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TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT 
SONNY C. ZIMMERMAN 

(Mr. JORDAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a brave 
young Ohio soldier who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in defense of this great 
country, Army Staff Sergeant Sonny C. 
Zimmerman. 

Sonny graduated from Waynesfield- 
Goshen High School in 2005 and served 
his first tour in Afghanistan 2006. His 
fellow soldiers knew him as a leader 
and spoke freely of the times he helped 
them, stood up for them, and sacrificed 
for them. 

Chaplain Brian Fruchey mentioned 
how Sonny always said, ‘‘I have to 
bring my guys home,’’ and noted that 
he always put himself last. 

Sonny Zimmerman was a decorated 
hero who served with courage and 
honor. He died on Tuesday, July 16, 
2013, in Afghanistan. He is survived by 
his wife, Morgan; daughter, Riley; par-
ents, Chris and Michelle; stepfather, 
David; two sisters; and other loving 
family. 

I was touched to see how many of 
Sonny’s friends, family, and neighbors 
came together in his hometown of 
Waynesfield to honor his life and sac-
rifice. 

He volunteered to serve. He loved the 
Army, loved his country, and fought to 
promote freedom. For this, each and 
every American owes him and his fam-
ily a debt of gratitude. 

Sonny Zimmerman will be deeply 
missed, but the strength of his char-
acter and the courage he demonstrated 
through his service will live on. 

f 

WORKING TOGETHER FOR 
SOLUTIONS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people want us to work to-
gether. You can poll any one of them 
that is coming through these halls as 
tourists, as Americans, and I know 
they want us to work together. 

I think it is important that we an-
nounce to the American people that we 
will immediately get rid of sequester 
and stop the laying off of valuable De-
fense Department workers and Health 
and Human Services workers, people 
who help generate the economy be-
cause of the work that they do in 
places beyond the beltway, government 
workers who are servants of the people. 

We need to get rid of sequester and 
begin to fund those child care seats 
that have been lost, those Meals on 
Wheels, and Medicare resources for our 
seniors. We need to stop playing 
around with the budget. 

We need to insist that the bills of the 
American people be paid through rais-
ing the debt ceiling, and not in an 

angry manner, but recognizing our re-
sponsibilities. 

We know that the NSA has been 
looked at. I stand here as someone who 
will stand on behalf of the civil lib-
erties and civil rights of Americans. I 
have introduced an intelligence bill to 
review the enormous number of con-
tractors that are being used to give top 
secret credibility and, as well, to do 
our outsourcing of our work. 

I have introduced a bill dealing with 
the FISA Court, to release the FISA 
Court opinions, because I believe it is 
important for the American people to 
know and be protected in their civil 
liberties. 

Finally, ObamaCare is one that I am 
proud to be supporting because it helps 
small businesses. It helps those who 
don’t have care, and it provides for 
young people to have health coverage. 
ObamaCare serves the American peo-
ple. 

f 

SUPPORT HELPING HEROES FLY 
ACT 

(Mr. HUDSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently heard a story about one of our 
wounded soldiers being forced to par-
ticipate in a lengthy and uncomfort-
able security screening at the airport. I 
immediately contacted the head of the 
TSA to express my outrage and dis-
appointment that one of our Nation’s 
heroes would be forced to go through 
such an ordeal. 

I believe one of the most solemn re-
sponsibilities of our government is to 
care for our veterans and those who 
have been injured in the line of duty. 
We must remember that even little 
things can be cumbersome and dif-
ficult. The last thing our heroes need is 
to face a long line or be forced to an-
swer endless questions about their con-
ditions when all they want to do is 
board a plane and fly home to be with 
their loved ones. 

As chairman of the Transportation 
Security Subcommittee, I’ve had an 
active role in working with TSA, the 
administrator, and my colleague, Ms. 
GABBARD, the author of this legisla-
tion, to adopt protocols that will in-
crease accessibility and privacy and 
offer less invasive screening for those 
with severe combat-related injuries. 

I urge my colleagues to help pass the 
Helping Heroes Fly Act, as amended, 
by unanimous consent today. I am 
proud of this legislation because it 
shows an example of Republicans and 
Democrats working together to find so-
lutions for the American people. 

f 

REINS ACT 
(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, we are 
at a point where an unannounced, un-

planned, and largely unconstitutional 
fourth branch of government has taken 
root. Dominated by unelected bureau-
crats, these Federal departments and 
agencies are churning out rules and 
regulations at an unprecedented pace. 

According to one study, Federal 
agencies finalized nearly 3,000 rules and 
over 60 major regulations in 2007. That 
same year, Congress enacted 138 public 
laws. 

To this end, one of the first bills I co-
sponsored upon being sworn in as a 
Member of Congress was the REINS 
Act, H.R. 367, and I’m pleased to have 
voted for it today. The bill increases 
accountability and creates trans-
parency in the Federal regulatory proc-
ess by requiring Congress to approve 
all new major regulations. With the 
REINS Act, no longer will bureaucrats 
in the fourth branch go unchecked, and 
the constitutional balance our Found-
ers deliberately drafted would be re-
stored. 

I will continue to fight for a govern-
ment that is smaller, more efficient, 
more streamlined, and more responsive 
to hardworking taxpayers. 

f 

HELPING HEROES FLY ACT 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1344) to 
amend title 49, United States Code, to 
direct the Assistant Secretary of 
Homeland Security (Transportation 
Security Administration) to provide 
expedited air passenger screening to se-
verely injured or disabled members of 
the Armed Forces and severely injured 
or disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses, with the Senate amendment 
thereto, and concur in the Senate 
amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. RICE 

of South Carolina). The Clerk will re-
port the Senate amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Helping Heroes 
Fly Act’’. 
SEC. 2. OPERATIONS CENTER PROGRAM FOR SE-

VERELY INJURED OR DISABLED 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
AND SEVERELY INJURED OR DIS-
ABLED VETERANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 449 
of title 49, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘§ 44927. Expedited screening for severely in-
jured or disabled members of the Armed 
Forces and severely injured or disabled vet-
erans 
‘‘(a) PASSENGER SCREENING.—The Assistant 

Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and 
organizations identified by the Secretaries of 
Defense and Veteran Affairs that advocate on 
behalf of severely injured or disabled members of 
the Armed Forces and severely injured or dis-
abled veterans, shall develop and implement a 
process to support and facilitate the ease of 
travel and to the extent possible provide expe-
dited passenger screening services for severely 
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injured or disabled members of the Armed Forces 
and severely injured or disabled veterans 
through passenger screening. The process shall 
be designed to offer the individual private 
screening to the maximum extent practicable. 

‘‘(b) OPERATIONS CENTER.—As part of the 
process under subsection (a), the Assistant Sec-
retary shall maintain an operations center to 
provide support and facilitate the movement of 
severely injured or disabled members of the 
Armed Forces and severely injured or disabled 
veterans through passenger screening prior to 
boarding a passenger aircraft operated by an air 
carrier or foreign air carrier in air transpor-
tation or intrastate air transportation. 

‘‘(c) PROTOCOLS.—The Assistant Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(1) establish and publish protocols, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, and the organiza-
tions identified under subsection (a), under 
which a severely injured or disabled member of 
the Armed Forces or severely injured or disabled 
veteran, or the family member or other rep-
resentative of such member or veteran, may con-
tact the operations center maintained under 
subsection (b) and request the expedited pas-
senger screening services described in subsection 
(a) for that member or veteran; and 

‘‘(2) upon receipt of a request under para-
graph (1), require the operations center to notify 
the appropriate Federal Security Director of the 
request for expedited passenger screening serv-
ices, as described in subsection (a), for that 
member or veteran. 

‘‘(d) TRAINING.—The Assistant Secretary shall 
integrate training on the protocols established 
under subsection (c) into the training provided 
to all employees who will regularly provide the 
passenger screening services described in sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section shall affect the authority of the Assist-
ant Secretary to require additional screening of 
a severely injured or disabled member of the 
Armed Forces, a severely injured or disabled vet-
eran, or their accompanying family members or 
nonmedical attendants, if intelligence, law en-
forcement, or other information indicates that 
additional screening is necessary. 

‘‘(f) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this section, and annually 
thereafter, the Assistant Secretary shall submit 
to Congress a report on the implementation of 
this section. Each report shall include each of 
the following: 

‘‘(1) Information on the training provided 
under subsection (d). 

‘‘(2) Information on the consultations between 
the Assistant Secretary and the organizations 
identified under subsection (a). 

‘‘(3) The number of people who accessed the 
operations center during the period covered by 
the report. 

‘‘(4) Such other information as the Assistant 
Secretary determines is appropriate.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of subchapter I of chapter 
449 of title 49, United States Code, is amended 
by inserting after the item relating to section 
44926 the following new item: 

‘‘44927. Expedited screening for severely injured 
or disabled members of the Armed 
Forces and severely injured or dis-
abled veterans.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
ADJOURNMENT OR RECESS OF 
THE SENATE AND AN ADJOURN-
MENT OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following privileged 
concurrent resolution. 

S. CON. RES. 22 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns on any day from 
Thursday, August 1, 2013, through Sunday, 
August 11, 2013, on a motion offered pursuant 
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it stand recessed or 
adjourned until 12:00 noon on Monday, Au-
gust 12, 2013, or such other time on that day 
as may be specified by its Majority Leader or 
his designee in the motion to recess or ad-
journ; and that when the Senate recesses or 
adjourns on Monday, August 12, 2013, it stand 
adjourned until 12:00 noon on Monday, Sep-
tember 9, 2013, or such other time on that 
day as may be specified by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, or until the time of 
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this 
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs 
first; and that when the House adjourns on 
any legislative day from Friday, August 2, 
2013, through Friday, September 6, 2013, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2:00 p.m. on 
Monday, September 9, 2013, or until the time 
of any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of 
this concurrent resolution, whichever occurs 
first. 

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
Senate and the Minority Leader of the 
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble at 
such place and time as they may designate 
if, in their opinion, the public interest shall 
warrant it. 

The concurrent resolution was con-
curred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
CONGRESSIONAL AWARD BOARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 803(a) 
of the Congressional Recognition for 
Excellence in Arts Education Act (2 
U.S.C. 803(a)), and the order of the 
House of January 3, 2013, of the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the 
House to the Congressional Award 
Board: 

Mr. HUDSON, North Carolina 
f 

DIRECTION OF OUR COUNTRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege and honor to be recog-
nized to address you here on the floor 
of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and to be able to cover 
some of the subject matter that sets 

the stage and the tone and some of the 
things that I think we should be think-
ing about as we take this traditional 
August work period and go back to our 
individual districts and hear from our 
constituents. 

There are a number of us that have 
constituents that have guided this 
country in the right direction, that 
have given considerable contribution 
to this Nation, and I think it is an ap-
propriate time for us to commemorate 
some of those individuals as well as 
highlight some important agenda mov-
ing into the other side of Labor Day. 

To begin that process, I am pleased 
to yield to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. FLORES) to address this topic mat-
ter. 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, on July 
30, our Nation lost Ronnie Jackson, a 
community treasure of Bryan, Texas. 
Mr. Jackson was a long-time public 
servant in the role of Neighborhood 
and Youth Services Director for our 
city. Mr. Jackson passed away at the 
age of 63 after fighting lung cancer for 
17 months. 

Mr. Jackson spent his life as an edu-
cator and worked tirelessly for many 
organizations, including the MHMR 
Authority of Brazos Valley, the Boys 
and Girls Club of Brazos Valley, Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters of Brazos Val-
ley. He also spent time volunteering at 
programs for youth, seniors, and in 
neighborhoods throughout the commu-
nity. Mr. Jackson was recognized for 
his service when he was a 2010 national 
finalist for the Jefferson Award, which 
is the Nobel Prize for community and 
public service. 

He was well known in Bryan and im-
pacted the lives of many throughout 
the community. Ever selfless, even 
while battling cancer, Mr. Jackson still 
made time to work and serve in his 
community. He was described by many 
as hardworking, devoted, and a kind 
man. In fact, Bryan City Secretary 
Mary Lynne Stratta said in a news-
paper interview earlier this summer 
that Mr. Jackson was the heartbeat of 
the programs that he led. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
the family and friends of Mr. Ronnie 
Jackson. He will forever be remem-
bered as an outstanding husband and a 
community servant. Bryan, Texas, and 
all of the Brazos Valley are a better 
community because of him. God bless 
his family and our community as we 
mourn his passing. 

Mr. Speaker, before I close, I ask 
that all Americans continue to pray for 
our country during these difficult 
times and for our military and first re-
sponders who protect us abroad and at 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, on July 26, our Nation 
lost a great American, Mr. George P. 
Mitchell. Mr. Mitchell was a revolu-
tionary energy pioneer, philanthropist, 
and Texas A&M graduate, class of 1940. 
He was 94 years old and passed away on 
July 26, 2013. 

Mr. Mitchell was a native of Texas, 
born in Galveston, and later attended 
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