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NINTH UNANSWERED BENGHAZI 

QUESTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, there are 
only 3 more days until the August re-
cess. Given that no new public hearings 
are scheduled on Benghazi, it’s appar-
ent that the questions I’ve been asking 
for the past two weeks—and the Amer-
ican people have been asking for more 
than 10 months—will not be answered 
by the 1-year anniversary of the 
Benghazi attack, if ever. 

After a year of investigations in five 
different committees, we still do not 
know what happened and no one’s been 
held responsible. The House and the 
Senate have failed. Is it any wonder 
that the American people are losing 
confidence in their government? 

This is even more remarkable given 
that over 2 months ago, senior admin-
istration officials admitted to the 
media that they failed to properly re-
spond to the attack in Benghazi; yet 
the Congress never pressed the matter 
further. 

In a little-noticed article published 
on Friday, May 17, CBS News’ Sharyl 
Attkisson reported that: 

Obama administration officials who were 
in key positions on September 11, 2012, ac-
knowledge that a range of mistakes were 
made the night of the attacks on the U.S. 
missions in Benghazi. 

Attkisson continued: 
The list of mea culpas by Obama adminis-

tration officials involved in the Benghazi re-
sponse and aftermath include standing down 
the counterterrorism Foreign Emergency 
Support Team and failing to convene the 
Counterterrorism Security Group, among 
others. 

One of the key revelations from 
anonymous senior administration offi-
cials is the admission that it refused to 
deploy the Foreign Emergency Support 
Team, FEST. According to the article: 

The FEST’s own mission statement de-
scribes a seasoned team of counterterrorism 
professionals who can respond ‘‘quickly and 
effectively to terror attacks, providing the 
fastest assistance possible’’ including ‘‘hos-
tage negotiating expertise’’ and ‘‘time-sen-
sitive information and intelligence.’’ In fact, 
FEST leader Mark Thompson says Benghazi 
was precisely the sort of crisis to which his 
team is trained to respond. 

The article continued: 
As soon as word of the Benghazi attack 

reached Washington, FEST members ‘‘in-
stinctively started packing,’’ said an official 
involved in the response. ‘‘They were told 
they were not deploying by Patrick Ken-
nedy’s front office. In hindsight, I probably 
would’ve pushed the button.’’ 

It’s particularly notable that admin-
istration sources pin the decision not 
just on the State Department leader-
ship, but also on the White House. 

While it was the State Department 
that’s said to have taken FEST off the 
table, the team is directed by the 
White House National Security Coun-
cil. 

Speaking of the White House role in 
directing the response, Attkisson re-

ported that the National Security 
Council also failed to convene the 
interagency Counterterrorism Security 
Group, CSG, that evening. 

The article noted: 
According to a public military document, 

it’s part of a plan to ‘‘synchronize the efforts 
of all the government agencies that have a 
role to play in the global war on terrorism.’’ 
But on September 11, 2012, the Obama admin-
istration did not convene this body of ter-
rorism expert advisers. 

Given the number of agencies in-
volved in the response, including the 
State Department, CIA, and Defense 
Department, it’s hard to understand 
why the NSC’s interagency terrorism 
response group wouldn’t be convened. 

As Attkisson noted, because the CSG 
wasn’t assembled: 

There’s evidence that some high-level deci-
sion-makers were unaware of all available 
resources. In October, on a phone call that 
included then-Deputy National Security Ad-
viser Dennis McDonough, now White House 
Chief of Staff, NSC spokesman Tommy 
Vietor initially told CBS News: ‘‘I don’t 
know what FEST is. It sounds antiquated.’’ 

Who are the anonymous senior ad-
ministration officials who admitted 
these mistakes to CBS? Why haven’t 
they testified to Congress about these 
mistakes? Why wasn’t the FEST team 
deployed immediately? 

Last week, General Ham admitted 
that he believed Ambassador Stevens 
may have been taken hostage by ter-
rorists. Given the FEST’s team ter-
rorism and hostage negotiation exper-
tise, who made the decision not to de-
ploy them? Why didn’t the White 
House convene the CSG that night to 
coordinate the interagency response to 
the attack? And if that group wasn’t 
responsible for coordination, who was? 

Which agency was leading the re-
sponse that night? Was the State De-
partment directing the Pentagon not 
to deploy its planes or response teams, 
while also not sending the FEST team? 

Mr. Speaker, I conclude with an im-
portant quote in the CBS article from 
NSC spokesman Tommy Vietor: 

From the moment President Obama was 
briefed on the Benghazi attack, the response 
effort was handled by the most senior na-
tional security officials in government. 

The mistakes these anonymous sen-
ior officials admit to mattered. Lives 
were on the line, and ultimately, lives 
were lost. The Congress must compel 
these ‘‘most senior national security 
officials’’ responsible for the response 
team that night to testify publicly. 

We need a bipartisan select com-
mittee. If we do not do it, the Congress 
and the House will have failed. 

f 

MEDICARE ANNIVERSARY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, 48 
years ago today, Lyndon Johnson, in 
Independence, Missouri, signed into 
law the Medicare program in the pres-
ence of former President Harry S. Tru-
man. 

It’s important when you think about 
that event, which I would argue trans-
formed our country, to go back in time 
and remember that seniors in 1965, only 
half had health insurance of any sort; 
30 percent of America’s seniors lived in 
poverty; and life expectancy for Amer-
ica’s seniors was age 70. If you fast to-
ward today, 48 years later, we have uni-
versal health insurance coverage for all 
seniors, life expectancy is now age 79, 
and only 7 percent of seniors live below 
the poverty line. 

The decision by Congress earlier that 
year—it was April of 1965 when our col-
league, Congressman JOHN DINGELL, 
was sitting in the Speaker’s Chair and 
brought the gavel down when the Medi-
care law was passed—has, again, paid 
off huge dividends in terms of trans-
forming America’s health care system. 

Back then, Medicare only covered 
doctor visits and hospital visits. 
Today, it covers a broad range of serv-
ices for seniors—dialysis, medical 
equipment, outpatient services, such as 
prescription drug coverage—and as a 
result, the health care sector of our 
country has grown. For many, it has 
created literally careers and opportuni-
ties to pursue a system which, again, 
has produced great results for the folks 
who live in our country over age 65 and 
people on disability. 

Today, we have challenges that Medi-
care faces, but there is good news. The 
Trustees for Medicare recently issued 
their annual report, and it showed that 
the solvency of the Medicare trust fund 
this year was extended out an addi-
tional 2 years to 2026. And beyond that 
date, Medicare does not go bankrupt to 
zero. There is a shortfall, in terms of 
the projections by the Trustees, of 
roughly about 10 percent—a serious 
problem, but one that we can manage 
using smart changes to the system. 
And the Trustees, in their reports, 
pointed to the Affordable Care Act, 
when it was signed into law by Presi-
dent Obama in 2010, as extending by 9 
years the solvency of the Medicare sys-
tem. 

For seniors, under the Affordable 
Care Act, they are now getting more 
help with prescription drug assistance. 
They were stranded in the doughnut 
hole prior to 2010. Now they get over 
half of the cost of those prescription 
drugs while they’re in the doughnut 
hole discounted. They are also getting 
free preventive care services—whether 
it’s colonoscopies, annual checkups, 
smoking cessation programs. All of 
those essential services for primary 
care now carry no out-of-pocket costs 
because of the Affordable Care Act. 

The fact is that those changes have 
extended the solvency of the Affordable 
Care Act. We have not cut benefits for 
seniors. We have not made unwise 
choices, such as the Ryan budget, 
which proposed raising the eligibility 
age for seniors to qualify for Medicare 
to age 67 and would butcher the pro-
gram into private health insurance for 
people under age 55, in other words, 
turning the clock back to where we 
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were 48 years ago when President John-
son signed that measure into law. 

The best way to celebrate Medicare’s 
birthday—which, again, has trans-
formed the lives of every American 
family since it was enacted in 1965—is 
to make smart changes to the system, 
to build on the progress of the Afford-
able Care Act, to make sure that it’s 
going to be there for our children and 
our grandchildren, just like the people 
who had the wisdom to vote for that 
program 48 years ago and signed it into 
law—again, with the vision and proph-
esy of Harry S. Truman, who, as a Sen-
ator representing the State of Mis-
souri, had proposed Medicare as a law 
and then saw, before his time on Earth 
ended, it actually come to fruition. 

b 1215 

Medicare is a wonderful program. It 
is a program which every family is 
touched by and has experienced and 
benefited from. Our best way to cele-
brate its birthday today is to redouble 
our efforts to extend its solvency and 
to make sure that all American fami-
lies, today and in the future, are able 
to enjoy its wonderful benefits. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
as we debated the Defense appropria-
tions bill for the upcoming year, my 
good friend, JIM MCGOVERN, a Demo-
crat from Massachusetts, joined me in 
a measure that would guarantee that 
Congress would vote on funding the En-
during Strategic Partisanship Agree-
ment with Afghanistan. This agree-
ment with Afghanistan is a 10-year 
agreement that will start after 2014. It 
has been negotiated and will soon be 
signed by President Obama and Presi-
dent Karzai. 

During the debate, I quoted the 
former Commandant of the Marine 
Corps with regard to this agreement. I 
called him and asked him what he 
thought about the agreement. He sent 
me a paragraph back. I used one sen-
tence that I will use again today, Mr. 
Speaker: 

Simply put, I am not in favor of this agree-
ment signed. It basically keeps the United 
States in Afghanistan to prop up a corrupt 
regime. It continues to place our troops at 
risk. 

The amendment failed. I want to 
thank the 76 Republicans who joined 
me in that vote, along with 100 Demo-
crats, but it failed. 

The problem is we really have no 
oversight in Afghanistan. It is a joke 
at best. The joke is, though, it is not 
really a joke because of the young men 
and women who are dying in Afghani-
stan, even today. The waste, fraud, and 
abuse in Afghanistan goes unchecked. 
We sent inspectors general over there. 
They do their best, but it is a no-win 
situation in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, according to a Wash-
ington Post-ABC News poll just last 
week, only 28 percent of the American 
people believe the war in Afghanistan 
has been worth fighting. I believe that 
that number would be even lower if 
they knew that we are going to sign a 
10-year agreement with Afghanistan 
after 2014. If they were polled on that, 
I believe that the 28 percent would go 
down to about 8 percent. 

The American people are just finding 
out that we have this 10-year agree-
ment with Afghanistan where we keep 
spending billions of dollars per month 
and have a presence of at least 10,000 to 
15,000 military. 

During this same week last week, a 
poll was done of Congress, and 12 per-
cent of the American people approve of 
Congress. If it gets much lower, we will 
be right at zero. And I’m not sure the 
American people will be wrong if they 
give us a zero, quite frankly, especially 
when I look at the fact that we con-
tinue to spend money in Afghanistan; 
we continue to cut programs right here 
in America for our young, our old, and 
our infrastructure. 

The American people are frustrated 
and fed up because they don’t think we 
in Congress are listening to them. 
When it comes back to Afghanistan 
and the fact that we would allow a 10- 
year agreement to go on with a corrupt 
leader in Afghanistan, it makes no 
sense to the American people; it makes 
no sense to many of us in Congress in 
both parties. 

Mr. Speaker, during that debate, I 
made the statement on the floor 10 
minutes after 11 p.m. that night that 
probably no one on the floor—and in 
fairness to that statement, there were 
only about 10 or 12 people on the 
floor—that they probably did not real-
ize, but from March 1 until July 1 we 
had lost 78 of our soldiers and marines 
in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why I brought 
this poster down today. It is a family. 
It happens to be the Army. They are 
prepared to walk behind a caisson, 
probably at Arlington, to bury an 
American hero. The sad part about it, 
Mr. Speaker, is there’s a wife, I’m as-
suming—it looks like probably the 
wife. She has sunglasses on and a black 
dress. She’s holding the hand of her lit-
tle girl, who appears to be 6, 7, maybe 
8. The little girl is holding her moth-
er’s hand and the little girl has her fin-
ger in her mouth. 

How many more families in this 
country have to go through a sadness 
and a tragedy like this family while we 
sit here in Congress and we never de-
bate the war? We debate the funding 
that we did last week. It was a 10- 
minute debate—5 for my amendment 
and 5 against. Mr. MCGOVERN and I had 
5 minutes. Yet we do not debate the 
policy that continues to send troops, 
continues to send money, and all we do 
is continue to let this war go on and on 
and on. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s not fair to the fami-
lies who have loved ones in the mili-

tary. Again, I will continue to come to 
the floor one time a week and rail 
about the policy in Afghanistan. It is a 
failed policy. History has said no na-
tion has ever changed Afghanistan, and 
we are not going to change Afghani-
stan no matter how much money we 
spend or how much blood we spend. It 
is not fair to our military. 

Mr. Speaker, I will close by asking 
God to please bless our men and women 
in uniform, to please bless the families 
of our men and women in uniform. I 
will ask God in His loving arms to hold 
the families who have given a child 
dying for freedom in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

I will ask God to bless the House and 
the Senate, that we will do what is 
right in the eyes of God for God’s peo-
ple. 

I will ask God to please bless the 
President, that he will do what is right 
in the eyes of God for God’s people 
today and God’s people tomorrow. 

And three times I will say, God, 
please, God, please, God, please, con-
tinue to bless America. 

f 

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY ACT of 
2013 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Minnesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, in the 
world’s poorest countries, nearly 1 bil-
lion people struggle with hunger every 
day. Chronic food insecurity limits a 
child’s ability to grow and to learn. 

Across Africa and Asia, hardworking 
farmers need help producing enough 
food to feed their families throughout 
the year. Many of these farmers are 
women. In fact, it is estimated 80 per-
cent of the agricultural workers are 
women. 

Earlier this year, I traveled to Tan-
zania and South Sudan where women 
farmers told me that they needed ac-
cess to better seeds, tools, and train-
ing. With assistance from the United 
States and with our support, they can 
grow enough food to feed their families 
and have extra to sell as produce. 

Last week, I introduced the Global 
Food Security Act, along with Rep-
resentatives AARON SCHOCK and JIM 
MCGOVERN. This bill directs the Presi-
dent to develop a strategy to improve 
global nutrition, food security, and ag-
ricultural development. More than 35 
NGOs and faith-based groups also sup-
port this bill. 

This bill will improve food security 
for millions around the world, which is 
the right thing to do, but it will also 
make America more secure and protect 
our own national interest. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
Global Food Security Act. 

f 

HONORING WALTER DURHAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes. 
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