H4084

Same-sex couples form families. Our
immigration laws are supposed to
honor families. So, Mr. President,
please make it clear, from your office
on down that family unity means all
families. We’ve waited long enough.

The Highest Court in the land helped
us take another step against discrimi-
nation. Now we must make sure that
the administration of the law catches
up with the letter and the spirit of the
law. All families, like Steven and Sean,
must be recognized as families for the
purposes of our immigration law.

What a difference a day makes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
AMODEI). Members are reminded to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

———

HONORING MAX FLEISCHMANN,
JR., A GREAT AMERICAN FROM
THE GREATEST GENERATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to honor my father, Max
Fleischmann, Jr.

My dad passed away last Saturday.
We buried him Monday in the National
Cemetery in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
and I wanted to talk to America today
about a very special man.

My dad was born in Astoria, New
York, on December 29, 1925. He grew up
during the Great Depression. His sto-
ries were legend. He talked to me about
dime movies and penny candy, about
radio, about what it was like to grow
up in the Great Depression when his fa-
ther had to take in other families to
live with them. This generation was
coined, later, as the Greatest Genera-
tion, and now I know why.

He would have folks come and visit
the house. A fellow by the name of Moe
Howard and his wife, Helen, would
come by and sing and play the piano.
Moe Howard was playing with a little-
known group then called The Three
Stooges. He would have a lady by the
name of Gladys Weiss come and visit
their home. Her late brother was a ma-
gician, an escape artist who had been
deceased, called Harry Houdini. These
stories were tremendous. He talked to
me about his first Coca-Cola at the 1939
World’s Fair and what it was like to
drink that.

He was an incredible man. He had one
good eye. He stood 5 feet, 2% inches. He
took 7 years to graduate from high
school because he quit high school to
join World War II.

When he showed up to serve in the
United States Army, they said, Young
man, you can go home. You’re what we
call 4-F. You've got one good eye.
You’ve got poor skin. You're short.
You can go home. He said, No, I want
to serve; I want to serve.

And serve he did. They let him serve.
And he went to the China-Burma-India
theater. He didn’t even know a war was
going on in that part of the world be-
cause his brother was serving in the
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South Pacific and he had cousins serv-
ing in Europe. But he was 18 years old,
and he went on a ship and on a plane
and on a train and ended up in Burma.
Over 2V years later, he returned home
and he went and finished high school.

My dad was a hardworking man, a
company man. He always showed up
and gave 100 percent wherever he
worked. But he had a lot of hard work
and he had a lot of hard luck. Some-
times these companies would go out of
business that he worked at.

He did not have a formal education.
An education was something that stood
out to him.
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And the reason I say that is in hon-
oring him today I wanted to talk about
the importance of education. I was the
first person to get to go to college in
my family. He married my mother in
1961. I was born in 1962. But tragically,
when I was 9 years old, an only child,
my mother got cancer and passed away
a few years later. She lost that tragic
battle. There were times he had no
health insurance, there were times he
didn’t have a job. He would go all over
the country—New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago.

But one thing he insisted on. He said:
“My son is going to get an education.”
That was so important. And I did. He
put 20 bucks away a week so that I
could have an education. I got to go to
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

But we didn’t know that was not
going to be the end of the story. Be-
cause when I finished up at Illinois he
said: ‘“What are you going to do?” He
said: ‘“You’re bright, you have an edu-
cation, but what are you going to do?”
So he said: “Go to law school.” He
helped me through law school and paid
for law school too. He got to see me get
a college education and get a law de-
gree.

He had a lot of hard luck, but he al-
ways worked hard and he made a great
decision. He retired to Chattanooga,
Tennessee. When he retired to Chat-
tanooga, my wife and I started a law
firm. In that law firm, we succeeded as
a small business. He saw me scrimp and
save and work hard 6 and 7 days a
week. He always said: ‘“Work hard,
make sure your kids get a good edu-
cation.” He did that.

He was a big part in the life of my
three sons, Chuckie, Jamie, and Jef-
frey. They’re 24, 22, and 16 now. They
honored him this week with me at the
National Cemetery. What a man. He
loved this country, he served this coun-
try, he never forgot the Greatest Gen-
eration who gave so much for this
country, and he was a good guy. He was
honest to the core.

He got to live to see me elected to
this great House. Sometimes we get
ratings 6 percent, 10 percent, 11 per-
cent. He loved to watch this House. He
really liked it when I got to sit in the
Chair. He would call all the relatives:
“My son is presiding over the House
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today.” But ladies and gentlemen, we
have a great country, a wonderful
country. He knew that. Only in Amer-
ica could you do something like this—
come from last to first.

So I just wanted to say today: Thank
you to my dad. Staff Sergeant Max

Fleischmann, Jr., you did well. God
bless you.
——
SEQUESTER
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. I know that I—before I
get to my remarks—join all the House
in saying thank you to your father and
to the Greatest Generation, who not
only fought the terrorists of their time
but came home and built the greatest
economy the world has ever seen and
gave us all opportunities of our genera-
tion. I'm older than you are, but of our
generation. So I thank you for your
comments. I know that your father is
extraordinarily proud of you and ex-
traordinarily proud of the remarks you
just made showing how proud you are
of him.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, the majority
party is set to recess this House for a
week, leaving in place their economy-
stifling and irrational policy of seques-
ter.

We talked about the Greatest Gen-
eration. I fear that this generation is
going to be the greediest generation,
who are not going to leave our children
the great economy that was left to us
but will leave an economy that is limp-
ing because of the policies that we pur-
sued and the debt that we have in-
curred.

When sequester took effect 17 weeks
ago, it was the culmination of an effort
by the extreme wing of the majority
party to impose severe and senseless
cuts across the Federal Government
without regard for the real con-
sequences to our economy, our na-
tional security, and our most vulner-
able citizens.

Let me review just some of its many
consequences.

Head Start and title I:

We will lose between 70,000 and
130,000 seats in Head Start for some of
the most vulnerable children in Amer-
ica; 10,000 teachers’ jobs will be at risk
in title I to teach some of our most
vulnerable children.

Social Security Administration:

Furloughs will cause delays in proc-
essing retirement and disability
claims.

Nutrition for vulnerable populations:

Four million fewer Meals on Wheels
for our seniors who rely on them for a
daily nutritional meal.

Housing:

125,000 housing vouchers, perhaps
more, will be eliminated for people who
need housing.

Unemployment insurance:

Emergency unemployment insurance
past 26 weeks will be cut 11 percent for
people who cannot find a job, in part
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because there has been no jobs legisla-
tion put on this floor since we’ve been
here this year.

FDA:

2,100 fewer food safety inspections, an
18 percent reduction in making sure
that the food we eat is safe and
healthy.

On top of these, it also erodes our
military readiness, with one-third of
our combat aircraft on the ground, not
being flown, training not being done.

As the Washington Post columnist
David Ignatius pointed out last Friday,
sequestration is forcing the military to
cut back on training programs vital to
our defense readiness, and yet we fiddle
while Rome is burning.

David Ignatius writes:

The Army is sharply cutting training
above the basic squad and platoon level. All
but one of the combat training center rota-
tions scheduled for brigades this fiscal year
have been canceled. Depot maintenance has
been halted for the rest of the fiscal year.
The Army will cut 37,000 flying hours from
its aviation training.

The list goes on and on, Mr. Speaker.

In February, Army Chief of Staff
General Ray Odierno told Congress:

Should a contingency arise, there may not
be enough time to avoid sending forces into
harm’s way unprepared.

On July 12, Mr. Speaker, civilian de-
fense personnel at the Pax River Naval
Air Station, which I represent, are
scheduled to begin furloughs as a result
of the sequester. That’s a personal con-
cern to me, it’s a concern to their fami-
lies, but more broadly than that it’s a
concern to the national security of
every American citizen. Those folks
are among the hundreds of thousands
of civilian defense workers in Maryland
and across the country who are set to
be furloughed next month unless—un-
less—Congress acts. Congress can end
these arbitrary and irrational cuts by
replacing the sequester in its entirety
as part of a big and balanced solution
to deficits.

We had a deal. It was called the
Budget Control Act. OMB now esti-
mates it cut $1.4 trillion. It’s not as if
we’ve ignored the deficit—$1.4 trillion.
But we didn’t get all the way to where
the Speaker said we needed to be and,
therefore, we adopted the sequester,
which irrationally cuts across the
board the highest priority and the low-
est priority.
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Our ranking member on the Budget
Committee, Democrat CHRIS VAN HOL-
LEN, has tried seven times to bring to
this floor legislation to exactly modify
this policy so that we have a rational,
national security protecting, wvulner-
able citizens-protecting alternative
while saving and getting to the same
budget deficit reducing number—the
same. However, our Republican col-
leagues have refused the opportunity
to consider that on this floor.

We hear a lot about the Speaker say-
ing, Let the House work its will. Seven
times we have asked this House leader-
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ship to give us the opportunity to work
our will. The best way to achieve the
balanced alternative to the sequester
and put America’s fiscal house in order
would be through a bipartisan agree-
ment on a budget. Leader PELOSI is
going to name our conferees in just a
few minutes. This Saturday will be the
100th day since the House passed its
budget and after we demanded that the
Senate pass a budget, Mr. Speaker.
Still, 100 days later, no action on this
floor by the majority party to go to
conference—to sit down and try to
come to an agreement. That’s what de-
mocracy is about, coming to an agree-
ment. This House should not be going
into recess without first appointing
conferees.

Ten percent of Americans think
we’re worth anything. I need to talk to
them because they’re not sure what’s
going on here, apparently.

I believe there is a bipartisan major-
ity of Members—I hope that’s the
case—who will support a balanced ap-
proach that restores fiscal discipline
and ends this irrational, commonsense-
defying sequester. Let the House work
its will, Mr. Speaker. It’s time to ap-
point budget conferees. It’s time for a
balanced alternative to the sequester.
As the sequester continues, there is no
time to waste; and we ought to stay
here and get the job done. Regular
order, regular order, regular order—I
hear it all the time. The problem is we
are not following regular order—to the
detriment of our country and our citi-
zZens.

————

ATTACK ON SHIITE MUSLIMS IN
EGYPT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. First of all, I want to
say nice job to CHUCK FLEISCHMANN for
his comments on his father.

Then, before my colleague from
Maryland leaves, I want to make sure
that he understands that we under-
stand the history of this whole budget
process.

The Nation is $16 trillion in debt. It
was the President’s proposal to seques-
ter; and it was his vote, along with my
vote, that passed the Budget Control
Act that enacted sequester. So, many
of us are not just going to come to the
floor and get lectured to on this proc-
ess of how do you eventually get con-
trol of this national debt.

Sequester is a tough process. It’s a
tough pill to take. It’s the first time
we’ve ever cut real dollars. As I tell my
colleagues, in the big picture of a $16
trillion debt, it’s pocket lint. It’s such
a small percentage of our future obli-
gations, and that’s where the debate on
entitlement programs has to go. It’s
Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security,
and the interest payment on our debt
that, if we don’t get control actuarially
in the out-years, we will continue to
have to cut the discretionary budget,
which is damaging to all of those
things my colleague mentioned.
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Yet for him to come down and profess
outrage over a proposal that the Presi-
dent presented to this body and then to
profess outrage when he voted for the
bill, I think it’s just the height of hy-
pocrisy.

That’s not what I came down to the
floor to talk about, but this gives us an
opportunity to respond. I did want to
talk about the recent occurrences in
Egypt which identify persecution.

The Middle East is a continually
changing region. We have had citizens
protesting their nondemocratic govern-
ments numerous times in calling for
change and freedom across the region.
In 2012, the world would watch incred-
ible change in Egypt following the
election of Mohamed Morsi, when he
became the President. This country
continues to struggle in instituting a
democratic government. However, the
work of the Morsi government is not
met without opposition, and attacks on
minority groups are still an ongoing
issue.

In the recent past, Coptic Christians
have been persecuted; and on Sunday,
June 23, Shiite Muslims were attacked
by a mob of Sunni Muslims in the vil-
lage of Zawyat Abu Musalam. Four
Shiites died in this attack, and many
others were injured. Shiite Muslims
make up roughly 2 percent of the Egyp-
tian population of 80 million people.

While President Morsi has con-
demned these attacks, further steps
need to be taken to address the ongo-
ing persecutions of Egypt’s religious
minorities. Persecution will continue if
sentiments towards minorities are not
changed. For Egypt to have a success-
ful, lasting democratic government,
people of all religions will need to be
included.

The United States was created on the
principle that all people should have
the right to practice their religions
freely and openly and without fear of
persecution. As a Christian and as a
Member of the House of Representa-
tives, which is composed of a vast
array of Members with different be-
liefs, it is my hope that this country
will continue to be an example that
Egypt can look to.

I urge the Egyptian Government and
the people to continue to condemn
these religious-based attacks and to
take positive steps towards religious
freedom. I will continue to keep the
country of Egypt and their religious
minorities in my prayers, and I ask my
colleagues to do the same.

END HUNGER NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
once again to address the House on the
need to end hunger now. This is the
14th time that I’ve done so this year.

Next week, the Members of this
House will return home to their dis-
tricts for the 4th of July district work
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