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This is about trust, but it is trust
from the Tohono O’odham to the Fed-
eral Government, to the taxpayers of
Arizona, to the Governor, and to the
other tribes of Arizona.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GOsAR) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1410.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTHORITY TO EXTEND THE
UNITED STATES-REPUBLIC OF
KOREA NUCLEAR COOPERATION
AGREEMENT

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2449) to authorize the President
to extend the term of the Agreement
for Cooperation between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America
and the Government of the Republic of
Korea Concerning Civil Uses of Nuclear
Energy for a period not to exceed
March 19, 2016.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2449

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY TO EXTEND THE UNITED
STATES-REPUBLIC OF KOREA NU-
CLEAR COOPERATION AGREEMENT.

The President is authorized to extend the
term of the Agreement for Cooperation be-
tween the Government of the United States
of America and the Government of the Re-
public of Korea Concerning Civil Uses of Nu-
clear Energy for a period not to exceed
March 19, 2016, notwithstanding any other
provision of law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include any extraneous material on
this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, over the past six dec-
ades, the United States and South
Korea have built a strong and enduring
alliance, which is the cornerstone of
peace, the cornerstone of security in
the Asia-Pacific region.

Ever since the dark days of the Ko-
rean war, our two nations have stood
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side by side to meet some of today’s
most pressing challenges. The alliance
between our two countries is a model
for global partnership in every field,
whether it’s in the economic field or
political or concerning security.

And earlier this year, my good friend,
the ranking member, and I led a bipar-
tisan delegation to South Korea to re-
affirm our Nation’s steadfast commit-
ment to the good people of South
Korea. It was during this visit that we
witnessed the tremendous sacrifice
that South Koreans made in order to
live in freedom.

The ranking member and I stood by
the wreckage of the mnaval ship
Cheonan, paying our respects to the 46
South Korean sailors who perished as a
result of the unprovoked North Korean
attack, a poignant reminder of the con-
stant threat that our two nations face.

When Madame Park Geun-hye, the
first woman to be elected President of
South Korea, addressed a joint session
of Congress, she honored the deep sac-
rifice that Americans have made in
protecting her beloved nation. I was
pleased to serve on the host committee
when she visited the Congress.

Madam Park and her delegation were
warmly received when in southern
California as part of her official visit
to the United States.

Today, South Korea is at the fore-
front of global innovation, with the
world’s 13th largest economy; and as a
result of the landmark U.S.-South
Korea trade agreement, South Korea is
our seventh largest trading partner.

One of the most important areas of
our close economic cooperation is com-
merce and, particularly, commerce in
nuclear energy. And that is why, Mr.
Speaker, it is so important that the
Congress approve this piece of legisla-
tion before us today.

South Korea’s nuclear energy sector
is extensive. It’s critically important
to its economy. Its 23 operating reac-
tors produce one-third of the nation’s
electricity. In an effort to secure great-
er energy independence, the govern-
ment plans to double this figure over
the next two decades, with 11 more
power plants to be completed.

Much of South Korea’s nuclear infra-
structure is of American origin, and
U.S. businesses provide millions of dol-
lars’ worth of spare parts and services
every year to that nation. That is one
of the reasons expansion of this vital
sector will be good for the U.S. econ-
omy as well.

South Korea also plans to become a
major nuclear exporter in the inter-
national market. Given the truly glob-
al nature of this industry, American
suppliers stand to make considerable
gains as well.

For example, in 2009, a consortium of
Korean companies was selected to build
four nuclear power reactors in the
United Arab Emirates, a deal worth $20
billion. Of this total, American compa-
nies will earn up to $2 billion for this
project alone through sales of equip-
ment and of services. It is estimated
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that this one project will support 5,000
jobs in 17 States.
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The ability of American companies
to export to South Korea’s nuclear
power sector rests upon our two coun-
tries’ 40-year-old nuclear cooperation
agreement, which expires on March 19,
2014. The U.S. and South Korean nego-
tiators are currently negotiating a
long-term extension of this agreement.

But to prevent an unnecessary inter-
ruption that would have a major nega-
tive impact on our alliance with South
Korea and on U.S. exporters alike,
Ranking Member ENGEL and I intro-
duced this bipartisan legislation to ex-
tend the existing agreement for 2
years, to March 19, 2016. The State De-
partment is in support of this legisla-
tion.

Testifying earlier this year on behalf
of an extension, a top State Depart-
ment official told the House Foreign
Affairs Committee:

An extension would also ensure there is no
lapse in our ongoing civil nuclear coopera-
tion, preserving stability and predictability
in our joint commercial activities.

This bill is a simple extension of the
existing agreement—with no modifica-
tions or changes—that will allow nego-
tiators time to focus on substance in-
stead of the clock.

The Foreign Affairs Committee voted
unanimously in favor of the bill, which
now has a total of 41 cosponsors from
both sides of the aisle.

I urge my colleagues to vote for this
legislation so that it can be sent to the
Senate and then on to the President for
his signature and thereby ensure that
the cooperation between our two coun-
tries in this vital area can continue
without interruption.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2449, and I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

I'd like to begin by thanking my
good friend, the chairman of the For-
eign Affairs Committee, ED ROYCE, and
the ranking member, ELIOT ENGEL, for
their work on this bipartisan legisla-
tion.

The current U.S.-South Korea civil
nuclear cooperation agreement, also
known as a ‘‘123 agreement,’” allows
the U.S. and South Korea to work to-
gether on peaceful uses of nuclear en-
ergy. That agreement is set to expire
next year. Because our two countries
have not yet completed negotiations
for a new agreement, H.R. 2449 allows a
2-year extension of the existing agree-
ment to provide more time for the two
sides to come to an agreement.

An extension would help ensure that
there’s no lapse in our ongoing civil
nuclear cooperation, preserving sta-
bility and predictability in our joint
commercial activities. South Korea is
a vital economic and security partner
of the United States, and passing this
bill would help ensure that we main-
tain the strongest possible relationship
with our trusted ally.
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Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2449 enjoys wide
bipartisan support. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlelady from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), chairman emer-
itus of the Foreign Affairs Committee,
who currently chairs the Sub-
committee on the Middle East and
North Africa.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank our gracious chairman for the
time.

I rise in full support of H.R. 2449, an
important bipartisan bill that will ex-
tend the U.S.-South Korea civilian nu-
clear energy agreement for another 2
years.

South Korea is indeed an important
ally of the United States, and our bi-
lateral relationship is a cornerstone of
America’s national security interests
in Asia. By passing this stopgap meas-
ure, Mr. Speaker, we will avoid the ex-
piration of the original 40-year agree-
ment and allow the United States and
South Korea to continue to negotiate
on a renewed agreement in good faith.

If we do not pass this bill, the cur-
rent agreement will expire early next
year. This would not only cause dam-
age to the U.S.-South Korea relation-
ship, but it will also harm the United
States manufacturers who provide
parts and services to South Korea’s en-
ergy industry and will negatively im-
pact the technological, safety, and non-
proliferation efforts of both of our
countries in the civilian nuclear energy
sector.

Mr. Speaker, South Korea has be-
come a major user of domestic nuclear
power, with the partnership of Amer-
ican technology. Nuclear power pro-
vides about omne-third of all of South
Korea’s electricity, and South Korea is
looking to even further expand that
percentage. They are looking to the
United States and American businesses
to help them achieve their goals.

South Korea’s partnership with
America for civilian nuclear projects
already has resulted in billions of dol-
lars for our economy and has created
thousands of jobs. Continued coopera-
tion with South Korea would bring
more revenue to America and create
much-needed jobs for Americans. But
this can only happen, Mr. Speaker, if
our two countries can negotiate a long-
term agreement.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. ROYCE. I yield the gentlewoman
an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I thank the
chairman.

They cannot negotiate this when
they’re constantly watching the clock,
which I should have done as well. Pass-
ing this bill will give them the much-
needed time to focus on the negotia-
tions and finally come to a mutually
beneficial agreement.

So I urge my colleagues to support
this strong bipartisan and much-needed
bill that will help the U.S. economy,
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U.S. jobs, and strengthen the alliance
between the United States and our key
trading partner in South Korea.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2%
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. CHABOT), chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Subcommittee on Asia and the
Pacific.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I rise today as a strong supporter and
cosponsor of H.R. 2449, legislation to
extend for 2 additional years the exist-
ing U.S.-South Korea civilian nuclear
energy agreement.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on
Asia and the Pacific, it’s my strong be-
lief that passage of this legislation is
in the national interest of the United
States and also in the vital interest of
the U.S.-South Korea alliance.

Earlier this year, we held a hearing
in our subcommittee to examine the
facts behind the current nuclear energy
agreement with South Korea and why
it needs to be extended. Simply put,
the agreement with South Korea
strengthens America’s nonproliferation
priorities, it helps to create American
jobs in the energy sector, and it’s an
important symbol of our long friend-
ship with South Korea.

I want to commend my colleague
from California (Mr. ROYCE), the chair-
man of the full committee, and also the
ranking member of the committee
from New York, ELIOT ENGEL, for in-
troducing this bipartisan legislation.

America’s friendship with South
Korea is stronger today than probably
at any other moment in our history.
Forged on the cold, dark battlefields of
the Korean war, this year’s 60th anni-
versary of the U.S.-South Korea alli-
ance marks a significant milestone in
our ever-growing relationship. There is
no doubt it has indeed become the cor-
nerstone of peace and security in East
Asia. In fact, it is the enduring, rel-
evant, and forward-looking qualities of
our alliance that makes today’s consid-
eration of this bill, H.R. 2449, so impor-
tant.

Today in South Korea, a once war-
torn nation has become a world-class
economy and leader in high-tech inno-
vation. Its commitment to democracy,
human rights, and the rule of law in a
region where these ideals are often-
times hard to come by is a testament
to the trust we have in our ally and
friend, South Korea.

I once again thank Chairman ROYCE
and Ranking Member ENGEL for put-
ting this particular legislation to-
gether. I would like to join them in
urging my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. MEEKS. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I think we
have one final Member who wishes to
speak on this. I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS),
a member of the Foreign Affairs, Judi-
ciary, and the Oversight Committees.
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I appreciate you yielding the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 2449, 1 think the merits of
which you have spoken of. I also want
to rise and discuss the relationship
with the Republic of Korea.

Since the 1950s, the Republic of Korea
has been a strong ally of the United
States and an economic leader in the
Pacific region. South Korea is an ex-
ample of how the free market brings
about an increased quality of life.

The Republic of Korea is Asia’s
fourth largest economy and the world’s
12th largest economy. In the 1960s,
South Korea was on par with levels of
poverty seen in Africa. Fast forward to
2004, when South Korea joined the tril-
lion-dollar club of world economies—in
stark contrast to its neighbor to the
north. North Korea is one of the most
oppressive regimes in the world.

The U.S.-South Korea alliance is one
that shows the world the promise of de-
mocracy and free enterprise. Today, we
recognize just one partnership between
our nations—the civilian nuclear en-
ergy program. This agreement main-
tains a safe, secure nuclear program in
a very turbulent international environ-
ment.

I'm grateful to be an original cospon-
sor of this legislation. Congress needs
to continue to show how much it val-
ues our Nation’s relationship with
South Korea, and a positive vote on
this agreement will be a strong step in
that regard.

When you look at the area, you see
the strong light of freedom in South
Korea tarnished only by the darkness
of the tyranny in North Korea. That’s
why we stand with South Korea. That’s
why this agreement is important.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

In closing, let me again thank the
chair and the ranking member for their
hard work. I listened to the chair talk
about his trip and what he and the
ranking member observed, as well as
the information they brought back to
the subcommittee and the committee.
It is so tremendously important. It
highlights the importance of our great
ally, South Korea.

We recently passed a trade agree-
ment with South Korea because we
worked together and were able to cre-
ate jobs through that trade agreement,
not only in South Korea, but here in
America. This is an example of what
can be accomplished when you work to-
gether and try to make sure there’s no
lapse in our ongoing civil nuclear co-
operation. It shows that we can work
collectively to make sure individuals
use nuclear forces for the good of man-
kind and make sure that there is power
in their communities.

I'm delighted today to join in a
strong bipartisan manner to support
H.R. 2449. 1 ask all of my colleagues to
vote in support of H.R. 2449, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.
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I just want to stand in solidarity
with the remarks of Mr. MEEKS of New
York. We’re both in complete agree-
ment here, as we’ve discussed in the
past, about how vital this relationship
is with South Korea. It is one that, for
decades, we’ve stood side-by-side as
South Korea and the United States
have tried to promote policies in that
region in defense of freedom, to support
democracy, to support human rights,
and, at the same time, to support eco-
nomic growth. I think it is just as im-
portant that we stand together to ex-
tend the U.S.-South Korea civilian nu-
clear energy agreement.

So I would urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan legislation. I
think it is critical not only to our
friend and ally, but I would say, with-
out this bill, tens of thousands of
American workers would be at a grave
disadvantage. This bill extends, with-
out modification, the existing agree-
ment between the U.S. and South
Korea for 2 additional years so that the
current negotiations can continue un-
interrupted.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, |
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 2449,
thereby building upon the already strong rela-
tionship between the United States and South
Korea by extending the current U.S.-Korea
Civil Nuclear Agreement for another two
years.

Mr. Speaker, Korea and the United States
have a long and storied alliance stretching
back sixty years, with many shared political
and cultural values. Our current nuclear agree-
ment is set to expire in 2014. Extending it is
a mutually beneficial proposition, as past nu-
clear agreements with Korea have dem-
onstrated. South Korea is one of the largest
consumers of nuclear energy in the world, and
U.S. companies export billions of dollars worth
of equipment to Korea each year, while Korea
uses nuclear power to increase its own energy
independence. H.R. 2449 represents a new
chapter in energy partnership between the
U.S. and Korea and | look forward to its pas-
sage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2449.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————
O 1700

PROVIDING FOR ESTABLISHMENT
OF SPECIAL ENVOY

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 301) to provide for the establish-
ment of the Special Envoy to Promote
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Religious Freedom of Religious Minori-
ties in the Near East and South Cen-
tral Asia, as amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 301

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) More than 500 Baha’is in Iran have been
arbitrarily arrested since 2005. Roughly 100
Baha’is are presently imprisoned because of
their religious beliefs.

(2) In May 2010, suspected terrorists at-
tacked two mosques in Pakistan belonging
to the Ahmaddiya minority Muslim sect,
killing at least 80 people. Ahmadis consider
themselves Muslim, but Pakistani law does
not recognize them as such.

(3) Said Musa, an Afghan Christian con-
vert, was arrested in May 2010 on charges of
apostasy, a crime which can carry the death
sentence, and was released in February 2011
only after sustained international pressure.

(4) On October 31, 2010, gunmen laid siege
on Our Lady of Salvation Church in Bagh-
dad, Iraq, killing at least 52 police and wor-
shipers, including two priests, making it the
worst massacre of Iraqi Christians since 2003.

(5) Iraq’s ancient and once vibrant Chris-
tian population that numbered an estimated
1,500,000 out of a total population in Iraq of
30,000,000 in 2003 has been reduced by at least
one half, due in significant part to Christians
fleeing the violence.

(6) In November 2010, a Pakistani court
sentenced Aasia Bibi, a Christian mother of
five, to death under the country’s blasphemy
law for insulting the Prophet Muhammad.

(7) Since early 2011, violent sectarian at-
tacks targeting Coptic Orthodox Christians
and their property increased significantly,
resulting in nearly 100 deaths, mostly Coptic
Christians, surpassing the death toll of the
10 previous years combined.

(8) In Egypt, with the ascent of the Muslim
Brotherhood, Coptic Christians, numbering 8
to 10 million, have been under increased
threat and many are reported to have fled
the country during former President
Mohamed Morsi’s rule.

(9) On March 2, 2011, Pakistani Federal Mi-
norities Minister Shahbaz Bhatti, the only
Christian member of the Cabinet, who was
outspoken in his opposition to Pakistan’s
blasphemy laws was assassinated by extrem-
ists.

(10) The former Special Envoy to Monitor
and Combat Anti-Semitism, Hannah Rosen-
thal, has noted that Holocaust glorification
‘‘is especially virulent in Middle Eastern
media, some of which is state-owned and op-
erated, which calls for a new Holocaust to
finish the job”’.

(11) In the midst of a devastating civil war,
Syrian Christians and other religious mi-
norities, which comprise roughly 10 percent
of the population, are particularly vulner-
able lacking their own militias and regional
protectors.

(12) Many of these ancient faith commu-
nities are being forced to flee the lands
which they have inhabited for centuries.

(13) The United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom has rec-
ommended that Egypt, Tajikistan, Iran,
Iraq, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan be designated by the Depart-
ment of State as Countries of Particular
Concern in accordance with the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998.

(14) The situation on the ground in the re-
gion continues to develop rapidly and the
United States Government needs an indi-
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vidual who can respond in kind and focus on
the critical situation of religious minorities
in these countries.

(15) There are historical precedents, in-
cluding the Special Envoy to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism, the Special Envoy
for North Korea Human Rights Issues, and
the South Sudan and Sudan Special Envoy,
for the Department of State, either as a re-
sult of legislative mandate or initiative of
the Secretary of State, to create positions
with a targeted focus on an area or issue of
recognized import.

SEC. 2. SPECIAL ENVOY TO PROMOTE RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM OF RELIGIOUS MINORI-
TIES IN THE NEAR EAST AND SOUTH
CENTRAL ASIA.

(a) APPOINTMENT.—The President shall ap-
point a Special Envoy to Promote Religious
Freedom of Religious Minorities in the Near
East and South Central Asia (in this Act re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Special Envoy’’) within the
Department of State.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Special Envoy
should be a person of recognized distinction
in the field of human rights and religious
freedom and with expertise in the Near East
and South Central Asia regions. The Special
Envoy shall have the rank of ambassador
and shall hold the office at the pleasure of
the President.

(c) PROHIBITION.—The person appointed as
Special Envoy may not hold any other posi-
tion of Federal employment for the period of
time during which the person holds the posi-
tion of Special Envoy.

SEC. 3. DUTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Special Envoy shall
carry out the following duties:

(1) Promote the right of religious freedom
of religious minorities in the countries of the
Near East and the countries of South Central
Asia, denounce the violation of such right,
and recommend appropriate responses by the
United States Government when such right
is violated.

(2) Monitor and combat acts of religious in-
tolerance and incitement targeted against
religious minorities in the countries of the
Near East and the countries of South Central
Asia.

(3) Work to ensure that the unique needs of
religious minority communities in the coun-
tries of the Near East and the countries of
South Central Asia are addressed, including
the economic and security needs of such
communities to the extent that such needs
are directly tied to religious-based discrimi-
nation and persecution.

(4) Work with foreign governments of the
countries of the Near East and the countries
of South Central Asia to address laws that
are inherently discriminatory toward reli-
gious minority communities in such coun-
tries.

(5) Coordinate and assist in the preparation
of that portion of the report required by sec-
tions 116(d) and 502B(b) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(d) and
2304(b)) relating to the nature and extent of
religious freedom of religious minorities in
the countries of the Near East and the coun-
tries of South Central Asia.

(6) Coordinate and assist in the preparation
of that portion of the report required by sec-
tion 102(b) of the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6412(b)) relat-
ing to the nature and extent of religious
freedom of religious minorities in the coun-
tries of the Near East and the countries of
South Central Asia.

(b) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the du-
ties under subsection (a), the Special Envoy
shall, to the maximum extent practicable,
coordinate with the Bureau of Population,
Refugees and Migration of the Department of
State, the Ambassador at Large for Inter-
national Religious Freedom, the United
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