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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 34
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

Reverend Michael Rucker, Bible Bap-
tist Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, of-
fered the following prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we come into
Your presence and thank You for all
that You have done for this country.

We would ask Your leadership in the
decisions that need to be made to keep
this country great. Help us to put aside
our personal feelings and do what is
right for this great Nation and the peo-
ple of this Nation.

Lord, we would ask You to help all
the States that have had catastrophes
the past few months. Continue to heal
and restore back the things that have
been lost or destroyed in these events.

We are so thankful for Your watch
care over us. Keep us free from the tyr-
anny of those who want to take our
freedom away. Watch over our men and
women in the military.

We appreciate the liberty You have
so graciously blessed us with. We want
to give You all the praise and the
honor and the glory, and we thank You
for it.

In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND MICHAEL
RUCKER

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. THORN-
BERRY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, our
guest chaplain today has been the pas-
tor of Bible Baptist Church in Wichita
Falls, Texas, for the past 20 years; but
his ministry and passion for spreading
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the word of God has never been con-
fined to the walls of any church build-
ing.

Mike Rucker, known to many as the
“Flying Preacher,” has been combining
his love of auto racing and the min-
istry since 1985 when he and his wife of
40 years, Sherrie, began Rucker Racing
Ministries. Since then, they have trav-
eled to racetracks across the United
States, spreading the good word while
he races and while Sherrie often sings
the national anthem.

Pastor Rucker also serves as the
chaplain for the Wichita County Sher-
iff’s Office and for the Wichita Falls
Police Department and is a regular on
Joe Tom White’s ‘“‘Rise 'n Shine” radio
show. In short, he has never been afraid
to roll up his sleeves and be in the
world while sharing the Gospel with
folks across Texas and the Nation.

Pastor Rucker graduated from the
Arlington Baptist College in Arlington,
Texas. He and Sherrie have two sons,
Michael and Matthew, and one daugh-
ter, Marlene, and five grandchildren.

I am pleased to help welcome Pastor
Rucker, the ‘“Flying Preacher,” to the
House today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The Chair will entertain 15
further requests for 1-minute speeches
on each side of the aisle.

————
A WAR ON COAL

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. Yesterday, the Presi-
dent called for more energy taxes and
regulations that will hurt the economy
and job creation. One of the President’s
senior advisers even said, ‘“A war on
coal is exactly what’s needed.”

In my State, where coal supplies
nearly 75 percent of the electricity and
where coal plants support thousands of
jobs, I don’t think a war on coal is
what Kansans need. Reducing one of
the most affordable sources of energy
will cause prices to go up, and that
makes life harder for people.

The administration needs to stop
picking winners and losers. This ap-
proach has failed. It has cost taxpayers
billions of dollars, and dozens of green
energy companies that were offered
taxpayer dollars are bankrupt or fal-
tering and are laying off workers.

Instead of favoring special interests,
the House plan supports a real all-of-
the-above approach to energy that will
incentivize job creation, lower energy
costs for Americans, and reduce U.S.
dependence on foreign oil.

——

JUSTICE AND EQUITY RESTORED
IN AMERICA

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. DEFAZIO. Almost 17 years to the
day—that’s a long time—the House of
Representatives passed the so-called
Defense of Marriage Act. At that time,
I went to the floor and voted with a
small minority against this legislation.
I said it was unnecessary, discrimina-
tory, and unconstitutional.

It took 17 years to work through the
system and to finally get the Supreme
Court to act and to decide that, indeed,
the Defense of Marriage Act, so-called,
is unconstitutional and is a deprivation
of the equal liberty of persons it has
protected in the Fifth Amendment:

“The Federal statute is invalid, for
no legitimate purpose overcomes the
purpose and effect to disparage and in-
jure those whom the State, by its mar-
riage laws, sought to protect in
personhood and dignity,’”’ as written by
Justice Kennedy, ‘‘by seeking to dis-
place this protection and treating
those persons as living in marriages
less respected than others.”

Today, the Supreme Court restored
justice and equity in America.

————

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO FIX
STUDENT LOANS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, more than a month ago,
the House passed H.R. 1911, a bill based
on the President’s 2014 budget request,
which would provide a market-based
interest rate for student loans.

Editorial boards from across the
country have lauded this bill and have
called on the Senate to act on a similar
proposal:

USA Today stated:

Rates on loans are now set by Washington,
not markets. Obama and the House Repub-
licans wisely call for a market solution.

The Boston Globe stated:

The solution President Obama and House
Republicans have proposed would prevent
what has become a frustrating annual stand-
off.

The Los Angeles Times stated:

Republicans are backing a long-term solu-
tion that’s similar to one President Obama
proposed . . . The Senate should pass its own
version . .. then work out the differences
with the House.

With less than a week before student
loan rates jump from 3.4 percent to 6.8
percent, the Senate has failed to pass a
bill that would address the issue. It’s
time for the Senate to come to the
table.

———

CANYON MIDDLE SCHOOL—SCHOOL
TO WATCH AWARD

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Can-
yon Middle School in Castro Valley,
California, in my congressional dis-
trict, was recently recognized as one of
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the Schools to Watch by the National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades
Reform.

The School to Watch program was
launched in 1999 to identify high-per-
forming middle schools that serve as a
model for other schools to watch across
the Nation. These schools, like Canyon
Middle School, demonstrate academic
excellence, develop programs that re-
spond to the sensitive needs of early
adolescence, and provide students with
high-quality teachers and resources to
support students in their academic
goals.

This week, at the Ninth Annual
Schools to Watch Conference, Canyon
Middle School will be presented with
this prestigious award. Canyon Middle
School will be represented by attend-
ance clerk Adria Anderson-Kelly, As-
sistant Principal Juan Flores, Assist-
ant Principal Annie Flores-Aikey,
math and science teacher Gregory
Matawaran, math and science teacher
Liz Oettel, and special education
teacher Cheryll Rosales.

I look forward to congratulating the
group from Canyon Middle School this
Thursday when they visit my office,
and I look forward to hearing more de-
tails about how more schools can fol-
low their example of excellence.

Congratulations again to the teach-
ers, administrators, parents, and stu-
dents that helped Canyon Middle
School achieve this award. You make
me and your congressional district
very proud.

——
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IN MEMORY OF STEVE LAFRANCE

(Mr. COTTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. COTTON. Today, I honor the
memory of my constituent Steve

LaFrance who passed away earlier this
month. Steve was a pillar of the Pine
Bluff community, and really all of Ar-
kansas.

A pharmacist by training, he started
his business in 1968 with a single phar-
macy in Gibson’s Department Store in
Pine Bluff. From that modest start,
Steve built USA Drug over 44 years
into the largest privately owned chain
of drugstores in the country.

Steve’s motto, like my own dad’s,
was ‘‘do the right thing.” It was the
foundation of his success. All who
knew him and all who worked with
Steve, whether employees, customers,
vendors, and even competitors, re-
spected not only his business acumen,
but especially his sense of fair play,
passion, and loyalty.

Even more than a businessman,
though, Steve was a devoted family
man, proud father of four children,
seven grandkids, and the loving hus-
band of Linda, his wife of 44 years. He
was also a deeply faithful Christian
man who walked in the path of the
Lord and now walks with Him.

On behalf of all Arkansans and the
United States Congress, I wish to ex-
press my deepest condolences to him.
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Like you, we all miss ‘‘Big Steve,” and
we were all enriched by having our
lives touched by him.

PROTECTING THE BALLOT BOX
FROM DISCRIMINATION

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to express my disappointment
in the Supreme Court’s decision strik-
ing down the preclearance provisions of
the Voting Rights Act.

Mr. Speaker, making sure that our
election laws are fair is the most im-
portant job in a democracy because the
right to vote is the right on which ev-
erything else depends. Countless Amer-
icans have marched for it, suffered for
it, and shed their blood for it.

In Georgia, one of the greatest pro-
ponents of the Voting Rights Act, our
colleague, Congressman JOHN LEWIS,
knows all too well the price that’s been
paid to make sure that election laws
are not only open but fair to all con-
cerned.

We can’t go back to the days when
majorities can pass laws that limit or
diminish the voting strength of minori-
ties. I’'m calling on my colleagues in
Congress, Republicans and Democrats,
not to let this issue die. We need to do
what is right and ensure, once and for
all, that folks aren’t discriminated
against at the ballot box.

SECURING OUR FUTURE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, House Re-
publicans have a plan to create jobs,
grow our economy, and secure our fu-
ture for all Americans. And we’re doing
it by expanding opportunity, not ex-
panding government.

We’re holding government account-
able to the hardworking taxpayers of
this country.

We’re reining in runaway Washington
spending that’s driving up our national
debt.

We’re going to reform our Tax Code
to make it fairer and simpler for all
Americans.

We are promoting an all-of-the-
above, all-American energy strategy
that will create jobs, lower energy
costs, and strengthen our national se-
curity.

These are the commonsense solutions
that the American people deserve, Mr.
Speaker. It’s not fair that Washington
Democrats keep offering up only more
spending and political games. Real so-
lutions to real problems, that’s the
House Republican commitment.

—————

STUDENT LOANS

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today on behalf of 7 million stu-
dents with subsidized student loans to
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urge my colleagues in Congress to
come together to prevent student loan
rates from doubling on July 1.

The cost of a college degree has in-
creased by more than 1,000 percent in
the last 30 years. Two-thirds of college
seniors who graduated in 2011 had an
average student loan debt of $26,000 per
borrower. As the July 1 deadline ap-
proaches, America’s total student loan
debt already tops $1.1 trillion.

We’re a nation that invests in our fu-
ture, and that means investing in our
kids. Mounting student debt is handi-
capping a generation of graduates who
already face a tough job market. This
debt is forcing them to put off key
milestones like buying a home and
starting a family. This delay in the
American Dream will diminish our Na-
tion’s economic development.

Congress has come to the aid of our
banks and worked to promote industry.
Now it’s time to step up for our stu-
dents by preserving college afford-
ability and keeping the American
Dream within reach.

Let’s stand together to keep Federal
student loan rates down. I urge my col-
leagues to act now.

——————

THE WAR ON COAL

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the floor to share a quote with
my colleagues to make them aware of
this. It is from Daniel Schrag. He is the
White House adviser on climate
change, and this was reported in The
New York Times. Quite frankly, I find
this quote baffling. Here it is:

The one thing the President really needs to
do now is to begin the process of shutting
down the conventional coal plants. Politi-
cally, the White House is hesitant to say
that we’re having a war on coal. On the other
hand, a war on coal is exactly what’s needed.

That was Mr. Schrag, the White
House adviser on climate change.

Mr. Speaker, I highlight this with my
colleagues in this House right now be-
cause a war on coal is a war on jobs; a
war on jobs, is a war on the American
worker.

I have never met anybody that wants
to pay more for electric power genera-
tion, but the actions of this adminis-
tration, the actions of the President
choosing to circumvent Congress and
implement these is costing us 500,000
jobs.

———

PTSD AWARENESS DAY

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I'm ris-
ing today to recognize Posttraumatic
Stress Awareness Day and so that we
can honor our men and women in uni-
form who have so bravely served our
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