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HRSA estimated the combined HIV in-
fection rate of people living with AIDS
in the territory to be 1 percent of our
population. And CDC reports that the
Virgin Islands has one of the highest
newly identified confirmed HIV posi-
tivity rates among African Americans
in this country.

Most, if not all of us, know someone
who is living with HIV or has died from
AIDS. Today no one needs to die. Let’s
talk openly with our partners, family,
and friends; let’s get educated; let’s get
tested; and let’s reduce stigma and dis-
crimination.

Tomorrow and every day, we will do
more than commemorate those we
have lost. We will rededicate ourselves
to the work ahead. We can beat this
disease. We can win this fight. To-
gether, we can end this epidemic.

———

CONGRATULATING ALLEN HIGH
SCHOOL

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Allen High School in my district for a
recent victory on December 22. The
Allen Eagles won the Texas State
Championship with a score of 35-21
against Houston Lamar. Back in 2008,
the Allen Eagles clinched their first
Class bA Division I State title, and now
in 2012 they’ve done it again.

After completing their incredible 15—
1 season, the Allen Eagles have offi-
cially been named to the eighth annual
MaxPreps Tour of Champions. In the
past nine seasons, Tom Westerberg,
head coach of the Eagles, has led his
team to two State titles with a record
of 102 wins to 16 losses. It comes as no
surprise that he was named 2012 Dallas
Area Coach of the Year.

The Allen Eagles are known to be a
team with heart, and it’s now proven
they have the heart of a champion.
Congratulations, Allen Eagles, on a
tremendous season. Way to represent
the city of Allen and continuing the
storied tradition of great high school
football in north Texas. God bless you.
I salute you.

INTRODUCING THE GOVERNMENT
WASTE REDUCTION ACT

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise
to talk about the first piece of legisla-
tion I am introducing as a Member of
Congress.

Like many people across Illinois, I
learned at a young age that balancing
the family pocketbook and living with-
in our means is a question of values. I
want to work together on common-
sense solutions that reduce the deficit
while preserving the important serv-
ices on which so many people rely.

The bill I'm introducing today does
just that. It is called the Government
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Waste Reduction Act. This bill moves
forward on recommendations the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office made
that would reduce duplication in gov-
ernment, save taxpayer money, en-
hance revenue, and root out waste.

It establishes the independent Gov-
ernment Waste Reduction Board,
tasked with recommending legislative
proposals that implement these cost-
cutting measures and sending them to
Congress.

For example, the Federal Govern-
ment has 47 job training programs, 44
of which overlap. Simply consolidating
programs that overlap can save tens of
billions of dollars, while not impacting
program quality.

Commonsense proposals to cut waste
out of government already exist, but
they are meaningless and save nothing
unless we implement them. My bill will
serve as a starting point to lower our
deficits by tens of billions of dollars in
a responsible, commonsense way that
protects the middle class.

—————
MOX IS A NATIONAL ASSET
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, yesterday I sent a let-
ter to the President to encourage him
to support the MOX project, the Mixed
Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility, lo-
cated in Aiken, Barnwell, and
Allendale Counties of South Carolina.

This facility at the Savannah River
plays a vital role in allowing the
United States to fulfill our inter-
national nonproliferation obligations
by turning nuclear bombs into energy.
The President has always supported
this facility, which was initiated in the
Clinton administration.

The facility is over 50 percent com-
pleted and promotes our national secu-
rity. Today’s letter is supported by
Members from both sides of the aisle,
which proves this issue is not partisan
politics, but one of grave national secu-
rity concern. It is my hope, as cus-
tomers are identified, that the project
will be completed, which supports envi-
ronmental cleanup efforts at the Sa-
vannah River site.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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NATIONAL BLACK HIV/AIDS
AWARENESS DAY

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. LEE of California. I rise as
founding cochair of the bipartisan Con-
gressional Black HIV/AIDS Caucus to
mark National Black HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day. Tomorrow, individuals and
organizations across the Nation, in-
cluding in my own 13th Congressional
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District of California, will organize and
advocate for HIV testing and treat-
ment.

In the United States, African Ameri-
cans remain disproportionately af-
fected by HIV/AIDS. This is especially
true for young gay and bisexual men of
color. While African American teen-
agers represent 15 percent of teenagers
in the United States, they accounted
for 69 percent of all cases reported
among teenagers in 2010. The same is
true for African American women, who
accounted for 68 percent of all new HIV
cases among women.

Despite the progress we’ve made in
recent years, this Congress has already
made unconscionable budget cuts to
critical programs that many families
and communities rely on. A new anal-
ysis by the Foundation for AIDS Re-
search and the National Minority AIDS
Council shows, if budget sequestration
were to take effect, communities of
color would be disproportionately im-
pacted, including more than 6,500 indi-
viduals who immediately lose access to
HIV treatment.

We must reject these cuts and expand
effective prevention, care, and treat-
ment programs so that we can once and
for all stamp HIV and AIDS off the face
of the Earth.

———

HONORING FORMER ARMY STAFF
SERGEANT CLINTON ROMESHA

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CRAMER. Madam Speaker, as in-
adequate as words are in expressing our
gratitude to our American heroes who
wear the uniform of our armed serv-
ices, I rise to do my best to pay tribute
to one very special soldier from North
Dakota.

Former Army Staff Sergeant Clinton
Romesha will be presented with the
Medal of Honor next Monday by Presi-
dent Obama for ‘“‘acts of gallantry and
intrepidity,” becoming only the fourth
living recipient for actions in Afghani-
stan or Iraq. With the help of an assist-
ant gunner, he took out a machine-gun
team before sustaining shrapnel from a
grenade. The citation recalls his acts of
heroism this way:

Undeterred by his injuries, Staff Sergeant
Romesha continued to fight, and upon the
arrival of another soldier to aid him and his
assistant gunner, he again rushed through
the exposed avenue to assemble additional
soldiers. With complete disregard for his own
safety, he completely exposed himself to
heavy enemy fire as he moved confidently
about the battlefield engaging and destroy-
ing multiple enemy targets.

This young husband and father not
only fought the enemy after sustaining
his own wounds, he organized air at-
tacks and provided cover while three of
his wounded comrades could get to aid,
then pushed on to retrieve the bodies of
fallen soldiers.

Madam Speaker, I'm honored to
serve in this prestigious assembly, al-
ways aware I do so because people like
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Staff Sergeant Romesha serve me and
our Nation in ways we can’t even imag-
ine. May God bless Mr. Romesha and
his family and all of our American he-
roes who serve the cause of freedom
around the world.

———

CONGRATULATING THE
BALTIMORE RAVENS

(Mr. RUPPERSBERGER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
the world champions of football, the
Baltimore Ravens. On February 3, the
Vince Lombardi Trophy returned home
to ‘““Charm City.” Like Coach
Harbaugh said, the win wasn’t pretty,
it wasn’t perfect, but it was Baltimore.

We overcame the doubts of a Nation.
Baltimore was just an afterthought,
playing against a 3%-point favorite.

We overcame injury. Bernard Pol-
lard, our safety, played with not one,
not two, not three, not four, not five,
but six broken ribs throughout the sea-
son.

We overcame an agonizing 34-minute
delay, when we seemed to lose not only
power in the stadium but the wind in
our sails.

We overcame a second-half surge that
left us screaming at our televisions,
from Dundalk to Havre de Grace.

I watched the game with my family
and my 92-year-old mother, and even
she was fired up. The team stuck to-
gether and got it done.

I want to congratulate the owner,
Steve Bisciotti, a class act who does so
much for our city on and off the field.
Also, Ravens President Dick Cass and
General Manager Ozzie Newsome, who
has the greatest mind in football. And,
of course, the players—especially No.
52, Ray Lewis, and No. 5, Joe Flacco,
who won the MVP of the game.

Last Sunday, the lights were out in
the Superdome for awhile, but at the
end of the day, it was just lights out
for the 49ers. Baltimore cannot be more
proud to welcome our players and the
Vince Lombardi Trophy back home.

I also want to say that our leader,
NANCY PELOSI, who is homegrown Bal-
timore, now a 49ers fan, did accept the
defeat with her regular class and dig-
nity.

———

CONGRATULATING THE
BALTIMORE RAVENS

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. I rise, Madam Speaker,
to congratulate Congressman RUPPERS-
BERGER and the other members of the
Maryland delegation and, more impor-
tantly, join them in congratulating the
Ravens. They beat a mighty champion
at the Super Bowl.

As a proud 49%ers fan who grew up on
Johnny Unitas in Baltimore and going
to those games as a teenager and rais-
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ing my own children on Joe Montana
and Steve Young, you can just imagine
how exciting this game was for me.

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER quoted Coach
Harbaugh. I will quote him in another
way. They asked him after the game,
Was it hard coaching against your very
own brother in the Super Bowl? He said
that it was very hard. The only thing
that would have been worse is if one of
us were not coaching in the Super
Bowl.

So while it was hard to lose to the
Ravens, it would have been even harder
to lose to someone else. If someone had
to beat the 49ers, I congratulate the
Ravens on a game well played.

I was in the stadium. I wondered who
on the Baltimore side decided to pull
the plug on the electricity. They were
wondering who on the 49ers’ side did. In
any event, there was good spirit. I
think if you were there and you saw
that delay in the game and you saw the
mood of the people, it was a real trib-
ute to the people of New Orleans, who
had extended such gracious hospitality
in every way. People were in a good
mood and they rode out that time.

I want to join you in commending
the owner, Steve Bisciotti, in his lead-
ership of the Ravens, but I also want to
acknowledge the wonderful leadership
of Art Modell. He passed away in the
fall after being such a great leader in
the Baltimore community, bringing
the Ravens to Baltimore and in being a
part of the city in philanthropic and
other ways. He was a great man. It was
wonderful to see the Ravens and every-
one else, including Governor O’Malley
and Mayor Rawlings-Blake, with ‘“‘Art”
on their lapels throughout the week-
end.

So to Art Modell’s family, to the
ownership of the Ravens, congratula-
tions. To the people of Baltimore, I
know how exciting it is and what it
means to Baltimore. I extend my con-
gratulations. And I didn’t have a bet,
because I said while I'm rooting for the
49ers, I would never bet against Balti-
more. So congratulations to all con-
cerned.

—————

REQUIRE PRESIDENTIAL
LEADERSHIP AND NO DEFICIT ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman
from Georgia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 48 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 444.

Will the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) kindly take the
chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
444) to require that, if the President’s
fiscal year 2014 budget does not achieve
balance in a fiscal year covered by such
budget, the President shall submit a
supplemental unified budget by April 1,
2013, which identifies a fiscal year in
which balance is achieved, and for
other purposes, with Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN
(Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday,
February 5, 2013, 30 minutes remained
in general debate.

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
PRICE) and the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) each has 15
minutes remaining.

Who yields time?
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Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam Chair,
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK).

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Madam Chairman, a family that
earns $27,000 but spends $36,000 and has
run up a credit card debt of $165,000 is
obviously on the brink of financial
ruin. Proportionally, that is exactly
where our Federal Government is
today.

Now, if that family went to see a
credit counselor, the first thing he’s
going to tell them is we’ve got to sit
down and draw up a budget. Now, that
family is going to have to make some
very difficult choices. It may take sev-
eral years to work its way back to sol-
vency. But our Senate has not passed a
budget in nearly 4 years, and our Presi-
dent has offered only entirely un-seri-
ous budgets that continue to spend
recklessly and that never balance.

This bill simply requires that if the
President can’t balance the budget this
year, he tell us how long it will take
and what needs to be done to do so. We
would expect that from any family. We
should demand it from our govern-
ment.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Chair-
man, as we debated yesterday, the bill
before us is unfortunately nothing
more than a political gimmick at a
time when we’re facing huge issues
with respect to jobs and the economy.

It’s very unfortunate that we did not
have an opportunity to vote on an
amendment that we proposed to re-
place the sequester—which is now less
than a month away and which will do
grave economic harm-—our proposal to
replace that sequester with a balanced
mix of cuts and revenue from closing
loopholes. But in this body, which says
it wants to be transparent in the peo-
ple’s House, we were denied an oppor-
tunity to take a vote on something
that’s very important to the American
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