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by first of all thanking my colleague, 
Representative YOUNG of Indiana, for 
being here with me. 

But I’d just like to point out that the 
employer mandate bill that mimics 
what the President did, that postpones 
the employer mandate for 1 year, we 
passed it here with 35 Democrats, bi-
partisan. Your bill, the individual man-
date postponement, 22 Democrats. We 
passed them out of here. We did our 
job. 

The worst the White House could say 
about my bill is that it was redundant. 
Those bills are sitting down in the Sen-
ate, waiting for action. 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Redundant to 
the Treasury Department’s blog post, 
it bears reminding. They’re sitting 
over there, gathering dust, as the 
American people demand relief. It is so 
important. 

I want to thank you for your leader-
ship on this issue. Those in Arkansas 
are well represented by you on this and 
other matters, working very hard to 
ensure that where relief can be pro-
vided, we provide it; where the preroga-
tives of the legislative branch can be 
defended, you will defend them. 

That’s where I stand as well. We just 
need the United States Senate to act. 

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. On the 
employer mandate delay, they should 
pass that immediately to make the 
President’s actions legal, and they 
should pass the individual mandate 
delay to make the President’s actions 
fair. 

I appreciate you being here with me 
tonight. You are an outstanding mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee, 
and I appreciate your leadership. 

We’re running out of time. I want to 
thank folks for joining us tonight, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

b 2145 

JERUSALEM AS THE CAPITAL OF 
ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for the remainder of the 
time until 10 p.m. as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. I thank 
Congressman GRIFFIN for the oppor-
tunity here. Mr. Speaker, I thank you 
for the time. 

Mr. Speaker, the tiny Nation of 
Israel began in earnest more than 3,000 
years ago. Since that time the people 
of Israel have faced more heartaches, 
threats of annihilation, bigotry, tor-
ture, and genocide than any other peo-
ple in the history of humanity. Yet 
even today, in 2013, against all odds 
and opposition, the noble people of 
Israel remain. And the peace of Israel 
continues to be the linchpin of peace 
for the entire world. 

Today Israel faces another cata-
strophic challenge among the many in 
its long struggle throughout history 
that threatens to end its existence as a 
nation. The greatest challenge Israel 

faces today is the growing threat of a 
nuclear armed Iran. This is a menace 
that also threatens the peace and secu-
rity of the entire family of mankind. 

Mr. Speaker, Israel has been our tru-
est friend and ally in the Middle East 
now for approximately 65 years, and 
during that entire time it has faced 
many unthinkable threats from en-
emies who desire to see its absolute an-
nihilation. Now more than ever before 
the United States of America and the 
nation of Israel must stand together 
against the threat of a nuclear Iran 
and against those who would see our 
two nations and all those we love and 
all those who love human freedom 
eradicated from the face of the Earth. 

One of the most important ways 
America can send a signal to the world 
that there is no space between us and 
Israel is to transfer our Embassy to an 
existing, newly constructed consulate 
in Jerusalem and once and for all make 
it clear that the United States offi-
cially and unequivocally recognizes Je-
rusalem as the undivided capital city 
of the state of Israel. 

This is something we should have 
done a long time ago, Mr. Speaker. 
However, there has never been a more 
important time to do it because the 
world today, including some of our 
most dangerous enemies, doubt Amer-
ica’s resolve to stand with Israel. And 
the actions of the Obama administra-
tion would create such doubt in any 
reasonable person’s mind. For instance, 
when it was announced that the Israeli 
Government had completed one more 
step in the permit process for building 
houses in Jerusalem, the Obama ad-
ministration openly rebuked Israel and 
demanded that they do several things 
by way of ‘‘penance’’ for building 
houses for its citizens. 

Now Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell you 
how bewildering it is for me as an 
American Congressman to hear our 
own American President expressing 
more outrage toward Israel for building 
homes in its own capital city than he 
has expressed toward a madman like 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad for building 
nuclear weapons with which to threat-
en the peace and security of the entire 
world. 

Mr. Obama demanded that the per-
mits be canceled, despite the fact that 
every Prime Minister of Israel has al-
lowed them in their capital. Mr. Obama 
told Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to make a ‘‘substantial ges-
ture’’ towards the Palestinians and re-
lease Palestinian prisoners. Mr. Obama 
has made no such demands of the Pal-
estinians, and the Palestinians have 
made no such concessions. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, every concession that Israel 
has ever made for decades has been met 
and responded to by violence and ter-
ror. 

Nevertheless, President Obama is 
continuing to insist that Israel pub-
licly state its willingness to negotiate 
the division of Jerusalem and the right 
of return for millions of descendants of 
Palestinian refugees to Israel. Indeed, 

Mr. Speaker, no President in our his-
tory has been more bent upon isolating 
our friends and emboldening our en-
emies as this President. 

And Mr. Speaker, it places Israel in a 
great conundrum. For if, on the one 
hand, they take military action to halt 
Iran’s nuclear program, the world—in-
cluding this administration—will open-
ly condemn them and they will face in-
tense isolation and hostility from the 
international community. 

On the other hand, if they do not 
take action and they allow Iran to gain 
nuclear weapons, they face the real and 
imminent possibility that Iran will ei-
ther directly or through its proxies un-
leash a nuclear hell on Earth that will 
annihilate their tiny homeland. 

It is perilous beyond description for 
us all, Mr. Speaker, that the leader of 
the free world doesn’t seem to under-
stand the gravity of allowing the Ira-
nian regime and the Government of 
Iran today to gain nuclear weapons ca-
pability. It is vital for those of us in 
Congress to make it clear that Amer-
ica’s commitment to Israel remains 
steadfast and that Israel’s enemy is 
America’s enemy. 

Once again, Mr. Speaker, America 
should make a major effort and make a 
major statement to that effect by 
transferring our Embassy to Israel’s 
capital city, Jerusalem. This move 
would require nothing from American 
taxpayers. It could happen by selling 
the current Embassy in Tel Aviv, and 
that could even bring a substantial up-
side to America financially. This is 
something that we need to do for the 
sake of making it clear to the world 
that we will stand by Israel. 

America has established bilateral re-
lations with so many nations across 
the world, and in each case we have 
recognized their capital city. Yet when 
it has come to the State of Israel, our 
most critical and cherished ally on this 
Earth, Israel’s capital city of Jeru-
salem is the only one in the world 
which we have yet to recognize. 

Ironically, Mr. Speaker, it was Amer-
ica that was the first nation on Earth 
to recognize Israel as a nation, a mere 
11 minutes after Israel’s declaration. 
President Harry Truman said: 

I had faith in Israel before it was es-
tablished, I have faith in it now. I be-
lieve it has a glorious future before it— 
not just as another sovereign nation, 
but as an embodiment of the great 
ideals of human civilization. 

Mr. Speaker, if America now ignores 
the opportunity to be the first to fully 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
city, can we truly claim that we are 
Israel’s nearest and dearest friend? 
And, can we honestly say that we are 
fully committed to our own principles? 

The majority of Israel’s citizens and 
leaders have yearned for their capital 
city’s recognition by the people of the 
world and, moreover, by the people of 
the United States for so very long. 
Israel’s capital city houses its govern-
ment framework, including the Israeli 
Parliament, the Knesset, the Supreme 
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Court, the Bank of Israel, its diplo-
matic corps of the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and the Prime Min-
ister’s and President’s offices. And very 
significantly, Jerusalem surrounds 
many of Israel’s most sacred remem-
brances, including the tombs of the 
fallen soldiers on Mount Herzl, as well 
as the symbol of the most insidious in-
justice ever endured by the Jewish peo-
ple, the Holocaust Museum—Yad 
Vashem. 

Mr. Speaker, not so long ago one of 
the Members of this House said very 
eruditely and arrogantly: ‘‘I don’t take 
sides for or against Israel, and I don’t 
take sides for or against Hezbollah.’’ I 
believe, Mr. Speaker, that that is more 
dangerous, that kind of moral equiva-
lence, that kind of moral neutrality, 
it’s more dangerous to humanity than 
terrorism itself. 

Ronald Reagan gave an address in 
1983 when the world faced a similar 
threat in the growing strength and nu-
clear ambition of the Soviet Union. He 
stated: 

I urge you to beware the temptation 
to ignore the facts of history and the 
aggressive impulses of an evil empire, 
to simply call the arms race a giant 
misunderstanding and thereby remove 
yourself from the struggle between 
right and wrong and good and evil. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot remove our-
selves from that struggle. 

Let us all be reminded that we have 
been here before. The free nations of 
the world once had opportunity to ad-
dress the insidious rise of the Nazi ide-
ology in its formative years, when it 
could have been dispatched without 
great cost. But they delayed, and the 
result was atomic bombs falling on cit-
ies, 50 million people dead worldwide, 
and the swastika’s shadow nearly 
plunging the planet into Cimmerian 
darkness. 

You know, it is said that those who 
survived the Holocaust achieved their 
revenge through simply living. Rather 
than allowing their faith and their 
hopes to be crushed by the atrocities of 
the past, they chose instead to dry 
their tears and to look up and to begin 
building again. And indeed they did 
build again. They built a future and a 
family and a community and a nation. 
And Mr. Speaker, the God of Jacob 
honored their courage. The threat of 
the Nazis is no more, and one day this 
threat of global jihad will be no more. 

Mr. Speaker, recognizing Jerusalem 
as the rightful capital of Israel is not 
solely an act of foreign attributes and 
powers. It is the noble act of courage 
and justice that comports with every-
thing that America is. We have as-
sisted the Jewish people in restoring 
their ancient state. We must now act 
and recognize her restored ancient 
city, Jerusalem. 

Together, we can ensure that Jeru-
salem continues to be a center for an-
swered prayers and dreams come true. 
And I pray that the United States will 
be the first nation to officially and for-
mally recognize Israel’s capital city 

and to transfer our Embassy to Jeru-
salem. This will undeniably affirm our 
commitment and our resolve on behalf 
of Israel. And we will be standing 
steadfastly on our own Declaration of 
Independence, as well, Mr. Speaker, as 
on the right side of history. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would just 
pray that the light of God’s peace will 
shine down upon the streets of Jeru-
salem forever. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request 
of Mr. CANTOR) for today on account of 
bronchitis. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of 
attending Lindy Boggs’ funeral. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 1911. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to establish interest rates 
for new loans made on or after July 1, 2013, 
to direct the Secretary of Education to con-
vene the Advisory Committee on Improving 
Postsecondary Education Data to conduct a 
study, on improvements to postsecondary 
education transparency at the Federal level, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2167. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development to 
establish additional requirements to improve 
the fiscal safety and soundness of the home 
equity conversion mortgage insurance pro-
gram. 

H.R. 2611. An act designate the head-
quarters building of the Coast Guard on the 
campus located at 2701 Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Avenue Southeast in the District of Co-
lumbia as the ‘‘Douglas A. Munro Coast 
Guard Headquarters Building’’, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 55 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, August 2, 2013, at 9 
a.m. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2450. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Handling of Animals; Contingency 
Plans; Stay of Regulations [Docket No.: 
APHIS-2006-0159] (RIN: 0579-AC69) received 
July 31, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

2451. A letter from the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-

tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Releasing Information; General Pro-
visions; Accounting and Reporting Require-
ments; Reports of Accounts and Exposures 
(RIN: 3052-AC76) received July 30, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

2452. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s report on the amount of pur-
chases from foreign entities in Fiscal Year 
2012; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

2453. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a letter on the approved retirement of Vice 
Admiral Robert S. Harward, Jr., United 
States Navy, and his advancement to the 
grade of vice admiral on the retired list; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

2454. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a re-
port on balances carried forward at the end 
of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

2455. A letter from the Chairman, Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
transmitting Annual Report to the Congress 
on the Presidential $1 Coin Program; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

2456. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Final Flood Elevation Determinations 
[Docket No.: FEMA-2013-0002] received July 
26, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

2457. A letter from the Chief, Planning and 
Regulatory Affairs Office, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s 
‘‘Major’’ final rule — National School Lunch 
Program and School Breakfast Program: Nu-
trition Standards for All Foods Sold in 
School as Required by the Healthy, Hunger- 
Free Kids Act of 2010 [FNS-2011-0019] (RIN: 
0584-AE09) received July 30, 2013, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

2458. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Animal Feeds Contaminated With Sal-
monella Microorganisms [Docket No.: FDA- 
2013-N-0253] received July 31, 2013, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

2459. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Amendment of Section 73.202(b) Table 
of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations 
(Centerville, Midway, Lovelady, and Oak-
wood, Texas); Applications of Stations 
KTWL(FM), Hempstead, Texas (Facility ID 
No. 21204), and KLTR(FM), Brenham, Texas 
(Facility ID No. 40775), to Change Commu-
nications of License [MB Docket No.: 12-92] 
(RM-11650; RM-11679) (File No. BPH- 
20120529ADK; BPH-20120529ADI) received July 
26, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2460. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Regulatory Guide 1.124, Revision 
3, ‘‘Service Limits and Loading Combina-
tions for Class 1 Linear Type Supports’’, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

2461. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Interim Enforcement Policy for 
Permanent Implant Brachytherapy Medical 
Event Reporting [NRC-2013-0114] received 
July 30, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 
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