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who was an advocate for the poor and
for people who did not have. She shared
her talents, was a pioneer in her own
right by integrating and forcing oppor-
tunity in the Democratic Party of
Texas. Some would think that it’s
party politics. I would think simply
that that is making sure that everyone
has an opportunity to participate and
to share in the opportunities that this
country gives you to have your voice
heard. More importantly, she loved her
daughter, Kqisha, and she was a val-
iant champion in the Acres Homes
community.

We will sorely miss Doris for she
shared, she mentored, she gave, and she
believed in America with her husband,
Ernest, who served in the United
States Marines. She was honored today
by being buried in the Houston Vet-
erans Cemetery alongside her beloved
late spouse.

Together, I call them American he-
roes.

REPEALING THE EMPLOYEE
MANDATE

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, in May, I
came to the floor to highlight the con-
cerns that small businesses in my
State have with the looming imple-
mentation of ObamaCare. I spoke
about a daycare center that had 73 em-
ployees and that had been in business
for 24 years. It had been struggling
mightily with the uncertainty on how
to meet the employer mandate.

Last week, the administration an-
nounced that they will postpone the
job-killing employer mandate until
2015. They admitted that after 3 years
of bureaucratic work that the fatally
flawed employer mandate is unwork-
able.

While the President’s announcement
is welcome news for small businesses in
the short term, it signals just how
problematic ObamaCare will be to im-
plement. The employer mandate was
forcing businesses, like the daycare
center in my district, to lay off work-
ers, to cut employee hours, and to po-
tentially close their doors depending
on their financial statuses.

Businesses don’t need a temporary
reprieve to ObamaCare. They need a
permanent one. A recent poll found
that, as a result of ObamaCare, 41 per-
cent of businesses have put off hiring
and 19 percent have reduced the num-
ber of employees in their businesses.

Pushing off one of ObamaCare’s
worst provisions for a year will do
nothing but prolong the pain and in-
crease the uncertainty. Instead, we
should repeal and have a workable bill
with patient-centered reforms that will
improve the affordability, access, and
quality of medical care.
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WE SHOULD DO AWAY WITH
OBAMACARE AND THE WAR ON
COAL

(Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I would say that tonight has
been interesting. We have talked about
ObamaCare and we have talked about
clean air and having these things; yet
what we have are two different things
coming out of the administration.

On the one hand, approximately 2
weeks ago, the administration pro-
posed large, new increases in the regu-
lations on coal. As one of his aides
said, ‘“The war on coal is something
that we need.”” Obviously, coming from
southwest Virginia and representing
central Appalachia and the coalfields
there, this is not a good idea.

Then, as we were about to leave
town, the President came out with a
new plan on ObamaCare, and that was
to delay the employer mandate—not
the individual mandate, but the em-
ployer mandate—because they haven’t
been able to make the program work.

That’s not the only thing. On Friday,
right after the Fourth of July, the
President’s folks came out with 606
pages of new regulations, and in there
there was delay, delay, delay because
they can’t seem to make the program
work.

ObamaCare was drafted poorly. How
do we think these new regulations on
coal are going to work? They’re going
to be drafted just as poorly.

Mr. Speaker, we should do away with
ObamaCare, and we should do away
with the regulations and the war on
coal.

———

CELEBRATING BILL GRAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. FATTAH) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, let me
first thank the House for setting aside
this time to appropriately reflect on
and to celebrate the life of service of
William H. Gray—Bill Gray, as we
know him—who represented my home-
town of Philadelphia so very well in
this Congress. But as we’re going to
have a number of speakers, I'll have
ample opportunity to talk. So I want
to move to a process in which we can
acknowledge some others who want to
say a few words.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FATTAH. I first ask unanimous
consent that all Members may have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material into the RECORD on
the subject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

July 8, 2013

There was no objection.

Mr. FATTAH. I now yield to the gen-
tlelady from Ohio (Ms. FUDGE), who
chairs the Congressional Black Caucus,
for an opportunity to talk about Bill
Gray and his service to our Nation.

Ms. FUDGE. I thank the gentleman
for yielding, and I thank him for lead-
ing this Congressional Black Caucus
Special Order hour to honor a man that
was a friend to so many of us, former
Congressman William H. Gray, III.

On behalf of the CBC, I send condo-
lences to the Gray family. As you cele-
brate Congressman and Reverend
Gray’s life, know that we, too, will
miss a great man. We mourn the loss of
Congressman Gray and celebrate the
legislator, the advocate, and the
statesman, a man whose accomplish-
ments you will hear a great deal about
this evening.

But if one word defined Bill Gray’s
life, it is ‘“‘service.” He served God, his
Philadelphia community, our Nation,
and the world with dedicated hard
work, strong leadership, and a commit-
ment to equity and justice. He broke
new ground as the first African Amer-
ican to chair the House Budget Com-
mittee and again as the first African
American majority whip in the House
of Representatives.

Although I did not have the personal
privilege and pleasure to serve with
him, our history supports the fact that
he was a brilliant negotiator, bipar-
tisan consensus builder, and coura-
geous policymaker.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentlelady.

Representing the city of Philadelphia
was something that Bill Gray was born
to do. He was just an extraordinary
Member.

We have one of my colleagues who
knew Congressman Gray and worked
with him from her earliest days in pub-
lic service, so I yield to my colleague,
Congresswoman ALLYSON SCHWARTZ.

Ms. SCHWARTZ. I thank my col-
league for setting up this Special
Order.

Bill Gray was a total guy. He would
have been able to handle this; that’s
for sure.

I do want to start by offering my
condolences to the family, to Bill
Gray’s religious family, his commu-
nity, and actually all Philadelphians
who knew him and not only respected
him, but loved him and admired him
for the work that he did on behalf of
Philadelphia and on behalf of the Na-
tion and on behalf of the world.

I think we’ve all heard a bit about
his extraordinary public service both
here, of course, in the House and also
then when he went on to, of course,
help lead the United Negro College
Fund.

What I wanted to say was a little
more personal. I think my colleague
knows this. Congressman FATTAH
knows some of this history. But when I
first decided to run for elected office, 1
went first to City Councilwoman Mar-
ian Tasco, who was part of the north-
west coalition of elected officials who
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came out of the community that was
Bill Gray and the people who he sup-
ported and provided inspiration to. She
was interested in helping me run for
the State senate, and she said, Well,
ALLYSON, I'm going to help you out,
but there’s one really important person
you’re going to need to be on your side.

It’s an interesting district. My dis-
trict in the State senate represented
northwest Philadelphia mostly and
where Bill Gray lived, his house there,
and much of the northwest coalition
and also part of northeast Philadelphia
and then eventually part of the sub-
urbs, as well. So it is a really inter-
esting and integrated community. It is
about 40 percent African American.

I went first to see one of his chief
aides. I went to see Jerry Mondesire.
I'm not sure you’re supposed to name
names here, but it’s a Special Order
and we can do some of that. I went to
talk with him about who I was and why
I wanted to run and what I hoped to ac-
complish in the State senate. He
thought it made some sense and gave
me the opportunity to set up that
meeting with Congressman Gray. I
came to see him here at the Capitol ac-
tually to meet him. I think he was in
the whip’s office at the time, a very
grand office. He was a grand man of
real stature. It was a good meeting. It
was actually a very good meeting, and
he did agree to be supportive. We ended
up working together and worked hard
and won a very competitive primary. 1
was not the only one running in that
primary who went on to win in the gen-
eral election.

Congressman Gray always was sup-
portive and encouraging, particularly
when I decided to run for Congress.
When I got elected to Congress, the dis-
trict was very different. It didn’t rep-
resent the northwest. It was a very dif-
ferent coalition I had to build for that.
But he met with me and gave me some
good advice about what to do here as a
Member of Congress. He said I should
serve on the Budget Committee. I'm
not even sure I understood at the time
that he was the chair of the Budget
Committee, the first African American
chair of the Budget Committee and the
power he lent to that. I took his ad-
vice, and I think it was good advice. It
gave me a chance to really rise here
fairly quickly in Congress.

What I really want to say is that he
was a man who brought great intellect,
great commitment to public service, a
real understanding of relationships be-
tween people and how you forge those
relationships and you build on those
relationships to find common ground
and get things done. He did that for
Philadelphia, and he did that here in
Congress. He was, as I say, a spiritual
leader and really made such a dif-
ference to the city.

I did get to hear him preach a couple
of times; and when I went to Bright
Hope to hear him preach, it was Easter
morning. That’s kind of a special time
to be at Bright Hope, as in many
churches across this country. I remem-
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ber that I brought my son, who is now
well-grown, and he was only about 11 or
12 at the time. I asked my son after-
wards what he thought of the service
and what he thought of the preacher,
and my son, good Jewish boy that he
is, he said, You know, Mom, it kind of
makes you want to believe.

And I have to say that Bill Gray
made us all want to believe not only
spiritually, but believe in this country
and the greatness of this country and
what we could accomplish. For that, I
will be always indebted and grateful to
have known him, to honor his memory,
and to share in the sadness at his loss
and to wish his family not only condo-
lences, but great memories of the man
Bill Gray was.

Mr. FATTAH. Let me ask that we
place into the RECORD a number of let-
ters from local elected officials back
home in Philadelphia: Councilwoman
Marian Tasco, State Senator Vincent
Hughes, State Senator Anthony Wil-
liams, City Councilwomen Blondell
Reynolds Brown and Cindy Bass, and
State Representative Dwight Evans.

MARIAN B. TAsco, CITY OF PHILA-
DELPHIA, CITY COUNCIL.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE 113TH CONGRESS:
Respectfully, I join with friends, family and
my constituents to submit this letter for
The Congressional Record memorializing a
world-class citizen, with a keen sense of pur-
pose, a man of God, a champion at the fore-
front of ending apartheid in South Africa,
and a man who humbly served the least of
these. Over the past 40 years, I have called
The Honorable William H. Gray III many
things: pastor, my candidate, a mentor, my
congressman, and of greatest importance to
me, my friend.

Undoubtedly, Bill Gray lived a beautiful
life. Having succeeded his father as pastor of
Bright Hope Baptist Church in Philadelphia
in 1972, I came to know Bill Gray very well.
He knew best how to engage the people he
was charged to lead. And, he knew how to
help individuals identify their best qualities
and develop and expand upon them. I credit
Bill Gray for helping me to recognize my
own ability to organize. Compelled to be his
campaign manager when he ran for congress,
and later his director of constituent services,
he was a mentor to me and others locally
and nationally who sought public office. He
was instrumental in my run for office and
election as Philadelphia’s first African
American City Commissioner, and strongly
supported me in my bid to become council
person for the Ninth District. I am forever
indebted to him and grateful for his vision.

Admired for his commitment to the city of
Philadelphia, Bill Gray was a powerbroker
who used his influence to provide federal re-
sources and opportunities to often under-
served communities. And though he walked
amongst kings, queens and heads of nations,
he was never too busy to meet with his con-
stituents, return a phone call or help some-
one in need.

The passing of this gentle giant is un-
timely, yet I hope all that mourn him will
find comfort in knowing that Bill Gray
leaves behind a legacy of goodness that sure-
ly withstands the test of time.

God bless Bill Gray and God bless America!

MARIAN B. TASCO,
Ninth District Councilwoman.

DEMOCRATIC APPROPRIATIONS
CHAIRMAN, SENATE OF PENNSYL-
VANIA,

July 8, 2013.
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Hon. CHAKA FATTAH,
Congressman,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN FATTAH: I was deeply
saddened to learn of the sudden passing of
Congressman William H. Gray. He was a
giant in Philadelphia politics, a spiritual
leader for hundreds of thousands, and a pow-
erful force for good in Washington DC. He
was also a mentor to many public officials
including myself. Congressman Gray’s tre-
mendous spirit will be impossible to replace.

He was a leader in so many areas, but one
of the biggest ways that Congressman Gray
inspired me personally was his work against
apartheid in South Africa. Congressman
Gray was the sponsor of one of the first bills
to prohibit loans and economic investment
in that troubled country, which laid the
groundwork for the eventual toppling of the
regime. I started my own political activism
around this issue and his work was a shining
example of the good that someone can ac-
complish in elected office.

Congressman Gray will be missed. Now, it
is the responsibility of the next generation
to pick up the torch and try to follow in his
footsteps. Serving from his pastorship of
Bright Hope Baptist Church in Philadelphia,
he had a focus that was not limited to that
North Philadelphia neighborhood, but was
international in scope. He always con-
centrated on transformational change,
whether it was in his 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict, Washington, DC, South Africa, or the
World. We have truly lost a giant.

Most people will see Congressman Gray
through the lens of politics. I certainly was
one of the people who benefitted from his
crafting of an independent progressive polit-
ical movement in Philadelphia. Without his
work to create a viewpoint that elected of-
fice was essentially the next step for the
civil rights movement, I along with many
others, probably would not have ever
thought about running for political office. I
sit as Democratic Chairman of the PA Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee because he
had the courage to seek and to sit as Chair-
man of the Budget Committee of the US Con-
gress. His willingness to grasp for what was
then an unattainable high prize, gave me the
confidence to seek and accomplish the same
in my place of service. For that, I will al-
ways be grateful for his vision and leader-
ship. But he also influenced a generation of
young people to become community leaders,
public servants, and business leaders, and to
not be limited by the traditions of their pro-
fession, but to see themselves also as trans-
formative servant leaders, who never forgot
their roots, but who always reached for the
broader mission.

Congressman Gray had a unique ability to
reach the common humanity that exists in
all of us, in order to bring people together
from varied, often times from widely diverg-
ing backgrounds. That singular talent al-
lowed him to travel and be comfortable in al-
most any setting. It also allowed him to ac-
complish some of his greatest achievements.
From his South Africa Anti-Apartheid work,
to his rise to the position as the first Afri-
can-American to serve as Whip in the US
Congress, to his leadership of the United
Negro College Fund, his ability to connect
with people from the board room, the barrio,
and the backwater, served him and all of us
well.

Congressman Gray never thought, nor
acted small. He was local in his pastorship,
and his congressional district, always there
to preach the word or to attend a community
meeting, and to bring home the ‘“‘bacon” to
his constituents. But his transformational
vision and service was big and impactful on
the grandest of stages—the world. Those of
us who have followed in his footsteps have
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been deeply influenced by his trail blazing
path. It remains our hope that we can have
the same intensely deep, and wide ranging
impact that he has had. It remains our job to
truly make a difference in the lives of the
people we serve, never settling for less either
in our selves or in others. On behalf of my-
self, my family, the constituents of the Tth
Senatorial District, and for the countless
faceless people who he never knew, and for
those generations yet to come whose lives he
have impacted, we thank Bill, our good and
faithful servant. His race has been run, and
it has been run so very well.
Sincerely,
STATE SENATOR VINCENT HUGHES,
Democratic Chairman of the PA Senate
Appropriations Committee.
DEMOCRATIC WHIP,
SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
July 8, 2013.

ANDREA GRAY AND FAMILY: It was with
deep sadness that I learned of the passing of
the Rev. William H. Gray III, a man whose
imprint on our spiritual, social, and political
worlds has been unmatched in the modem
era. While Bill had tansitioned to a more
restful and relaxing life in recent years, his
influence could still be felt. His death comes
as a great loss for generations, not just in
Philadelphia, but across the nation.

Do accept my family’s deepest condo-
lences.

Certainly, Bill had a springboard to the
success he achieved, with solid examples and
expectations presented by his father, and his
father before him. But what he managed to
erect during his time with us deserves last-
ing admiration and appreciation. From his
ground-breaking post in the U.S. Congress to
helming the storied Bright Hope Baptist
Church to steering the venerable United
Negro College Fund, he helped to cement op-
portunity and guided the aspirations for
countless people. My father and I, as did our
entire organization, held Bill in great esteem
because of the selfless public service to
which he dedicated much of his life.

Above all, he was a man who cherished his
family, and without a doubt you will miss
him the most.

Do know that if I can be of any service to
you during this difficult time, please feel
free to call on me.

Sincerely,
ANTHONY H. WILLIAMS,
State Senator—~8th District.
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
CITY COUNCIL,
July 5, 2013.

To THE FAMILY, FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES
OF THE HONORABLE WILLIAM H. GRAY, III: I
am still in a state of shock. Congressman
Bill Gray really made a mark on my polit-
ical career. It was Congressman Gray who
first mentioned, inspired and urged me to go
to my first Democratic National Convention
in 1984. Because of that ‘“‘nudging” I have
been to 7 of the last 8 DNC Conventions.

I was also astonished by his gift as a Pas-
tor, having been a longtime member of
Bright Hope Baptist Church. If you had the
privilege of hearing his sermons, you know
that his knowledge of the Bible equaled his
knowledge of the Constitution.

I join the legions of adoring admirers who
will miss his footprint. He was a leader who
distinguished himself as a minister, educa-
tor, Congressman and father. In all these
roles, he made excellence his standard while
never losing the common touch.

My heart and prayers go out to his family.
We thank them for sharing him with the
City of Philadelphia and the nation.
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We must all remember that God gives us
work to do on earth and then he calls us
home.

In Service,
BLONDELL REYNOLDS BROWN,
Councilwoman At-Large.
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
CI1TY COUNCIL,
July 3, 2013.

GRAY FAMILY AND BRIGHT HOPE BAPTIST
CHURCH CONGREGANTS: It is with deep regret
that I express to your family and friends my
sincere sympathy on the passing of the be-
loved former U.S. Rep. William H. “Bill”’
Gray, 3rd.

Congressman Gray was a progressive lead-
er unlike any other we have seen, or are like-
ly to ever see again. He was a political titan,
a man committed to his community, and a
man of faith. Bill Gray was a leader in Phila-
delphia during a difficult time in its history,
determined to help our city become better
and stronger.

Many politicians in Philadelphia owe their
careers to Bill Gray, as he was known for en-
couraging people to become active in poli-
tics. I join them, Congressman Gray’s fam-
ily, and countless others whose lives he
touched in mourning this great man.

My sincere sympathy,
CINDY BASS, MEMBER,
Philadelphia City Council, 8th District.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,
July 3, 2013.

DEAR GRAY FAMILY: It is with profound
sorrow that I extend my condolences to you
on the passing of your loved one, the Honor-
able William H. Gray. Honorable was not
just part of his title, Honorable was the man.
A staunch supporter and protector of the un-
derdog, the disenfranchised and the unpro-
tected, Congressman Gray’s passing will long
be felt by those who benefited from his te-
nacity.

Congressman Gray blazed trails and set
precedents that those of us who follow in his
stead will spend our entire careers attempt-
ing to emulate. He was a fighter, a bold
strategist who understood the workings of
government and used that knowledge for the
betterment of those that he represented.

I can imagine that these next upcoming
days and weeks will be difficult for you.
However, I can only hope that the great leg-
acy that Congressman Gray leaves behind
will bring you comfort. Defending ones belief
in the face of adversity, never allowing limi-
tations to limit you, being committed to a
principle and a people in spite of popular be-
liefs, and winning against impossible odds, is
what the Honorable Congressman William H.
Gray stood for and the mantle that he has
left for the rest of us to take up.

Wishing you peace and blessings.

Sincerely,
DWIGHT EVANS,
203rd Legislative District.

Mr. FATTAH. I now yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia, SANFORD BISHOP.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman for yielding, and I thank
him so much for having this Special
Order so that we can celebrate the life
of our friend and mentor, Bill Gray.

Shakespeare wrote:

All the world’s a stage, and all the men
and women merely players; they have their
exits and their entrances, and one man in his
time plays many parts.

So it was with Reverend-Doctor-Con-
gressman Bill Gray. He was a son, a
husband, a father, a grandfather, a
preacher—Union Baptist in Montclair,
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New Jersey, Bright Hope in Philadel-
phia. He pastored my great, great aunt,
Aunt Mini, for whom my mother was
named. He was a businessman. He was
a mentor. He was a servant. He was a
legislator. You’ve heard budget chair-
man, majority whip of this House of
Representatives. He was a bridge build-
er, particularly in education, under-
standing that education is an escalator
to upward mobility. And he made it
possible for thousands and thousands of
young people to get a college edu-
cation. He was a great corporate cit-
izen.

He was my friend, a confidant. He
gave many items of sage advice and
counsel. He was an avid supporter in
coming to Georgia to support me when
I was a State legislator. He supported
me when I ran for Congress and contin-
ued to support me for reelection. And,
of course, he was a wonderful friend,
and we developed a wonderful relation-
ship. I will miss him greatly.

His 71 years are but a minute in eter-
nity, but I have to just reflect and say
that he did so much with his minute.
The poet wrote:

I have only just a minute,

Only 60 seconds in it.

Forced upon me, can’t refuse it.
Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it.
But it’s up to me to use it,

I must suffer if I loose it,

Give account if I abuse it.

Just a tiny little minute,

But an eternity lives in it.

We’re so thankful that Bill Gray
passed this way and touched all of our
lives and made such a difference, be-
cause he certainly did so much for so
many for so long with his minute on
the stage of this life.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentleman
for that recitation of God’s prayer.

Now you’ll hear from someone who
actually served with Bill Gray, who
was his colleague in more ways than
one, because Bill Gray was also a mem-
ber of the greatest college fraternity.
He was an Alpha. I now yield to the
gentleman from New York, Congress-
man RANGEL.

Mr. RANGEL. Let me first congratu-
late and thank my colleague, Congress-
man FATTAH, for putting together this
moment. I know this is going to be one
of a series of tributes that we’re going
to have that reminds me how we all
feel as we lose a dear friend, that we
could have done more, we should have
done more, we could have kept in touch
a lot more.

My chief of staff, Patrick Swygert,
was a good friend of Pastor Bill Gray,
and he got me involved in a couple of
campaigns for Congress. One was not
too successful and very embarrassing,
and the other one, of course, brought
him to the House.

Bill Gray, even though he was known
throughout the world, he had a person-
ality that once you started talking
with him, his charm, his wit would
allow you to believe that you had
known him all of his life.

He invited me a couple of times to
visit Bright Hope, and I listened to one
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of his sermons. It was the first time
that I felt so utterly proud of being a
Member of Congress, being a Democrat,
and knowing Bill Gray. Because as he
took this spiritual sermon and wrapped
it around, he reminded me, and should
remind so many others in public serv-
ice, that there was hardly anything
that was in that Bible, that no matter
what your religion was, that you
shouldn’t have some compassion for:
the children that are just a miracle of
life that are born; the older people that
have served and are now among the
most vulnerable; the sick, the disabled;
those that have emotional problems;
being able to get a decent education so
at least you have some of the tools
that are necessary to negotiate what is
sometimes called an ‘‘unfair world.”

0 1945

And among all of the Biblical things
that he was talking about, how he tied
that into the educational projects that
you became a leader in, Congressman
FATTAH, which nobody in the country
has done more for education than you
have, and he spins right off with the
United Negro College Fund organiza-
tion, to make certain that education
was such an important factor. When it
came to Medicaid and Medicare, when
it came to programs providing food for
those people that were starving, all of
this in that sermon, it made it sound
like he was saying that these are the
things that we’ve campaigned for,
these are the things that we’ve fought
for.

So I guess instead of just feeling
guilty that we had not kept in touch on
a daily, weekly, or monthly basis, the
work that he has really started, in
Philadelphia, in the United States Con-
gress, in South Africa and throughout
the world, there is so much that has
not been completed. And because such
a great leader has succeeded him and
comes out of that same family that
brought people together in Philadel-
phia, and you try so hard to do it right
here in this House of Representatives,
this work is still not completed, the
mission has not been accomplished. So
those of us who knew and loved him so
much, if we missed saying good-bye
when he was well, we can pick up
where he left off and make certain that
his destination is reached by as many
people as he brought over the line.

Thank you so much for having this
Special Order.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentleman.

It is true that Bill Gray traveled a
great distance in his life—born in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to his date of
expiration in London—but he did so
much in that period of time to make
this world a better place.

I want to yield to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WATERS) so she
can talk about the life and legacy in
service, the extraordinary public serv-
ice, of our former colleague, Bill Gray.

Ms. WATERS. Thank you so very
much. I would like to first take a mo-
ment to thank you, Congressman
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CHAKA FATTAH, for putting together
this moment for us to reflect on the
life and legacy of Bill. I want you to
know that we are so pleased that
you’re carrying on in his style and his
tradition. Thank you so very much for
this evening.

I rise today deeply saddened by the
sudden passing of my friend and former
colleague, Congressman Bill Gray. He
was loved by everyone, and his legacy
will continue to inspire all who knew
him. I feel fortunate to have had the
distinct honor of working with him
over the years as both a colleague and
a dear friend. I join the people of Phila-
delphia and Americans across the Na-
tion in mourning the loss of an effec-
tive leader and passionate advocate of
the public good. Bill Gray will cer-
tainly be missed.

First elected in 1978, Congressman
Gray’s 12 years in Congress were
marked by extraordinary achievement.
Not only was he was the first African
American to serve as chairman of the
House Budget Committee, he was also
the first African American to serve as
majority whip. In addition to his out-
standing leadership, Congressman
Gray’s skill as a politician and orator
raised awareness about the talent of
the Congressional Black Caucus.

During his tenure, Congressman Gray
also authored legislation that imple-
mented economic sanctions against
South Africa during apartheid. As our
thoughts and prayers are with Nelson
Mandela, we must remember and ap-
preciate the fact that it was Congress-
man Gray who spearheaded Federal ef-
forts to eradicate apartheid.

Bill Gray was a close friend both to
my husband and me long before I en-
tered Congress. At Bill’s invitation, I
was honored to serve as guest speaker
at Bright Hope Baptist Church in
Philadelphia, where Bill served as pas-
tor until his retirement in 2007. My
husband regularly played tennis with
Bill in Washington, D.C., and many cit-
ies across this Nation.

Bill was a strong and influential ad-
vocate for his constituents in Philadel-
phia and Americans around the coun-
try. I extend my sincerest condolences
to his wife, Andrea, and their three
sons, William, IV, Justin, and Andrew,
during this difficult time.

I would just like to share with you—
when I first came to the Congress of
the United States, Bill embraced me
and he took me on my first codel. We
went to the Middle East. Here’s a pic-
ture of us in Israel. It was the first
codel that I went on. I watched Bill,
how he conducted himself, how he dealt
with the dignitaries and the heads of
states, and I've tried to model him all
of these years. So I have a lot to be
thankful for. We are saddened, but I am
so pleased that I had the opportunity
to learn from him, and I certainly ad-
mired him so very much.

Thank you very much for organizing
this opportunity for us to share our
thoughts about him today. Thank you,
CHAKA.
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Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentlelady.

I didn’t get a chance to travel with
Bill Gray as a Member because obvi-
ously he was here before I arrived, and
by the time I got here, he was gone.
But I do remember flying on Air Force
One with President Clinton, and we
flew into the heart of Africa, and we
walked into a meeting with President
Nelson Mandela. And in talking with
the President, I explained that I rep-
resented Philadelphia. He said, Bill
Gray’s seat. That will resonate for all
of time that Bill Gray had such an im-
pact that this man was able to walk
out of prison after 27 years and become
President in part because of the leader-
ship on this House floor to do away
with constructive engagement and say,
No, we need as a Nation to take the
right moral position, along with Con-
gressman Dellums and others. RANGEL
was in it. It was indispensable to help-
ing South Africa make that transition.

So I want to move from California
now to another Ilittle, small, tiny
State—I’'m sorry, excuse me, Texas.
Let me yield to the great gentlelady
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Let me thank
my classmate, and we certainly owe
him a debt of gratitude for the respect
that he is allowing us to show on the
floor of the House in honor of the Hon-
orable William H. Gray, III. I, too,
want to offer my sympathy to his wife,
Andrea, to Bill Gray, who we often saw
with him, and he would be really at his
side. Bill and Andrea and Justin and
Andrew, I offer to them enormous con-
cern for the loss of this great, great
champion.

I, too, want to lift my voice and say
that Bill Gray wore many hats. On be-
half of the faith community in Hous-
ton, the faith community in Texas, I
want the Gray family to know that my
pastors recognize and respected Bill
Gray. In fact, when we would see each
other, and I did not, as Chaka has said,
have an opportunity to serve with him,
but when we would see each other, he
would ask about this pastor or that
pastor, and it gave me a sense of
friendship but also a sense of connect-
edness to Bill by saying, oh, they like
you, too, or they said hello as well, be-
cause Bill was so respected.

If I might say on this floor, Bill Gray
was a child of God. Although we are
going to say so many things about him,
I think it is appropriate to say that he
loved his church and his ministry. My
pastors across Texas are praying for
his family.

I want to cite a few things that I
think are so much a part of his DNA
and his legacy, to be able to be a son of
a mother and father who were premier
educators in the life of historically
black colleges, to be able to see him
carry their leadership and move it to
the United Negro College Fund, which
is where I first came to know him, hav-
ing not served with him in his work,
but I knew him earlier because he and
Mickey Leland were dear friends. And
you can be assured that Mickey never
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left Washington up here. Whenever he
would come home, he would share his
stories with us, who looked up and
thought these stories of grandeur, of
leadership, of good fights to make
things better, and we would hear about
Bill Gray, his friend.

I remember Mickey leading the Con-
gressional Black Caucus and bringing
them to Houston. Bill Gray was there,
and they were talking about what a
challenge it was to leave Washington,
but they were glad to come to then not
really the fourth-largest city in the
Nation, but to come down South and
show what the Congressional Black
Caucus represented.

So I want to say that we are grateful
for the courage but also the astuteness
of his success: 56 years in the United
Negro College Fund, $1.6 billion, $1.5
billion, one-half of that was raised
under Bill Gray. He was serious about
his work.

Sometimes we don’t understand, and
this is, of course, for the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, because my Members
do, but first are to be respected. And it
should be known that our colleague,
Bill Gray, was the first African Amer-
ican to rise to the level of leadership
which he did. We say the words ‘‘major-
ity leader,” we say the words ‘‘chair-
man of the Budget Committee,” we say
the words ‘‘chair of the Democratic
Caucus,” but he was the first. He will
forever be in the annals of history, and
I think it is absolutely key that that is
the case.

I want to cite the bills, as my col-
league from California said, I want to
call them out: H.R. 1460, the Anti-
Apartheid Action Act of 1985; and the
Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of
1986, H.R. 4868. Those were the guys
who came together—we’ve mentioned
Ron Dellums and the whole expanse of
Members at that time who stood re-
solved that this Nation would not di-
minish its democratic ideals by engag-
ing with South Africa. And I think cou-
rageously he took a stand that we are
so proud of.

He was, of course, respected in Wash-
ington and appointed by the President
as an adviser and received a Medal of
Honor from the Haitian President
Aristide. He took leadership and he
took it with a great sense of dignity.

Let me conclude my comments by in-
dicating that Bill Gray always had a
smile on his face. He never stopped
working. There were many times he
came to my office not as a former ma-
jority leader but for an issue that he
may have had. As I know he went into
many Members’ offices, particularly
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus. It was always uplifting, but
Bill Gray always had a story of encour-
agement. He always had a smile and a
deep laugh. He was a good man, and I
want to leave this floor by saying good
men, good people die young. But what
we will always remember is that Bill
Gray walked in giant steps, not be-
cause of his height but because of his
service to America, his love of God, his
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love of people, and his love of his fam-
ily. He will be forever missed, and he
will be forever remembered. God bless
him. God bless his family, and God
bless his service.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in remembrance of
a great American, Congressman William “Bill”
Gray, who served more than a decade in this
great body.

Today, Members of both the House and the
Senate and people around this great Nation
mourn the passing of a legislator, a politician,
a pastor, a teacher, a public servant and most
of all a larger-than-life patriot.

The United States, the State of Pennsyl-
vania and Congress have lost a true hero in
Congressman Bill Gray. My heart went out to
his family, and the constituents he represented
upon learning of his passing last week. Con-
gressman Gray was a true patriot and devoted
his time here on earth to serving others in his
district, state, country, and around the world.
His presence with us will be deeply missed,
but | know that his legacy will live on for dec-
ades to come.

Congressman Bill Gray was born on August
20, 1943 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, but he
spent most of his childhood in Florida, where
his father served as the president of Florida
Normal and Industrial College, which later be-
came Florida A8zM University.

Congressman Gray, like his father, was a
strong supporter of education and leading ad-
vocate for strengthening America’s educational
systems. He earned several degrees: a bach-
elor's degree in 1963 from Franklin and Mar-
shall College, a Master's of Divinity in 1966
from Drew Theological Seminary, and another
Master's in Church History from Princeton
Theological Seminary in 1970. Additionally, he
was awarded more than 65 honorary degrees
from America’s leading colleges and univer-
sities.

Born into a family of ministers and edu-
cators, Congressman Gray carried on his fam-
ily traditions until his death. At an early age,
he accepted his calling to become a preacher,
and from that day, he proclaimed the Gospel
of Jesus in the church, in the community, and
even in the halls of Congress. His faith was
unshakable and undeniable; it was evident
that he lived his life based upon what he
preached.

Congressman Gray was the pastor of Bright
Hope Baptist Church in Philadelphia for more
than 25 years, a church pastored by his father
and grandfather. Under his leadership, the
congregation grew to more than 5,000 plus
members, and the church served tens of thou-
sands citizens in the community.

In addition to his church ministry, Congress-
man Gray served as a faculty member and
professor of history and religion at St. Peter's
College, Jersey City State College, Montclair
State College, Eastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, and Temple University. He spent
countless hours outside of the classroom pre-
paring students for success.

Elected to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives in 1978, Congressman Gray was
a persistent voice for equal rights, educational
access, and opportunity for all persons, in the
United States and abroad. He pushed tire-
lessly for more economic aid for Africa and
was a leading critic of the South African apart-
heid.

In 1985, Congressman Gray was elected as
the first African American Chair of the House
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Budget Committee where he introduced H.R.
1460, the “Anti-Apartheid Action Act of 1985”,
which prohibited loans and new investment in
South Africa and imposed sanctions on im-
ports and exports with South Africa. This bill
was an instrumental precursor to the Com-
prehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986 (H.R.
4868). Congressman Gray played a leading
role in shaping United States policy toward
South Africa, and awakening America to the
moral imperative of ending apartheid and
other injustices abroad.

In 1989, Congressman Gray was elected to
serve as the chairman of the Democratic Cau-
cus and later that year was elected Majority
Whip. He was the first African American to
hold these positions and his success inspired
a generation of African American elected offi-
cials.

In 1991, Congressman Gray resigned from
Congress to become the president and chief
executive officer of the United Negro College
Fund, UNCF, America’s oldest and most suc-
cessful black higher education assistance or-
ganization. As president, Congressman Gray
led the UNCF to new fund-raising records
while cutting costs and expanding programs
and services. Approximately one-half of the
more than $1.6 billion raised in UNCF’s history
was collected during Congressman Gray’s ten-
ure.

During the Clinton Administration, Congress-
man Gray served as President Clinton’s spe-
cial adviser on Haiti. He assisted President
Clinton in developing and carrying out policy
to restore democracy to Haiti. As a result of
his commitment to Haiti, Congressman Gray
and President Clinton received the Medal of
Honor from Haitian President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide.

Congressman Gray will always be, in a
word, a giant—of Philadelphia, of Congress,
and of our country. He was a leader and a
trailblazer for the people he represented. His
mission was to help people live better lives, to
do the work of his Christian faith, to advance
the moral evolution of humankind, to make
public policy that provided education, and to
bring justice and joy to all human beings one
decent act at a time.

Congressman Gray’s strong, powerful, and
influential voice will be missed. Philadelphia,
the United States and the world have lost a
great statesman in Congressman William “Bill”
Gray. My thoughts and prayers go out to his
family.

Mr. FATTAH. Thank you.

All of us have expressed our condo-
lences to the Gray family, his lovely
wife and three sons, but I want the
Members to take note that we have
with us this evening a number of Bill
Gray’s former staff members who are
here and they are in the gallery, and I
would just ask that we appropriately
acknowledge their presence.

I would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from the great State of New
York, Congressman MEEKS.

Mr. MEEKS. I want to thank the gen-
tleman for organizing the opportunity
to say thank you. First, thank you to
God for sending us Bill Gray. Thank
you to God for having an individual
who understands who he was, where he
came from, and how he got here, and
never forgetting about those least than
he. Bill Gray knew what his purpose
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was in life. Many individuals go
through this thing that we call life and
never find out what our purpose is. But
all you have to do is to look at the
works of Bill Gray, and you know his
purpose was to serve people, to serve
people who needed a hand up, to serve
people who sometimes are forgotten
about, to serve people to make sure
that their tomorrow was better than
their yesterday.

When I think of Bill Gray, one of the
first things that I was told when I got
elected to Congress, by an individual
who looked up to him, my predecessor,
the Reverend Floyd H. Flake, said that
Reverend Gray inspired him because,
like Reverend Gray, Reverend Flake
had a large congregation.
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And he understood how he could take
that skill, being a minister, and help
the masses.

In fact, I can recall a statement made
by Representative Gray when he was
appointed, when he was elected the
chair of the Budget Committee. They
asked him, What do you know about
budgets?

He said, Have you ever been the pas-
tor of a Baptist church? And he showed
that he did understand budgets and
money, and how to deal with it, and he
did it in such a masterful way.

He also understood the world, and the
global world. Even the last few con-
versations I had with him were about
the world, were about going out to
countries, whether they be on the con-
tinent of Africa or right here in North
America, whether it was in the West-
ern Hemisphere, and how he could help
people, all people, but especially people
of African descent, so that they too can
rise and see and accomplish all that
they could be.

So death is always—and I send my
condolences to the family—it’s a sad
thing. But when one has had such a
stellar life, when one has made the
kind of contributions, it’s a celebra-
tion. It’s a celebration that we need to
thank God for, and we need to thank
the fact that God sent him here so that
he could be that bright and shining
star for all to see and many to follow.

He leaves a legacy for us to follow.
We will follow. We will miss him, but
we thank him for his service to man-
kind.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentleman
and also would like to thank all who
have assisted the family at this time,
including the United States Depart-
ment of State, which assisted in deal-
ing with some of the issues around the
death of Bill Gray in another country.
And I want to thank them.

I yield to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE).

We have about 20 minutes left. The
gentlelady’s going to have 2 minutes,
the speaker that follows her is going to
have 2 minutes, and then we’re going
to be going down towards 1% minutes
from that point forward in order to
make sure that everyone has a chance
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to make comments. And I will reserve
the last 4 minutes for myself.

Ms. LEE of California. I want to
thank the gentleman for yielding time
and for leading our efforts tonight to
celebrate the life of our beloved Bill
Gray.

I first want to extend my condolences
to his loving wife, Andrea, and his
three sons.

My thoughts and prayers are with
Bill’s family, his extended family,
friends, the Bright Hope Baptist
Church family in Philadelphia and, of
course, the residents of Philadelphia.

I know that tonight, Bill’s friend and
colleague, my predecessor and good
friend, Ron Dellums, also sends his
sympathy and prayers to Bill’s family
and friends.

When Congressman Gray was elected
to Congress in 1978, I was a member of
then-Congressman Ron Dellums’ staff.
Congressman Gray hit the ground run-
ning, became chair of the Democratic
Caucus, majority whip, and chair of the
Budget Committee.

As the first African American in
many of his positions, he was truly a
trailblazer and paved the way for many
of us to follow.

As a congressional staffer, I worked
closely with his staff, and thank you so
much for recognizing them. I worked
with almost every one of them who are
here tonight, and we worked so closely
on sO many issues, especially edu-
cation, and his efforts with Congress-
man Dellums to put the United States
on the right side of history relating to
sanctions against then-racist apartheid
South Africa.

Congressman Gray treated staff with
respect, and he valued their counsel
and their hard work. And so I know
that all of Congressman’s Gray’s staff,
former staff, those who are here, and
others, mourn his loss and send their
sympathies.

In recalling so many wonderful
memories of Bill, one stands out for me
like no other. In 1980, Congressman Bill
Gray led a congressional delegation to
Sierra Leone in West Africa to partici-
pate in what was then the Africa-
America Institute’s conference.

I was privileged to represent my boss,
Ron Dellums, on this mission, and Sin-
gleton McAllister, his staffer, was on
that visit. Now, this was my first visit
to the land of my ancestors, so it was
exciting, and it was a moving visit for
me.

On the plane were many dignitaries,
including Ambassador Andrew Young.

Now, the leader of congressional dele-
gations had input into the menus
served on the plane. In Bill’s typical
way, he decided the delegation should
have soul food on the journey to Afri-
ca. We had fried chicken, greens, sweet
potatoes, macaroni and cheese, and
peach cobbler.

We visited several countries on this
trip, and I was amazed and so proud of
Congressman Gray’s command of the
issues in each country and his diplo-
macy with African leaders.
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I had the privilege to worship at the
Bright Hope Baptist Church in Phila-
delphia and learned what a great, pro-
phetic, and Spirit-filled preacher he
was. And I also marveled at how every
weekend he was in his church preach-
ing.

I had many memorable talks with
him about religion and politics. He was
dedicated to his country, his church,
his constituents and, most impor-
tantly, his God, and he understood very
clearly the importance of the separa-
tion of church and state.

What an incredible human being he
was. I have so many memories that I
could share, but in the interest of time,
I cannot do that tonight.

But I just want to say that when Bill
Gray learned I was running for Con-
gress in ’98, he became one of my most
consistent supporters and my dear,
dear friend. We had many conversa-
tions on the phone, many meetings;
and I'll always remember his words of
encouragement and wisdom.

I will miss the Honorable Congress-
man Reverend Bill Gray tremendously.
He touched my life in so many ways,
and for that he will always have a
place in my heart.

May his legacy live. May he rest in
peace.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I will
place in the RECORD a number of let-
ters from local elected officials: State
Senator LeAnna Washington, State
Senator Stack, and a number of State
legislators, including my own, Vanessa
Brown, and J.P. Miranda.

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
July 3, 2013.

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: It was with sad-
ness an shock that I received the news of the
untimely passing of The Honorable William
H. Gray, III.

Former Congressman Gray was a leader to
African-American elected officials through-
out Pennsylvania, but he was first and fore-
most a native son of Philadelphia. There is
no elected official in the city of Philadelphia
that has not been mentored or inspired by
Congressman Gray. His legacy—that of serv-
ing his constituents through not only his
Christian faith, but as an elected official—
and his dedication to ensuring a brighter fu-
ture for young African-American students
through the United Negro College Fund—will
not be one repeated in our lifetime.

My condolences to all those who knew, re-
spected, and loved Philadelphia’s Bill Gray.
He will truly be missed on many levels.

Sincerely,

LEANNA M. WASHINGTON,

4th Senatorial District, Philadelphia &
Montgomery Counties.

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
July 3, 2013.

To ALL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: I was deep-
ly saddened by the passing of former Con-
gressman, Rev. William H. Gray. Congress-
man Gray served his country, his community
and his family with grace, honor and integ-
rity. I will never forget his spirit and how he
treated everyone with kindness, respect and
dignity. He was a pillar in Washington and in
the community. He will be sorely missed.

Reverend Gray represented the Second
Congressional District of Pennsylvania and
rose to become Majority Whip of the House
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of Representatives, the first African Amer-
ican to earn that post. My family has a long
history in Philadelphia politics and Bill
Gray was always there for Philadelphia;
standing up for what is right and using his
position of power for equality. As the Chair-
man of the Budget committee, Congressman
Gray made sure Philadelphia was properly
represented on all issues. He was a pioneer in
the legislature, bridging the needs of many
different people and constituencies on many
different issues. As a minister, Rev. Gray
preached about brotherhood and unity. As a
father, Bill was a gentle soul whose family
always came first.

The memory of William H. Gray will live
on not only in written history, but in all of
the lives that he touched. Whether it was a
foreign dignitary or a constituent, Bill Gray
was a gracious man, a caring man, and a
leader. Our lives are richer for having known
him.

Sincerely,
SENATOR MIKE STACK,
5th Senatorial District.
PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATIVE BLACK
CAUCUS,
July 5, 2013.
Hon. CHAKKAH FATTAH,
2301 Rayburn HOB,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN FATTAH: As you are
aware, our nation lost one of its greatest and
most esteemed political figures last week,
former Congressman William H. Gray III.
The many superlatives and praises upon
which is due to this statesman pales in com-
parison to the overall impact and influence
that his life has had upon me personally, as
well as upon the Pennsylvania Legislative
Black Caucus’ (PLBC) membership collec-
tively.

One of the many lessons gleaned from
former Congressman Gray was that great-
ness is not born, but is instead nurtured, fos-
tered and developed. It is with this par-
ticular principle that Congressman Gray in-
spired countless of our nation’s leaders, po-
liticos and captains of industry to aspire for
greatness and success. However, most impor-
tantly, Congressman Gray was keen on em-
phasizing that prosperity is devoid of true
meaning unless one is inclined to share that
path to success with others.

Congressman Gray’s life, through his
words and actions, serves as a veritable tes-
tament to the unlimited possibility of what
can be achieved through faith, hard work
and determination, irrespective of race or
ethnicity. Therefore, the Pennsylvania Leg-
islative Black Caucus would like to take this
opportunity to formally recognize and honor
his life and innumerable contributions to the
African-American community, as well as to
our society-at-large.

Sincerely,

VANESSA LOWERY BROWN,
Chairwoman, Pennsyl-
vania Legislative
Black Caucus, State
Representative,
190th Legislative
District.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,
Harrisburg, July 4, 2013.

DEAR SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: Thank you
for allowing me the opportunity to express
my humble gratitude. I cannot tell you
enough on how much I appreciated having a
great role model during my life time such as
the late former Congressman William H.

Gray III.
In every generation there is always some

great person who has contributed so much to
society but what distinguished Congressman
Gray out from all the rest was not only did
he impact our generation but he also done it
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during some very crucial and critical mo-
ments in history.

Congressman William H. Gray III has done
many great things as a leader for me and
other individuals and for the community as
a whole. Growing up in northern Philadel-
phia it was extremely an honor to have been
able to have someone that you could admire
and respect as a leader and father figure.

Congressman Gray stood above all the rest
for me because he has help to open the doors
to many opportunities; one in particular was
the supporting efforts that ended Apartheid
in South Africa in addition to his huge con-
tribution and support of education, espe-
cially towards the Negro College Fund which
has given many young men and women a
chance to soar into vibrant and productive
leaders into society.

Again, I thank you for allowing me the op-
portunity to express my condolences on be-
half of the late former Congressman William
H. Gray III and let it be known that on this
day the 4th of July 2013, that he will never be
forgotten.

Sincerely,
J. P. MIRANDA,
State Legislator—I197th District.

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU
CONDOLENCES

In the Senate,

Whereas, The Senate of Pennsylvania
mourns the loss of the Honorable William
Herbert Gray III, a former member of the
United States House of Representatives, who
passed away on July 1, 2013, at the age of sev-
enty-one; and

Whereas, Born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
on August 20, 1941, Mr. Gray was a graduate
of Franklin and Marshall College, Drew
Theological Seminary and Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary. He became the senior min-
ister at the Bright Hope Baptist Church in
Philadelphia in 1972 and represented the 2nd
Congressional District in the United States
House of Representatives from 1978 until
1991. Lauded as the first African-American to
serve as Majority Whip, Mr. Gray was also
the first to chair the House Budget Com-
mittee, during which time he introduced an
influential anti-apartheid bill. President and
Chief Executive Officer of the United Negro
College Fund from 1991 until 2004, he served
as a special advisor to the President and Sec-
retary of State for Haitian Affairs in 1994
and was named to the PoliticsPA list of
Pennsylvania’s Top Political Activists. A co-
founder of Gray Loeffler LLC, Mr. Gray
served as a Director of Dell, J.P. Morgan
Chase and Company, Rockwell International
Corporation, Pfizer, Visteon Corporation and
Prudential Financial, Inc. He retired from
the Bright Hope Baptist Church in 2007; and

Whereas, Mr. Gray represented many
things to many people, among them a be-
loved family member, dedicated worker and
avowed community steward who generously
gave of his heart and time to enhance the
quality of life of his family and community;
now therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania note with great sad-
ness the passing of the Honorable William
Herbert Gray III, whose life greatly benefited
all those who lived, served and worked with
him; and extend heartfelt condolences to his
wife, Andrea Dash Gray; three sons, William
IV, Justin and Andrew; and many other fam-
ily members and friends; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this document,
sponsored by Senators Shirley M. Kitchen,
Lawrence M. Farnese, Jr., Vincent J.
Hughes, Michael J. Stack, Christine M.
Tartaglione, LeAnna M. Washington and An-
thony Hardy Williams, be transmitted to An-
drea Dash Gray.
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,

DEPARTMENT OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL,
Harrisburg, PA, July 3, 2013.

It is fitting that we honor the life and ac-
complishments of the late Congressman Wil-
liam H. Gray, III. As the first African Amer-
ican to chair the House Budget Committee
and serve as Majority Whip in Congress, Con-
gressman Gray was an inspiration to other
politicians across the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, as well as the nation. In these
roles, he used his skills as a negotiator and
coalition builder to work with members on
many issues of importance, including spend-
ing cuts that did not affect the most vulner-
able in our nation. Throughout his life, he
was a staunch supporter of strengthening our
educational system; supporting black col-
leges and universities and, during his time as
President of the United Negro College Fund,
working diligently to help minority students
receive a college education.

His strong faith permeated his entire life
and career. Serving as a spiritual advisor to
many, his combined role as pastor and public
servant allowed him to preach to both his
congregation and his constituents. He di-
rected his life towards service to God and
country and he demonstrated it in every-
thing he did. Congressman Gray will be re-
membered for his everlasting commitment
to public service and empowering people to
reach new heights.

I am deeply saddened by the loss of this
great man and extend my condolences to his
family and friends.

EUGENE A. DEPASQUALE,
Auditor General.

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM H. GRAY, III
(By Ralph Nurnberger)

Former House Majority Whip William H.
Gray, III, who passed away on July 1 while
visiting London, was my colleague in the
firm Gray Global, my tennis buddy for al-
most thirty years and most important, my
friend.

Three weeks before his fateful trip, Bill
Gray’s 97 year old mother was able to meet
President Barack Obama for the first time.
She told him that she never thought she
would live to see the day when an African
American could be elected President.

President Obama responded by telling her
how much he respected and admired her son.
In this, he is not alone.

The key to understanding the life of this
extraordinary man was his sense of mission,
essentially a commitment to helping others
and making the world a better and more
peaceful place.

After graduating from Franklin and Mar-
shall University and earning Master of Di-
vinity degrees at Drew University Theo-
logical Seminary and Princeton Theological
Seminary, Bill became a minister at Union
Baptist Church in Montclaire, New Jersey.
While pastoring at Union, Bill was also a
professor of religion and history at St.
Peter’s College. He later taught at Jersey
City State College, Montclair State, Eastern
Baptist Theological Seminary, and Temple
University.

Bill spent thirty-five years as the Pastor of
Bright Hope Baptist Church in Philadelphia.
He succeeded his father, who had, in turn
succeeded his father as the Pastor.

Shortly after assuming this pulpit, Martin
Luther King, Jr. advised Bill never to stop
his work at the Church, regardless of what-
ever else he might do in life. When the
Church grew and opened its new facility, Bill
and his father; and King and his father all
preached on the same Sunday. This was the
only time that King and his father both
preached at the same place on the same day
outside of Atlanta.
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Bill never forgot King’s admonition and
continued his leadership at the Church,
going to Philadelphia to preach almost every
Sunday.

Bill was first elected to Congress in 1978
and served as the Representative from the
Second Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania for thirteen years.

He was the first African American to head
his Party’s Caucus in the House of Rep-
resentatives; the first to Chair a financial
committee (Budget) in the House; and the
highest ranking African American in U.S.
legislative history (to date) when he became
the Majority Whip. He still has the distinc-
tion of being the highest ranking Member of
the Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation
to serve in the House. In 1988, his Party se-
lected him to chair the Presidential Plat-
form writing committee.

Bill Gray’s political accomplishments have
been well documented, but it is significant
that he saw personal achievements mainly as
a means to enable him to help others. In a
1991 interview with the New York Times,
Gray stated that ‘“My concept of power is
different from other people’s. I come from a
background of ministry and education in
which power is the ability to impact on peo-
ple’s lives.”

Although he was fiercely partisan, Gray
was able to work with enough Republicans to
secure passage of a budget prepared by his
committee; one which contained funding for
numerous social and educational programs.

Gray’s finest moment in Congress came
when he joined with former Representatives
Steve Solarz (D-NY) and Howard Wolpe (D-
MI) to draft a bill imposing sanctions on the
apartheid regime in South Africa. Gray was
able to use an even tougher sanctions bill in-
troduced by Representative Ron Dellums (D-
CA) as leverage in negotiations with Senate
conferees, which resulted in both chambers
accepting the Gray-Solarz-Wolpe bill.

President Ronald Reagan vetoed this bill
and gave a nationally televised address to
explain his actions. Speaker Tip O’Neill (D-
MA) then asked Gray to deliver the nation-
ally televised response to the President’s
veto message. Congress subsequently
overrode the veto, marking the first time
that any of Reagan’s foreign policy vetoes
had not been sustained.

The impact of this legislation was imme-
diately felt in South Africa, where the pro-
apartheid government soon collapsed and
Nelson Mandela was freed from prison. When
Mandela later spoke to a joint session of
Congress, Bill Gray accompanied him to the
podium. Mandela subsequently spoke to
Gray’s congregation at Bright Hope Baptist
Church. Appropriately, Gray was part of the
official United States Delegation to attend
Mandela’s inauguration as President of
South Africa in 1994.

He was aware that many Jews played sig-
nificant roles in the Civil Rights movement
and thus did all he could to improve Black-
Jewish relations. Together with George
Ross, in 1985 Gray founded ‘‘Operation Un-
derstanding’ an organization designed to
bring young Jewish and African Americans
together to promote respect, understanding
and cooperation while working to eradicate
racism, anti-Semitism and all forms of dis-
crimination.

At the height of his political career, in the
late 1980’s and early 90’s, there was specula-
tion that Gray would eventually become
Speaker of the House. Others encouraged
him to run for Governor or Senator from
Pennsylvania. There was even talk that he
might become the first serious African
American Presidential candidate.

Gray surprised everyone when he an-
nounced that he would leave Congress—and
politics—in 1991, in mid-term, to become the
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President and CEO of the United Negro Col-
lege Fund.

He explained that: “I can do more to help
more people, than I can even if I became
Speaker.” Between 1991 and 2004, Gray raised
over $2.6 billion in new funds for UNCEF.
Thus, there are thousands of young people
who would never have had the opportunity to
go to college if it were not for his efforts and
the quality of education offered at histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities has
dramatically improved.

President Bill Clinton appointed Gray in
1994 to be Special Advisor to the President
on Haiti. Gray was able to help promote sta-
bility, reduce the number of potential cas-
ualties and restore the democratically elect-
ed government.

Gray served on a number of major cor-
porate boards, including Dell, Pfizer, Pruden-
tial Financial and Prudential Insurance
Company of America, and JPMorgan Chase &
Co. John Strangfeld, Prudential’s Chairman
and CEO stated: ‘‘Bill was a highly respected
member of our board and a leader in all as-
pects of his life—a preacher, a legislator, a
businessman and a board director.”

After retiring from UNCF, together with
his son Justin, Bill Gray founded a govern-
ment relations and business advocacy firm,
now called Gray Global.

Gray spent the past years seeking to bring
about a resolution of the conflict concerning
the status of the Western Sahara region of
Morocco. He supported a solution initially
proposed by the Clinton administration that
the Western Sahara should remain under Mo-
roccan sovereignty but that the residents be
granted autonomy over their own affairs.
Gray was particularly concerned about the
fate of tens of thousands of refugees who are
still “warehoused’ in camps on the Algerian
side of the border by the Polisario Front.
Gray worked to secure freedom for these ref-
ugees, currently living under horrible condi-
tions in the Sahara Desert.

It is significant that Bill Gray’s most re-
cent foreign policy effort underscores his
life-long commitment to assist those in
need, especially people who are denied basic
human rights and dignity.

Bill Gray was a decent and caring man,
who spent his life surrounded by a loving
family and a wide range of friends and ad-
mirers.

Mr. FATTAH. I yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD).

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. I thank you,
Congressman FATTAH, for convening
this Special Order this evening, and I
thank you for doing so much for so
many.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to
my friend and great American, William
Herbert Gray, III.

I spoke by email today, Mr. Speaker,
with a family friend in Cincinnati, her
name is Barbara Bond, whose deceased
late husband, LaVelle, was Bill’s
friend. She informed me that Bill’s
closest of friends called him Herb, and
that Herb always insisted on paying for
the meal and telling his friends where
to sit at the dinner table.

Mr. Speaker, I first met Bill Gray
many years ago. He was a dear friend
of a mutual friend, Attorney Ralph
Stephens, of Raleigh, North Carolina,
who was also a minister and a lawyer.
Bill and Ralph’s relationship was very
deep. When Ralph passed away some
years ago, Bill came to Raleigh, con-
soled the family, and delivered the eu-
logy.

H4197

In fact, when Ralph’s older brother,
Dr. Claude Stephens, of Fayetteville,
passed away, Bill chartered a flight
from Washington to Fayetteville and
then flew back to Washington. He was
that type of human being, compas-
sionate and caring for his friends.

On Monday of last week, June 24, Bill
Gray telephoned me to say that he
wanted me to meet the former Ambas-
sador to Morocco. I agreed, and we met
at noon the following day in the Mem-
bers’ dining room here in the Capitol
for a delightful 1-hour meeting.

During the meeting, Bill reminisced
about his days here in the House of
Representatives and talked about his
work as majority whip. He reminded
me, Mr. FATTAH, that he’d never lost a
vote during his tenure. But he went on
to talk about how Democrats and Re-
publicans worked together on the big
issues of that day and solved problems.
And he mused about how that approach
to governance would be so valuable
today.

Bill also reminded me that when I
was first elected in 2004, he and Andrea
invited me to their Virginia home to
meet CEO Michael Dell of Dell, Incor-
porated.

Well, Mr. Speaker, as we departed
from the lunch last week, Bill gave me
a big hug and said something that men
generally don’t say to other men. He
said to me, Butter, I love you, man,
and we walked away.

Well, Bill Gray, we love you and will
celebrate your life and your work.

To Andrea and the entire Gray fam-
ily, I extend to you my warmest condo-
lences as you reflect on the life and
work of your loved one. May God bless
each of you.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentleman.

Bill Gray, for myself and my wife, for
my parents, for tens of thousands of
Philadelphians, was just a wonderful
human being who did so much to help
SO many.

And I think it is appropriate that the
Democratic leader has come to the
floor to address us on the occasion of
recognizing the service of someone
whom she served with, and they were
great friends. And so I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. PELOSI),
the Democratic leader.

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentleman
from Philadelphia for yielding and for
giving us this opportunity to sing the
praises of a great man, Chairman Bill
Gray, Democratic Whip Bill Gray.

Mr. Speaker, I had the privilege just
a few weeks ago of receiving a call
from Bill Gray. And I said, oh, it was
just out of the blue, wanting to know
how my family was doing, challenging
my husband to tennis, as always, tell-
ing him is he ready to get beaten by
me, and this or that.

He said, I just want to know how
things are. And he asked me how
things were going here, just a call of
friendship. And it was just so remark-
able to me that about 2 weeks later we
had the word.

He told me he was going to
Wimbledon, he was taking his sons to
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Wimbledon. He was going to go. He
loved tennis.

And then when we got the word, it
was just so strange, and I felt that God
had really truly blessed me because 1
had that opportunity to speak with
him, just out of the blue and within a
matter of weeks before his passing.

I did have the privilege of serving
with him. As I look around and see all
these much younger Members, maybe
they didn’t all serve with him, but they
knew of his great leadership for our
country.

Anybody who did serve with him, or
knew of the leadership of Bill Gray,
knew that he was, in a word, a giant, a
giant of Philadelphia, a giant of the
Congress, a giant of our country. He
was a leader and a trailblazer, a proud
Representative of the people of Phila-
delphia. He just loved his district, a
man who left his mark on the history
of his city.

His time in Congress was an exten-
sion of his family business, public serv-
ice, serving the community, acting on
the values of his faith, giving back to
his neighbors and the less fortunate.

Others have spoken about how he
made this choice. This is a man who
could have done anything in life. He
had the talent. He had the stamina. He
had the energy, the values and the rest.
He was a success in anything he strove
to do, but he chose the path that his
family had laid out for him, minis-
tering to the needs of people.

In the House of Representatives, Con-
gressman Gray will forever stand as a
first. He was the first African Amer-
ican to serve as chair of the Budget
Committee, a very big deal, the first
African American to serve as the ma-
jority whip in the House.

He sounded the alarm, not only about
the injustices of apartheid in South Af-
rica, but about what America and Con-
gress could do to end it.

He broadened the reach of his public
service beyond Congress, helping send
more young people to college, as presi-
dent and CEO of the United Negro Col-
lege Fund, and how excited he was
about that.

He did everything with gusto, wheth-
er it was serving as a Member, as a
chairman, as the whip, and then to
have his values be the focus of his work
at the United Negro College Fund.

To serve alongside Bill Gray, I'm
sure all of my colleagues will attest,
was to be inspired by his passion and
his commitment, by his focus on the
future, and by his belief in the common
good. It was an honor and privilege to
know him as a colleague, a special
privilege for any of us who had that
privilege to call him friend.

We only hope it is a comfort to his
wife, Andrea, whom he adored. I hope it
is a comfort to Andrea and to William
IV, to Justin, and to Andrew, that so
many people mourn their loss, are
praying for them at this sad time.

Well, he went doing what he enjoyed,
at Wimbledon. Watching Wimbledon all
weekend, all I could think of was Bill
Gray being there.
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So many people loved him. So many
people share the grief of the Gray fam-
ily. All I can say is that, knowing him
over all of these years, he lived life to
the fullest.
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Though he left us too soon, what he
packed into his years of life and service
and leadership was something so re-
markable. So that’s why I thank the
gentleman for recognizing Bill Gray
and giving us the opportunity to do so
on the floor with the admiration and
affection that you have brought to this
meeting this evening through all of the
voices of our colleagues.

I'm sure we’ll be saying more and
more about Bill Gray. He wasn’t into
titles. He liked having the titles, but
he liked the friendship of being called
Bill Gray.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentlelady,
and I thank her for her leadership in
this House and her own extraordinary
career that continues as we go forward.

I yield to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. WATT).

Mr. WATT. Thank you, Mr. FATTAH,
for convening us here and for coordi-
nating this.

I’'d like to rise and pay tribute to the
memory of Bill Gray also. Unlike our
leader, I never had the pleasure of serv-
ing with Bill Gray. Maybe people will
wonder why so many people have
flocked to the floor to pay tribute to
him. We put him in the same category
that we put Shirley Chisholm, with
whom I never served, or George H.
White, with whom I never served, or
many other people who came before us;
because we stand on their shoulders
and recognize that, but for the con-
tributions that they made, we would
not be here.

And I come because Bill Gray was a
friend, even though I never served with
him. He regularly checked in with
those of us who served just to call and
say hello and encourage us to stay
committed to the task that we are sent
here to undertake. He regularly
checked in with me because he knew I
also played tennis and loved tennis and
that I'd been to Wimbledon before. So I
guess the great thing about it is that
he died in the middle of making a trip
to do something and observe something
that he really loved—and with a mem-
ber of his family.

I want to thank Representative
FATTAH for convening this Special
Order, and I extend my condolences to
Bill Gray’s family. We’ll remember him
forever and ever. Amen.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentleman.

The Sunday after Bill Gray left Con-
gress, he preached a sermon, where he
said that he was chasing his mission.
And his mission wasn’t money. It
wasn’t being in Congress. It was serv-
ing people. And he was leaving the Con-
gress to go lead this fine scholarship
organization, the UNCF. He did an ex-
traordinary thing in terms of con-
vincing people of the likes of Bill Gates
to write a billion-dollar check at one
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sitting. No one had ever gotten a check
that large on behalf of young people in
our country who seek an education.
Bill Gray had the gift of being a Bap-
tist preacher who was always opti-
mistic.

I yield to the gentleman from Min-
nesota, KEITH ELLISON.

Mr. ELLISON. I thank the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. Speaker, young people often say,
I'm interested in politics; I'm inter-
ested in public service. Who might I
look at to model myself after?

I can think of very few people who
would be better than someone like Mr.
William Gray, Congressman Gray, Rev-
erend Gray. He held so many titles.

I did have the pleasure of meeting
him. Of course, I never served with
him, but I did get to know him, and I
got to know him in a strange way. He
just called me up at my office. I said,
Bill Gray is calling me? I was a brand
new Member. I was just happy to be
here. But Bill Gray thought, Hey,
you’re a Member of Congress. I'm wel-
coming you to this institution, and I
want to have a relationship with you.

I sat down with him, got to know
him, and he actually spent his time
and gave me the honor of his presence
on many occasions. I thought to my-
self, Bill Gray is an excellent role
model because:

One, he has a spirit of optimism. He
was always, whenever I was around
him, happy, smiling, upbeat, and be-
lieving it can be done;

Two, he was never too important—
though he was very important—to give
his time to people. No matter who
those folks might be, even a freshman
Congressman like I was when he called
me;

Three, he’s a person who had a cer-
tain sense of self-possession. He was
sure that a college education for kids
was right. And because he was sure
that he was right about it, his enthu-
siasm for the subject kind of infected
people around him it. It doesn’t sur-
prise me that Bill Gates would write
the check, because he’s talking to Bill
Gray.

And so if you really want to be suc-
cessful, look and study Bill Gray. None
of us are going to be here forever. May
we all leave the legacy of a great man
like Bill Gray.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentleman.

It was said by Ben Hooks on one oc-
casion that we’re all passing one by
one and we should not get caught with
our work undone. So Bill got his work
done.

I yield to the gentlelady from the
great State of New York, YVETTE
CLARKE, who was born on the best day
on the calendar. We share birthdays.
But she is much more beautiful and
brilliant than I.

Ms. CLARKE. To my colleague, Con-
gressman CHAKA FATTAH, it was a great
day, November 21.

But let me just say this: I want to
thank you for your leadership. It is
very appropriate that we’re here on the
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House floor, a place where Mr. Gray’s
power was most profoundly felt, and
that you, being his successor in office,
would lead us through what, for many
of us, is a day of celebration and com-
memoration of his life.

On behalf of the people of the Ninth
Congressional District, I'm here to ex-
press our most profound condolences to
the family of Congressman Bill Gray
and, as I've said, to celebrate his life
and the legacy that he’s left for all of
us.

Trailblazer, man of God, outstanding
husband, father, preacher, skilled nego-
tiator, consensus builder, majority
whip, and servant leader, these are just
a few of the words that describe the
Honorable William H. Gray.

As a pioneering Member of Congress,
William H. Gray III was an industrious
public servant who worked diligently
to provide equal rights, education, and
service to the people of his district and,
indeed, our Nation. He was a trail-
blazer for so many who have followed
in his footsteps in the House of Rep-
resentatives, including myself, and
paved the way for many more to fol-
low.

Congressman Gray represented the
Second District of Pennsylvania from
1979 to 1991. He was the first African
American to become majority whip of
the House of Representatives in 1989,
the third-ranking House leadership po-
sition. He also served as the first Afri-
can American to serve as the chair of
the Budget Committee of the House of
Representatives and was a member of
the House Appropriations Sub-
committee on Transportation and For-
eign Operations.

Congressman Gray, along with many
of the CBC at that time, led the effort
back in the mid-1980s to end U.S. sup-
port of apartheid. When he retired from
the House of Representatives, he went
on to become president and CEO of the
United Negro College Fund, where he
led the efforts to raise more than $2.3
billion for HBCUs, which was extraor-
dinary.

I'm sure my colleagues have re-
counted over and over and over all that
he has done. I’'m just putting an excla-
mation point because I think it’s worth
repeating that the people of this Na-
tion need to know what an outstanding
servant, Congressman, and preacher
Congressman Bill Gray III was. We
miss him dearly.

He was passionate about education
and believed it was the greatest tool
towards a brighter future. I believe my
colleague, Congressman FATTAH, and
he must have melded DNA—or maybe
it’s a Philly thing. I don’t know. But
certainly I know that this is the legacy
that he has left for Congressman
FATTAH, for all of us to follow.

Congressman Gray hails from a long
lineage of preachers. Before coming to
Congress, Congressman Gray served as
the pastor of Bright Hope Baptist
Church in north Philadelphia, where he
served as pastor for 35 years. He was a
real renaissance man who had been
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able to manage several careers
throughout his lifetime. He succeeded
his father, William H. Gray, Jr., who
preached there for 22 years, and his
grandfather, William H. Gray, Sr., who
served there for 24 years. While in Con-
gress, he returned to Philadelphia on
weekends just to preach. He leaves an
amazing legacy that will never be for-
gotten and that will be a part of our
Nation’s history for generations to
come.

During this time of grief, I hope that
his family and all of us will find solace
in our memories and comfort will be
bestowed upon the family and loved
ones at this time of their bereavement.
I will continue to keep the family and
his parishioners and those who hold
him dear in my prayers and hope that
the Lord will continue to be with them
at this time.

Mr. FATTAH. Let me thank the gen-
tlelady.

I yield to my fraternity brother and
colleague from the great Common-
wealth of Virginia.

November 21 is a great day.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind the Members that
the rules do not allow references to oc-
cupants of the gallery.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I thank my Alpha brother for yielding.

It was with great sadness that I
learned of the passing of our Alpha Phi
Alpha brother, the Honorable William
Herbert Gray III, on July 1, 2013. My
thoughts and prayers are with Rev-
erend Gray’s family during this dif-
ficult time.

Reverend Gray was a public servant
in the truest sense of the word. He
found many ways to effect change in
the lives of the citizens of Philadelphia
and, later, citizens across the country
and the world. After his father stepped
down as senior pastor of Bright Hope
Baptist Church, he succeeded him and
served as senior pastor for more than
35 years.

Well-known as a consensus-builder in
the Philadelphia community, Reverend
Gray leveraged those relationships into
an opportunity to represent the Second
Congressional District of Pennsylvania
and the U.S. House of Representatives.
During his tenure, he rose to the influ-
ential positions of chairman of the
Budget Committee and majority whip
of the House of Representatives. He
was the first African American ever to
assume the position of majority whip.
He wielded these positions of power to
advance an agenda of social justice for
all Americans and social justice for
those who suffered under the apartheid
in South Africa.

After his departure from Congress, he
found opportunities to further advo-
cate for social equality through his
service as president and CEO of the
United Negro College Fund. During his
tenure, he helped raise over $2.3 billion
so students could continue their dream
of affording and achieving a college
education.
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He will be missed by his former col-
leagues in the House of Representa-
tives and the many people who were
positively affected by his life’s work.
He will also be missed by his congrega-
tion at Bright Hope Baptist Church.
His dedication to his congregation was
always apparent, as evidenced by his
continued preaching throughout his
tenure in Congress and his tenure with
the United Negro College Fund.

Reverend Gray was a shining exam-
ple of what it means to be a public
servant, and his strong, influential
voice will be sorely missed.

Mr. FATTAH. I thank the gentleman.
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There are many who are honored to
serve in this House. There are few who
honor the House through their service.
Bill Gray honored the House through
his service.

But I knew Bill Gray as a preacher
from north Philadelphia. He con-
structed the Philadelphia Mortgage
Plan, the Philadelphia Insurance Plan,
the guard against red-lining neighbor-
hoods and green-lining neighborhoods
in north Philadelphia and northwest
Philadelphia. I saw him deal with the
challenges of bringing resources for
transportation and infrastructure and
job training into Philadelphia as a
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee—which no one actually nor-
mally talks about. They talk about his
chairmanship of the Budget Com-
mittee, but as an appropriator, he did a
great deal to move our country for-
ward.

So as I move to close, I want to
thank his family for sharing Bill Gray
with the rest of the world. Not just
here in the Congress, but all around
the world Bill Gray worked to make a
difference.

And I want to thank his church fam-
ily. Because on this Saturday, when
he’s funeralized, there will be people
flying in from all over. But the people
who he married and baptized, the peo-
ple who he consoled on their sick beds,
to them, he was their pastor.

For those who served with him in the
House, they learned a great deal from
Bill Gray’s service here, which is that
it’s not the length or the number of
terms, it’s what we do when we have
the power to make a difference. He was
truly an impact player.

As a tennis player, he had a great,
aggressive net game. He played aggres-
sively, and he always played to win. I
thank the House and I thank my col-
leagues for taking out this time to rec-
ognize his service, his life, his legacy,
and his leadership.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | would also
like to thank my colleague, Mr. FATTAH, for
leading the CBC’s celebration of Congress-
man William H. Gray, llI's life and legacy. Our
nation has lost a strong community leader and
devoted public servant.

Elected to the House of Representatives in
1978, Congressman Bill Gray proudly served
the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Second Con-
gressional District for over ten remarkable
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years. As a Member of Congress, he was a
tireless advocate for the people of Philadel-
phia and a pioneer for a new generation of Af-
rican-American elected officials.

He was a trailblazer who fought to protect
the most vulnerable individuals in his commu-
nity, in our country, and around the world.

During his tenure in Congress, Congress-
man Gray later became Chairman of the
Democratic Caucus and Majority Whip for the
party. With these Leadership positions, he be-
came the highest-ranking African American
ever to serve in Congress. His congressional
record and service continues to inspire us all.
During the four years he served as Chair of
the House Budget Committee, Congressman
Gray was the chief point man in budget nego-
tiations between the Democratic Congress and
the Reagan Administration. He was no strang-
er to reaching across the aisle to build con-
sensus and work in a bipartisan manner.

He wielded his Budget Committee gavel for
the good of the international community press-
ing for more economic aid for Africa and lead-
ing the critique of South African apartheid.

As a staunch supporter of education, he
was a key advocate for strengthening and im-
proving our nation’s schools.

Upon his retirement from Congress, Rep-
resentative Gray became president and chief
executive officer of the United Negro College
Fund from 1991 to 2004, where he led the
Fund to new fund-raising records while cutting
costs and expanding programs and services.

Congressman Gray was truly transformative
for our communities and especially for our
young people.

In 1994, President Clinton appointed Con-
gressman Gray as a special advisor to Haiti
and in that role he assisted President Clinton
in developing and carrying out policy to re-
store democracy to Haiti. Due to his service,
in 1995, the Congressman received the Medal
of Honor from the Haitian government.

Congressman Gray'’s lifelong commitment to
his community, to public service, and to his
family was truly admirable and inspirational.
To his wife, Andrea, his three sons and his
many grandchildren, know that you are in our
hearts and our prayers. And, | say to you, cel-
ebrate Bill’'s life, because he lived a life that
was full of honor and integrity. Not only did he
inspire each one of us with his service, he in-
spired the Nation.

| am truly privileged to be able to stand here
and honor Congressman Gray.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Bill Gray lived
the very definition of a fulfilled life—full of fam-
ily, friends, history making as a public man
and above all, as a public servant. The first
African American House Majority Whip, third in
rank in the House, first African American chair
of the House Budget Committee, Member of
the House from Pennsylvania, author of the
1985 and 1986 South Africa sanction bills, a
storied leader who broke fundraising records
as the Chief Executive Officer of the United
Negro College Fund, and pastor of Bright
Hope Baptist Church for 25 years. At his pre-
mature death, Bill was co-chairman of his own
consulting firm, GrayLoeffler and Corp.

However, the highlights of Bill’s life of public
service did not fully define the man. Bill Gray
left the Congress before | was elected and
many were convinced that he would become
the first African American Speaker of the
House, had he chosen to remain in Congress.
However, you did not have to be a member of
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Congress to get to know Bill Gray, so wide-
ranging were his contributions, activities and
his friendships.

Bill was gifted with an agile mind, a mag-
netic personality, and a generous spirit. The
shock, regret, and profound sadness Bill’s loss
leaves are mitigated only by the certain knowl-
edge of a life fully, richly, and generously
lived.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, today we honor
someone who truly embodied what it means to
be a “public servant,” former Congressman
Bill Gray. Whether it was during his time as a
professor, as a Member of Congress, or as
President of the United Negro College Fund,
Congressman Gray spent his entire life self-
lessly serving others.

He exemplified the characteristics of a true
leader and was a model for all of us here in
this chamber. More than anything, Congress-
man Gray loved Philadelphia, he loved the
people he served, and every day he dedicated
himself to making the lives of those less fortu-
nate just a little bit better.

Congressman Gray’s affinity for education
began long before he became President of the
United Negro College Fund, when he was
teaching in my home State of New Jersey. As
a professor of history and religion at St.
Peter's College, Jersey City State College,
and Montclair State College, he helped
change the lives of hundreds of young men
and women throughout my district.

This passion for education continued
throughout his life as Congressman Gray be-
came a leading advocate in changing the
American educational system.

To Congressman Gray, adversity was a wel-
come challenge. He broke down racial barriers
as the first African-American Majority Whip
Leader and Chairman of the House Budget
Committee. He also led the charge to help
end apartheid.

These remarkable achievements paved the
way for me and other African American lead-
ers to follow.

Despite his incredible accomplishments in
Congress, Congressman Gray never stopped
serving and always believed he could do
more.

Returning to his true passion—education—
Congressman Gray became President of the
United Negro College Fund. There, he remark-
ably helped raise more than half of UNFC'’s
$1.6 billion in funds to help open the door for
thousands of African-American students who
merely had a dream and the drive to go to col-
lege. With Congressman Gray’s help, those
dreams have been turned into reality.

I am incredibly grateful for Congressman
Gray’s tireless years of civil service and for
being a model of true leadership. My condo-
lences and prayers go out to his family and
the people of Philadelphia during this difficult
time. Congressman Gray will certainly be
missed, but has left a mark on this Nation.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to a re-
markable man, a former Committee Chair, Ma-
jority Whip of this distinguished body and an
outstanding American, Congressman Bill Gray.

In 1972, Congressman Gray succeeded his
father to serve as the Senior Pastor of Bright
Hope Baptist Church in Philadelphia, a posi-
tion he held until 2007. It was through the
church and his family where he first learned
the benevolence of kindness and value of
public service.
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Congressman Gray, first elected to Con-
gress from Pennsylvania’s 22nd District in
1979, worked tirelessly to promote the civil
rights of all people. His dedication to this
cause extended further than the boundaries of
our country and touched countless lives. In
Congress, Congressman Gray was instru-
mental in passing legislation aimed at ending
apartheid practices in South Africa.

Throughout his tenure in Congress, Con-
gressman Gray achieved many firsts. Most no-
tably, he rose to become Chairman of the
Budget Committee, a first by an African Amer-
ican. He also served as Majority Whip, the top
three job in the House leadership and the
highest position occupied by an African Amer-
ican elected official up to that point.

Congressman Gray was a strong advocate
for educational policies, and later led the
United Negro College Fund, which supports
scholarship programs for African American
students and more than three dozen private
historically black colleges. In 1999, Congress-
man Gray helped to secure a $1 billion pledge
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
for scholarships to be administered by the
fund. This is believed to be the largest single
act of philanthropy in the history of American
higher education.

I had many opportunities to personally
speak with Congressman Gray.

Congressman Gray was an advocate of
strong family values, as he displayed in his
marriage with his wife, Andrea, and three
sons, William 1V, Justin and Andrew.

Mr. Speaker, it is incumbent upon this body
to acknowledge Congressman Gray’s achieve-
ments and life of public service which have
improved our Nation.

On behalf of the people of the 30th Con-
gressional District of Texas and the United
States Congress, | extend my heartfelt sym-
pathy and celebrate his life of service.

——————

IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
VALADAO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs.
BACHMANN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity that we have
in this body to be able to come before
the American people and talk about
issues of the day that impact all of us.
We’re talking about one today, and
that’s really dealing more than any-
thing with the economy and the prob-
lems that we’re having with job cre-
ation. What we want to do in this econ-
omy is make sure that everyone who’s
in the middle class has a chance and an
opportunity for a job, and for work and
for employment.

It was really troubling because there
was a story that came out recently
that said that over half of all of the
adults in the United States—over
half—don’t have a full-time job. That’s
what people need. We all know that
people want to be self-supporting, they
want to be able to support their fami-
lies, but right now we have a real prob-
lem because too many adults don’t
even have a full-time job.

For a lot of Americans who are
watching tonight, a full-time job isn’t
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