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water, and transportation networks
must be reliable even in the face of se-
vere storms.

The American people need and de-
serve a Congress that will work to-
gether to address the present and grow-
ing threat of climate change and do
what is necessary to ensure the resil-
iency of our roads, bridges, electrical
grid, dams, and water systems. Accom-
plishing this would create jobs and sup-
port our communities and our econ-
omy.

This week, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration reported
that Sandy-like flooding is now twice
as likely due to the sea level rise asso-
ciated with climate change. One need
look no further to understand that the
time is now to act on climate.

————
UNAFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, all over this country many
thousands are not being hired because
of the so-called Affordable Care Act,
which is really unaffordable. Many
thousands more are seeing their hours
cut so they do not go over the 30-hour-
per-week threshold. Someone said the
new normal is now two 20-hour-a-week
jobs.

Now the State of Tennessee has had
to notify 16,000 Tennesseans they can
no longer have coverage under
CoverTN, a low-cost health care plan
for small businesses and the self-em-
ployed. The plan is being abolished be-
cause it does not meet all the bureau-
cratic requirements of ObamaCare.

Senator LAMAR ALEXANDER said:

The new health care law has destroyed an
innovative State health insurance plan that
is helping 16,000 Tennesseans afford health
care coverage.

When the President was selling
ObamaCare to Americans, he said
again and again that people who had
insurance they liked could keep it. De-
spite the President’s promises,
Tennesseeans enrolled with CoverTN
are among the thousands of Americans
who are being forced to buy new, more
expensive plans with much higher pre-
miums because of the ‘‘Unaffordable
Care Act.”

——
JOBS, JOBS, JOBS

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam
Speaker, it’s now been 2 years since
President Obama stood before a Joint
Session of Congress to present a com-
prehensive and cost-effective plan to
address our national jobs crisis.

With all eyes now on Syria, the CR,
and the debt limit, we cannot forget
that the emergency for tens of millions
of Americans is still painful and perva-
sive joblessness. It’s now been 2 years,
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and the President’s bill, the American
Jobs Act, has still not even received a
vote in this House.

Madam Speaker, it’s time to commit
to a serious jobs agenda that stops se-
quester layoffs and provides real op-
tions for the long-term unemployed
people in our Nation. It’s time to bring
the American Jobs Act of 2013 to the
floor. Madam Speaker, the mantra of
this Congress should be: jobs, jobs,
jobs.

——
“NEW NORMAL” II

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, my
colleagues and I have returned to
Washington after spending time back
in our districts with our constituents,
and it’s clear we’ve got our work cut
out for us.

Already we’ve been hearing personal
stories—and I know I did—of folks in
our districts who are having trouble
making ends meet in this new normal
under the Obama economy.

And last week, we found things were
only getting worse with unemploy-
ment. This rate has been too high for
too long. Millions of our fellow Ameri-
cans are unemployed, with an average
of 8.5 months out of work.

The simple truth is they deserve bet-
ter.

House Republicans have a solid plan
to put Americans back to work and se-
cure our future. To do that, we believe
the solution lies in expanding our free-
dom and opportunity, not restricting
it.

————
KSBW CELEBRATES 60-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in the United States Congress to
celebrate and honor our local tele-
vision station—it started 60 years
ago—KSBW, an NBC affiliate for the
central coast of California. SBW stands
for ‘‘Salad Bowl Capital of the World,”’
which is what the Salinas area is
known for.

In September 1953, the station
opened, and it proudly represented the
whole feeling of the central coast to
have its first television station. I was
12 years old, and I remember sitting
there with my father as he was being
interviewed on that television station.
It went through decades of being the
area’s first station to provide local
news. It was the first station to broad-
cast in color. It was the first to broad-
cast news reports from the field. It was
the first to broadcast in high defini-
tion.

For the past 15 years, the station has
been owned by the 126-year-old Hearst
Corporation and led locally by Joseph
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W. Heston as president and general
manager. Hearst continues to operate a
full-time Washington, D.C., news bu-
reau, making KSBW the only local sta-
tion on the central coast to provide di-
rect reports from Washington to local
constituents.

Congratulations, KSBW, for 60 years
of firsts. I wish them another 60 years
of great success on the central coast.

———

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION
WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize National Suicide Prevention
Week.

Suicide is a serious public health
problem that takes an alarming toll on
s0 many individuals, including our
military personnel and veterans. A
growing number of returning service-
members and veterans suffer from
posttraumatic stress, acute brain inju-
ries, severe anxiety, depression, and a
variety of other mental illnesses from
battle. The U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs released a study in Feb-
ruary 2013 which estimates that ap-
proximately 24 veterans commit sui-
cide every day.

Our highest priority must be the
mental health and well-being of our
friends, our colleagues, and loved ones,
and also the brave men and women who
serve our Nation. Should one fear that
someone they know is in crisis or de-
pressed, giving that person an oppor-
tunity to open up and share their trou-
bles with you can go a long way.

National Suicide Prevention Week is
a time for all of us to learn more about
suicide, its warning signs, and what
can be done to help those in need.

——
PANCREATIC CANCER

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GARCIA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to draw attention to a disease
that plagues our Nation and my home
State of Florida—that is pancreatic
cancer.

Unfortunately, pancreatic cancer
today remains the fourth leading cause
of cancer death, with a 5-year survival
rate of just 6 percent. In 2013, the Pan-
creatic Cancer Network anticipates
that there will be 3,380 new cases of
pancreatic cancer in Florida alone.

Last year, Congress passed the Recal-
citrant Cancer Research Act, which
calls on the National Cancer Institute
to help develop a scientific framework
for combating pancreatic cancer. This
was an important step forward, but
there is clearly more that we can do
and should be done.

We must continue to fund invest-
ments in the National Cancer Insti-
tute’s research so that they can better
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understand how to prevent and treat
this disease. Therefore, I urge my col-
leagues to support this critical funding
and to renew and strengthen our com-
mitment to combating pancreatic can-
cer.

——
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SPECIAL IMMIGRANT VISA
PROGRAM

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
in less than 3 weeks, the Special Immi-
grant Visa program expires. This is
something we created to help bring
people who served Americans in Iraq
and Afghanistan as interpreters,
guides, drivers, people who helped our
soldiers, who put their lives at risk, to
be able to escape to safety. Unfortu-
nately there are people with long
memories who are there seeking re-
venge against those who have helped
us.

But sadly, this project has been ham-
pered by what can only be charitably
described as ‘‘bureaucratic ineptitude.”
The State Department can’t even tell
us how many thousands of people are
in the backlog. Chairman ROGERS just
this week told me that an interpreter
for one of his heroes is trying to seek
refuge in the United States.

The program will expire September
30. If we can’t help the State Depart-
ment fix it, we can at least extend it in
the continuing resolution so that we’ve
got a chance for these people who gave
so much for Americans to be able to
get the refuge that they deserve.

—————

NO SUBSIDIES WITHOUT
VERIFICATION ACT

Mrs. ELLMERS. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 339, I
call up the bill (H.R. 2775) to condition
the provision of premium and cost-
sharing subsidies under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act
upon a certification that a program to
verify household income and other
qualifications for such subsidies is
operational, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 339, the
amendment printed in House Report
113-206 is adopted, and the bill, as
amended, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 2775
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘“No Subsidies
Without Verification Act’.
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SEC. 2. CONDITIONING PROVISION OF ACA PRE-
MIUM AND COST-SHARING SUB-
SIDIES UPON CERTIFICATION THAT
A PROGRAM TO VERIFY HOUSEHOLD
INCOME AND OTHER QUALIFICA-
TIONS FOR THOSE SUBSIDIES IS
OPERATIONAL.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no premium tax credits shall be allowed
under section 36B of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 and no reductions in cost-shar-
ing shall be allowed under section 1402 of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(42 U.S.C. 18071) before the date that the In-
spector General of the Department of Health
and Human Services certifies to the Congress
that there is in place a program that suc-
cessfully and consistently verifies, con-
sistent with section 1411 of such Act (42
U.S.C. 18081), the household income and cov-
erage requirements of individuals applying
for such credits and cost-sharing reductions
prior to making the benefits available.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour with 40
minutes equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and 20 minutes equally
divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

The gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. ELLMERS) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes. The gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) each
will control 10 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. ELLMERS. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R.
2275.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mrs. ELLMERS. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today to speak about the eco-
nomic disaster facing all Americans on
October 1.

Nearly 3 years ago, I decided to run
for office for one primary reason: to de-
feat and repeal Obamacare. Three years
later, this terrible law is set to be im-
plemented and the dire warnings and
predictions are already coming true.

This past summer alone, we saw
three major delays in the law’s imple-
mentation—from the employee man-
date to consumer price caps to the
issue we are debating here today.

Congresswoman BLACK’s bill, H.R.
2775, the No Subsidies Without Verifi-
cation Act, is a first step at attacking
the latter.

The premise of this bill is quite sim-
ple. Serving as the stewards of tax-
payer dollars is one of our most impor-
tant jobs as Members of Congress.
After all, dollars wasted by Congress or
improperly spent by the executive
branch has a direct impact on the
budgets of families across this country
who are struggling to pay their bills.

This is why I was appalled by this
summer’s announcement by the De-
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partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. In the 600-page rule issued during
the July 4 holiday, HHS stated that
they would no longer verify income for
ObamaCare subsidies. Instead, the
Obama administration would now rely
on self-attestation and sample audits
when launching the ObamaCare ex-
change subsidy program—an initiative
that is estimated to cost over $1 tril-
lion over the next decade.

After receiving criticism, HHS an-
nounced that they would reverse
course and extend audits to all appli-
cants. Yet, to this date, the adminis-
tration has issued no formal change in
the rule to codify this policy. In other
words, they are saying one thing and
doing another.

As it stands today, the rule issued by
HHS reads:

The exchange may accept the applicant’s
attestation without further verification.

And yet, while verification has been
removed, the fines remain in place.
Any applicant who enters information
improperly could possibly face a $25,000
fine. If the mistake is knowing and
willful, the fine could grow as high as
$250,000.

As Ronald Reagan famously said,
“trust, but verify.” If history is any
guide, these claims of accountability
will be disregarded unless oversight is
enforced.

This only reinforces the need for the
No Subsidies Without Verification Act.
The bill would simply require certifi-
cation systems to be in place so that
the administrators can successfully
and consistently verify eligibility be-
fore any premiums and cost-sharing
credits are paid out.

Similar language was adopted by the
Senate, but the bill before us would im-
plement a bipartisan consensus and
protect taxpayer dollars. It would do so
by requiring the inspector general of
HHS to certify that income verifica-
tion is in place before precious tax-
payer dollars are wasted and abused.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of H.R. 2775, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The bill before us today is nothing
more than another page out of the Re-
publican playbook to delay, derail, and
otherwise repeal the Affordable Care
Act. Rather than a productive, bipar-
tisan effort to ensure successful imple-
mentation, Republicans will instead
waste more precious floor time to take
their 41st vote that undermines and re-
peals the Affordable Care Act.

H.R. 2775 is based on a flawed premise
that HHS does not have the verifica-
tions in place to ensure that families
who are getting financial help are eli-
gible for that help.

But my Republican friends, that’s
simply not true, and your bill will do
nothing but prevent millions of hard-
working American families from gain-
ing Affordable Care Act coverage.

First and foremost, this bill is to-
tally unnecessary. HHS already has
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