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to the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR), someone who is clearly a bet-
ter gentleman than I am. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank my colleague for the time and 
her teamwork on this public lands ini-
tiative. 

But I am very frustrated that it even 
is necessary for us to re-introduce this 
legislation. It shouldn’t take years and 
an act of Congress to right a wrong. 
Last year, the House overwhelmingly 
passed this bill by a vote count of 421– 
1. Unfortunately, it was the victim of 
partisan gridlock in the United States 
Senate and was not sent to the Presi-
dent before the end of the 112th Con-
gress. 

I see this initiative as unfinished 
business from the last Congress; and I 
hope, together, we can get this across 
the finish line very quickly this year. 

H.R. 862 is a commonsense solution 
to an incomprehensible Federal land 
situation in northern Arizona. In 1960, 
the Federal Government conducted a 
survey in which several acres of the 
United States Forest Service land were 
misidentified as private property. 

It was not until 2007, when the Fed-
eral Government contracted another 
private survey, that the mistakes were 
realized, and the residents of the 
Mountainaire neighborhood were in-
formed of these errors. 

Until the 2007 survey, many of these 
residents have maintained these par-
cels and developed them as their own 
for years and, in some cases, decades. 
In essence, the Federal Government 
seized lands the residents had main-
tained, developed, and paid taxes on for 
years. 

Questions associated with the land 
ownership have plummeted property 
values in the neighborhood and pre-
vented a number of owners from selling 
their homes. On some of those parcels, 
the revised boundary goes practically 
through portions of the residents’ 
homes or backyards. 

To fix the untenable situation, we re-
introduced H.R. 862. The bill simply au-
thorizes the Forest Service to convey 
all rights, titles, and interests to ap-
proximately 2.67 acres of the Coconino 
National Forest to the homeowners for 
a small fee, using an estimation proc-
ess Congress utilized in another land 
exchange in the same northern Arizona 
county from the 109th Congress, Public 
Law No. 109–110. 

The Forest Service does not want to 
own these people’s living rooms, and 
the property owners certainly do not 
want to share their homes or their 
yards with the Forest Service. This bill 
is a no-brainer, reported out of the 
Natural Resources Committee by unan-
imous consent. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this legislation and relieve 
some northern Arizonans of this finan-
cially burdensome situation. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, when the 
House acts this way, it’s some of the 
most brightest, proudest moments for 
me—that I am a part of this House 

when Congress, when Members of this 
House do something to right a wrong. 
And in this case, not just right a 
wrong, but because of a survey and a 
mistake by surveyors in the 1960s, 
these homeowners are now even willing 
to put up their own money and buy a 
piece of property that they thought 
they always owned. 

This is a proud moment, and I sup-
port the bill, Mr. Speaker. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 

this is one situation that is just unbe-
lievable that the situation exists. It is 
unbelievable that it takes legislation 
to solve this type of a problem. 

And I want to thank Mr. GOSAR, as 
well as Mrs. KIRKPATRICK from Arizona, 
for working together to try and solve 
this problem that should never have 
existed in the first place. 

It’s a good bill. I urge support. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 862. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 
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BUFFALO SOLDIERS IN THE 
NATIONAL PARKS STUDY ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 520) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a 
study of alternatives for commemo-
rating and interpreting the role of the 
Buffalo Soldiers in the early years of 
the National Parks, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 520 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Buffalo Sol-
diers in the National Parks Study Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) In the late 19th century and early 20th 
century, African-American troops who came 
to be known as the Buffalo Soldiers served in 
many critical roles in the western United 
States, including protecting some of the first 
National Parks. 

(2) Based at the Presidio in San Francisco, 
Buffalo Soldiers were assigned to Sequoia 
and Yosemite National Parks where they pa-
trolled the backcountry, built trails, stopped 
poaching, and otherwise served in the roles 
later assumed by National Park rangers. 

(3) The public would benefit from having 
opportunities to learn more about the Buf-

falo Soldiers in the National Parks and their 
contributions to the management of Na-
tional Parks and the legacy of African-Amer-
icans in the post-Civil War era. 

(4) As the centennial of the National Park 
Service in 2016 approaches, it is an especially 
appropriate time to conduct research and in-
crease public awareness of the stewardship 
role the Buffalo Soldiers played in the early 
years of the National Parks. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to 
authorize a study to determine the most ef-
fective ways to increase understanding and 
public awareness of the critical role that the 
Buffalo Soldiers played in the early years of 
the National Parks. 
SEC. 3. STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall conduct a study of alternatives 
for commemorating and interpreting the 
role of the Buffalo Soldiers in the early years 
of the National Parks. 

(b) CONTENTS OF STUDY.—The study shall 
include— 

(1) a historical assessment, based on exten-
sive research, of the Buffalo Soldiers who 
served in National Parks in the years prior 
to the establishment of the National Park 
Service; 

(2) an evaluation of the suitability and fea-
sibility of establishing a national historic 
trail commemorating the route traveled by 
the Buffalo Soldiers from their post in the 
Presidio of San Francisco to Sequoia and Yo-
semite National Parks and to any other Na-
tional Parks where they may have served; 

(3) the identification of properties that 
could meet criteria for listing in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places or criteria 
for designation as National Historic Land-
marks; 

(4) an evaluation of appropriate ways to 
enhance historical research, education, in-
terpretation, and public awareness of the 
story of the Buffalo Soldiers’ stewardship 
role in the National Parks, including ways to 
link the story to the development of Na-
tional Parks and the story of African-Amer-
ican military service following the Civil 
War; and 

(5) any other matters that the Secretary of 
the Interior deems appropriate for this 
study. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after 
funds are made available for the study, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the 
Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report containing the study’s findings 
and recommendations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman 
from the Northern Mariana Islands 
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 

again I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
This particular bill authorizes the 

National Park Service, again, to con-
duct a study. The cost of the study 
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would be subject to appropriations. 
This study would commemorate the 
role of Buffalo Soldiers in the early 
years of our National Park Service. 

For 25 years preceding the creation of 
the National Park Service, Yosemite 
National Park was administered by the 
United States Army, and the Buffalo 
Soldiers played a key role protecting 
the park resources that have been en-
joyed by many people today. 

This bill would simply authorize a 
study as to the role that we should do 
in commemorating the Buffalo Soldiers 
in the National Park system specifi-
cally as it deals with Yosemite Na-
tional Park. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume, and then I will also yield time to 
the distinguished gentlelady from Cali-
fornia. 

H.R. 520 would direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to study ways the Na-
tional Park Service could commemo-
rate the role of Buffalo Soldiers. Buf-
falo Soldiers were African American 
troops who served in our first National 
Parks, including Yosemite and Sequoia 
National Parks, prior to the establish-
ment of the National Park Service. 

The legislation, sponsored by Con-
gresswoman SPEIER, was ordered favor-
ably reported by the Natural Resources 
Committee in April. This legislation 
has passed the House during the pre-
vious two Congresses. 

I commend my colleague, Congress-
woman SPEIER, for introducing this 
legislation and for her leadership on 
this issue. We strongly support this 
legislation. 

At this time, I yield as much time as 
she may consume to the Congress-
woman from California. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands for yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise this evening in 
support of my legislation, the Buffalo 
Soldiers in the National Parks Study 
Act, which will allow the Department 
of the Interior to study the role the 
Buffalo Soldiers played in defending 
our first national parks. This is a key 
step in preserving the legacy of the 
Army’s first African American infantry 
and cavalry units and the contribu-
tions they made to the Nation. 

This bill has passed the House under 
suspension of the rules twice before, 
once in the 111th Congress and once in 
the 112th Congress. I’m grateful to the 
many cosponsors of this legislation, as 
well. 

Specifically, my bill would evaluate 
the feasibility of a National Historic 
Trail along the Buffalo Soldier route 
from their historic military post at the 
San Francisco Presidio to Yosemite 
and Sequoia National Parks. The study 
would also identify properties that 
could be listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places or designation as Na-
tional Historic Landmarks. 

For several years, Buffalo Soldier 
regiments traveled 320 miles along this 

route to patrol the park lands for 
loggers and poachers, build new trails, 
and escort visitors. The Buffalo Sol-
diers were among our very first park 
rangers, a task these troops took on 
with pride after serving bravely in the 
Civil War and other campaigns. 

Because of the color of their skin, the 
Buffalo Soldiers were all too often 
marginalized instead of respected for 
their service to the Nation, both on 
and off the battlefield. However, during 
their time protecting the parks, they 
not only confronted racism and dis-
crimination—they overcame it. They 
became respected neighbors and friends 
to people living in the park regions, 
and they made real inroads towards ra-
cial progress that was extraordinary 
for their day. Although they were as-
signed to watch over government prop-
erty for only a relatively short time, 
the Buffalo Soldiers helped lay the 
groundwork for some of our greatest 
wilderness to be preserved forever. 

I’m proud that the Buffalo Soldiers 
traveled through my district on their 
way to the parks, and I believe this bill 
will help shine a light on the history 
they made in the great State of Cali-
fornia and in many places across our 
great country. 

All Americans, from all walks of life, 
will benefit from learning about this 
often-overlooked chapter in our his-
tory. The Buffalo Soldiers’ story is ul-
timately about the triumph not just of 
African American troops over prejudice 
and injustice, but about the movement 
of our Nation toward a more tolerant 
and courageous society. This is history 
that should be more fully incorporated 
into our parks system, and I believe it 
will enhance the parks experience for 
millions of visitors for many years to 
come. I thank my colleagues for sup-
porting this bill. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, we sup-
port the bill. 

I have no further speakers, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, as we consider 
H.R. 520, the Buffalo Soldiers in the National 
Parks Study Act, I would like to recognize the 
important contributions of Colonel Charles 
Young. 

As a Member of the House Armed Services 
Committee and Co-Chair of the House Historic 
Preservation Caucus, I have the privilege of 
frequently working with our servicemembers 
as well as a great appreciation for our nation’s 
historic treasures. Additionally, Colonel 
Young’s home, located in my community in 
Southwest Ohio, was recently designated as a 
National Historic Monument. 

Colonel Young, the third African-American 
to graduate from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point in 1889, was a distin-
guished officer in the U.S. Army. He was a 
pioneer of military intelligence techniques, a 
commander of troops in combat in the Span-
ish-American War and the Mexican expedition 
against Pancho Villa. 

His first assignment after graduation was 
with the Buffalo Soldiers in the 10th Cavalry in 
Nebraska, and then with the 9th and 10th 

Cavalries in Utah. With the outbreak of the 
Spanish-American War, he was reassigned as 
Second Lieutenant to training duty at Camp 
Alger, Virginia. 

In 1903, then-Captain Young was in com-
mand of the 10th Cavalry stationed at the Pre-
sidio of San Francisco. That summer, with the 
Army responsible for its management, Colonel 
Young was assigned to serve as Acting Su-
perintendent of Sequoia National Parks in 
California. 

Colonel Young was then awarded a com-
mission as a Major in the Ninth Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry. Later, during the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, he commanded a squadron of the 
10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers in Cuba. 
Throughout his military career, Colonel Young 
distinguished himself in service to our nation 
with the Buffalo Soldiers of the 9th and 10th 
Cavalries, and the 25th Infantry, as well as 
serving as Professor of Military Science at Wil-
berforce University, Ohio. 

Today the House will continue to honor the 
legacy and leadership of the Buffalo Soldiers. 
Colonel Charles Young stands out as a shin-
ing example of the dedication, service, and 
commitment of the Buffalo Soldiers throughout 
United States and world history. 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to recognize the im-
portant historical contributions of Buffalo Sol-
diers such as Colonel Young. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 520. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 113–37) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
Western Balkans that was declared in 
Executive Order 13219 of June 26, 2001, 
is to remain in effect beyond June 26, 
2013. 

The crisis constituted by the actions 
of persons engaged in, or assisting, 
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