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target the most environmentally sen-
sitive areas and reenroll higher pri-
ority lands, providing more stability 
for farmers, better results for the tax-
payers, and more flexibility at the 
State level. 

Third, and perhaps most important, 
an amendment I’m cosponsoring, along 
with Mr. CHAFFETZ, would apply rea-
sonable limits for means testing crop 
insurance. The crop insurance program 
needs greater scrutiny by Congress. It 
is an area where the Federal Govern-
ment provides huge subsidies to insur-
ance companies to sell and service the 
policies. It pays most of the indem-
nities when there are losses and gen-
erous subsidies to make the premiums 
cheaper for farmers. 

Today, in The New York Times, there 
was an article that talks about the 
fraud and waste in the program that, 
really, we haven’t zeroed in. There are 
clear areas of abuse that need more at-
tention. 

My friend Mr. MCGOVERN had an 
amendment that said before you slash 
nutrition, at least have the rate of 
fraud and abuse down to the same level 
as food stamps. I think that’s a good 
proposal. 

The amendment that I have intro-
duced with Mr. CHAFFETZ, it would put 
a limit of $750,000, beyond which we 
would no longer subsidize the crop in-
surance for the large agribusinesses. 
It’s not that they couldn’t have crop 
insurance; it’s just the taxpayer will 
not be on the hook. 

It’s important for us to start paying 
attention to the crop insurance pro-
gram. As we, theoretically, get rid of 
direct payments, although we still are 
going to have direct payments for cot-
ton, and I have an amendment on that 
as well, it’s important to look at the 
overall structure of this program. We 
don’t want to be in a situation where, 
actually, we’re going to end up paying 
more for crop insurance than the cost 
of traditional commodity programs 
proposed by the House and the Senate, 
and that there are not incentives to be 
able to use it efficiently and to root 
out fraud and abuse. 

I would strongly urge my colleagues 
to look at amendments like I have pro-
posed, and others. Look at how the 
FARRM Bill, the most important envi-
ronmental nutrition and economic de-
velopment for small towns and rural 
America, can be done better. 

It’s past time to have a farm bill that 
is environmentally sound, that is cost 
effective and targets areas that need 
the help the most. This ought to be an 
area where we can follow through on 
the desire to get more value out of tax 
dollars while we help more people. 

I look forward to the debate this 
week. I hope it is robust, and I do hope 
that we’ll be able to debate the wide 
range of these issues that would make 
this FARRM Bill much better. 

f 

CUTS TO THE SNAP PROGRAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 

Minnesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, the House debates a FARRM Bill 
that eliminates SNAP benefits for 
38,000 Minnesotans and nearly 2 million 
Americans. 

Last week, I hosted a listening ses-
sion with Congressman ELLISON on how 
this would impact our State. We heard 
from faith leaders, service providers, 
State and county officials, SNAP re-
cipients, young and old. 

Evelyn, a senior, told us she was ter-
rified she’d lose her SNAP eligibility 
under the House bill, and I quote from 
her: ‘‘Without the help from SNAP, I 
wouldn’t be able to buy the healthy 
foods, fresh fruits and vegetables I need 
to keep my diabetes in check. Without 
SNAP,’’ she said, ‘‘I don’t know what I 
would do.’’ 

For millions of seniors like Evelyn, 
SNAP is a lifeline. It ensures that they 
don’t have to choose between medicine 
or buying food. And for America’s chil-
dren, they should be able to attend 
school and be able to solidly con-
centrate on their studies because they 
had something to eat. 

I urge my colleagues to reject this 
immoral cut and to remember the 
words of Patricia Lull, director of St. 
Paul Council of Churches: ‘‘No more 
hungry neighbors.’’ 

f 

THE IMPENDING STUDENT LOAN 
INTEREST RATE HIKE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. REED) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to talk about an issue I deeply care 
about, and that issue is the afford-
ability and ability of students across 
America to get a college degree. 

Mr. Speaker, as we face this impend-
ing student interest loan cliff on July 
1, I want to share with you and with 
the American public a personal story. 

I’m the youngest of 12. I have eight 
older sisters, three older brothers, and 
my mother and father made a commit-
ment to each other that each and every 
one of us would get some sort of college 
degree or advanced degree. 

My father passed when I was 2, and 
there were six of us left in our house-
hold that my mother had to raise on 
her own. I went to college, went to law 
school, and I watched in her eyes the 
fulfillment of that promise that she 
and my dad made to each and every 
one of us. 
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Now, not all of my siblings went to 
law school. One got a vocational degree 
cutting hair, who now works in Ari-
zona. I have the law degree, and there’s 
a whole mix in between. 

As we deal with the issue of student 
loan interest, we need to make sure 
that we stand for the students and that 
we stand for the next generation, be-
cause a college degree and a higher 
educational pursuit will arm those 

young men and women for generations 
and empower them to control their 
own destiny in their own hands. 

So I come today on my side of the 
aisle and say to my colleagues, thank 
you for joining us in passing a bill in 
the House that would avert the inter-
est rate spike that will be coming up 
on July 1. I ask my colleagues to join 
me and to demand that the Senate 
take action. 

As you see, Mr. Speaker, the Senate 
has failed to pass a piece of legislation 
in the Senate to avert this fiscal cliff 
to our students across America. To me, 
Mr. Speaker, that’s just not right. 
That’s just not fair. We need to do bet-
ter. And what we need to do is to pass 
a reform out of this body and out of 
this Congress that takes the student 
out of this political theater that has 
become the student loan interest spike 
every year that we have to deal with. 

The proposal in the House, to me, 
makes sense. It’s a commonsense, mar-
ket-based approach that will lower in-
terest rates on 70 percent of the loans 
that students receive in going to col-
lege and advanced degrees. 

I ask the Senate and I ask my col-
leagues to continue to join us to put 
pressure on the Senate to say enough is 
enough. We care about students. Let’s 
address this issue so that they don’t 
see that interest rate spike that is 
coming over the horizon and say to the 
White House, Sign this legislation once 
and for all that removes the students 
from the political debate that this 
issue has become. 

f 

PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN CHILD 
PROTECTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
as the House begins consideration of 
H.R. 1797, I rise in solidarity with the 
women of the world. I rise in outrage 
at yet another attempt to control our 
bodies and make choices for us instead 
of allowing women to make their own 
choice with their doctors and their 
families. 

First of all, it’s the woman’s body, 
not yours. She alone bears the burden, 
the pain and joy that it brings. Please 
stop trying to regulate our reproduc-
tive organs. They belong to us. 

To the men who feel so inclined to 
tell women what to do, I ask: Have you 
ever had a menstrual period? Have you 
ever felt unbearable pain in every bone 
of your body during childbirth? Will 
you be there for a mother when she 
needs prenatal care, formula, and dia-
pers? Will you support Head Start pro-
grams? Will you focus on creating good 
public schools? Will you reform foster 
care and stop greasing the prison pipe-
line with unwanted children? 

There are grandmothers living in 
trailer parks and public housing single- 
handedly raising millions of grand-
children. Where are you when Grandma 
is trying to feed Jerome, Shaquita, 
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Pedro, Heather, and John? The only 
time I see you is on the floor of the 
House trying to take away Grandma’s 
Social Security and attacking her 
Medicare and food stamps. Grandma 
doesn’t have a car, so she has no ID so 
she can vote you out of office. 

For some reason, you care about a 
baby right until the minute it is born 
into the world, and then you disappear 
and desert the children you claim to 
protect and love. Shame on you. Stop 
the cradle-to-grave neglect and abuse. 
Stop the shenanigans and bring to the 
floor bills that will create jobs, jobs, 
jobs for the American people. And mind 
your own business and regulate your 
own body. 

f 

ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE ENERGY 
POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, it is 
great to come down on the floor to just 
take a few minutes to talk about en-
ergy policy in this country. Repub-
licans on this side and many of my 
friends across the aisle, we do believe 
and speak about an all-of-the-above en-
ergy strategy. That means ‘‘all of the 
above.’’ 

First, and the Speaker would not be 
surprised that I would come down and 
talk about nuclear power and how that, 
in the whole line of the processing of 
the fuel to the electricity production, 
they are good-paying jobs. There are 
challenges we have to overcome, which 
is the high level of nuclear waste, the 
spent nuclear fuel, and the location for 
that, because that is a cost burden on 
the industry until we get that solved as 
we promised. 

Another major important energy pro-
duction for us is coal. I come from 
southern Illinois. There are a lot of 
coal mines there, and electricity is 
generated by coal. It is low-cost fuel, 
and it provides great jobs for our coal 
miners, and it also creates high-paying 
jobs in rural America for the power 
plants in remote locations. 

The Governor of the State of Illinois 
just signed what they’re claiming to be 
the most intense and precise fracking 
bill in the Nation, which will allow us 
to look for, locate, and recover, 
through the fracking process, we be-
lieve, crude oil to the extent of which 
we haven’t seen since World War II, 
which also will ease our reliance on im-
ported crude oil. 

Also part of this debate is the re-
newal portfolio debate, and some of 
that would be wind and solar. But don’t 
forget the agriculture input through 
the RFS, which would be biodiesel, 
whether that is by soybeans or by re-
formulated cooking oil or beef tallow, 
or the ethanol debate, whether that is 
a cellulosic, the future generation of 
ethanol production, or the corn-based 
ethanol production as it is. 

It’s a great time in the energy debate 
in this country because we’re now at a 

point where we are demanding less and 
producing more, which would allow us 
then to at least stabilize and hopefully 
lower our prices while we then con-
tinue to become, now, an energy ex-
porter. 

We’re in a hearing today in the En-
ergy and Power Subcommittee to talk 
about exporting coal and exporting 
liquified natural gas. That will be rev-
enue and jobs to this great country. 
For many of us, we haven’t seen times 
like this in a long time, and it’s up to 
us in the public policy arena to make 
sure that we don’t mess it up by in-
creasing regulatory demands and other 
hurdles which will inhibit the entre-
preneurs and the risk-takers from tak-
ing advantage of this great oppor-
tunity. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Brad Hales, Reformation 

Lutheran Church, Culpeper, Virginia, 
offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, maker of Heaven and 
Earth, I thank You and praise You for 
the blessing of this day. I thank You 
for our country. I thank You for the 
laws and government which You insti-
tuted for order and honor, and I thank 
you for our active military and vet-
erans who have sacrificed over and over 
to make us free. 

Father, as a Nation, as individuals, 
and as a government, we must repent 
and always come back to You for 
truth, wisdom, forgiveness, and hope. 
Let us follow Your words from the 
Prophet Joel: ‘‘Return to the Lord 
Your God, for He is gracious and mer-
ciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love.’’ 

I pray all these things in the power-
ful and the authority-filled name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-

woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) 

come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. BONAMICI led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND BRADLEY 
HALES 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CAN-
TOR), the distinguished majority lead-
er, is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to welcome Pastor Bradley Hales 
of the Reformation Lutheran Church of 
Culpeper, Virginia, to the House floor. 

For the past 19 years, Pastor Hales 
has been focusing on the renewal and 
revitalization of churches for greater 
growth and involvement in their com-
munities. As the leader of his church in 
Culpeper, he has overseen the expan-
sion of a congregation that was once 
only several dozen members strong to 
over 240 today. 

With a great passion and caring for 
our senior citizens, Pastor Hales was 
very influential in starting The Place, 
a gathering center within the church 
for seniors who wish to meet others 
and stay involved with their commu-
nity. 

Pastor Hales’ civic engagement and 
enthusiasm for improving the lives of 
others is not limited to the house of 
worship. Pastor Hales also serves as a 
member of the Culpeper Human Serv-
ices Board and teaches Civil War his-
tory at the Culpeper Christian School. 

His energy and compassion have a 
positive effect on so many, the 
Culpeper Times named him Citizen of 
the Year in 2012. 

Pastor Hales, I’d like to thank you 
for being with us here today and offer-
ing this morning’s prayer. Your leader-
ship and willingness to help others is 
an inspiration to us all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YODER). The Chair will entertain 15 fur-
ther requests for 1-minute speeches on 
each side of the aisle. 

f 

REGULATIONS ON THE FREE 
MARKET FOR SUGAR 

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak about sugar. As 
conservatives, we have a duty to speak 
out against programs that use regula-
tions to stifle the free market, protect 
special interests, and have outlived 
their purpose. There are few programs 
that better fit this than the current 
system of price supports, import re-
strictions, and production quotas that 
make up our sugar program. 
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