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THE SAN GABRIEL WATERSHED
RESTORATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. CHU) for 5 minutes.

Ms. CHU. I rise today to introduce
the San Gabriel Watershed Restoration
Act of 2013. This bill could revitalize a
California urban river by directing the
Army Corps of Engineers to prepare a
study analyzing the current state of
the San Gabriel River Watershed and
how it can be transformed into a des-
tination for Los Angeles County.

We have such incredible resources
right in our backyard in the San Ga-
briel Valley, and at the heart is the
San Gabriel River. That is why we
must do all that we can to revitalize
and protect this space.

My communities are desperate for
more open space to run, play, and ex-
plore. The L.A. area is one of the most
park poor in the country. The San Ga-
briel River, only steps from our homes,
used to be a green, lush paradise. The
local Gabrielino tribespeople used to
canoe down its waters out to the sea,
but today, in its current state, it feels
more like an abandoned waterway than
the majestic river it once was. There
are so few places for families to sit and
enjoy or to swim in its cool waters on
unbearably hot summer days in the
urban valley cities.

The San Gabriel River also performs
essential flood protection, drinking
water recharge, and storm water con-
servation functions. But it is inacces-
sible to local residents for recreation
and lacks many natural and riparian
ecosystems. Additional provisions for
flood control and water quality control
are also sorely needed.

Increasingly, residents have ex-
pressed the desire to rediscover the
river and offer more of its benefits to
all the communities along its route.
That’s why I introduced this bill in the
111th Congress to study how we can im-
prove the river and expand its use, and
that is why I'm introducing this bill
again.

The study created in this bill would
look at the best ways to revitalize the
watershed, focusing on ecosystem res-
toration, outdoor recreation enhance-
ments, and ways to conserve rainwater
and keep our water clean. This vital
project is a first step—that is long
overdue—toward creating more out-
door space within the highly urbanized
watershed communities so that people
can enjoy this beautiful resource in a
safe and sustainable way.

A similar study and demonstration
project were critical steps in the effort
to revitalize the Los Angeles River,
and it was so successful that now there
are regular kayaking trips on the L.A.
River, a place many thought of as only
a concrete wasteland. People can actu-
ally enjoy this little bit of nature
again. This is a powerful testament to
the potential and growing success of
river revitalization efforts.
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My communities have a vision: to
create an Emerald Necklace, a 17-mile
loop of multi-benefit parks connecting
10 cities along the Rio Hondo and San
Gabriel Rivers. This bill is a critical
part of realizing this dream, and I call
on my colleagues in Congress to sup-
port this bill and help make their vi-
sion a reality for generations to come.

———

CLIMATE CHANGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN) for 5
minutes. B

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, as we come to the House
floor this morning, many communities
across the West suffer from severe
wildfires, and they’re having a more
devastating impact due to extreme
drought conditions this year. In my
home State of New Mexico, firefighters
have bravely worked to battle a num-
ber of blazes, and I extend my sincerest
thanks for their tireless efforts.

With global climate change contrib-
uting to drier and hotter summers and
more intense fire seasons, it is critical
that we take steps to address the root
causes of climate change before it gets
too late. And while we should focus on
the steps we must take to reduce
greenhouse gases and encourage energy
conservation, we must also ensure that
we’re preparing for the drought condi-
tions that will continue to impact our
communities in the years to come. The
National Integrated Drought Informa-
tion System is an important tool in
this effort. This program collects and
consolidates drought-related data and
information. It operates regional
drought early warning system pilot
projects across the country.

Authorization for this program is
currently scheduled to end this year.
That is why I'm working in a bipar-
tisan effort to reauthorize the National
Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem for another 4 years. This will en-
able the Federal Government to fur-
ther develop regional drought early
warning systems and identify research,
monitoring, and forecasting needs that
can help farmers and firefighters alike.
Because whether it’s growing crops or
raising livestock or battling wildfires
in the West, drought conditions in the
coming years will continue to pose
challenges for our communities, and we
will need to do all we can to assist
those whose lives and livelihoods are
impacted by climate change.

Mr. Speaker, today I'm also offering
an amendment to be able to provide
grant authorization to many small,
predominantly Hispanic communities
across northern New Mexico that are in
these areas where these waterways
have been carved through our moun-
tains, through our watersheds to pro-
vide opportunity to small farmers,
rural communities all across New Mex-
ico called acequias.
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For many years, local farmers in New
Mexico have been asking for an amend-
ment that would allow acequia and
community ditch associations to ac-
cess EQIP funds. An acequia is a cen-
turies-old irrigation structure that is
still in use today, providing opportuni-
ties for many private land owners all
across New Mexico and southern Colo-
rado.

The board of private land owners,
also called an acequia and community
ditch association, is in charge of ad-
ministering maintenance of the irriga-
tion infrastructure which often re-
quires work on sections of the ditch of
the acequia on private land. These
small community ditch associations do
not have the authority to levy taxes.
That’s why I'm asking for Members to
please consider and offer your support
on this amendment today.

Members who are watching and tun-
ing in to C-SPAN this morning, as well
as offices, please take a look at this
amendment. We need your help in New
Mexico, and our farmers would cer-
tainly appreciate the kind support of
Members of Congress.

So thank you so much, Mr. Speaker.
We have a lot of work to do. Let’s
make sure we can get this done on be-
half of people who are struggling and
working all across America today.

————
WEST VIRGINIA’S 150TH BIRTHDAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I join
with my colleagues from the State of
West Virginia in celebrating our
State’s 150th birthday tomorrow. We
invite the rest of the Nation to join in
our revelry and reflection.

Ours is a proud history of doing our
part, and then some, in service to this
great Nation of ours. West Virginia was
born of war, and West Virginians un-
derstand full well the price of service
and sacrifice to defend our shores. In
times of war, the Mountain State’s
sons and daughters have answered
their country’s call faithfully, honor-
ably, and nobly. And in times of peace,
we have continued to serve our Nation
from our mountains and our hollows.

Geologists tell us our ancient moun-
tains’ sharp peaks, in ages long past,
were rounded and smoothed through
the forces of nature over the eons of
time. The result satisfies the soul.

Thanks to the U.S. Postal Service,
the world can get a glimpse of our ma-
jestic mountains on a new stamp com-
memorating our 150 years. Based on a
photograph taken in Pocahontas Coun-
ty, West Virginia, that stamp stands as
a testament that our bragging about
being ‘““‘Almost Heaven’ is every inch
legitimate.

Those same mountains, Mr. Speaker,
have honed and hewn a people for
whom the phrase ‘‘Mountaineers are al-
ways free’’ is more than a State motto;
it is a way of life.
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West Virginians may be somewhat
stubborn when it comes to asking for
help for themselves, even if life itself
depends on it; but they are the first in
line to offer help and assistance to
their neighbors. And in West Virginia,
Mr. Speaker, we go a step further. I
doubt we have ever known a stranger
in any of our 55 counties. If you need
help, West Virginians are there for you.

The charitable spirit of West Virginia
is built on rock-solid principles. First
and foremost, you will find an abun-
dance of faith among those who dwell
in our mountains, faith in the Al-
mighty. Families form the core of our
lives, with West Virginia parents and
grandparents putting their children
and grandchildren first. You figure in
that a big dose of loyalty to our hills
and hollows, our family traditions, our
common heritage, and our many
unique histories, and you begin to see
why hard times cannot keep us down.

Like most of America, West Vir-
ginians are in the midst of a transi-
tional economy, but a new dawn is
breaking. We have harnessed positive
change while holding on to much that
makes West Virginia unique, enabling
us to attract new and promising ven-
tures.

Witness the 100-year commitment of
the Boy Scouts of America’s almost
half-billion-dollar investment in a Fay-
ette County scouting reserve adjacent
to the largest federally protected sys-
tem of rivers east of the Mississippi.
Recently, Wayne Perry, the Boy
Scouts’ national president, when com-
menting on our rugged but inviting
mountain venue, said, ‘“We think God
made West Virginia for the Boy Scouts
of America.”

Mr. Speaker, I have news for my col-
leagues and their constituents: we have
more room at the inn. This may be our
150th birthday celebration, but West
Virginia is still wild and even more
wonderful than ever before. So I say to
all, come and visit us soon.

To my fellow West Virginians, may I
say a happy 150th. And be assured, as
long as there is still one Mountaineer
heart beating, there will always be a
West Virginia.

——
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to remind my colleagues in
the House of two very important words
for the American people: unfinished
business. The American people, by
their voices that we hear as we go back
to our district, challenge us in unfin-
ished business.

Two days ago, I stood with mothers
that demand action in my district, to
stand with their children, their babies
in strollers—these mothers who love
America, who are patriots—to stand
alongside of the mourning families of
Sandy Hook and to read the names of
the 26 who died more than 6 months
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ago, to ask for the passage of universal
background checks; and to ask the
question why the Armed Citizens
Project needed to arm citizens in Hous-
ton. We know that the area that they
are arming is an area where they felt
intimidated—not by their government
to take over, but because of crime.

I look forward to meeting with those
citizens to be able to address the issue
of crime in their neighborhood. But we
stood against the kind of arming citi-
zens as a response to gun violence. I
have no qualms of standing against
that and working with my neighbors to
ensure the safety of their neighbor-
hoods, but to move forward on sensible
gun legislation to prevent gun vio-
lence—unfinished business.

And then the question of the Na-
tional Security Agency and the phone
calls and numbers of our American
citizens.
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We in Congress must be challenged to
rein that in and balance it with the
need for national security, which I pro-
mote and support as a member of the
Homeland Security Committee.

I will be introducing legislation to
assess the use of outside contractors—
70 percent of Federal dollars going to
that in the intelligence community—
and reduce those numbers by 2014; es-
tablish more openness on the FISA
court, but making sure that we don’t
interfere with operations and
operatives that are making our coun-
try secure. And to be able to say to Mr.
Snowden, I won’t call you a name, but
I know what you did in certain in-
stances is wrong, and you must stand
up under the laws of this Nation.

Then to be able to say that, today, as
we go forward on the farm bill, to be
able to ask the question: Why are we
taking $20 billion away from the sup-
plemental nutrition program, from sen-
iors, from young children, from babies,
when this is a lifeline for those in the
United States military who are on food
stamps?

I also want to say to my community
that we need to get ready to enroll in
health care, which is going to be a
major step in making America healthy.

To the small business community,
this is going to help you provide your
employees—your one employee, your
two employees—health care. That is
unfinished business.

Then I want to thank the U.S. Postal
Service—the letter carriers, the people
who put our mail through—who help
small businesses. We’ve got to fix this
problem with the U.S. Postal Service,
make sure that they’re stable, finan-
cially able. The rural post offices, let’s
not close any more. This is the infra-
structure of America. It’s a job creator.

And then to our students, many of
them who have graduated, we have got
to fix the problem of the increasing, or
the major increase, in student loan in-
terest rates that are going to burden
our parents and students, 6.8 percent
by July 1. Congress can do better. We
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need to be able to join in the legisla-
tion that I've signed on to, to be able
to keep that interest rate at 3.4 per-
cent. Unfinished business, Mr. Speaker.

The American people want jobs. They
don’t want sequestration. They want
the right kind of comprehensive immi-
gration reform that has reasoned bor-
der security but not to criminalize
those students who wanted to do noth-
ing else but to go into the United
States military, called “DREAM chil-
dren,” who wanted to be able to serve
the Nation, who wanted to work and
give back to this country. Let us not
go down that pathway. Let’s have the
kind of value-based comprehensive im-
migration reform and border security
legislation that was passed out of the
Homeland Security Committee, of
which I was proud to be an original co-
sponsor, coming out of the Sub-
committee on Border and Maritime Se-
curity. Unfinished business.

Guns. Preventing gun violence.

Reining in the issue of intelligence,
balancing it with civil liberties, put-
ting back in the supplemental nutri-
tion some $20 billion, making sure that
Americans are enrolled in health care
under the Affordable Care Act, sup-
porting the Postal Service. And, Mr.
Speaker, finally, supporting our stu-
dents. Unfinished business. It’s time to
get to work creating jobs in America.

———
JOBS NOW ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WILSON of Florida) for 5
minutes.

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
the American people are now in the
899th day of a scandal that is truly
“worse than Watergate.”” Yet, this
scandal has nothing to do with Cin-
cinnati or the AP or Benghazi or even
NSA. It is the scandal of this Repub-
lican Congress failing to bring a single
serious bill to address our unemploy-
ment crisis to the floor for a vote.

The tens of millions of people af-
fected by this scandal are not con-
stantly on television drawing attention
to their plight; they’re too busy look-
ing for work. They’re not hiring lobby-
ists to press for change; they’re too
busy figuring out how they’re going to
pay for their next meals, for the roofs
over their heads, or for their children’s
college tuition.

Mr. Speaker, this scandal, unlike so
many other scandals in history, is one
that you can end instantly. You have
the power to bring the Jobs Now Act to
the floor for a vote. It deserves a vote.

Mr. Speaker, the only scandal that
matters to the American people right
now is this Congress’ failure to address
unemployment. Our mantra should be:
jobs, jobs, jobs for the American peo-
ple.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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