February 12, 2013

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

on

———

COLLINSVILLE RENEWABLE
ENERGY PROMOTION ACT

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 316) to reinstate and transfer
certain hydroelectric licenses and ex-
tend the deadline for commencement of
construction of certain hydroelectric
projects.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 316

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Collinsville
Renewable Energy Promotion Act’.

SEC. 2. REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSES
AND EXTENSION OF TIME TO COM-
MENCE CONSTRUCTION OF
PROJECTS.

Subject to section 4 of this Act and not-
withstanding the time period under section
13 of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806)
that would otherwise apply to Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission projects num-
bered 10822 and 10823, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (referred to in this
Act as the “Commission’’) may—

(1) reinstate the license for either or each
of those projects; and

(2) extend for 2 years after the date on
which either or each project is reinstated
under paragraph (1) the time period during
which the licensee is required to commence
the construction of such projects.

Prior to reaching any final decision under
this section, the Commission shall provide
an opportunity for submission of comments
by interested persons, municipalities, and
States and shall consider any such comment
that is timely submitted.

SEC. 3. TRANSFER OF LICENSES TO THE TOWN

OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT.

Notwithstanding section 8 of the Federal
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 801) or any other provi-
sion thereof, if the Commission reinstates
the license for, and extends the time period
during which the licensee is required to com-
mence the construction of, a Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission project under sec-
tion 2, the Commission shall transfer such li-
cense to the town of Canton, Connecticut.
SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.

(a) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘environmental assessment’’
shall have the same meaning as is given such
term in regulations prescribed by the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality that imple-
ment the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Commission shall com-
plete an environmental assessment for Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission projects
numbered 10822 and 10823, updating, to the
extent necessary, the environmental anal-
ysis performed during the process of licens-
ing such projects.

(c) COMMENT PERIOD.—Upon issuance of the
environmental assessment required under
subsection (b), the Commission shall—

(1) initiate a 30-day public comment pe-
riod; and
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(2) before taking any action under section
2 o0r3—

(A) consider any comments received during
such 30-day period; and

(B) incorporate in the license for the
projects involved, such terms and conditions
as the Commission determines to be nec-
essary, based on the environmental assess-
ment performed and comments received
under this section.

SEC. 5. DEADLINE.

Not later than 270 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Commission
shall—

(1) make a final decision pursuant to para-
graph (1) of section 2; and

(2) if the Commission decides to reinstate
one or both of the licenses under such para-
graph and extend the corresponding deadline
for commencement of construction under
paragraph (2) of such section, complete the
action required under section 3.

SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF EXISTING RIGHTS.

Nothing in this Act shall affect any valid
license issued by the Commission under sec-
tion 4 of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C.
797) on or before the date of enactment of
this Act or diminish or extinguish any exist-
ing rights under any such license.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY
LUJAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 316 would provide the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission with
limited authority to reinstate two ter-
minated hydroelectric licenses and
transfer them to a new owner, the
Town of Canton, Connecticut. The 1li-
censes are associated with the Upper
and Lower Collinsville dams on the
Farmington River in Connecticut. Both
projects are under 1 megawatt each.
This is important legislation that will
certainly benefit the people in that
area.

I want to thank Mr. LUJAN and oth-
ers for working with us on this impor-
tant piece of legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man WHITFIELD and all of the members
of the majority as well for working
with the minority on this important
piece of legislation.

I encourage my colleagues to support
the Collinsville hydropower legislation
introduced by Congresswoman ESTY of
Connecticut. The bill would authorize
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
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mission to reinstate licenses for two
hydroelectric power plants on the
Farmington River and to transfer these
licenses to the Town of Canton, Con-
necticut. This noncontroversial legisla-
tion has passed the House by voice vote
in both the 111th and 112th Congresses.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Ms.
ESTY), the sponsor of the bill.

Ms. ESTY. Thank you, Congressman
LUJAN. And I’d like to thank Chairman
WHITFIELD for his leadership on this
important issue and for bringing this
bill to the floor so quickly this year.

I rise as the proud sponsor of the Col-
linsville Renewable Energy Promotion
Act. This bill, as the chairman so aptly
described, would provide FERC limited
authority to license the Town of Can-
ton, in my district, to operate two
small and dormant dams for hydro-
electric power.

The Upper and Lower Collinsville
dams on the Farmington River were
first built in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies to power an ax manufacturer.
While this business closed in the 1960s,
the dams have remained and are a last-
ing symbol of the Farmington Valley’s
very proud manufacturing history.

And just as our communities have
been reinvented over the years, we now
have the opportunity to reinvent a dor-
mant dam into a dam producing local,
clean energy. If the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, under the au-
thority of this bill, permits both dams
to generate hydropower, the dams
could produce nearly 2 megawatts of
power, enough to power more than 1,500
homes, which I'll note, parenthetically,
with 3 feet of snow in the last week,
were much in demand, that additional
power. Licenses for this purpose had
previously been issued, and this bill
would allow the reinstatement of the
inactive FERC licenses.

Now, as with any dam on any river,
there are legitimate concerns about
the river and the ecosystem’s health.
The Upper and Lower Collinsville dams
already exist, and our legislation ad-
dresses many concerns to fully protect
the river’s health by requiring FERC to
complete an updated analysis of the en-
vironmental impact of the projects and
seek additional public comment before
taking action.

Now, this project started long before
I was elected to Congress, and I'm
proud to continue the work on this bill.
Just a few months ago, this body
passed the exact same language offered
by then-Congressman CHRIS MURPHY,
Connecticut’s new Senator. He’s been a
longtime champion on this issue, and
I’'m grateful for his and First Select-
man of Canton Richard Barlow’s work
spearheading these efforts back home.
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I would also like to mention another
longtime supporter of this project, Art
Fournier. Sadly, Art passed away this
past July. But during one of the occa-
sions I had the opportunity to discuss
issues with him and gain from his life-
time of experiences, he brought up this
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bill to enforce upon me how important
it was. He was committed to public
service and to ensuring that the world
was a better place for the next genera-
tion. His commitment to public service
was evident from his service on many
boards and commissions in the town of
Canton, including on the Hydro Power
Advisory Commission.

Another strong advocate for this
project also, sadly, died this summer,
Mark Quattro. Mark, too, made us
aware of the importance of this project
for the little town of Canton, and he
was deeply committed to the commu-
nity and served on many town organi-
zations, including the chamber of com-
merce. It would be a fitting tribute to
honor these two fine citizens of Can-
ton, Art Fournier and Mark Quattro,
by passing this bill today.

I'd like to thank, again, Chairman
WHITFIELD, as well as Chairman UPTON
and Ranking Members WAXMAN and
RUSH and their staffs for bringing the
Collinsville Renewable Energy Pro-
motion Act to the floor today for a
vote. This project has a long history of
bipartisan support at the local level,
and I'm proud to be working with my
colleagues across the aisle to empower
local communities to utilize existing
resources to create locally produced
clean, renewable power. I respectfully
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, we
have no further speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I would just urge my col-
leagues to adopt this legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. WHITFIELD. I want to thank
Mr. LUJAN, members of the committee,
and certainly Ms. ESTY for her involve-
ment in this legislation and would urge
all the Members to support this legisla-
tion.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from XKentucky (Mr.
WHITFIELD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 316.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

VETERAN EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIAN SUPPORT ACT OF 2013

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 235) to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide grants to
States to streamline State require-
ments and procedures for veterans with
military emergency medical training
to become civilian emergency medical
technicians.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 235

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Veteran
Emergency Medical Technician Support Act
of 2013,

SEC. 2. ASSISTING VETERANS WITH MILITARY
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRAINING TO
MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR BECOM-
ING CIVILIAN EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of title IIT of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 243 et
seq.) is amended by inserting after section
314 the following:

“SEC. 315. ASSISTING VETERANS WITH MILITARY
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRAINING TO
MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR BECOM-
ING CIVILIAN EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIANS.

‘‘(a) PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a program consisting of awarding dem-
onstration grants to States to streamline
State requirements and procedures in order
to assist veterans who completed military
emergency medical technician training while
serving in the Armed Forces of the United
States to meet certification, licensure, and
other requirements applicable to becoming
an emergency medical technician in the
State.

‘“(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts received as a
demonstration grant under this section shall
be used to prepare and implement a plan to
streamline State requirements and proce-
dures as described in subsection (a), includ-
ing by—

‘(1) determining the extent to which the
requirements for the education, training,
and skill level of emergency medical techni-
cians in the State are equivalent to require-
ments for the education, training, and skill
level of military emergency medical techni-
cians; and

“(2) identifying methods, such as waivers,
for military emergency medical technicians
to forego or meet any such equivalent State
requirements.

‘‘(c) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a grant
under this section, a State shall demonstrate
that the State has a shortage of emergency
medical technicians.

‘‘(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit
to the Congress an annual report on the pro-
gram under this section.

‘‘(e) FUNDING.—Of the amount authorized
by section 751(j)(1) to be appropriated to
carry out section 751 for fiscal year 2014,
there is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $1,000,000 for the period
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018."".

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
751(j)(1) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 294a(j)1)) is amended by striking
“There is authorized to be appropriated’ and
inserting ‘“‘Subject to section 315(e), there is
authorized to be appropriated’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY
LUJAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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I rise in strong support and urge my
colleagues to vote for H.R. 235, the Vet-
eran Emergency Medical Technician
Support Act of 2013.

At this time I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
KINZINGER), a member of the Energy
and Commerce Committee, who wrote
this important legislation.

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman, for your hard work
in bringing this forward. I just want to
thank all my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle for supporting this bill.

Unemployment rates continue to be
far too high among our veterans who
are returning from Iraq and Afghani-
stan. These returning men and women
deserve a smooth transition from the
military into the civilian workforce.
As a Nation, we must recognize the ex-
perience and education that our mili-
tary-trained EMTs receive. It’s ineffi-
cient to force these well-trained vet-
erans to start over with basic training
in the civilian workforce after aiding
wounded men and women who were se-
verely injured in combat. We must rec-
ognize military-trained EMT skills and
education and streamline the process
so these honorable men and women can
quickly return to work here at home.

I'm a pilot in the Air National Guard.
One of the things that really brought
this to my mind is, as a pilot, I went
through my pilot training and was able
to take an equivalency test in which I
was granted, basically, the civilian
equivalent of what I learned in the
military. And you realize those are
very obviously transferable skills. And
to be able to bring that into the civil-
ian workforce has done great for air-
lines and commercial piloting and ev-
erything, frankly, related to aviation
in the civilian world.

This bill is a commonsense way to
help our veterans as they transition
back to civilian life. By supporting
States to make the process more effi-
cient, veterans with military EMT
training will more quickly become cer-
tified civilian EMTs. In doing so, re-
turning veterans will not have to start
over at square one in their training and
can enter the civilian workforce much
sooner.

One other point to make in this is
that in rural areas—and I represent a
lot of rural areas in Illinois—there is a
shortage of emergency medical techni-
cians in small towns. But there’s not a
shortage of folks coming back from
Iraq and Afghanistan—veterans in
these small communities. To be able to
do this small step in ensuring that the
rural areas, the rural municipalities
and our veterans are matched with jobs
where there is need is, I think, a very
positive step in the right direction.

I would urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support this great
piece of legislation.

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
235, the Veteran Emergency Medical
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