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Under this system, the government 

sets price supports, ensuring that pro-
ducers have a guaranteed income, no 
matter what world prices are. Sugar 
imports are also kept to a minimum, 
preventing real competition. 

But this is not the end of the med-
dling. Sugar producers have strict sales 
quotas. Any excess sugar gets bought 
by the government and then is sold to 
ethanol producers, usually at a loss to 
the taxpayer. 

This means many things. It means 
consumers pay billions in higher sugar 
costs, thousands of jobs are lost in the 
food industry, and government con-
tinues to pick winners and losers in the 
marketplace. 

This week, we will have a chance to 
vote on an amendment to the FARRM 
Bill that makes substantial reforms to 
the program and is estimated by the 
CBO to save taxpayers $73 million. I 
urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment and free our sugar from 
government’s heavy hand. 

f 

VOTE ‘‘NO’’ ON THE PAIN-CAPABLE 
UNBORN CHILD PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong opposition to H.R. 1797 
because we have been here before. Not 
less than a year ago, this body took up 
a very similar measure, and it failed. I 
hope my colleagues will join me in re-
jecting this attempt. 

We cannot ban abortions after 20 
weeks, first, because it’s unconstitu-
tional, and, second, because we cannot 
know the individual situation of every 
woman. 

What if a woman gets cancer during 
her pregnancy? 

What if she gets pre-eclampsia, which 
could cause seizures and kidney dam-
age? 

What if a woman’s fetus is diagnosed 
with a severe fetal abnormality, mak-
ing it unable to survive pregnancy or 
delivery? 

Women and their families are often 
faced with impossibly difficult deci-
sions, but they are their decisions to 
make, not ours. 

Please vote ‘‘no’’ on this thoughtless 
bill. 

f 

THOMASVILLE, NORTH CARO-
LINA—A 2013 ALL-AMERICA CITY 

(Mr. HUDSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the city of Thomasville, 
North Carolina, for being named a 2013 
‘‘All-America City.’’ 

Thomasville, built on a foundation of 
furniture manufacturing and textiles, 
was hit hard over the last 25 years by 
job losses and plant closings. Instead of 
folding during trying economic times, 

the city took the challenge head-on 
and rallied together, as a community, 
to rebuild and bounce back. 

The leadership of the entire commu-
nity, including Mayor Joe Bennett and 
Chamber of Commerce President Doug 
Croft, were instrumental in advancing 
new projects that made Thomasville 
stand out as an All-America City. 

Initiatives such as Envision 2020, a 
20-year development plan for the city; 
Children At Play, a program to rede-
velop the city’s parks to reduce crime; 
and Project Divine Interruption, which 
helps homeless students in the city, are 
just a few examples of the city’s re-
solve to succeed. 

Through the fortitude of its citizens, 
Thomasville stands as a shining exam-
ple of what can happen when an entire 
community collaborates for the better-
ment of its citizens. 

I’m proud to represent Thomasville, 
North Carolina, and I congratulate 
them on truly practicing the values 
that make America great. 

f 

THE SEQUESTER AND NATURAL 
DISASTERS 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, because 
of climate change, we’re facing strong-
er and more destructive storms and 
natural disasters than at any other 
time in American history. And at the 
same time, the sequester is slashing 
funding for the agencies that are crit-
ical to helping our communities pro-
tect, adapt, and rebuild. 

NOAA will lose $271 million in fund-
ing this year, and that includes $50 mil-
lion for the geostationary weather sat-
ellite program. That’s the program 
that provides continuous monitoring 
for severe weather. 

So less than a year after Hurricane 
Sandy, a month after the devastating 
tornadoes in Oklahoma, we’re cutting 
the agency responsible for forecasting 
and monitoring severe weather. 

But it’s not just severe weather dis-
asters on our shores that threaten 
American communities. My congres-
sional district has seen debris from the 
2011 Japanese tsunami wash up on our 
shores, and our regional economy is in-
extricably linked to the health of our 
oceans, which are jeopardized by cli-
mate change. 

Our planet is warming. We’re begin-
ning to feel major impacts, and it will 
only get worse unless we act to protect 
our climate. 

f 

b 1210 

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF 
TENNESSEE’S FOURTH DISTRICT 

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate and promote the 

work that is being done in Tennessee’s 
Fourth District by Bridgestone North 
America, Motlow State Community 
College, members of the local manufac-
turing community, and local and State 
governments. 

Our economy is hindered by a skills 
gap that hurts both the businesses that 
need well-trained workers and those 
workers looking to better themselves 
and their families. 

Seeing this problem 5 years ago, 
Motlow Community College’s presi-
dent, Mary Lou Apple, set out to erase 
this skills gap. A mechatronics pro-
gram was brought to Rutherford Coun-
ty which combined mechanical, elec-
trical, and computerized curricula to 
allow local high school students the op-
portunity to gain high-demand skills in 
manufacturing, health care, and the fi-
nancial industries. 

I recently toured the Bridgestone 
North America facility to see how 
these students are graduating from 
high school not only with college cred-
it and technical credentials, but, most 
importantly, real world experience. 

I look forward to the great work this 
program and its students will continue 
to accomplish in the future, and cer-
tainly we need more like them. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN RATES 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, unless 
Congress takes action, student loan 
rates will double on July 1. This is un-
acceptable. Access to affordable edu-
cation is one of the most important 
issues to young people today, yet many 
graduates find themselves tens of thou-
sands of dollars in debt as they leave 
school and try to enter the workforce. 
In New York State, 60 percent of col-
lege students graduate with some debt, 
averaging $27,000. 

Mr. Speaker, I was pleased to sign 
the discharge petition by Representa-
tive JOE COURTNEY, H.R. 1595, the Stu-
dent Loan Relief Act, along with over 
180 of my colleagues. This legislation 
would freeze the interest rate at its 
current 3.4 percent for the next 2 years. 

It’s time for Republican leadership to 
acknowledge the urgency of this legis-
lation and bring it to the floor. All 
Americans deserve a fair shot at a good 
and affordable education. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN RATE HIKES 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
my colleague from New York bringing 
up the issue of student loan rates. As 
he very well knows, the House has 
passed a bill to do this, and our prob-
lem is with the Senate and the Presi-
dent. 

‘‘Don’t double my rate.’’ Every day, 
students are tweeting those exact 
words to their Representatives. Like 
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these students, House Republicans see 
that July 1 is coming, and with it the 
automatic doubling of some Federal 
student loan interest rates. 

House Republicans don’t believe that 
that rate should double or that politi-
cians should be in charge of setting 
them. Weeks ago, Republicans and a 
few Democrats in the House passed the 
Smarter Solutions for Students Act, 
which will not only keep student loan 
interest rates from doubling on July 1 
but will also remove politics from the 
equation, as well. 

But the House can’t do it alone. The 
Senate must act, and the President 
must lead. Right now, both are failing. 
In fact, it appears President Obama has 
completely backed down from defend-
ing his original proposal which, like 
our House bill, offered a permanent so-
lution to the problem. The President is 
letting the opportunity to build on 
common ground slip by. Concerned stu-
dents should ask him why. 

f 

20-WEEK ABORTION BAN 
(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Today, I rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 1797, legislation that 
would throw doctors in jail for pro-
viding constitutionally protected 
health care. Many of my colleagues 
talk about less government. Well, 
here’s a place where I agree. This bill 
takes away the ability of women to 
make their own health care decisions 
and attempts to replace the informed 
judgment of doctors with the opinions 
of politicians. 

Often, there are unexpected com-
plications. Danielle Deaver’s amniotic 
fluid ruptured at 22 weeks, leaving the 
pregnancy without adequate fluid to 
continue to develop. Jennifer Peterson 
was pregnant when she was diagnosed 
with invasive breast cancer. Danielle, 
Jennifer, and women like them should 
be able to face these difficult situa-
tions by consulting with their doctors. 
They should not have to worry about 
whether they’re violating an unconsti-
tutional law. 

When abortion is made illegal, it 
does not go away; it becomes unsafe. 
Let’s not play politics with women’s 
health care. Let’s focus on prevention 
and making sure that women have ac-
cess to safe and legal abortions. I urge 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on this un-
constitutional bill. 

f 

HONORING AND CONGRATULATING 
U.S. MARINE CORPORAL 
ZACKERY WALLICK OF DUNDEE, 
OHIO 
(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Zackery 
Wallick of Dundee, Ohio, who is the re-
cipient of the Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal with the V, the 
fifth-highest award for his service. 

Zackery received this medal for put-
ting himself in great danger in order to 
protect a fellow wounded marine in Af-
ghanistan in August of 2010. He was 
serving as a first team leader of a regi-
mental combat team when a grenade 
was thrown at him and a fellow marine 
by Taliban forces. Without hesitation, 
Zackery threw himself on the marine 
closest to the explosion, shielding him 
from the blast. 

Thankfully, neither of the marines 
were injured. Zackery’s display of her-
oism deserves the utmost respect, and 
I’m proud to honor him today. Zackery 
has been honorably discharged from 
the Marine Corps and is now consid-
ering attending college. He hopes to 
pursue a career in law enforcement as 
a parole officer. 

f 

PEPFAR 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 
this morning, I had the honor of join-
ing Secretary Kerry and hundreds of 
advocates to mark the 10th anniver-
sary of our global aids program known 
as PEPFAR. Ten years ago, when the 
AIDS pandemic was ravaging many Af-
rican countries, Democrats, Repub-
licans, and Independents put aside our 
differences and came together to create 
the largest, most effective foreign aid 
program to date. 

I’m very humbled to have played a 
small role in the creation of PEPFAR 
and proud about the leadership of the 
Congressional Black Caucus and our 
chair at that time, Congresswoman 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON—even before 
the world knew about this initiative. 
And I’m so proud of the role my staff 
played over the years, including the 
late, beloved Michael Riggs, whose 
memory and leadership Secretary 
Kerry recognized this morning. 

To quote from a 2002 letter to Presi-
dent Bush, the Congressional Black 
Caucus called for ‘‘an expanded United 
States initiative’’ to ‘‘respond to the 
greatest plague in recorded history.’’ 
The next month, in his State of the 
Union speech, President Bush boldly 
embraced our call to action. 

Now, a decade later, PEPFAR’s suc-
cess isn’t just measured in terms of 
dollars spent but in lives saved and 
communities transformed. 

f 

THE PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN 
CHILD PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today we are going to move 
one step closer to banning late-term 
abortions by supporting H.R. 1797, 
called the Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act. 

Late-term abortion isn’t rare. I was 
dismayed and disheartened to hear of 

the horrors from the Kermit Gosnell 
trial. Worse, this past month, in my 
home State of Texas, former employees 
of the abortionist Douglas Karpen al-
leged he killed babies born alive. 

These acts are inexcusable, immoral 
and unjustifiable. It’s time we got rid 
of this gruesome and barbaric proce-
dure to prevent future cases like 
Gosnell’s and Karpen’s once and for all. 
The procedure is not only unethical 
but unessential. There’s extensive evi-
dence that unborn babies aborted in 
this manner are alive until the end of 
the procedure and fully experience the 
pain associated with the procedure. 

We’ve got to do the right thing. We 
must ban late-term abortion. I urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 1797 and pro-
tect the value of life, women and un-
born babies. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the many mom- 
and-pop shops and small businesses 
across the country as we celebrate Na-
tional Small Business Week. I know 
firsthand the difference that small 
businesses make in our communities. 
Almost 70 years ago, my grandmother 
purchased a little neighborhood store 
and proclaimed to my grandfather, 
‘‘We’re in the grocery business now.’’ 

Like most small business families, 
we took pride in what we did. We 
shared in the trials and triumphs of 
small business ownership. It was chal-
lenging, but it was rewarding. Our gro-
cery store was our family taking a shot 
at the American Dream and sharing 
that success with others. 

According to the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, more than half of 
Americans either own or work for a 
small business, and they create about 
two out of every three new jobs in the 
United States each year. Small busi-
nesses are the backbone of our commu-
nities—opening new storefronts, train-
ing American workers, and manufac-
turing and selling goods in our neigh-
borhoods. This may be National Small 
Business Week, but our Nation 
wouldn’t be what it is today without 
every day being a small business day. 

f 

b 1220 

HONORING THE HARDING FAMILY 
FOR THEIR MISSIONARY WORK 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with great honor to pay respect 
to Bill Harding and his family, who 
have served for the last 60 years as mis-
sionaries in Ethiopia. In our increas-
ingly self-serving society, their sac-
rifice on behalf of others is truly re-
markable. 
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