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This weekend, as San Diego cele-
brates Pride, I'm honored to stand with
friends and colleagues to honor the
contributions of LGBT Americans in
San Diego and across the country.

——

TOO EXPENSIVE TO AFFORD

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
we’'re learning an awful lot about
ObamaCare these days, and it seems
like every week is bringing something
new. We have learned that this pro-
gram is too expensive to afford. We
have learned that it is too difficult to
implement. We have learned that it is
too burdensome for business. That is
why the employer mandate is being de-
layed. Indeed, we’re seeing these bur-
dens on business lead to an under- and
unemployed number, the U-6 number,
14.3 percent.

Where have the jobs gone?
ObamaCare holds some of that answer.

We are also learning that there are
too many mandates, too many rules,
too many regulations. We’re hearing it
from our health care providers, we’re
hearing it from constituents, and we’re
hearing it from individuals who want
to be able to make their health care de-
cisions with their doctors, not a bu-
reaucrat in Washington, D.C.

What my constituents are telling me
is this: let’s delay, let’s defund, let’s re-
peal, let’s replace. This law is too cum-
bersome and too expensive to afford.

———

WORKING TOGETHER IN WESTERN
NEW YORK

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, it’s safe
to say that Congress experiences more
than its share of dysfunction. Too
often, Members engage in behavior
that serves to produce partisan grid-
lock and very little else. But this week,
western New York’s delegation has suc-
cessfully bucked that trend.

Last night, my office worked closely
with Congressman ToOM REED to protect
residents from leaking radioactive
waste in West Valley, New York. Later
today, Congressman CHRIS COLLINS will
join in our efforts to protect Army
Corps projects that will clean up west-
ern New York’s waterways. Earlier this
week, Congresswoman LOUISE SLAUGH-
TER and our State’s Senators joined in
our continued push for airline safety in
the wake of the crash of Flight 3407 in
western New York.

There is no disputing the fact that on
some issues we have vastly divergent
views. But when you respect the posi-
tions of your colleagues across the
aisle and tone down the partisan rhet-
oric, you create room to work together
for the communities you are bound to
serve. I am honored to work with these
western New York colleagues.
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COMMONSENSE SOLUTIONS FOR
JOBS

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, last
week, America celebrated its 237th
birthday. As I spoke with constituents
at parades and other events, the num-
ber one concern I heard was about the
need for better jobs. Twelve million
Americans are out of work, Mr. Speak-
er, and 4.3 million have been out of
work for 6 months or more. We’re more
than 4 years into President Obama’s re-
covery; yet his misguided policies have
produced almost 4 million fewer jobs
than the average recovery. The Amer-
ican people deserve better. Our 237-year
legacy proves that we can do better.
Americans deserve a government that
lets our economy grow and doesn’t kill
jobs with overreaching regulations and
mindless bureaucratic kingdom-build-
ing.

Just last week, President Obama con-
ceded that ObamaCare’s employer
mandate will hurt job growth. By de-
laying implementation of the mandate,
he recognizes this policy is a failure.
Now is the time for President Obama
to show true leadership, put aside his
failed policies, and work with Repub-
licans on real commonsense solutions.

———

REPEAL THE EMPLOYER
MANDATE IN OBAMACARE

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, just over a week ago, the adminis-
tration announced a 1-year delay of the
employer mandate in the Affordable
Care Act. While a temporary delay is a
good thing for businesses, a full repeal
would be even better. Businesses in my
district in Georgia have made very
clear that the employer mandate would
prevent them from expanding their
businesses or hiring workers. One of
the main reasons I voted against the
law in the first place was because too
many job creators in my district sim-
ply can’t afford the costs of the em-
ployer mandate under the Affordable
Care Act.

We can fix this, however. I'm proud
to be leading the effort to fully repeal
the employer mandate, along with two
of my colleagues from across the aisle.
We know this can be fixed, and we’ve
got the bipartisan legislation to do it.
I urge my colleagues to swiftly bring
up the full repeal of the employer man-
date and make this delay permanent so
businesses across the country can get
back to creating the jobs we need.

————————

AMERICANS SHOULD BE ABLE TO
TRUST GOVERNMENT

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, every
coin and bill we use bears the phrase
“In God We Trust.” Sadly, today, our
trust tends to stop there. I don’t recall
hearing “In Government We Trust”
very often.

President Reagan governed on the
phrase ‘“Trust, but verify.” This holds
true to the Founders’ original plan of
three branches of government working
to safeguard the people from overreach
or abuse of power by any one. Current
scandals fly in the face of the very
principles and ethos we live our lives
by and the values we were founded
upon.

I can tell you that we in southern
and southwest Ohio take pride not only
in hard work but honest work. We now
face an executive branch so vast that
those who are in charge now claim that
full accountability is impossible. They
claim that government is too vast to
be held accountable.

Mr. Speaker, I will not give up on the
goodness of the American citizen and
the possibility of responsibility and
trust that we should be able to have in
our government.

——
IMMIGRATION AND ECONOMICS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, after
hosting a special screening of ‘““The
Dream is Now’ at the Rose Marine
Theater on the north side of Fort
Worth, I can assure you that the hun-
dreds of constituents who attended the
event represent a microcosm of un-
documented immigrants in the U.S.
who need the U.S. to act now on com-
prehensive immigration reform.

The dream for 11 million to come out
of the shadows and contribute to the
only country they have ever known
rests in our hands. In my home State of
Texas alone, immigrants paid $1.6 bil-
lion in State and local taxes. The eco-
nomic contributions of immigrants de-
mand an immigration system that re-
sponds to the rapidly changing 21st
century economy. We all agree that
our current immigration system is bro-
ken. The Senate bipartisan bill was a
start, and it is proof that a long-term,
practical solution on immigration can
be achieved.

I will continue to work with like-
minded colleagues to ensure a practical
and fair solution. We can no longer af-
ford piecemeal solutions that are detri-
mental to our society and to our econ-
omy.

HONORING ARMY SERGEANT ZEKE
CROZIER

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank a truly remarkable
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American—a Kansan—who came within
inches of giving his life in the service
of his country, but who has made an
unthinkable yet not unbelievable re-
covery.

I first met Spring Hill native Army
Sergeant Zeke Crozier 2 years ago. He
was with the 158th Aviation Regiment
out of Gardner, Kansas, and he was set
to deploy to Afghanistan. After being
in Afghanistan for only 41 days, the
Chinook helicopter Sergeant Crozier
was flying in crashed violently, and he
suffered a severe traumatic brain in-
jury.

Defying all odds, Sergeant Crozier
has made a miraculous recovery, and
even walked into my district office in
Overland Park, Kansas, yesterday. Ser-
geant Crozier’s recovery efforts are in-
spirational. They are also a reminder
that we must always keep our commit-
ment to our Nation’s veterans. There
are over 530,000 veterans benefit cases
on backlog at the VA. This is unaccept-
able to me and to the men and women
willing to serve our country bravely
and honorably, especially those that
now need our help in return.

To Sergeant Crozier and to all those
who have served, a grateful Nation
thanks you for your sacrifice.

—————

NATIVE HAWAITAN EDUCATION
ACT

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, in the
coming days, we will soon be taking up
H.R. 5, the Student Success Act, which
is a long overdue reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act. I'm rising today to speak about
the need to include in this reauthoriza-
tion the Native Hawaiian Education
Act. T've introduced H.R. 2287, which
does just this. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to ensure its
passage.

Last week, when I was in Hawaii, I
had the chance to meet with parents
and educators in the Native Hawaiian
Education community on the islands of
Kauai, Maui, and Molokai. I heard from
them about the firsthand successes of
this program, which has been in place
since 1988.

Education is, by far, the best invest-
ment that we can make in our econ-
omy and in our future. We are empow-
ering and educating the next genera-
tion in communities that have largely
been underserved, while at the same
time preserving rich and unique cul-
ture, language, and values of our na-
tive people. The Native Hawaiian Edu-
cation Act has been serving our kids
for the last 25 years. It’s critical that
these innovative programs continue.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting the NHEA and other pro-
grams that can enable and empower
our underserved communities to
thrive.
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STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. I rise today to address
the recent doubling of interest rates on
federally backed, needs-based student
loans. Students deserve access, not ob-
stacles, to higher education. These rate
hikes will make college less affordable
at a time when we should be encour-
aging, not discouraging, people to seek
higher education opportunities to grow
our economy and to create jobs. But
due to House Republicans’ failure to
act, the interest rate on college loans
has doubled from 3.4 percent to 6.8 per-
cent for some 7.4 million students.

In these tough economic times,
Democrats understand we should be
making every effort possible to in-
crease access to higher education for
all Americans. There is no time left.
We need to act now to reverse the rate
hike and keep student loan interest
rates low so more Americans can have
a fair shot at a college education.

———

MAJOR LEAGUE SPORTS TEAMS
HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO
THE PUBLIC

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
in 1995, former Washington Bullets
owner Abe Pollin announced that he
would be changing the name of the
Washington Bullets to the Washington
Wizards. The change did not happen
overnight, nor was everyone happy
about it. But Mr. Pollin knew it was
the right thing to do. And he did it suc-
cessfully. Given the high homicide and
crime rate in the early 1990s in Wash-
ington, D.C., Mr. Pollin became in-
creasingly concerned about the Bullets’
association with violence. Finally,
when Mr. Pollin’s close friend, Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, was as-
sassinated in November 1995, he made
the final decision.

Mr. Dan Snyder, owner of the Wash-
ington Redskins, may never come to
the realization that is so evident to us
all in the 21st century—that the term
“redskins” is racist, demeaning, derog-
atory, and offensive to Native Ameri-
cans. But I stand today, once again, to
make this appeal to Mr. Snyder. I am
thankful for Mr. Pollin’s brave decision
to change the Bullets’ name, and I urge
Mr. Snyder to have the courage to do
the same. Change the name of your
football franchise.

———
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, the
time has come for this House to ad-
dress comprehensive immigration re-
form. If the Senate can fashion a bipar-
tisan bill, we can too.
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Follow the money. Bringing 11 mil-
lion people out of the shadows would
increase our gross domestic product by
$832 billion over 10 years. Follow the
money. The CBO calculates that the
Senate bill will cut the deficit by $197
billion over 10 years. What is not to
like about that?

The plan that passed the Senate
would strengthen our borders, crack
down on employers who knowingly hire
undocumented workers, and let those
who want to earn their citizenship do
just that.

Mr. Speaker, if the Senate can do it,
we can do it too.

————
0 1230
STUDENT LOANS

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I am
certain that during this past district
work week you were asked, as I was:
“What about the student loans?”’ What
people were asking was: “What are you
doing in Congress about the rates that
are going to double on July 1?”’

Let’s review what we know, Mr.
Speaker. We know that there are 7.4
million students that are affected. The
rates are doubling from 3.4 to 6.8 per-
cent, and this means $1,000 more in
debt. We know that a college education
can mean about $1 million more in fu-
ture earnings over a lifetime. We know
that we, as a country, need to build up
our graduates to continue to be com-
petitive. We also know that 45 percent
of Americans hold student loan debt.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to act now for
America’s future.

———
STUDENT LOANS

(Mr. MURPHY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to echo the sentiments
of many of my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle regarding the urgency to
fix the student loan interest rate hike
that took place last Monday.

The inability of Congress to come to-
gether and compromise on behalf of
America’s students is embarrassing.
Doubling interest rates makes college
less affordable, and the increased debt
burden threatens the middle class and
harms our economy.

Recent graduates who should be put-
ting away money for their first home
or saving up to start their own business
are instead spending upwards of $500
per month paying back loans for their
college education. Recent Florida grad-
uates left college with student loan
debt equal to 54 percent of their annual
income.

Just this Monday, I heard the con-
cerns of students in my district on how
this debt will impact their future.
Some students are even considering
dropping out of college.
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