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of America not capable of finding these 
people throughout the world? 

Maybe the intelligence service ought 
to spend a little less time snooping 
around in the private lives of Ameri-
cans and go after terrorists overseas, 
but that’s a different issue. 

The Loveladys deserve justice. They 
lost a father, a brother, and a husband. 

These attacks in North Africa prove 
that Osama bin Laden may be dead but 
that terrorism is still alive and well. If 
terrorists do not know the con-
sequences of their actions, they will 
not fear any consequences. That is the 
world in which we live. 

It’s time, maybe, that we articulate a 
policy and mean it. If you attack 
Americans, America will come after 
you. Come hell or high water, we’re 
going to track you down somewhere in 
the world. The Libyan and Algerian 
killers must meet the same fate as the 
members of the Black September 
group. 

So, Mr. Speaker, when you talk to 
the President, tell the President to 
track these people down. Let them 
know they cannot run, they cannot 
hide, they cannot disappear into the 
darkness of their evil ways—because 
justice is what we must have. Justice 
is what we do in this country. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

WATER FOR THE WORLD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it 
looks like we dodged a bullet with the 
Prince George’s water emergency, but 
wasn’t it fascinating to watch all of 
the frantic activity that was necessary 
to deal with a planned 4- or 5-day pe-
riod where people would be denied 
something that virtually all of us take 
for granted? Safe drinking water when 
they needed it, as much as they need to 
drink, to bathe, to flush the toilet, to 
clean their dishes, to wash their 
clothes. The prospect of almost a week 
without water service really turned 
people’s lives upside down. 

I’m glad that there is a temporary fix 
that may have solved the problem at 
least for the foreseeable future, but I 
hope that it will serve as a wake-up 
call because, in the United States, 
frankly, we are spoiled. We take for 
granted something that 21⁄2 billion peo-
ple around the world cannot: having 
adequate sanitation and safe drinking 
water. 

That’s why I’m introducing legisla-
tion, Water for the World, with my col-
league Congressman POE from Texas, 
to enhance the efforts of the United 
States to be a partner to help poor peo-
ple around the globe have access to 
what is a global problem, but we also 
need to do more at home. The chal-
lenges of climate change, combined 
with aging, inadequate water and sewer 
systems in the United States, place us 
at risk. We have 80 percent of our popu-

lation served by over 50,000 community 
water systems that have facilities with 
a life span of 15 to, maybe, 95 years. 

It was a wake-up call here in Wash-
ington, D.C., where the average water 
pipe is more than 77 years old. I re-
member a trip to Cincinnati—the scene 
of the first municipal water agency in 
the United States. They have some-
thing that is not unusual. Cities still 
have some pipes that are brick and 
wood, dating back to the 1800s. You can 
find this around the country. That’s 
why it has been estimated that 1.7 tril-
lion gallons of water—1 out of every 4 
gallons—leaks before it reaches the 
faucet. That’s 7 billion gallons a day. 
Think of 11,000 Olympic-sized swim-
ming pools. If you were to place them 
end to end, they’d go basically from 
Washington, D.C., to Pittsburgh. 

We need to have a national effort to 
provide the almost $10 billion that the 
engineering community estimates will 
be necessary by 2020 to avoid regular 
service disruptions like was threatened 
in Prince George’s County. We need to 
move forward with bipartisan legisla-
tion—with the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act, the WRDA bill—that, if 
you’ll pardon the phrase, has been bot-
tled up. I hope House Majority Leader 
CANTOR allows that to come to the 
floor. It has bipartisan support. It au-
thorizes investments that would help 
deal with water resources for the coun-
try now, would prevent emergencies in 
the future and, by the way, would put 
tens of thousands of Americans to 
work all across the country. 

With aging systems, water stress, 
drought, flood, we are just going to see 
more of the same going forward only 
on a scale of challenge that, until re-
cently, was unimaginable. Let’s use 
this as a wake-up call for Congress to 
step up and do its job not only with 
water and sanitation abroad but with 
water and sanitation at home, flood 
control, navigation—the energy chal-
lenges that are profound because of dis-
ruption to water. Let’s start by an un-
dertaking now on the scale that we 
know we can do and that is so impor-
tant for our future. If we do, we won’t 
just prevent problems like Prince 
George’s was facing, but all of our com-
munities will be more livable, our fam-
ilies safer, healthier and more eco-
nomically secure—and by the way, it’s 
the fastest way to jump-start the econ-
omy. 

f 

JOHN PAUL POWERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, an incredibly gifted young 
man from east Tennessee, John Paul 
Powers, displayed his talents here in 
Washington at the Kennedy Center as 
part of the National Youth Orchestra 
of the United States. The orchestra, 
created by Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music 
Institute, brings together some of our 

Nation’s most talented young musi-
cians from across the country to work 
and study together and then to display 
their talents both here and abroad. In 
fact, they’re scheduled to perform to-
night in St. Petersburg. Their tour also 
includes performances in London, Mos-
cow and New York. 

John Paul plays the tuba in his role 
with the orchestra, but that’s not his 
only musical talent. His repertoire in-
cludes the bass, guitar, mandolin, 
banjo, and even a little dobro at times. 
While his musical range is wide, the 
tuba is his passion. 

I want to personally congratulate 
John Paul for achieving the distinct 
honor of being selected for the Na-
tional Youth Orchestra. There is no 
doubt that the diligence, work ethic 
and passion he has shown will continue 
to benefit him in life. I would like to 
wish John Paul the best with his future 
studies and his dreams of one day pro-
fessionally playing with an orchestra. 

f 

GREENS GONE WILD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. I rise today to 
warn of the latest episode of a saga 
that can best be described as ‘‘greens 
gone wild.’’ 

It involves the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service proposal to declare 2 million 
acres in the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
as ‘‘critical habitat’’ for the Sierra Ne-
vada yellow-legged frog and the Yo-
semite toad under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. That is essentially the foot-
print of the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
from Lassen County, which is north of 
Tahoe, to Kern County, which is just 
outside of Los Angeles. This designa-
tion would add draconian new restric-
tions to those that have already se-
verely reduced productive uses such as 
grazing, timber harvesting, mining, 
recreation and tourism, and fire sup-
pression. 

And for what? 
Even the Fish and Wildlife Service 

admits that the two biggest factors in 
the decline of these amphibian popu-
lations is not human activity at all 
but, rather, non-native trout predators 
and the Bd fungus that has stricken 
amphibian populations across the 
Western United States, neither of 
which will be alleviated by this drastic 
expansion of Federal regulations. The 
species that will be most affected by 
this action is the human population, 
and that impact will be tragic, severe 
and entirely preventable. 

For example, timber harvesting that 
once removed the overgrowth from our 
forests and put it to productive use, as-
suring us both healthier forests and a 
thriving economy, is down more than 
80 percent since the 1980s in the Sier-
ras—all because of government restric-
tions. The result is more frequent and 
intense forest fires, closed mills, unem-
ployed families, and a devastated econ-
omy throughout the region. 
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Existing regulations already effec-

tively put hundreds of thousands of 
acres of forests off-limits to human ac-
tivity through such laws as the Wilder-
ness Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act, the Clean Water Act, the National 
Environmental Policy Act, not to men-
tion a crushing array of California 
State regulations. This proposal by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service would vastly 
expand those restrictions. 

This policy seems to be part of a 
much bigger picture. In Yosemite Na-
tional Park, for example, the Depart-
ment of the Interior is proposing to 
expel longstanding tourist amenities 
from the valley and lock in a plan that 
would result in 27 percent fewer camp-
sites than it had in 1997 and 31 percent 
less lodging. Throughout the Sierra Ne-
vada, the U.S. Forest Service is closing 
access to roads, imposing cost-prohibi-
tive fees and conditions on cabin rent-
als, grazing rights, mining and, of 
course, timber harvesting while ob-
structing longstanding community 
events on which many of these towns 
rely for their tourism. 

The one common denominator in 
these actions is an obvious desire to 
discourage the public’s use of the 
public’s land. Gifford Pinchot, the leg-
endary founder of the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice, always said the purpose of the pub-
lic lands was the ‘‘greatest good for the 
greatest number in the long run.’’ John 
Muir, the legendary conservationist re-
sponsible for preserving Yosemite Val-
ley, did so, in the words of the legisla-
tion he inspired, for the express pur-
pose of ‘‘public use, resort and recre-
ation.’’ 

These visions for the sound manage-
ment of our public lands that were held 
by the pioneers of our national parks 
and forest systems are quickly being 
replaced by elitist and exclusionary 
policies that can best be described as 
‘‘look, but don’t touch; visit, but don’t 
enjoy.’’ 

No one values the natural resources 
of the Sierra Nevada more than the 
people who live there and who have en-
trusted me to speak for them in Con-
gress. These communities have jeal-
ously safeguarded the beauty of the re-
gion and the sustainable use of the 
lands for generations. Their pros-
perity—and their posterity—depends 
on the responsible use and stewardship 
of these lands. 

Now Federal authorities are replac-
ing these balanced and responsible 
policies with vastly different ones that 
amount to a policy of exclusion and be-
nign neglect. We have a sacred obliga-
tion to future generations to preserve 
and protect our public lands, but pro-
tecting our public lands for future gen-
erations doesn’t mean we must close 
them to the current generation. 

f 

OBAMACARE SHOULD BE DELAYED 
PERMANENTLY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to call on President Obama 
to delay his health care mandate for all 
Americans. ObamaCare is simply too 
overreaching, too intrusive, too un-
workable, and too destructive for fami-
lies across our Nation and in my home 
State of Missouri. 

In the years since ObamaCare was 
forced through Congress, the American 
people’s opposition to the mandate has 
only grown, and rightly so. Americans 
are seeing skyrocketing premiums, 
they are losing the health insurance 
they have, and employers are cutting 
jobs, hours and wages. 

Last week, President Obama admit-
ted that his health care mandate was 
flawed when he announced he would 
delay the employer mandate portion of 
the law for 1 year. Mr. Speaker, we 
don’t need to only delay one section of 
the law; we need to delay the entire 
law permanently. 

Since the beginning, the only aspect 
of President Obama’s health care law 
that has been bipartisan is the bipar-
tisan opposition to the mandate. Since 
2009, the House of Representatives has 
voted over 30 times to repeal, defund or 
dismantle provisions of the law. As the 
newest Member of Congress, I will 
stand with my colleagues in pushing to 
defund and repeal the President’s 
health care mandate. 

f 

b 1030 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
GOVERNMENT OVERSPENDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, last 
week in my hometown, thousands of 
families experienced their first week of 
a 3-month cut in pay. 

These hardworking families aren’t 
unaware of our Nation’s fiscal prob-
lems. We all see that our Nation is rap-
idly approaching $17 trillion in debt. 
But a few years ago, Washington de-
nied that this path would lead us the 
way of Europe and we would not expe-
rience pay and benefit cuts to solve our 
problems like Europe has. Well, here 
we are. Families are living on much 
less today as a direct consequence of 
government overspending for so many 
years and the mandate to get our econ-
omy back in balance. 

In the past 3 years, Federal spending 
has been reduced, taxes have gone up, 
and the economy has actually experi-
enced some rebound; but we’re still 
overspending almost $700 billion a year, 
just this 1 year. That’s down from $1.5 
trillion in overspending 4 years ago, 
but it’s still $700 billion in new debt 
that our Nation will take on this year. 

We have to deal with the economic 
realities that we currently face because 
the spreadsheet where we see the nega-
tive numbers, those numbers represent 
families and people that face the nega-
tive consequences of our inactivity. 

The GAO has identified multiple 
areas of government redundancy that 
waste money and where we fail to get 
the job done, but we seem to just nib-
ble at the edges of fixing what is obvi-
ously in front of us. 

Social Security disability is now 2 
years away from insolvency, but no one 
seems to notice that if we don’t fix dis-
ability insurance and get the people off 
disability that are using it just as un-
employment, the most vulnerable in 
our society, the truly disabled, will 
face benefit cuts along with those folks 
that are just gaming the system. 

The defense acquisition processes in-
crease costs dramatically. Here’s how 
it works. You get a prime contractor 
who pays a subprime, who pays a 
subprime, who pays a subprime. By the 
way, all of those are all the way 
through the path, and the last person 
has actually been someone who has 
done that job for years and years, and 
everyone knows it. Everyone knows 
the game, and everyone knows that in 
every part of that system there’s a 
markup. The taxpayer is the one who 
loses on it. Let’s fix that, because this 
affects families and lives. 

Multiple defense procurement pro-
grams in the past several years have 
failed to produce a final product at all 
and have again cost taxpayers billions. 
Usually, our Federal civilian workforce 
can tell management exactly where 
we’re wasting money, but sometimes 
no one’s listening to them. 

Those opportunities to save go un-
touched, costing more money in the 
long run and increasing our debt. Debt 
has a price for all Americans, but espe-
cially for the people working for our 
Nation. 

So what does government debt look 
like today? For thousands in my dis-
trict facing furloughs, families are cut-
ting back on food, home repair, gas in 
the car, and every other expense. 

A family I spoke with this past week-
end will not have a summer vacation 
because of the furlough. That may not 
seem like a big deal to some people, 
but that’s a lost significant family mo-
ment that they will never get back. 
Another family with two kids in col-
lege is currently trying to determine 
which kid won’t go back to school this 
fall. 

In some families, both parents are 
furloughed, making the problem twice 
as large. A single mom that experi-
ences the furlough has a huge decision. 
This fall and just a month away, 
they’re going to have to buy school 
supplies and clothes. 

It’s a serious problem. They’re not a 
person just sitting at home living off 
Federal welfare, bemoaning the meager 
size of their check. They’re members of 
our Federal family who work and give 
their lives to serve the warfighter. 

As you would expect in our commu-
nity, the community is stepping up. 
Tinker Federal Credit Union is work-
ing with families on their loan repay-
ments, churches are providing school 
supplies, the Regional Food Bank is 
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