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and I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

With our Nation facing difficult chal-
lenges at home and abroad, it is impor-
tant we continue the work the Amer-
ican people sent us here to do. That in-
cludes pursuing commonsense reforms
that will make the Federal Govern-
ment more efficient and a better stew-
ard of taxpayer dollars. The legislation
we are considering today is a small, yet
important, part of that effort.

Approximately one out of every five
workers is employed by a Federal con-
tractor. Drawing on the strength and
expertise of the private sector work-
force to complete Federal projects has
helped deliver better results at a more
competitive price for taxpayers.

A number of laws govern the wages
workers on Federal projects receive.
For example, the Davis-Bacon Act re-
quires Federal contractors to pay
workers the local prevailing wage. Ad-
ditionally, the Contract Work Hours
and Safety Standards Act ensures
these workers receive 1% times their
basic rate of pay for hours worked in
excess of 40 hours a week. Both laws
have played a central role in Federal
contracting for decades. However, both
are plagued by inefficiencies. The De-
partment is responsible for enforcing
these laws; yet the Government Ac-
countability Office has long been a
middleman in an overly bureaucratic
claims process.

Here is how the current process
works:
Mr. Speaker, the Department of

Labor first determines whether work-
ers have failed to receive their proper
wages, and it calculates the amount of
pay they are due. Next, the Depart-
ment forwards to GAO a report that
states the names of underpaid employ-
ees and the amounts they are each
owed. Funds from the relevant con-
tracting agencies are delivered to GAO,
which then deposits the money into an
account at the Treasury Department.
Based upon claims forms submitted by
affected workers, GAO transmits pay-
ment requests to Treasury, which dis-
burses directly to workers their unpaid
wages. It should be noted that GAO has
no authority to overturn or to even
challenge the Department’s judgment
in this area.

As a result of this lengthy back and
forth between numerous Federal enti-
ties, workers can experience delays in
receiving their correct wages, and tax-
payers are forced to support an unnec-
essarily complex process. I think we
can all agree we can do better.

H.R. 2747 is commonsense and bipar-
tisan legislation that would transfer
GAO’s administrative duties under
these two laws to the proper Federal
agency, which is the Department of
Labor. GAO has requested this relief
and believes it will encourage more ef-
ficiency within the Federal Govern-
ment. Furthermore, it will free up time
and resources at GAO that can be bet-
ter spent fulfilling its central mission
of investigating waste and abuse in the
Federal Government.
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By moving wage claims adjustments
for federally contracted workers to the
Department of Labor, we can ensure
workers receive their pay in a timelier
manner while providing greater effi-
ciency. Quite simply, Mr. Speaker, this
legislation is a win for workers and for
taxpayers.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
2747, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of the pending legis-
lation, H.R. 2747, the Streamlining
Claims Processing for Federal Con-
tractor Employees Act, which will
transfer the authority for processing
claims under the Davis-Bacon Act from
the Government Accountability Office
to the Department of Labor. As the De-
partment of Labor is already respon-
sible for many aspects of Davis-Bacon,
this change will help streamline the
process and ensure that workers re-
ceive their hard-earned pay in a
timelier and more efficient manner.

I would like to thank the gentleman
from Michigan for introducing this
commonsense fix, which I am pleased
to cosponsor. It is time that we trans-
fer this administrative responsibility
to the agency that enforces the law,
and I hope that this bill will be the
first step in a larger effort to allow the
Department of Labor to engage in fur-
ther enforcement actions under the
Davis-Bacon Act, including the GAO’s
current debarment authority.

As a strong supporter of Davis-Bacon
and of the protections it provides our
contracted workers, I am pleased to see
that this bill will help streamline the
process and allow our workers access
to the prevailing wages they have
rightly earned. That’s why I rise in
support of H.R. 2747, and I thank the
gentleman from Michigan for intro-
ducing the bill.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense proposal, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time on this
issue, and I would be glad to close.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) as well,
not only for his support of the legisla-
tion, but for his leadership on this
issue. As members of the House Sub-
committee on Workforce Protections,
we are privileged to oversee a number
of Federal laws and agencies that di-
rectly affect the lives of workers and
their families—the basis for this coun-
try’s greatness.

The Davis-Bacon Act is one law in
particular that I believe is in need of
additional reform. Independent reports
have highlighted administrative chal-
lenges facing the law that result in
workers being shortchanged and tax-
payers being overcharged on Federal
construction projects.

I know there are sharp differences
over what, if any, Davis-Bacon reform
would look like, but I believe we’ve
demonstrated today, Mr. Speaker, how
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incremental, yet important, change
can occur when we work together in
good faith on behalf of the American
people. At the very least, I hope we can
continue to discuss these issues with
one another, thereby bringing us closer
to the common ground that is nec-
essary to move this country forward.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on H.R. 2747, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
WALBERG) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2747.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
J 1300

POWELL SHOOTING RANGE LAND
CONVEYANCE ACT

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (8. 130) to require the
Secretary of the Interior to convey cer-
tain Federal land to the Powell Recre-
ation District in the State of Wyoming.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 130

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Powell
Shooting Range Land Conveyance Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) DisTRICT.—The term ‘District” means
the Powell Recreation District in the State
of Wyoming.

(2) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘“Powell, Wyoming Land Convey-
ance Act” and dated May 12, 2011.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF LAND TO THE POWELL
RECREATION DISTRICT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, sub-
ject to valid existing rights, the Secretary
shall convey to the District, without consid-
eration, all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the land described in
subsection (b).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in subsection (a) consists of ap-
proximately 322 acres of land managed by
the Bureau of Land Management, Wind River
District, Wyoming, as generally depicted on
the map as ‘“Powell Gun Club”.

(¢) MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall finalize the legal description
of the parcel to be conveyed under this sec-
tion.

(2) MINOR ERRORS.—The Secretary may cor-
rect any minor error in—

(A) the map; or

(B) the legal description.

(3) AVAILABILITY.—The map and legal de-
scription shall be on file and available for
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public inspection in the appropriate offices
of the Bureau of Land Management.

(d) USE OF CONVEYED LAND.—The land con-
veyed under this section shall be used only—

(1) as a shooting range; or

(2) for any other public purpose consistent
with uses allowed under the Act of June 14,
1926 (commonly known as the ‘‘Recreation
and Public Purposes Act’) (43 U.S.C. 869 et
seq.).

?e; ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The Secretary
shall require the District to pay all survey
costs and other administrative costs nec-
essary for the preparation and completion of
any patents for, and transfers of title to, the
land described in subsection (b).

(f) REVERSION.—If the land conveyed under
this section ceases to be used for a public
purpose in accordance with subsection (d),
the land shall, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary, revert to the United States.

(g) CONDITIONS.—ASs a condition of the con-
veyance under subsection (a), the District
shall agree in writing—

(1) to pay any administrative costs associ-
ated with the conveyance including the costs
of any environmental, wildlife, cultural, or
historical resources studies; and

(2) to release and indemnify the United
States from any claims or liabilities that
may arise from uses carried out on the land
described in subsection (b) on or before the
date of enactment of this Act by the United
States or any person.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the
gentleman from the Northern Mariana
Islands (Mr. SABLAN) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 130 directs the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey to the
Powell Recreation District approxi-
mately 322 acres of land located in
Park County, Wyoming.

The Powell Recreation District will
continue to use the land for a public
recreational shooting complex, as it
has since 1980.

The bill will have no cost to the tax-
payer since the Powell Recreation Dis-
trict is required to pay for any admin-
istrative costs associated with the con-
veyance.

This is a noncontroversial bill, Mr.
Speaker, and I urge its adoption.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Powell Shooting
Range Land Conveyance Act would
transfer 322 acres of Bureau of Land
Management lands to the Powell, Wyo-
ming, Recreation District. Currently,
the Powell Recreation District man-
ages a shooting range on these lands.
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We have no objections to this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time and I urge adoption.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 130.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

DENALI NATIONAL PARK
IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 157) to provide for
certain improvements to the Denali
National Park and Preserve in the
State of Alaska, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 157

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Denali Na-
tional Park Improvement Act’.

SEC. 2. KANTISHNA HILLS MICROHYDRO
PROJECT; LAND EXCHANGE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPURTENANCE.—The term
tenance” includes—

(A) transmission lines;

(B) distribution lines;

(C) signs;

(D) buried communication lines;

(E) necessary access routes for microhydro
project construction, operation, and mainte-
nance; and

(F) electric cables.

(2) KANTISHNA HILLS AREA.—The term
“Kantishna Hills area’” means the area of
the Park located within 2 miles of Moose
Creek, as depicted on the map.

(3) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘“‘Kantishna Hills Micro-Hydro
Area’’, numbered 184/80,276, and dated August
27, 2010.

(4) MICROHYDRO PROJECT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘microhydro
project’”” means a hydroelectric power gener-
ating facility with a maximum power gen-
eration capability of 100 kilowatts.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘microhydro
project’ includes—

(i) intake pipelines, including the intake
pipeline located on Eureka Creek, approxi-
mately % mile upstream from the Park
Road, as depicted on the map;

(ii) each system appurtenance
microhydro projects; and

(iii) any distribution or transmission lines
required to serve the Kantishna Hills area.

(5) PARK.—The term ‘‘Park’” means the
Denali National Park and Preserve.

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

‘‘appur-
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(b) PERMITS FOR MICROHYDRO PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may issue
permits for microhydro projects in the
Kantishna Hills area.

(2) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Each permit
under paragraph (1) shall be—

(A) issued in accordance with such terms
and conditions as are generally applicable to
rights-of-way within units of the National
Park System; and

(B) subject to such other terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary.

(3) COMPLETION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANAL-
Ys1s.—Not later than 180 days after the date
on which an applicant submits an applica-
tion for the issuance of a permit under this
subsection, the Secretary shall complete any
analysis required by the National Environ-
ment Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.) of any proposed or existing microhydro
projects located in the Kantishna Hills area.

(¢) LAND EXCHANGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of con-
solidating ownership of Park and Doyon
Tourism, Inc. lands, including those lands af-
fected solely by the Doyon Tourism
microhydro project, and subject to para-
graph (4), the Secretary may exchange Park
land near or adjacent to land owned by
Doyon Tourism, Inc., located at the mouth
of Eureka Creek in sec. 13, T.16 S., R. 18 W.,
Fairbanks Meridian, for approximately 18
acres of land owned by Doyon Tourism, Inc.,
within the Galena patented mining claim.

(2) MAP AVAILABILITY.—The map shall be
on file and available for public inspection in
the appropriate offices of the National Park
Service.

(3) TiMING.—The Secretary shall seek to
complete the exchange under this subsection
by not later than February 1, 2015.

(4) APPLICABLE LAWS; TERMS AND CONDI-
TIONS.—The exchange under this subsection
shall be subject to—

(A) the laws (including regulations) and
policies applicable to exchanges of land ad-
ministered by the National Park Service, in-
cluding the laws and policies concerning
land appraisals, equalization of values, and
environmental compliance; and

(B) such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary.

(5) EQUALIZATION OF VALUES.—If the tracts
proposed for exchange under this subsection
are determined not to be equal in value, an
equalization of values may be achieved by
adjusting the quantity of acres described in
paragraph (1).

(6) ADMINISTRATION.—The land acquired by
the Secretary pursuant to the exchange
under this subsection shall be administered
as part of the Park.

SEC. 3. DENALI NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE
NATURAL GAS PIPELINE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPURTENANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘appurtenance’’
includes cathodic protection or test stations,
valves, signage, and buried communication
and electric cables relating to the operation
of high-pressure natural gas transmission.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘“‘appur-
tenance’ does not include compressor sta-
tions.

(2) PARK.—The term ‘‘Park’” means the
Denali National Park and Preserve in the
State of Alaska.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(b) PERMIT.—The Secretary may
right-of-way permits for—

(1) a high-pressure natural gas trans-
mission pipeline (including appurtenances)
in nonwilderness areas within the boundary
of Denali National Park within, along, or
near the approximately 7-mile segment of
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