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asking for a government that makes 
sense. No one is asking for more red-
tape. 

House Republicans don’t just talk 
about jobs. We defend them, and we 
take action to make it easier for job 
creators to grow and hire. Cutting back 
Washington’s redtape is part of that 
work. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the Safe Climate Caucus, I want 
to applaud President Obama’s commit-
ment to address global climate change. 

As the concentration of carbon in the 
atmosphere climbed past 400 parts per 
million this past spring, which is a 
level not seen since before the dawn of 
humans when sea levels were 75 feet 
higher than they are today, we are fac-
ing the potential for irreversible cli-
matic consequences that could trigger 
mass extinctions and endanger the fu-
ture of humanity. So, it would be irre-
sponsible for the President not to ad-
dress this clear and present danger. 

With the powers the President has 
been granted under existing laws, he 
has taken the responsible course, in-
sisting upon limiting carbon emissions 
at existing major sources like coal- 
fired power plants, promoting renew-
able energy development on public 
lands, squeezing greater efficiencies 
out of household and commercial appli-
ances, motor vehicles, and government 
facilities and operations, and working 
with other nations on a global strategy 
to address climate change. 

For the sake of future generations, I 
do hope that the Republican majority 
will take a more responsible role in 
helping us to preserve the future of a 
more livable world. 

f 

OBAMACARE FRAUD 
INVESTIGATIONS 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, 
many of us were surprised on July 2 
when the administration unilaterally 
suspended the employer mandate in the 
Affordable Care Act. Since there were 
going to be no reporting requirements 
under the employer mandate, how were 
people going to be judged as eligible for 
benefits under the Affordable Care Act? 
Well, we would simply take their word 
for it. ‘‘Self-attestation’’ became the 
watchword and buzzword in the admin-
istration. 

Last Thursday, again, people were 
surprised that the Department of 
Health and Human Services’ Inspector 
General’s Office is going to lose 20 per-
cent of its staff between now and 2015. 

Well, wait a minute. We are going to 
a system of self-reporting, self-attesta-

tion, but we are cutting the staff of the 
office who is going to see that the 
funds are properly spent. Oh, by the 
way, all the while, we are going to be 
increasing the funding for the so-called 
navigators, people who are going to 
sign people up for the Affordable Care 
Act under their own self-attestation. 

It seems like we are going in the 
wrong direction here. We do need to 
keep an eye on these funds. They could 
go out the door inappropriately. We 
owe it to the taxpayer to be more vigi-
lant. 

f 

b 1415 

COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY 

(Ms. DELBENE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELBENE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on the importance of 
college affordability. 

This is very personal for me. Growing 
up, my parents struggled financially, 
but with student loans and financial 
aid, I was able to go to college and get 
a great education. I would not be 
standing in this Chamber today other-
wise. 

I am pleased that we will be voting 
on a bipartisan bill this week that will 
reverse the doubling of student loan 
rates that took place on July 1. The 
bill is a compromise, so it’s not perfect. 
It doesn’t include all of the protections 
that I believe our students need, like 
lower interest rate caps to keep costs 
down over the long term, but it does 
reduce interest rates for over 7 million 
undergraduates taking out loans this 
year, and it will save a college student 
with Stafford loans $3,300 compared to 
today’s rates. 

This bill is a start, but it isn’t 
enough. I call on my colleagues to con-
tinue working together on ways to 
bring down the costs of college for 
working families. Doing so will expand 
opportunity for all, spur long-term eco-
nomic growth, and strengthen our mid-
dle class. 

f 

48TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE 
AND MEDICAID 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in celebration of the birthday of Medi-
care and Medicaid. 

Forty-eight years ago today, Presi-
dent Johnson solidified our historic 
promise to all Americans. This is what 
he said: 

No longer will older Americans be denied 
the healing miracle of modern medicine. No 
longer will illness crush and destroy the sav-
ings that they have so carefully put away 
over a lifetime so that they might enjoy dig-
nity in their later years. No longer will 
young families see their incomes and their 
own hopes eaten away simply because they 
are carrying out their deep moral obligations 

to their parents and to their uncles and their 
aunts—and no longer will this Nation refuse 
the hand of justice to those who have given 
a lifetime of service and wisdom and labor to 
the progress of this progressive country. 

Madam Speaker, let us honor this 
promise to our parents, to our neigh-
bors, and to our children by protecting 
Medicare and Medicaid and making 
sure the care it offers is there when it’s 
needed the most. 

f 

48TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE 
AND MEDICAID 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Madam Speaker, 
118 million Americans—seniors, low-in-
come families, the disabled—all rely on 
Medicare and Medicaid services in one 
way or another. These services guar-
antee benefits that give our Nation’s 
most vulnerable peace of mind and an 
increased quality of life. 

Today, we proudly acknowledge al-
most five decades of Medicare and Med-
icaid services. While most service pro-
viders are honest and law-abiding, it 
has recently come to my attention 
that there are a few that have affected 
the delivery and integrity of services 
to the people who rely on these pro-
grams. Congress has the power to 
change that. 

Today, on the 48th anniversary of 
Medicare and Medicaid being signed 
into law, Congress must recommit 
itself to the safeguarding and strength-
ening of America’s Medicare and Med-
icaid service systems. The promise of 
Medicare and the morality of Medicaid 
must never be compromised no matter 
how hard the political battles are. 

f 

48TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE 
AND MEDICAID 

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, 
today marks the 48th anniversary of 
the Medicare program, which has had a 
tremendous impact on the American 
public and on the quality of life of our 
seniors and our kids. 

On July 30 of 1965, a fellow Texan, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, signed 
Medicare into law—a program that at 
the time was considered incredibly 
controversial. At that time, about half 
of our Nation’s seniors didn’t have 
health coverage. Today, in Texas, more 
than 3 million seniors, including our 
parents and our grandparents, rely on 
this program for crucial medical care. 

The law has allowed our seniors to 
live with the peace of mind that health 
coverage will be available to them in 
their golden years. It is now just as 
vital to the long-term health and secu-
rity of Americans as it was in 1965. We 
need to continue to demonstrate our 
commitment to those who have built 
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this country by strengthening Medi-
care for future generations. I am very 
glad that we have done things like 
starting to close the Medicare dough-
nut hole so that seniors are starting to 
save money on their prescriptions. In 
the first 6 months of 2013, more than a 
million seniors with Medicare have re-
ceived at least one free preventative 
service—and our seniors have earned 
this through a lifetime of work. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 21 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1504 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOLF) at 3 o’clock and 4 
minutes p.m. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2014 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2610. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 312 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2610. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. MESSER) to preside 
over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1505 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2610) 

making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing 
and Urban Development, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. MESSER in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 

LATHAM) and the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. PASTOR) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Chairman, today I present H.R. 
2610, a bill providing fiscal year 2014 ap-
propriations for the Department of 
Transportation, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, and 
related agencies. 

The T-HUD bill conforms with the 
302(b) allocation of $44.1 billion in 
budget authority, and is in line with 
the House budget of $967 billion. Under 
such an allocation, we prioritized pro-
grams and spending and were able to 
achieve three very important funding 
goals: first, meet the ‘‘ob lim’’ funding 
levels for the MAP–21, the highway au-
thorization bill; keep the commercial 
airspace running smoothly; and pre-
serve and renew the housing option for 
all HUD-assisted families under lease 
in fiscal year 2014. 

Mr. Chairman, I imagine today we’re 
going to hear a lot about the budget 
and the sequester, and I’ll tell you, I 
agree. We need a deal. We need a deal 
that resolves the irresponsible meat-ax 
approach to the sequester and provides 
a top-line budget number that address-
es concerns about taxes and spending. 

But the Budget Control Act is the 
law, and no matter what number we’d 
like to write this to, the law gives us 
$967 billion to fund the government. 
You get there either by across-the- 
board cuts or by prioritizing the funds 
available. I think we all agree that 
continuing across-the-board cuts is not 
the answer. We’ve seen examples why. 

Earlier this year, across-the-board 
cuts caused air traffic controllers to be 
furloughed, consumer convenience to 
be sacrificed, and air safety to be en-
dangered. In April, the House voted on 
a strongly bipartisan basis 361–41 to tap 
unspent FAA funds and put these air 
traffic controllers back to work. 

Mr. Chairman, we know that across- 
the-board cutting is no way to run a 
government. Considering there still 
isn’t an agreement on the sequester or 
a top-line budget number, it’s impera-
tive that we realign the funds we have 
available to ensure DOT and HUD have 
the resources they need to care for the 
population and infrastructure of this 
Nation. This is a chance to make sure 
the ‘‘must-do’’ priorities are addressed. 

I assume we’re going to hear a lot 
about infrastructure investment, and I 
will tell you we fund the authorized 
programs at the authorized program 
levels. 

I assume we’re going to hear a lot 
about housing needs, and I will tell 
you, we retain the housing option for 
HUD families currently receiving as-
sistance, protecting the most vulner-
able. 

We are operating under an open rule, 
and I hope we can keep the debate and 
amendment process moving along 
today. We will be taking points of 
order against amendments that would 
increase our allocations or authorize 
on an appropriations act. Let me reem-
phasize to people who are going to be 
offering amendments that we will en-
force points of order. 

I’d like to thank my friend, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. PASTOR), the 
T-HUD ranking member, for his comity 
and willingness to discuss what would 
be possible under a $44.1 billion alloca-
tion. 

I’d also like to thank Chairman ROG-
ERS and Ranking Member LOWEY, plus 
the members of the committee, and es-
pecially the subcommittee, for their 
hard work and commitment to this 
bill. 

And speaking of subcommittee mem-
bers, I’d like to give a special word of 
congratulations to a new and valued 
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. The gentlewoman from Wash-
ington, Ms. JAMIE HERRERA BEUTLER, 
and her husband, Daniel, recently wel-
comed their first child, a beautiful 
baby girl, into their family. This sweet 
girl is a miracle and a testament to the 
faith and hope that her parents have 
carried over recent months. We offer 
our continued praise for their strength, 
the wisdom of their doctors, and the 
joy of this new family. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 
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