fire from all
sides. Staff Sergeant Carter charged to
an exposed forward position and pro-
vided deadly suppressive fire into the
oncoming enemy attack, stalling their
advance. When a fellow soldier was
critically wounded, Staff Sergeant Car-
ter, though wounded as well, coura-
geously charged again through the
enemy onslaught to provide aid to his
comrade. Sergeant Carter’s heroic ac-
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tions and tactical skill were central to
beating back the enemy offensive and
saving numerous lives.

It is for his incomprehensible courage
that I am proud to honor and remem-
ber the actions of Staff Sergeant Ty
Michael Carter, a resident of Yelm,
Washington.

————

HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR ROBERT MARTIN PAT-
TERSON

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the heroic efforts
of Command Sergeant Major Robert
Martin Patterson of the United States
Army.

Command Sergeant Major Patterson
was a fire team leader of the 3rd Pla-
toon, 17th Cavalry Regiment, and was
awarded the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry in action on May 6,
1968, in Vietnam. When the 3rd Platoon
became pinned down by interlocking
enemy fire and rocket-propelled gre-
nades, Command Sergeant Major Pat-
terson led two men in quickly silencing
an enemy bunker with rifle and gre-
nade assaults.

When Command Sergeant Major Pat-
terson noticed the enemy engaging his
men from hidden spider holes, he en-
tered the complex and single-handedly
conducted an assault on their position.
In so doing, the sergeant major suc-
cessfully destroyed five enemy bunk-
ers, killing eight and capturing seven
enemy weapons.

It is for his dauntless courage and
heroism that I am proud to honor and
remember the actions of Command
Sergeant Major Robert Martin Patter-
son.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
ALFRED VELAZQUEZ RASCON

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the heroic efforts of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Alfred Velazquez Rascon of
the United States Army.

Lieutenant Rascon was a medic with
the 173rd Airborne and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for extraordinary cour-
age in action on March 16, 1966, in Viet-
nam. The following is directly from his
commendation:

Disregarding heavy enemy fire, Lieutenant
Colonel Rascon rushed to the aid of wounded
machine gunners and placed himself as a
shield between himself and the enemy. After
saving two men, he entered the line of enemy
fire to retrieve an abandoned machine-gun,
allowing for suppressing fire while he treated
the wounded. When the sergeant of the pla-
toon went down with injuries, Lieutenant
Colonel Rascon once again placed himself as
a shield between the wounded man and the
enemy. Although sustaining multiple
wounds himself, Lieutenant Colonel Rascon
refused to leave the field until the last had
been treated.
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Lieutenant Colonel Rascon came out
of retirement and joined the United
States Army Reserves and served this
Nation in both Iraq and Afghanistan in
our recent conflicts.

It is for his amazing valor and her-
oism that I am proud and humbled to
honor and remember the actions of
Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Velazquez
Rascon.

HONORING SERGEANT ROBERT
EMMETT O'MALLEY

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Marine Corps Sergeant Robert Emmett
O’Malley of Goldthwaite, Texas.

Sergeant O’Malley was a squad leader
with Company I, 3rd Marines, during
the Vietnam War, and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for supreme bravery in
action on August 18, 1965.

Sergeant O’Malley’s unit came under
heavy enemy fire while conducting an
amphibious assault on an enemy posi-
tion during Operation Starlite. Dis-
regarding his own safety, Sergeant
O’Malley charged forward and Kkilled
eight enemy soldiers. Then he directed
his men to fire on the enemy, with
deadly effect. He also rallied his squad
to help an adjacent Marine unit suf-
fering heavy casualties.

Although he was wounded, Sergeant
O’Malley refused to allow medics to
treat him, insisting instead on helping
evacuate wounded marines. After being
wounded a third time, Sergeant
O’Malley refused to yield the engage-
ment until all of his men were ac-
counted for.

It is for his valor, leadership, and
courageous efforts on behalf of fellow
marines that I am proud to represent
Sergeant Robert Emmett O’Malley of
the 11th Congressional District of
Texas.

————

HONORING CAPTAIN PAUL
WILLIAM BUCHA

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I'm thrilled
tonight to join my colleagues in hon-
oring these extraordinary men and
women who have been awarded the
Medal of Honor.

I rise today to honor the manifest
bravery and courage of my constituent,
Captain Paul William Bucha of the
United States Army, Ridgefield, Con-
necticut.

Captain Bucha was awarded the
Medal of Honor for gallantry in action
during March 16-19, 1968, in Vietnam.
For 3 days, on a mission to seek and
destroy enemy ©positions, Captain
Bucha led his 89-man unit through in-
tense combat. On March 18, a North Vi-
etnamese battalion with numerical su-
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periority pinned down the forward
units of his company. When Captain
Bucha discovered the origins of the
heaviest fire, he maneuvered into posi-
tion and single-handedly eliminated
the enemy position. Due to his excep-
tional leadership and guidance during
the 3-day engagement, Captain Bucha’s
men held their position, refused to
yield, and inflicted considerable cas-
ualties upon the superior enemy force.
It is for his extraordinary heroism
and exemplary leadership that I'm
proud to honor and remember the ac-
tions of Captain Paul William Bucha.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
JAMES MICHAEL SPRAYBERRY

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Lieutenant Colonel James Mi-
chael Sprayberry of the United States
Army.

Raised in Sylacauga, Alabama, he
joined the Army in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, in 1967. Lieutenant Sprayberry
was just 21 years old and serving with
the 1st Cavalry Division in Vietnam
when, on April 25, 1968, he engaged in
extraordinary acts of heroism for
which he was awarded the Medal of
Honor.

On that day, his company com-
mander and many of his fellow soldiers
were wounded and separated from the
unit. When a daytime rescue attempt
was deterred by entrenched enemy ma-
chine-gun fire, Lieutenant Colonel
Sprayberry organized and led a night-
time patrol to eliminate the enemy fire
and rescue his fellow surrounded sol-
diers.

When the patrol came under intense
enemy machine-gun fire, he single-
handedly conducted multiple attacks
against multiple enemy machine-gun
bunkers and eliminated them one by
one with hand grenades. After destroy-
ing bunkers, he was able to direct the
isolated men to safety. The operation
was a resounding success and resulted
in the safe return of many fellow sol-
diers.

It is for his conspicuous gallantry
and indomitable spirit that I am proud
to honor the actions of Lieutenant
Colonel James Michael Sprayberry.

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
HIROSHI H. MIYAMURA

(Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the
heroic efforts of Staff Sergeant Hiroshi
H. Miyamura of the United States
Army, who called Gallup, New Mexico,
home.

Sergeant Miyamura was with the 3rd
Infantry Division and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for extreme bravery in
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action from April 24-25, 1951, near
Taejon-ni, Korea. Staff Sergeant
Miyamura’s company was holding a de-
fensive position when a strong enemy
force launched a surprise attack to
overrun them. Understanding the se-
verity of the situation, Staff Sergeant
Miyamura hustled to the line and
plunged into the oncoming enemy
forces with his bayonet, killing 10 of
the attackers.

During the second assault, he used
his machine-gun, taking out the
enemy. He insisted that his men pull
back while he covered their with-
drawal. While unloading on the en-
emy’s advances, Staff Sergeant
Miyamura killed at least 50 and pro-
vided a safe withdrawal of his unit.

It is for his heroism and distin-
guished service that I am proud to
honor and remember the actions of
Staff Sergeant Hiroshi H. Miyamura.

HONORING CORPORAL RODOLFO
PEREZ “RUDY” HERNANDEZ

(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Corporal Rodolfo Perez ‘“Rudy’” Her-
nandez of the United States Army.

Corporal Hernandez was with Com-
pany G, 187th Airborne Regimental
Combat Team, and was awarded the
Medal of Honor for visible gallantry in
action on May 31, 1951 in Korea. His
platoon was in a defensive position on
Hill 420 when it came under heavy at-
tack by enemy forces. Although his
comrades were forced to withdraw, Cor-
poral Hernandez stood his ground.
When his machine-gun jammed, he val-
iantly charged with rifle and bayonet
straight into the attacking force and
he was seriously injured by a grenade
blast. Due to Corporal Hernandez’s he-
roic charge, the enemy advance was
stalled long enough for his unit to
mount a counteroffensive and retake
the hill.

It is for this extraordinary courage in
action that I am proud to honor and re-

member the actions of Corporal
Rodolfo Perez Hernandez.
————
] 1815

HONORING MAJOR FREDERICK
EDGAR FERGUSON

(Ms. SINEMA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the heroic efforts of
Major Frederick Edgar Ferguson of the
United States Army. Major Ferguson
served in the 1st Cavalry Division and
was awarded the Medal of Honor for su-
preme gallantry in action on January
31, 1968, in the Republic of Vietnam.
Today he lives in Chandler, Arizona, in
the district I have the honor of rep-
resenting.
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