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President’s health care law a ‘‘train 
wreck.’’ Its effects are becoming clear 
and undeniable. It is stifling economic 
growth and job creation, premiums are 
skyrocketing, and record numbers of 
employers are delaying hiring or hiring 
part time to avoid the employer man-
date. 

I recently heard from a hardworking 
small business owner, Sue Lee, who 
owns a hardware store in Latta, South 
Carolina. Since the passage of 
ObamaCare, she has seen her insurance 
premium balloon to more than $2,100 
per month, or $26,000 per year, for three 
employees. That’s outrageous. How can 
we expect our small businesses to grow 
and expand when they are forced to 
comply with more and more burden-
some Federal regulation? 

I am so glad we have the Federal 
Government to dictate to we helpless 
citizens which coverages we need. We 
can’t be trusted to make that choice 
ourselves. How can we expect our small 
businesses to hire when they can’t af-
ford to buy maternity coverage on 
every employee, regardless of their 
age, mental health coverage on every 
employee? And substance abuse cov-
erage on every employee is mandated 
by this ill-conceived and poorly drafted 
law. 

The American economy would have 
already recovered if we could get the 
Federal Big Brother out of the way. 
I’m glad we delayed the employer and 
individual mandates, but the only way 
to relieve this law’s enormous drag on 
our economy and get hardworking 
Americans back to work is full repeal. 

f 

SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF SECOND 
MOBILE USER OBJECTIVE SYS-
TEM SATELLITE 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the uni-
form and civilian employees at the 
Navy’s Space and Naval Warfare Sys-
tems Command, or SPAWAR, and their 
successful launch of the second Mobile 
User Objective System satellite MUOS– 
2. 

With the MUOS–2 launch just hours 
ago, our services will have a next-gen-
eration narrowband tactical satellite 
communications system designed to 
significantly improve ground commu-
nications for U.S. forces. This achieve-
ment comes at a time when most DOD 
civilians, including those who worked 
on this project, are being forced to 
take a pay cut because Congress can-
not fix sequestration. 

It would be natural for our Federal 
workers to listen to the debate in 
Washington about the budget and feel 
that their work is not valued. Mr. 
Speaker, I value our Federal workers. 
And MUOS–2 is only the latest example 
of the important role they play even in 
these troubling times. 

EMAIL SPYING BY GOVERNMENT 
AGAINST CITIZENS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a few 
minutes ago, I sent out an email. I 
tweeted about an hour ago and posted 
on Facebook this morning. We have a 
world of instant, unlimited email stor-
age, high-speed broadband, social 
media, and cloud computing. However, 
after 180 days, government agencies 
can snoop through everything I just 
mentioned. How in the cloud is this 
possible? 

Because current law allows spying 
government to seize without warrant 
or probable cause emails over 180 days 
old. Big Government can demand a pri-
vate company turn over a citizen’s in-
formation without their consent, with-
out their knowledge, or telling citizens 
later their emails have even been 
seized. This is a violation of the Fourth 
Amendment. 

That’s why Representative ZOE LOF-
GREN and I have introduced bipartisan 
legislation to protect a citizen’s right 
of privacy against government. Our 
legislation will update the Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act. Govern-
ment can’t seize and snoop through 
your mail. It shouldn’t be able to seize 
and snoop through your emails without 
warrant or probable cause. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

WE HAVE A PRESIDENT, NOT A 
KING 

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I wish 
that our President had the same re-
spect for our Constitution that our 
Founding Fathers had, but he doesn’t. 
He simply doesn’t; for far too many of 
his political decisions are made with 
little regard for the sacred document 
that has guided our Nation for more 
than 200 years. 

Several weeks ago, the President an-
nounced that he is not going to enforce 
certain provisions of ObamaCare. Now, 
whether it is a good policy or bad pol-
icy is not the point. The point is the 
President does not have the authority 
to make such a decision. The President 
is constitutionally bound to enforce 
the laws of the land. 

How would my Democratic friends 
feel if Mitt Romney had been elected 
and in his first day in office he had de-
cided that he was going to pick and 
choose which parts of ObamaCare he 
was going to enforce? Or what if he de-
cided that the capital gains tax was a 
drag on the economy and he was no 
longer going to enforce that law? 

The President’s willingness to pick 
and choose which laws he will enforce 
is dangerous and demeaning to our de-
mocracy. It’s demeaning to the very 

idea of an elected form of government. 
We have a President, not a King. 

I hope the President will remember 
his constitutional oath. 

f 

THE HUMAN TOLL OF PRESIDENT 
OBAMA’S WAR ON LOW-COST 
AMERICAN ENERGY 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, this 
afternoon, I’m heading home, heading 
home to western Pennsylvania. People 
back home are being negatively im-
pacted by President Obama’s war on 
low-cost American energy and all the 
regulations that are emanating from 
the unelected Federal elites here in 
Washington, D.C. We’ve got power 
plants closing back in western Penn-
sylvania, resulting in hundreds of lost 
jobs. We’ve got miners with middle 
class incomes also being laid off. We’ve 
got truckers and shippers jobs also 
being threatened. 

President Obama’s anti-energy agen-
da hurts all of those folks in western 
Pennsylvania and around the Nation. 
These hardworking moms and dads are 
losing their jobs, their livelihoods, and 
their ability to support their families 
and communities. This is the human 
toll of President Obama’s war on low- 
cost American energy. It’s a tragedy, 
and it must end. 

f 

WORLD EVENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, so 
much is happening in the world today, 
so much that is really earthshaking in 
its potential effect. 

In the Middle East, I’ve spoken be-
fore about the potential rise of a new 
Ottoman Empire that, unfortunately, 
our own country, this Obama adminis-
tration, has helped jump-start. 

In Egypt, we supposedly had a friend. 
There were comments to direct atten-
tion to. Back on June 2, the BBC re-
ported an interview in 2009 where dur-
ing the interview the President was 
asked: 

Do you regard President Mubarak as an 
authoritarian ruler? 

President Obama said, in part: 
He has been a stalwart ally in many re-

spects, to the United States. He has sus-
tained peace with Israel, which is a very dif-
ficult thing to do in that region. But he has 
never resorted to, you know, unnecessary 
demagoguing of the issue, and has tried to 
maintain that relationship. So I think he has 
been a force for stability and good in the re-
gion. 

He points out, obviously there have 
been criticisms, but he saw him as a 
force for good in the region. 

That’s rather amazing when you look 
at what happened—we recall it was an 
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Arab Spring, that we’ve later since re-
alized was more of a nightmare winter. 
Certainly, the people of Egypt did not 
see it as a ‘‘spring’’ after President 
Morsi got around 13 million votes from 
the potential, as I understand, 50 mil-
lion or more that could have voted. 
And he took over; and he began cre-
ating problems; and he became dictato-
rial; and he started violating his own 
constitution and taking actions that 
only a monarch or a tyrant should be 
taking. 

But going back to the disposition and 
deposal of Mubarak in Egypt, it creates 
problems for a country when their 
leader on one occasion says, as the 
President did: 

He has been a stalwart ally in many re-
spects, to the United States. He has sus-
tained peace with Israel, which is a very dif-
ficult thing to do in the region. But he has 
never resorted to, you know, unnecessary 
demagoguing of the issue, and has tried to 
maintain the relationship. So I think he has 
been a force for stability and good in the re-
gion. 

What kind of message does it send to 
the world from what has been referred 
to as the remaining superpower in the 
world when its leader says to the 
world, this man has been a force for 
stability and for good, and then, not so 
long later, the same U.S. leader says 
he’s got to go? He’s got to go. He just 
needs to be done. 

Well, if he was a force for stability 
and good, if you were accurate in those 
comments, then one would think to get 
rid of him would bring about insta-
bility and bad—to use the antonyms. 
But push, cajole, make efforts to force 
Mubarak to leave, we did. And as the 
President said, you know, he had been 
an ally. 

b 1215 
That doesn’t look very good when 

other nations start trying to determine 
how should we deal with the United 
States. 

In one of my trips overseas meeting 
with foreign diplomats, I was told that 
diplomats from China regularly stop by 
and ask, Have you learned that you 
cannot trust the United States yet? Be-
cause one of these days you are going 
to figure that out; you can’t trust the 
United States. They’ll say they’re your 
friend one day and then turn around 
and be your enemy soon after. One of 
these days you’re going to figure out 
the United States can’t be trusted, 
they’re not your friend, and we’re 
ready to be your friend whenever that 
happens. Just let us know. We’re al-
ways ready to be your friend. You can 
trust us. 

Well, I’m not so sure about that, but 
I am concerned about the U.S. lack of 
credibility. So Mubarak was ousted and 
the Muslim Brotherhood took over 
Egypt. The people of Egypt, on the 
whole, very good, decent people. The 
moderate Muslims that reside there 
didn’t want Muslim Brotherhood, 
didn’t want tyrants, but enough people 
didn’t come out early on. 

The Muslim Brotherhood had the 
best organization, and anybody with 

any intelligence in the region or any-
body that watched news other than 
CNN could figure that out, that the 
Muslim Brotherhood was going to take 
over, but they were not what the rank- 
and-file people really wanted. That be-
came clear when the rank-and-file peo-
ple saw Morsi, a Muslim Brotherhood 
member who actually technically said 
he was withdrawing since he was leader 
of Egypt. But his comments, so dispar-
aging and slanderous of Israelis and 
Jews, and certainly uncomplimentary 
of Americans, did not make him some-
one that the United States should en-
dorse so wholeheartedly. 

In Libya, though Secretary Gates, 
Secretary of Defense, said we have no 
national interest in Libya at all, we 
had a President that decided unilater-
ally—at least, unilaterally in this 
country. He did have the support of the 
57 States that comprise the organiza-
tion Islamic Council and he had sup-
port of some of the NATO countries 
that got a lot of oil from Libya. He 
went in unilaterally, when it certainly 
did not appear there was any will of a 
majority of Congress to use American 
assets, military assets, to take out Qa-
dhafi. 

Make no mistake about it, Qadhafi 
was a man who had blood on his hands, 
there’s no question. Qadhafi was a man 
who had been engaged and supported 
terrorism. But interestingly, after 2003, 
when the United States, under Presi-
dent Bush, went into Iraq because both 
Democrats and Republicans, most of 
them, believed he was a threat, and ac-
cording to the CIA notes, some guy 
named Joseph Wilson also believed 
that they were trying to get uranium, 
and even though there had been reports 
of yellowcake uranium having been 
taken out of Iraq, President Bush went 
into Iraq and in record time Saddam 
Hussein, his defense became the moth-
er of all weak defenses and he was 
ousted. 

All of a sudden Qadhafi, in Libya, 
went from a man who had been sup-
porting terrorism to a man who was 
afraid of the United States and all of a 
sudden wanted to be our dear friend. 
There was a document that was made 
public that says the United States re-
scinded Libya’s designation as a state 
sponsor of terrorism in June of 2006. 
Libya renounced terrorism and weap-
ons of mass destruction in 2003 and has 
continued to cooperate with the United 
States and the international commu-
nity to combat terrorism and terrorist 
financing. 

On July 20, Malian President Amadou 
Toumani Toure confirmed to the Ma-
lian press that Libya, Algeria, and Mali 
planned to coordinate military and in-
telligence efforts to fight security 
threats linked to al Qaeda in the lands 
of the Islamic Maghreb in the Sahel- 
Saharan region. 

Interestingly, Qadhafi had a true 
conversion experience when he became 
afraid that the United States might in-
vade him next because of his support 
for terrorism, and he actually and le-

gitimately did became an ally in the 
war against terror. In fact, when we 
look at things that the U.S. did—this is 
from The Washington Post, certainly 
not one of my biggest fans. But July 9, 
2009, they reported that: 

Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, who 
former President Ronald Reagan once de-
nounced as a ‘‘mad dog,’’ supped on pasta 
just two seats away from President Obama 
at the Group of Eight summit today and 
even secured a handshake with the U.S. 
President. 

It talked about Qadhafi attending the 
summit, and it said, as Obama was 
shaking hands with Qadhafi, there were 
families of Pan Am 103 victims gath-
ered at the British Embassy in Wash-
ington, it goes on, because they still 
were concerned about the blood he had 
on his hands. 

So that was rather interesting that 
all of a sudden this was a man we could 
shake hands with, be friends with, and 
work deals with. Of course, Senator 
MCCAIN was one of those who had gone 
over and felt like there was an oppor-
tunity to be friends. In fact, with re-
gard to Mubarak, Senator MCCAIN, sup-
portive of the Obama administration 
and Secretary Clinton, had said this: 
the case of Mubarak is a great example 
that Mubarak was a great friend of the 
United States. Mubarak’s predecessor 
concluded Camp David agreements and 
he stuck to it. Basically, there was a 
stable relationship between Egypt and 
Israel. 

With regard to Qadhafi, this article 
from Reuters from August 14, 2009: 

Senator McCain and the delegation with 
him expressed their deep happiness to meet 
the leader— 

Talking about Qadhafi. 
and praised him for his wisdom and strategic 
vision to tackle issues of concern to the 
world in his efforts to sustain peace and sta-
bility in Africa. 

So there were bipartisan feelings 
when the Obama administration start-
ed that, gee, Mubarak was an ally, Qa-
dhafi had become an ally as somebody 
who could be trusted, and all these 
things. They’re easy to find on the 
Internet, just a Bing search away from 
finding these things. 

So the world watches this and they 
look for consistency. Because one of 
the things, for those who are fans of 
baseball, some umpires call balls and 
strikes with a different strike zone. 
But having been an umpire and having 
played baseball, you can live with 
somebody that calls a ball just off the 
outside corner as a strike as long as 
he’s always consistent. So, you know, 
you can trust this umpire. He skewed a 
little bit, but he’s consistent, so you 
can always trust him. 

Consistency is critically important 
in the area of foreign affairs, yet we 
don’t seem to have been very con-
sistent when we used our military re-
sources to help oust Muammar Qadhafi 
after he had a conversion experience 
and was doing what he could to help us 
fight terrorism outside of Israel. Some 
referred to him as the best friend we 
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had in getting inside information on 
terrorism to help us combat it. 

There was the sense here in Congress 
we had no business getting involved in 
Libya, especially as the reports 
emerged that al Qaeda was backing 
rebels and we didn’t know how exten-
sive that al Qaeda involvement was. 
But we knew it was there. We knew 
there were radical Islamists that were 
trying to drive Qadhafi out, and this 
administration did not pause long 
enough to get an answer to the ques-
tion: If we drive Qadhafi out, will we be 
more safe in America or less safe? 

Because, despite this desire to please 
the organization of Islamist Council 
and others in NATO, the number one 
obligation of this Congress and this 
President is to provide for the common 
defense of the people in this country. 
We took an oath to support this coun-
try under this Constitution against all 
enemies foreign and domestic. 

The reasoned analysis of Libya dur-
ing this so-called Arab Spring that was 
really a freezing winter was that we 
are going to be in more trouble if Qa-
dhafi is thrown out than if he is kept 
there—at least, those of us who looked 
at it besides the OIC and some that 
were getting oil from Libya who felt 
otherwise. But most people could see 
you’re helping create instability into 
the region. If you look at the map of 
the former Ottoman Empire, you can 
see it around north Africa coming 
around up through the Middle East and 
Turkey, and you can see this starting 
to take shape. 

We helped get rid of Mubarak and all 
of a sudden we get a radical Islamist in 
charge of Egypt. We helped not just 
merely with words and coercion but 
with bombs to get rid of Qadhafi. Many 
believe it is doubtful Qadhafi would 
have fallen, and certainly wouldn’t 
have fallen when he did, if it weren’t 
for all our bombing and air support to 
help the al Qaeda-backed rebels to 
throw him out and ultimately have 
him tortured and killed. 

So where was the reasoning about 
how much this would help America, to 
allow radical Islamists to take Egypt 
and Libya? And then coming on 
around, as things fomented in Syria, it 
looked like initially these were not al 
Qaeda-backed rebels in Syria, and per-
haps, as some believe, if we had acted 
quickly enough, if we had someone 
that wouldn’t vote ‘‘present,’’ if we had 
acted quickly enough, maybe we could 
have supported rebels who were not al 
Qaeda rebels, not radical Islamist 
rebels. But as it has degenerated in 
Syria now, and even as recent as this 
week, people are admitting that it 
looks like Assad really is more in con-
trol now. 

It is degenerated to the point where 
our national security interest is not to 
get into the middle of that fight. You 
have a tyrant of a leader on one hand, 
and you have radical Islamists, most of 
whom would like to destroy the United 
States as well, who are challenging 
him. Where in the world is the interest 

in spilling American blood or treasure 
in getting into Syria? 

With regard to Syria, we can look at 
comments that this administration had 
about Assad. CNSNews.com reported, 
March 28, 2011: 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, on Sun-
day, drew a contrast between Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad and his late father and 
predecessor, and said U.S. lawmakers who re-
cently have visited Damascus regarded him 
as a ‘‘reformer.’’ 

She made the startling comment while ex-
plaining why the United States will not in-
tervene on behalf of Syrian civilians revolt-
ing against the regime as it has done in the 
case of Libya. 

President Assad has been very generous 
with me in terms of the discussions we have 
had. 

This is Secretary of State Kerry, con-
tinued. 

b 1230 

‘‘And when I last went to—the last several 
trips to Syria—I asked President Assad to do 
certain things to build a relationship with 
the United States and sort of show the good 
faith that would help us to move the process 
forward.’’ 

He mentioned some of the requests, includ-
ing the purchase of land for the U.S. Em-
bassy in Damascus, the opening of an Amer-
ican cultural center, noninterference in Leb-
anon’s election, and the improvement of ties 
with Iraq and Bahrain, and said Assad had 
met each one. 

‘‘So my judgment is that Syria will move; 
Syria will change as it embraces a legiti-
mate relationship with the United States 
and the West and economic opportunity that 
comes with it and the participation that 
comes with it.’’ 

Also in March of 2009 from the Jeru-
salem Center for Public Affairs, it says: 

In early February, in a reversal of a long-
standing U.S. policy, the U.S. Department of 
Commerce approved a license to sell Boeing 
747 parts to Syria . . . A few weeks later, the 
U.S. Treasury Department authorized the 
transfer of $500,000 to the Children with Can-
cer Support Association, a Syrian charity as-
sociated with President Bashar Assad’s wife, 
Asma. Both decisions were seen as a soft-
ening of U.S. sanctions and an important 
U.S. diplomatic overture. 

So it goes on, our cozying up with 
Assad. Perhaps that’s why, when others 
around the world were saying that you 
have some moderates who were rebel-
ling against Assad and that perhaps we 
can help them, this administration had 
already started having good feelings 
with the Assad administration, and 
perhaps that contributed to the slow-
ness to want to move and act. 

One thing is very clear at this 
point—it should be to anybody who 
looks objectively—Syria is not a place 
the United States should be involved in 
right now because, when the winner be-
tween two forces fighting is not going 
to be helpful—no matter who it is—to 
our country and when our oath and ob-
ligation is to this country, we should 
not get involved in that. 

There are stories about gunrunning, 
running guns from Libya to Syria. 
Hopefully, at some point, we’ll know 
exactly what the story was on that and 
is on that. Was it ongoing? Was it 
going on when Chris Stevens was in-

volved? Hopefully, our leadership will 
allow us to pursue that properly and 
get the information so that we know 
exactly what happened, because we 
still have not gotten to the bottom of 
what happened in Benghazi, and there 
are families of dead patriots who died 
in Benghazi who deserve to know the 
answers. 

So we supported and were thrilled—I 
say ‘‘we,’’ meaning this administra-
tion, not the Congress, necessarily— 
and seemed to be pretty impressed with 
Morsi’s taking over. Though reports 
came out of the slanderous things he 
said about Jews and Israelis and Amer-
icans, this administration seemed to be 
thrilled with his taking the position 
that he did, and seemed to be com-
forted by his saying—this is a Texas 
paraphrase—You know, I may have 
been part of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
but I’ll kind of back off of that for a 
while. 

If you look at what he did, here are 
developments as reported by FOX News 
in Cairo in 2012: 

In June: Morsi was elected President with 
51.7 percent of the vote. He was sworn in. He 
became Egypt’s first civilian Islamist ruler; 

In August: A gunman kills 16 guards near 
the border with Israel; Morsi scraps a con-
stitutional document which handed sweeping 
powers to the military, and he ousted Field 
Marshal Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, who was 
Head of State after Hosni Mubarak’s fall in 
February of 2011; 

In November: Morsi decreed that he would 
have sweeping new powers for himself. Later 
that month, the Islamic-dominated con-
stituent assembly adopted a draft constitu-
tion after a process boycotted by liberals and 
Christians; 

In December: Morsi annulled the decree of 
giving himself increased powers after all of 
the rancor and the people began to rise up in 
Egypt. Later in the month of December, 64 
percent of the voters in a two-round ref-
erendum backed the new constitution in a 
vote that was marred by low turnout. The 
people of Egypt could see what was going on. 
Egypt plunged into political crisis with dem-
onstrations by Morsi supporters and oppo-
nents, and they sometimes turned deadly; 

Coming through April 2013: Sectarian vio-
lence north of Cairo kills four Christians and 
a Muslim; 

In May: Morsi carried out a cabinet re-
shuffle, which fell short of opposition de-
mands. Later in May, gunmen kidnapped 
three policemen and four soldiers in the 
Sinai peninsula. They were freed on May 22; 

In June: Egypt’s highest court invalidated 
the Islamist-dominated Senate, which as-
sumed a legislative role when Parliament 
was dissolved and a panel that drafted the 
constitution. The Presidency says the Sen-
ate will maintain its powers until a new 
lower house is elected; 

Later in June: Egyptian and foreign non-
government official employees were given 
jail sentences, ranging from 1 to 5 years, 
from working illegally, causing inter-
national outrage. We know there were some 
good people who were jailed for nothing ex-
cept trying to help people; 

On June 15: Morsi announced the ‘‘defini-
tive’’ severing of relations with war-torn 
Syria; 

On June 21: Tens of thousands of Islamists 
gather ahead of a planned opposition protest; 

On June 23: Defense Minister Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi warns the army will intervene if vio-
lence erupts; 
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On June 28: The U.S. says nonessential Em-

bassy staff can leave after an American is 
killed during protests; 

On June 29: U.S. President Barack Obama 
urges Morsi to be more ‘‘constructive’’ as the 
death toll rises. The Tamarod ‘‘rebellion’’ 
campaign, which called rallies for June 30, 
says more than 22 million have signed a peti-
tion demanding Morsi’s resignation and a 
snap election. The reports are that the larg-
est demonstration may reach 33 million. 

There had never been a demonstra-
tion in the entire world of as many as 
20 million people, but the people of 
Egypt rose up. They recognized that 
radical Islamists in charge of their 
country were not a good thing even 
though the leaders of our country and 
the executive branch could not see the 
obvious. 

In having talked to Egyptians who 
were furious with CNN—because most 
of them don’t get FOX News, and so 
they’re relegated to CNN. They were 
furious at how CNN seemed to take the 
side of the Muslim Brotherhood over 
and over, and they related that CNN 
was basically a part of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, at least as conveyed to 
me. There were people very upset. 

Why are they not more objective? 
And I tried to explain to them, Look, 

you have to understand that CNN has 
gotten such low ratings at times in the 
last couple of years that sometimes 
we’ve got more people watching C– 
SPAN—they’re that bored—than 
watching CNN. Even though we’re not 
part of the Nielsen ratings with the 
coverage here in the House, there are 
estimates. How sad is that for the once 
great Cable News Network? 

What’s even sadder is that this ad-
ministration, with all of its assets and 
intelligence ability at its fingertips 
and disposal and with supposedly all of 
the people it could ever want—the peo-
ple they thought were the best in the 
world at analyzing foreign situations— 
they thought Morsi was a good thing. 
Then, as you look at the map and as 
you see this jump-start of an Ottoman 
Empire having developed, wow, a prob-
lem occurred. 

As I’ve said on this floor, Egyptians 
have caught me and have said, Hey, 
you’re in Congress. Quit helping the 
Muslim Brotherhood. They’re not good 
for Egypt. We don’t like their tyran-
nical nature. We want to have a gov-
ernment where we have some say. We 
don’t want tyrannical people who are 
Muslim. We don’t want that. 

Just as in Afghanistan, moderate 
Muslims say, We don’t want radical 
Islamists, like the Taliban, controlling 
our country. 

I can’t blame the administration for 
the constitution that was forced on Af-
ghanistan—that forced shari’a law, 
that forced a centralized nation. Many 
of them I’ve met with over in Afghani-
stan. Together with the Northern Alli-
ance leaders we’ve met with, they’ve 
said, Look, if you could just give us a 
more federalist government like you’re 
supposed to have in America where 
States have more power; if you could 
let our regions elect our governors in-

stead of the President appointing them 
and elect our mayors instead of the 
President appointing them; if you 
could let us have more control, we can 
keep the Taliban from taking over. 
We’re Muslim, but we don’t want the 
radical Islamists. Don’t leave us in a 
situation where that’s what we have. 

That’s what we left them with and 
appeared to encourage in Egypt. It’s 
certainly what we left Libya with, and 
four Americans were dead in Benghazi 
as a result. Bad decisions, unfortu-
nately, at the level of the highest posi-
tions in the United States of America 
have terrible consequences all around 
the world. 

As I’ve mentioned, an elderly African 
from west Africa told me before I left a 
couple of years ago, We were so excited 
when you elected a Black President in 
America, but we’ve seen America. It 
appears to be growing weaker and 
weaker, and you’re not taking the 
strong stance you used to. We’re con-
cerned because, if America does not 
stay strong, we will suffer around the 
world, those of us who count on you to 
stand for freedom and what’s right. 
Please don’t get any weaker. 

There are people around the world 
pleading that, and they don’t even ask 
us to be the world’s policeman. They 
just ask us to stand strong so that, if 
we were needed to stop an outright in-
justice that could threaten the world, 
including us, we could step in. But un-
fortunately, in the Middle East, nobody 
fears the United States and nobody is 
threatened by the United States. They 
see us as a paper tiger. 

It has been amazing, though. If you 
just watch certain cable news net-
works—and even FOX I don’t think has 
done quite an adequate job of really 
capturing what has been going on in 
Egypt. This is for the whole history of 
mankind. We are talking about a 
major, incredible, earthshaking revolu-
tion that has gone on in Egypt. These 
are people—moderate Muslims, com-
bined with Coptic Christians, coupling 
themselves with liberal secularists— 
who don’t want radical Islam running 
Egypt. So this grand scheme of build-
ing a great caliphate, a new Ottoman 
Empire—whatever you want to call it— 
ran into a huge problem when these in-
credible, freedom desiring Egyptians 
rose up in greater numbers than has 
ever arisen anywhere in the world in 
the whole history of mankind. 

This is incredible—incredible—and 
people need to recognize and need to be 
encouraged, not by the Arab winter 
that was originally called an Arab 
Spring, but by the true spring that is 
now happening in Egypt as moderate 
Muslims and Coptic Christians and car-
ing secularists have arisen together 
and said ‘‘no’’ to radical Islam. We 
want freedom. We want a say in our 
government. 

In having visited with a friend who 
has been over there and has taken pic-
tures and talked to people, she said it 
was amazing to see the Egyptian pope 
have people—Muslims—come up and 

say, We are so sorry for the way Chris-
tians are being treated in Egypt by the 
Morsi administration. We are so sorry. 
We hope we can change this to where 
we can live together in peace. 

That’s what they want. Twenty, thir-
ty million people coming out in pro-
test? That would scare the little, puny 
Occupy Wall Street people to death. 
It’s incredible. 

b 1245 

The people of the United States, Mr. 
Speaker, need to understand we are liv-
ing in a time that we are witnessing 
extraordinary international events, 
even when people at the highest levels 
of this country do not recognize how 
extraordinary it is. Perhaps they do, 
but perhaps they’re embarrassed be-
cause radical Islam, through the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, is now taking over 
Egypt and Libya and trying to take 
over Syria and putting our allied King 
Abdullah in Jordan in the hot seat, try-
ing to force agreements out of him over 
the threat of deposing him. 

People over in the Middle East get it. 
The people in Russia and China, leaders 
there, they get it. This is a big deal. 
But perhaps our administration has 
been embarrassed by not recognizing 
the real truth of what was going on. 

I thought it would be helpful to just 
look at some of the photographs just 
recently taken during these dem-
onstrations to get more of a feeling of 
where the Egyptian people are as this 
most extraordinary of revolutions is 
taking place. And it’s important to 
note that you can talk to people in 
Egypt that say, Look, we want to be 
friends with the United States. We like 
the United States, but we cannot stand 
the fact that your government, we be-
lieve, really helped force us into having 
a Muslim Brotherhood, a radical 
Islamist in charge of our country. We 
didn’t want it. You forced the elections 
on us before we were ready. Some 
would say, Well, they chose their own 
elections. We were helping. We could’ve 
delayed them until more people had 
time to participate. But all the infor-
mation that I was hearing here on the 
Hill, that was nonclassified, indicated 
that if elections occurred when they 
did, the Muslim Brotherhood would 
win. They were the most organized. 
And if they could be delayed to a time 
where the people themselves had a 
chance to organize and be heard, that 
there really would be a good turn in 
Egypt. 

But this administration did not help, 
did not delay the elections long enough 
to allow the true Egyptian people to be 
heard, and as a result, no matter how 
unfair it may be or how fair it may be, 
the Egyptian people, millions and mil-
lions of them, have a terrible percep-
tion of the leadership of the United 
States. They make clear they like 
America, they like the United States, 
but the leadership currently did them 
great harm. 

We know that when the President 
was elected, as he went around and 
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spoke in the Middle East, some said 
that this was going to really increase 
the love and affection between the 
United States and majority-Muslim 
countries. The polling data seems to 
say just the opposite: that our country, 
because of the leadership of this ad-
ministration, is respected and admired 
far less than it ever was even under the 
Bush administration, because at least 
under the Bush administration they 
knew that Bush would be consistent, 
whether they liked him or not. 

So I think it would be helpful to look 
at some of these pictures, one of the 
big posters that was being used during 
the revolution. Make no mistake. When 
the Egyptians put messages in their 
big banners and signs in English, they 
want the message coming to America. 
The message these Egyptians had: 

Egyptians spoke. Al-Sisi listened. We the 
people have spoken. 

So they’re appreciating the military 
leader that—after 20 million, 30-plus 
million Egyptians arose that dwarfed 
the small number of votes that Morsi 
got in the early election, the people of 
Egypt spoke. This was a revolution, an 
uprising by the people. And the mili-
tary heard and witnessed the people 
rising up, and it answered and said, 
Okay, Morsi goes, because they recog-
nized, as did the vast people across 
Egypt, that he had violated the Con-
stitution. He had become a tyrant. He 
had become a dictator, and he had to 
go. Our administration here was slow 
to recognize. It’s very sad because we 
do have a very intelligent President in 
the United States. Yet, the image they 
have in Egypt is that he sided with the 
wrong people, that the masses in Egypt 
did not want. 

So on this same poster where they’re 
praising the leader of the military in 
Egypt for listening to the majority of 
adults in Egypt and doing the right 
thing for democracy, they have a red 
‘‘X’’ through our great President’s 
face. It’s terribly unfortunate. It does 
not actually do what this President 
and most of us in this country hoped— 
well, at least majority-Muslim nations 
will look on us more favorably, and 
this is what we’re seeing. 

I have another poster here during the 
massive protests. From what I was told 
by people that were there, they got 
really upset as CNN kept saying this is 
a coup, this is a coup, trying to dimin-
ish the importance of what was hap-
pening with 20 million, 30 million 
Egyptians rising up. So obviously they 
mean this for United States consump-
tion. But these are things that massive 
numbers of people in Egypt were sup-
portive of. It’s a revolution, not a mili-
tary coup, 33 million Egyptians pro-
testing peacefully against Morsi, the 
tyrant and terrorist, who was sup-
ported by the USA. They want to make 
sure that we understand this is the real 
people of Egypt rising up. We need to 
be supportive of that. 

Another sign: 
New supreme guide of the Muslim Brother-

hood. Anne Patterson, hands off Egypt. 

There were multiple of those signs 
around as people were gathering. 

They’ve seen what this administra-
tion did, and they didn’t like it. These 
were the masses. The symbol of the 
Muslim Brotherhood was in the same 
circle with CNN because they began to 
feel in Egypt that CNN was not report-
ing accurately, that the people did 
want to live in peace with Christians 
and did want to live in peace with 
secularists, and not at the hands of a 
Muslim Brotherhood tyrant. 

This sign, in both English and their 
language, says, ‘‘Obama supports ter-
rorism.’’ Well, of course President 
Obama doesn’t support terrorism. Of 
course he does not. But the way it 
looked to Egyptians when we were sup-
porting a terrorist, they presume we 
must and our President must support 
terrorism. We know he doesn’t, but 
they don’t know that because this Na-
tion, this administration has supported 
terrorists in Libya and Egypt, and is 
now trying to get support for terrorists 
in Syria. 

Another sign during the demonstra-
tions obviously for U.S. consumption: 

My dear American friend, when you get 
killed by terrorists, do not blame anyone but 
your President Obama and his administra-
tion. 

Well, that’s ridiculous. When we’re 
killed by terrorists in America, we 
should not blame the President. There 
may be negligence in America by many 
people when it occurs, as I believe hap-
pened with the Boston bombing. We 
were given information that was not 
properly utilized because of the 
handcuffing that has gone on within 
our FBI, within our intelligence com-
munity, within our State Department, 
and the purging of training material to 
keep us, as one intelligence officer 
said, from being able to see who our 
enemy is. We have hurt ourselves in a 
terrible fashion in our ability to under-
stand who wants to kill us. 

I don’t support any of these signs. I 
don’t think they’re proper. But I think 
it’s important to understand what the 
people in Egypt are seeing and think-
ing so that we can give them the prop-
er perspective on American people. 

You can’t really read the whole thing 
on this one, but it is basically making 
it clear this is not a coup, it’s the peo-
ple: 

Thanks to our great Army that supports 
our great revolution. 

In the October Revolution in the So-
viet Union, Lenin appeared there in St. 
Petersburg and persuaded some people 
to support his revolution, but that rev-
olution, that little gathering would not 
have done any good, as historians 
know. It was not until Trotsky went 
across to the military, across the 
river—I’ve been there—and he got up 
on something and he starts speaking 
eloquently to the military. Once he 
convinced the military to side with 
Lenin, then there was a true revolution 
that occurred. Nobody called that a 
coup. It was a small handful of people 
around Lenin rising up, but they con-

vinced the military to support the Oc-
tober Revolution. As a result, there 
was a revolution and not just a tiny 
little uprising, which it would have 
otherwise been without Trotsky’s elo-
quence. 

That’s why it’s important to under-
stand that when 33 million in Egypt 
rise up, this is not an in-house coup. 
This is the masses of a great country 
rising up to say, We yearn to be free, 
and we don’t want a radical Islamist 
controlling our country. And it’s im-
portant for people of the United States 
to understand this is where we are. And 
33 million people, the vast majority of 
the adult voters in that country, want 
to make clear they want to live in 
peace with Christians, secularists. 
Those are the people we can hold ac-
countable and trust more that they 
will do the right thing because the sup-
port for the persecution of Christians 
around the world, the persecution and 
the killing of Christians, the torturing 
of Christians around the world, is 
growing like never before, and this 
great nation that arose based on 
Judeo-Christian ethics stands idly by 
as the last public Christian church in 
Afghanistan closed, as the last Jew, 
publicly admitting Jew, leaves. 

That’s when Afghanistan still had 
vast American presence. Even today, 
we could still turn the tide if we choose 
to, but we are not. And there may be 
an accountability issue some day with 
the judge of all judges. Because as John 
Quincy Adams argued, right down here 
below us in the old Supreme Court 
chamber downstairs, in the Amistad 
case, as he stood there representing Af-
ricans who were free Africans, but then 
they were wearing chains, and they 
were said to be slaves because they had 
been captured by other Africans and 
sold and brought to the Caribbean and 
then put on the Spanish ship the 
Amistad, and then they landed in 
America by mistake, and the Africans 
wanted to be free and the Spanish said, 
No, they’re our property. Ultimately, 
the Supreme Court downstairs—you 
can find online, Mr. Speaker, the last 
part of John Quincy Adam’s oral argu-
ment as he was literally frightened be-
cause he knew if he had not done an 
adequate job to argue his case, that 
those Africans would wear chains for 
the rest of their lives, and their chil-
dren would and possibly their children, 
if he did not do an adequate job in rep-
resenting them. 

He didn’t feel good about the first 2 
days of his argument. So he finishes by 
asking, Where is Chief Justice Mar-
shall? And he ran through the names of 
every justice that had been on the 
court and was dead. 

b 1300 

One of the Justices of that nine-Jus-
tice Court had died during oral argu-
ments one night. It was not during the 
arguments themselves, but during the 
course of the arguments. So they were 
down. He asked where he was. He asked 
where the solicitor general was that 
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had last argued a case against him in 
the early 1820s. And he ends up point-
ing out, in essence, they’ve all gone to 
meet their Judge, and the biggest ques-
tion about their lives is did they hear, 
Well done, good and faithful servant? 

John Quincy Adams won the case, 
and those Africans left as free as they 
should have been. 

But some of us have a fear that if we 
do not do more to support truth and 
justice and the American ideals that 
this country was founded on, there will 
come a day of judgment; and but for 
grace, it would be a horrible thing. But 
we still have an obligation to do the 
best we can, to meet our sworn obliga-
tions, and to let people like this in 
Egypt know that we want to stand 
with free nations and be friends of free 
nations. 

Here’s another big banner that was 
there during the Egyptian protest: 

Egypt will remain a civil state. Live, free-
dom, social justice. 

And then with an American in the 
picture, the caption says: 

We know what you did last summer. 

They’ve gotten the wrong impression 
of the people of America, and it’s up to 
the Americans to demand our leader-
ship give the people of Egypt the prop-
er impression that we do care about 
freedom-loving people. 

Here’s another one. It’s hard to read, 
but: 

Obama and Patterson support terrorism in 
Egypt. 

Well, we know that’s not true, but 
there are masses over there that be-
lieve that. We’ve got to correct that, 
and the way you do that is by sup-
porting people who really do want to be 
free. 

And another picture that just came 
from Egypt, I was told the Egyptians 
love America, but they don’t trust our 
leadership. 

We have an obligation. Our obliga-
tion is to the United States of Amer-
ica. And in this Congress, our obliga-
tion is to our oath, to fulfill our oath. 
And those of us who are Christians, to 
whom oaths mean so much more, we 
owe everything we have, owe every-
thing we can do to support our Con-
stitution and to protect people in this 
country from all enemies, foreign and 
domestic, and to protect our Constitu-
tion from all enemies, foreign and do-
mestic. 

And there are some who would say, 
you know, the Muslim Brotherhood, 
they got pretty violent over to Egypt 
and Libya and other places, and there 
are Muslim Brotherhood members in 
the United States. As one Egyptian ar-
ticle pointed out with pride, gee, they 
can be proud, they have six Muslim 
Brotherhood members who are high 
level confidants in this administration, 
in important positions of really advice 
in this administration. 

The Muslim Brotherhood members 
here in America, as I understand it, did 
not support the Boston bombing be-
cause their position is we are doing 

such a great job of infiltrating and get-
ting key positions of advice where we 
can monitor and watch and talk people 
into doing what we believe should be 
done, we don’t want to stir up violence 
in the United States now; but maybe at 
some point it’ll be necessary, but right 
now we’re doing so well helping infil-
trate the government and take over 
that we don’t want violence right now. 
It may wake up the American people. 

But the truth is anyone in this coun-
try or around the world that wants to 
subvert our Constitution to sharia law 
is an enemy of the United States. 
Whether they live here domestically or 
they live abroad, if their allegiance is 
to subvert the U.S. Constitution to 
sharia law, they are our enemy. And 
they are people from whom we took an 
oath to protect our Constitution and 
this country. The people of Egypt, God 
bless them, they have arisen and made 
clear, we don’t want radical Islamists 
running our country. We don’t want to 
see Christians persecuted and killed 
and tortured, as has been going on. 
Those are the kind of people this Na-
tion should befriend and not try to 
rush in and shore up those who would 
persecute, torture, and kill Christians 
and Jews and secularists that just want 
to be free. 

Mr. Speaker, we have an awesome ob-
ligation. We have an obligation to the 
people of the United States of America 
to get things right around the world so 
we do not put Americans at risk. And 
for those who would try to put a racial 
label on anything, there’s nothing ra-
cial about wanting right and truth and 
justice. And I wonder where they were 
when I was supporting Alan Keyes. It’s 
not about race; it’s about truth, jus-
tice. It’s about the life, liberty, and 
pursuit of happiness with which we 
were endowed by our Creator. But just 
like any inheritance, any endowment, 
if we’re not willing to protect it, if 
we’re not willing to fight for it, we will 
lose it. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, PRESIDENT 
NELSON MANDELA 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 
me thank the gentleman from Virginia 
for his courtesy, and I thank the 
Speaker. 

Yesterday was the 95th birthday of 
former President Nelson Mandela. 
What a joy to be able to hear that dur-
ing the time of celebration that we had 
here in the United States Congress, 
President Mandela, who had been ill for 
a period of time, had earphones on and 
was looking at television. The words 
that came from the minority and ma-
jority leader, Republicans and Demo-
crats, the Speaker and leader, Repub-
licans and Democrats and various lead-
ers of the House, commended and rec-
ognized that a man who had come from 

the tyranny of separation and apart-
heid, who had to be against his govern-
ment in order to free his people, could 
be recognized and applauded, because 
when he walked out of Robben Island, 
he walked without bitterness. 

And one of the greatest opportunities 
that he gave to the world was the idea 
that there could be a democratic elec-
tion in South Africa. And from that 
time, he has been a man who promoted 
peace and promoted love and led his 
nation out of the devastation of separa-
tion and bitterness with kindness and 
love. 

I’m delighted to stand on the floor 
today and say: happy birthday, Madiba; 
happy birthday, President Nelson 
Mandela. And if it’s God’s will, may 
you live forever onward in better 
health. 

f 

UNANSWERED BENGHAZI 
QUESTION NO. 4 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today I ask 
my fourth question in a series of unre-
solved issues surrounding the Benghazi 
terrorist attacks. With only eight more 
legislative days before the Congress de-
parts for August recess, I’m increas-
ingly concerned that these questions 
will remain unanswered by the time we 
mark the 1-year anniversary of the 
Benghazi attacks the week we return 
from recess in September. 

That is why I continue to raise these 
questions to provide the American peo-
ple with a better understanding of how 
little we really know about this inci-
dent, despite nearly a year of inves-
tigations in multiple committees. Un-
less these questions are answered by 
the committees, or rather by a select 
committee focused on Benghazi as I 
have advocated for more than 8 
months, the American people will 
never learn the complete truth. 

Today I am pleased to share one 
piece of good news before I raise the 
fourth critical unanswered question. At 
my request today, the House State and 
Foreign Operations Appropriations 
Subcommittee reported out a bill that 
prohibits funding from the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation (MCC) from 
going to the country of Tunisia. 

Last year, Tunisia detained the first 
suspect in the Benghazi terror attacks, 
Ali Harzi, after he was deported from 
Turkey in the weeks following the at-
tack. 

Tunisia, despite being a beneficiary 
of more than $300 million in U.S. for-
eign aid by the American people, re-
fused to allow the FBI access to this 
suspect for nearly 5 weeks. It was only 
after congressional threats to cut off 
the aid that the Government of Tunisia 
reconsidered its position. 

Ultimately, the FBI interrogation 
team returned to Tunisia and was al-
lowed just 3 hours to interview Harzi, 
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