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CUTS TO EPA FUNDING 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
I was dismayed to see the Interior, En-
vironment Appropriations Sub-
committee approve a 2014 funding bill 
that cuts EPA funding by 34 percent. 
Such a drastic, unnecessary cut would 
prevent EPA from addressing critical 
air quality, water quality, and climate 
change issues that have direct impacts 
on human health. 

As everyone knows by now, we are al-
ready feeling the impacts of climate 
change—stronger storms, more severe 
droughts, hotter heat waves. But it’s 
our children and our grandchildren who 
will bear the brunt of these impacts in 
the future. 

Children are especially vulnerable to 
the effects of climate change. We’ve al-
ready seen that there are higher rates 
of asthma and infectious diseases in 
children. These proposed cuts to EPA 
will only make things worse. 

Mr. Speaker, we have the oppor-
tunity and the responsibility to act 
now to protect our children and our 
grandchildren from the impacts of cli-
mate change. 

I urge my colleagues, let’s stop these 
shortsighted political games and start 
taking action to address climate 
change and protect the long-term 
health of future generations. 

f 

KILAH DAVENPORT CHILD 
PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. PITTINGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask once more that my col-
leagues in Congress will help protect 
children by cosponsoring the Kilah 
Davenport Child Protection Act. 

Until recent changes by the North 
Carolina legislature, the punishment 
for someone who caused permanent, se-
vere, mental and physical injury to a 
child in our State was just 4 to 6 years. 
Sadly, inadequate, and ambiguous 
child abuse laws are not unique to 
North Carolina. 

My little friend Kilah was severely 
abused by her caretaker, who smashed 
her head against a wall, leaving her 
with minimal function for the rest of 
her life. As a father and a grandfather, 
I was deeply moved by her situation, as 
I’m sure you are. 

Now is the time to find an appro-
priate response to ensure the safety 
and the protection of our most precious 
treasures—America’s children. This 
new legislation focuses on child abus-
ers guilty of the most heinous acts of 
abuse. Those who destroy a child’s fu-
ture should receive much more than a 
slap on the wrist. 

May God bless Kilah and her family 
and all whom we seek to protect. 

REPRESENTATIVE STEVE KING’S 
DISGRACEFUL REMARKS 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak on the disgraceful remarks re-
cently made by another Member of this 
body. 

My parents brought me to this coun-
try at the age of 11. They brought me 
here for the freedoms, they brought me 
here for the opportunities, and they 
never told me to strap 75 pounds of 
marijuana on my thighs so we can sell 
it in America. 

It is disgraceful that a Member of 
this body would demean this House and 
what this country represents when you 
make remarks like that. I recognize 
that not all Members of this body feel 
the same way. 

I represent Ellis Island and the Stat-
ue of Liberty, two monuments that 
symbolize the history of America as a 
Nation of immigrants. So when you 
make remarks like one of the Members 
made, it’s not only ignorant, but quite 
frankly stupid, not recognizing the his-
tory of this country. 

f 

CALLING ATTENTION TO PRIS-
ONER OF CONSCIENCE ZHU YUFU 
(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to the plight 
of Zhu Yufu. 

Today, Zhu Yufu has been in prison 
in China for 520 days. He is a prisoner 
of conscience, unable to enjoy the fun-
damental freedoms enshrined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

An advocate for democracy, Chris-
tian dissident and poet Zhu Yufu 
helped found the unrecognized Democ-
racy Party of China. For this, he was 
arrested for ‘‘inciting subversion of 
state power.’’ 

Zhu Yufu cannot speak for himself, 
so others, including myself, must advo-
cate on his behalf. My own efforts in 
support of Zhu Yufu are part of a 
project created by the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission through 
which Members of Congress can bring 
attention to the plight of prisoners of 
conscious. 

Through this work, we seek to pierce 
the darkness and shatter the silence 
that has enveloped Zhu Yufu and oth-
ers like him. 

Silence is not an option. Silence 
means Zhu Yufu likely will remain in 
prison and the Government of China 
will elude accountability for its deplor-
able human rights violations. 

I call on all people of conscience to 
raise their voices in support of Zhu 
Yufu. 

f 

WE NEED A NEW AGENDA 
(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, this past 
weekend, I was shocked to hear the 
new standard for productivity, leader-
ship, and good governance set here in 
the House of Representatives. Rather 
than looking at the success of the 
American people, the Speaker of the 
House said we should be judged by the 
number of laws we repeal. 

This isn’t a standard; this is an ex-
cuse for failure. Good governance is not 
measured by the 38 times that we voted 
to repeal health care. It is measured by 
the ability to compromise and create 
substantial solutions to the issues fac-
ing this country. 

While House Republicans continue to 
obstruct, repeal, and repeat, 11 million 
undocumented immigrants remain in 
the shadows; 7 million students bear 
the burden of high student loan rates; 
16.7 million children risk going to bed 
hungry; and every single woman in this 
country makes 77 cents to the dollar 
made by a man. 

I say it is time that we need a new 
agenda and certainly a new standard 
for success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HELEN SILLIMAN 
AND FLOSSIE BRAGG 

(Mr. COLLINS of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I come to the House floor to 
recognize the contributions of two 
great women from New York’s 27th 
Congressional District. 

Tonight, Helen Silliman and the late 
Flossie Bragg will be honored in South 
Wales for becoming the first female 
firefighters in Erie County 50 years 
ago. 

It was back in 1963 when Helen and 
Flossie decided to join the ranks of 
what was then an all-male department. 
In doing so, they made history in not 
only South Wales, but all of Erie Coun-
ty. 

As a result, Helen and Flossie became 
pioneers for women in the fire service 
in western New York, leading the way 
for women to join the ranks of volun-
teer fire companies, which is now com-
monplace. 

Today, it is estimated there are 35- to 
40,000 women involved in volunteer fire 
services across this great country. 

I want to thank and acknowledge 
Helen and Flossie for helping to lead 
the way. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADERS’ 
‘‘TO DON’T’’ LIST 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, a new 
NBC poll says that 83 percent of Ameri-
cans disapprove of the job Congress is 
doing. But that shouldn’t be surprising 
when we are not doing any job at all. 

House Republican leaders are work-
ing off of a ‘‘to don’t’’ list: don’t pass 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 01:16 Jul 25, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K24JY7.021 H24JYPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4993 July 24, 2013 
gun violence legislation that could 
save lives; don’t pass equal pay for 
women that could boost family in-
comes; don’t help homeowners refi-
nance, which could save families 
money; don’t pass immigration reform 
that could grow our economy; don’t 
create a national infrastructure bank 
that could create new jobs; and don’t 
pass a green energy bill that could fi-
nally tackle climate change. 

It doesn’t have to be this way, but 
when your agenda is to do nothing, it’s 
easy to get nothing done when you op-
erate off of a ‘‘to don’t’’ list. Solving 
problems and reaching compromise 
may be hard work, but it’s the work 
the American people sent us here to do. 

f 

FIGHTING FOR AMERICAN JOBS 

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, later 
today, the President will once again 
refocus his efforts on jobs. Well, House 
Republicans never lost our focus on 
jobs. 

We have a plan to create jobs, grow 
our economy, and to secure our future 
for all Americans by expanding oppor-
tunity, not expanding government. 

Our plan holds government account-
able to hardworking taxpayers; our 
plan reins in runaway government 
spending; our plan combats waste and 
abuse in government; our plan pro-
motes an all-of-the-above all-American 
energy strategy that will create jobs, 
lower energy costs, and strengthen our 
national security. 

These are commonsense solutions 
that the American people deserve. It is 
not fair that Washington liberals keep 
offering up only more spending and po-
litical games. Real solutions to real 
problems, that’s the American commit-
ment. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, did you know that 
last Sunday marked the anniversary of 
the day in 1917 when 16 women de-
manded the right to vote in front of 
the White House? They were sentenced 
to 60 days in the workhouse for de-
manding universal suffrage for women. 

Did you know that tomorrow is the 
day when in 1892 Doris Fleischman 
Bernays was born? She was to become 
the first married woman to get a pass-
port in her own name and to get her 
name on her daughter’s birth certifi-
cate. 

Or did you know that the famous 
Ginger Rogers-Fred Astaire partner-
ship ended in part because she was 
angry over gender pay standards? She 
grew tired of being paid half of what 
her male colleagues were paid in films 
in which she was starring. 

These are the sorts of things that one 
day visitors will learn about at the Na-
tional Women’s History Museum when 
it opens its doors—with a goal of edu-
cating, inspiring, and empowering 
women. 

After all, American history is her 
story too. That is why I have intro-
duced with MARSHA BLACKBURN H.R. 
863, a bill to create such a museum. 
Join it and make your mother proud. 

f 

REPRESENTATIVE STEVE KING’S 
IGNORANT COMMENTS 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, Representa-
tive KING’s recent comments about 
children of immigrants are a disgrace 
to this institution. These comments 
are unacceptable and just plain wrong 
on so many levels. 

We may not all agree on the best way 
to fix our Nation’s broken immigration 
system, but we can all agree that it’s 
broken. 

Comments like Representative 
KING’s don’t do anything to solve prob-
lems or bring us closer to a true bipar-
tisan solution on immigration. They 
only exacerbate the problem of ex-
treme partisanship and inject needless 
divisiveness into the conversation on 
how to best reform our immigration 
system. 

This sort of ideologically driven and 
hateful rhetoric has no place in this in-
stitution, and it must stop. It is time 
for both parties to put down the par-
tisan talking points and make a good 
faith effort to work together to have a 
conversation and not a confrontation. 

We need to act, and we need to act 
now. We don’t have time for this par-
tisan gamesmanship. We must reduce 
our deficit by passing this comprehen-
sive immigration reform. 

f 

CREATE JOBS AND GROW THE 
ECONOMY 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on the 
floor today we’ve heard some of our 
colleagues in the majority, starting 
with the Speaker of the House, demand 
the President work with Congress to 
create jobs and grow the economy. If 
Republicans were willing to spend time 
on these issues, that would really be 
good news. 

I think it is necessary for us to have 
a reality check. In the 6 months of this 
Congress, with the Republicans in the 
majority, there has been no jobs bill 
brought to the floor; there has been no 
budget bill brought to the floor. The 
budget is the blueprint for job creation, 
for deficit reduction, for growing the 
economy, for creating jobs, for keeping 
America competitive, for making sure 
that America is number one. 

At the beginning of the year, the Re-
publicans said, we want regular order, 

we want to pass a budget bill—and we 
did—and then the Senate will pass a 
budget that is not a good budget and 
not a statement of our values, but 
nonetheless, a bill passed the House. 
They said, we want regular order, we 
want the Senate to pass a budget bill 
before we can proceed with any jobs 
legislation. 

b 1245 

Over 3 months ago—I think nearly 4 
months ago—the Senate passed a budg-
et bill—again, a blueprint for job cre-
ation, deficit reduction, growth in the 
economy. The minute the Senate 
passed the bill, the Republicans said, 
Never mind. 

Never mind? No. It is our business to 
mind, to mind this Congress to make 
sure that we create solutions, that we 
get results, that we are in the business 
of job creation in the public and pri-
vate sectors with public and private 
partnerships. With no budget and with 
no jobs bill, that cannot happen. 

So when the Speaker of the House 
comes to the floor and makes demands 
on the President—and the President 
has made offer, after offer, after offer. 
He has extended the hand of coopera-
tion so many times that I want to 
count his fingers to see how intact his 
hand is because of the reaction from 
the Republicans. The Republicans’ re-
sponse to the President’s offer of co-
operation? Nothing. 

‘‘Nothing’’ is our agenda. 
Does ‘‘nothing’’ work for you, Mr. 

President? 
Our timetable: ‘‘Never.’’ 
Does ‘‘never’’ work for you? Because 

that’s the only time that we are going 
to work together with you to pass a 
jobs bill. 

Previous speakers talked about jobs 
being created. Why? By giving tax cuts 
to the wealthiest people in our coun-
try? 

I am so glad that the President is out 
there today, saying that we are going 
to build jobs and build our economy 
from the middle class out. It’s really 
important that the prosperity of our 
country is enjoyed by many more peo-
ple and, in fact, is inspired by their in-
genuity, by their creativity, by their 
entrepreneurship; and we have to have 
policies that incentivize that. 

Today, the President will put more 
ideas on the table to grow our econ-
omy. He recognizes—and I think we on 
the Democratic side all agree—that the 
economy best works when it grows 
from the middle out, not by the trickle 
down, top down. 

Our friends on the Republican side 
said, Trickle down, what’s wrong with 
that? If it trickles down, it could cre-
ate jobs. If that happens, that’s great. 
If it doesn’t, that’s the free market. If 
it doesn’t create jobs, in their words, so 
be it. 

So be it? No, I don’t think so. 
Our country has come a long way 

since the depths of the Great Reces-
sion, which was caused by these very 
same trickle-down policies. Tax cuts 
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