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Nation. For them, when they come
home, the battle doesn’t end, which is
why we must ensure that they’re well
served as they go through the transi-
tion from combat to civilian life.

Research has shown that an esti-
mated 18.5 percent, or nearly one in
five of our courageous veterans, suffer
from PTSD or depression. This number
is likely artificially low because of a
reluctance to report these conditions.
Further, PTSD and other mental con-
ditions can often lead to other serious
psychological and physical health con-
ditions.

In Congress, we must ensure that we
work with the Department of Veterans
Affairs to address these issues as they
face our veterans coming home. We
owe it to them, these selfless, servant
leaders, to empower them so that they
can be provided the seamless transition
they need and empower them to con-
tinue their service to our communities
here at home.

————
THE WAR ON COAL

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, a couple
of weeks ago, our President announced
his intention to unilaterally disarm
our national defense by cutting back
our nuclear deterrent. This week, he
announced his intention to unilaterally
disarm our entire economy by declar-
ing war on coal.

In my State of North Dakota, the
coal industry employs over 17,000 high-
ly paid workers that provide the lowest
cost electricity to our retail customers
anywhere in the country. They con-
tribute $3.5 billion to our State’s econ-
omy.

And in case the President thinks that
we need his EPA to keep our air clean,
he should know that North Dakota
meets all ambient air quality stand-
ards as prescribed by the EPA.

And I will not sit idly by and watch
this President steal the jobs, hopes,
and dreams of my constituents, nor
will I sit idly by while he and his EPA
impose their mediocrity on my State’s
excellent stewardship of our natural re-
sources.

North Dakota will not retreat from
this war waged on us by our President.
We must and we will fight back.

———
DALIP SINGH SAUND

(Mr. BERA of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the contribu-
tions of Dalip Singh Saund, the first
Indian American and the first Asian
American to be elected to Congress.

Along with 13 of my colleagues from
California, I recently sent a letter ask-
ing Governor Jerry Brown to induct
him into California’s Hall of Fame.

Saund was born in a small village in
India, and much like my own parents,
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he immigrated to the United States in
1920 to attend college in California. He
went on to serve his adopted country
for three terms in Congress and was a
trailblazer for human and civil rights.

Congressman Saund’s outstanding
achievements and public service are an
inspiration to generations of Asian
Americans, Californians, and to all
Americans.

His portrait now hangs right outside
this Chamber as a reminder to us all of
the values that he stood for, values of
equality and opportunity. Now it’s
time that Congressman Dalip Singh
Saund’s contributions are recognized in
his home State by enshrining him in
California’s Hall of Fame.

——
0 1220
VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing in striking down the discrimina-
tory Defense of Marriage Act, the Su-
preme Court stood for an idea that per-
meates this institution: that regardless
of who you are, the color of your skin,
or whom you choose to love, the United
States will not discriminate against
you.

Unfortunately, yesterday the Su-
preme Court went in exactly the wrong
direction on an even more fundamental
issue: that those of us who serve here,
our laws, our President, our Members
of Congress, are elected by the people
of the United States in a truly equal
fashion.

We acknowledge that progress has
been made in those regions that his-
torically discriminated against minori-
ties, but we also acknowledge that the
problem is still there. Justice Gins-
burg’s dissenting opinion has example
after example of discrimination. For
example, in 2004, Waller County, Texas,
threatened to prosecute two black stu-
dents after they announced their inten-
tion to run for office.

Mr. Speaker, business should cease
on this floor until we take up the Su-
preme Court’s challenge to modernize
and reinstitute the heart of the Voting
Rights Act so that we can all look each
other in the eye and say, We are here
because the American people, all of
them, elected us.

————

DEEPER AND BIGGER HOLE OF
DEBT

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, in just 4 days, mil-
lions of American students will quite
suddenly finally find themselves be-
tween a rock and a hard place. Unless
Congress acts, the interest rates on
subsidized student loans will double on
July 1. This increase comes on top of
sharp rises in public college tuition,

H4047

and together means students hoping to
improve their economic chances in life
have to borrow more money at higher
cost to get an increasingly more expen-
sive college education.

A new report by the Joint Economic
Committee, on which I serve as the
ranking Democrat on the House side,
shows that two-thirds of our recent
graduates now have student loan debt
with an average balance of $27,000. For
someone just starting out in life, that
is a mountain of debt and averages
about 60 percent of their annual earn-
ings. That means that two-thirds of our
college graduates today are starting
out in a pretty deep, big hole.

The question for Congress is: Are we
going to just sit back and let them get
into a deeper and bigger hole of debt?

Let’s fix the student loan problem
and get America moving again.

VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, it took
the Supreme Court to remind us that
when our young people put their bodies
in harm’s way, or even offer their lives
for this great country, that notwith-
standing their background, they don’t
do it for their color, for their race, for
their family and community alone;
they do it for these great United
States. People who have never met
each other but do feel that under our
Constitution we are all brought to-
gether to respect each other’s rights,
and we have an outline for that belief
that is called our Constitution.

It seems to me that yesterday the
Supreme Court said that we are mak-
ing progress in making certain that all
Americans have the right to vote and
that Negroes, as they were called in
1965, have made great progress. But
that was not what Lyndon Johnson
said when he was advocating the 1965
Civil Rights Act. He said that no im-
pediment should be put in the way of
any person being denied the right to
vote because of their race or color. I
hope the Supreme Court will review
this ruling.

STANDING UP FOR WOMEN’S
REPRODUCTIVE CHOICES

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank Texas State Senator
Wendy Davis from my home town of
Fort Worth, Texas, for leading a mara-
thon filibuster in standing up for
women and women’s rights. For too
long, we have seen the health care
choices of women taken over by male
politicians who are more concerned
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with furthering an ideology than ad-
vancing women’s health. Instead of lis-
tening to women, male dominance over
women’s health care decisions has
drowned out the most important voice
of all—the women who face their own
reproductive health care choices.

I believe reproductive choices are
deeply personal in nature and should
rest with the woman. I believe we
should promote education, counseling,
and provide women with the support
services they need, not restrict their
medical choices.

Thank you, Senator Wendy Davis,
who stood up for Texas women across
the State. The voices of women were
heard all over the country in this de-
bate last night in the Texas Legisla-
ture, and Senator Davis fought hard
and fought back against any efforts to
greatly reduce and restrict women’s
health care. And she won.

Thank you, Senator Davis, for your
courageous fight and well-deserved vic-
tory. Our fight to protect women’s
health care is not over, and I look for-
ward to fighting with you, a strong
Texas woman.

CONGRATULATING FREIHOFER’S
BAKING COMPANY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Freihofer’s Bak-
ing Company as it celebrates 100 years
in business in New York’s capital re-
gion.

After a century of contributing to
the local economy, Freihofer’s plans to
mark this milestone by continuing to
give back to our community. Over the
next year, the Albany-based baking
company will give away up to 40,000
loaves of bread to consumers and chari-
table organizations.

What makes Freihofer’s a remark-
able company is quite simple: its peo-
ple. At every level, the good work done
by the Freihofer’s team makes us all
proud, and that is why I am on this
floor speaking today.

Freihofer’s has always focused on
how best to serve our community. On
June 1, the organization celebrated its
35th anniversary of the Freihofer’s Run
for Women, one of the largest and most
prestigious all-female 5K road races,
which stresses community health and
involvement.

In New York, we are proud to count
Freihofer’s among our many successful
businesses that boost our community
pride just as much as local economic
development. I congratulate
Freihofer’s Baking Company on its
first century of success and wish them
many, many more years of fine baking
to come.

———

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it’s now been 906 days since I arrived in
Congress, and the Republican leader-
ship has still not allowed a single vote
on serious legislation to address our
unemployment crisis. Thirty-seven
percent of unemployed Americans have
been without work for more than 6
months. That’s 4.4 million people who
haven’t worked for at least a half year.

Take a moment to imagine life with-
out a job for 6 months. Imagine deplet-
ing your retirement savings to pay for
your family’s food and shelter. Imagine
the pain of facing rejection again and
again. As researchers around the Na-
tion have demonstrated, employers
simply do not want to hire the long-
term unemployed. There’s a stigma
workers just can’t shake.

It’s up to Congress to take action.
It’s time for us to focus on retraining
and reemployment programs to ensure
that we stop the establishment of a
permanent underclass in America. The
mantra of this Congress should be jobs,
jobs, jobs.

——————

OPPORTUNITIES AT INTERSECTION
OF INNOVATION

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, I hosted Democratic Leader
NANcY PELOSI for a roundtable discus-
sion at America’s number one art and
design school, the Rhode Island School
of Design. It focused on creating jobs
and the opportunities that exist at the
intersection of innovation, technology,
and design.

Rhode Island is the birthplace of the
American industrial revolution. We
know, on a level playing field, Amer-
ican workers can compete against any
international competitor, and that’s
why it’s so critical that our country
begin taking concrete steps to leverage
these new opportunities.

First, we need to better integrate
curriculums on science, technology,
engineering, mathematics, and art and
design. Secondly, we need to think
about using new tools, such as my
Make It in American Manufacturing
Act, to create manufacturing and inno-
vation jobs right here in America, espe-
cially with the emerging opportunities
in advanced manufacturing and 3-D
printing.

Finally, we need to ensure that
innovators and entrepreneurs have ac-
cess to the capital they need to pursue
their ideas without obstacles.

I will continue working with my col-
leagues to make these goals a reality
and keep our country at the cutting
edge of innovation, technology, and de-
sign.

———
0 1230
FEDERAL STUDENT LOAN RATES

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
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to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
urge my colleagues to address the in-
crease in student loans that is about to
happen this week. If we do not do
something by July 1, the interest rate
on student loans, which has been at 3.4
percent, will double to 6.8 percent.

Now, last year we were able to come
together and make an accord and make
it easier for our students to gulp and
take those loans out so that they could
go and get an education.

Getting an education, teaching our
young people science, technology, engi-
neering, mathematics, the arts, music,
et cetera, is of national security inter-
est to this Nation. Even Secretary
Gates said the number one issue is for
our people to be educated.

So we must show our students that
we care about them, and that they too
have a future in this Nation. I urge my
colleagues to come together to do
something about the student loans.

——————

STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, with just 5
days left until the student loan inter-
est rates double, Congress must act
now. If we do not, student loan interest
rates will double overnight from 3.4
percent to 6.8 percent.

This will increase the cost of college
for more than seven million students
across this Nation and on the central
coast of California, adding thousands of
dollars to a student’s college bill. And
this will not only saddle students with
more debt, but it will hinder our grow-
ing economy.

At a time when the cost of college
continues to rise, we must do all that
we can to make college as affordable as
possible for as many students as pos-
sible. We must keep open the doors of
opportunity for all and, in the process,
produce a well-educated workforce that
will grow our economy.

That’s why I'm a proud supporter of
legislation to keep the student rates at
a low 3.4 percent. This legislation
should be brought to this House floor
for a vote immediately.

Mr. Speaker, interest rates in other
sectors remain low to help grow the
economy. Why shouldn’t they remain
low for our students?

They are our future.
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