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York City. Ed was larger than life. He 
was a great mayor of the city of New 
York, a fantastic Congressman before 
that, and a personal friend of mine and 
so many others. It’s generally thought 
that Ed was the one who brought New 
York City back from the bad days— 
starting the good days. He was the 
quintessential mayor of New York, 
walking up and down the streets when 
he was mayor, asking people, ‘‘How am 
I doing?’’ 

I just want to say this body had the 
good fortune to have had Ed Koch as 
one of its Members, and New York City 
had the good fortune to have him as 
mayor for three terms, and I had the 
good fortune to have him as my friend. 
In later years, he and I would meet pe-
riodically and go out for lunch at one 
of the restaurants downtown in mid- 
Manhattan. Ed would always pick the 
restaurant and be as feisty as ever. He 
was a very proud, proud New Yorker, 
and we are very proud of Congressman 
and Mayor Ed Koch. I will miss him 
dearly, as will all of New York and 
America. May he rest in peace. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL PRAYER CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HUDSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I appre-

ciate the opportunity to come to the 
floor tonight to discuss our Nation’s 
rich spiritual heritage and the founda-
tion it laid for the religious freedoms 
we still enjoy today. I’m hosting this 
Special Order hour as founder and co- 
chairman of the Congressional Prayer 
Caucus, a bipartisan group with more 
than 90 Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives dedicated to protecting re-
ligious freedom in America and pre-
serving our Nation’s rich spiritual her-
itage. I co-chair this caucus with my 
good friend, Mr. MIKE MCINTYRE, a 
Democrat Member from North Caro-
lina. We founded the caucus in 2005 to 
formally acknowledge the important 
role that faith plays in American life 
and to recognize our Nation’s religious 
heritage. We’re working to guard these 
legacies for future generations. 

Members of the Congressional Prayer 
Caucus gather each week in the United 
States Capitol, just a few feet from 
here, to pray for our Nation. We leave 
political labels at the door and we join 
in prayer for one another and our coun-
try. We all know how unusual it is in 
the current political climate for Mem-

bers to unite across the aisle and work 
together. Yet throughout the more 
than 200-year history of our Nation, 
prayer has played a vital role in 
strengthening the fabric of our society. 

Mr. Speaker, our prayers build upon 
the legacy that was established by 
early legislators. In fact, the first act 
of America’s first Congress in 1774 was 
to ask a minister to open with prayer 
and lead Congress in the reading of 
four chapters of the Bible. As our fledg-
ling Nation grew and encountered over-
whelming challenges, time and time 
again we saw our Nation’s leaders turn 
to God in prayer. 

We live in a challenging time. Wher-
ever I go, I encounter people who want 
to know if the future of America is op-
timistic or pessimistic. When I review 
the insurmountable challenges our Na-
tion overcame to get to this point—the 
Civil War, World War II, the Great De-
pression, and so many more—I believe 
our future is optimistic. As long as 
there are men and women in our gov-
ernment and throughout our Nation 
who continue to turn to God for help, 
we’ll always have hope. 

In addition to joining in prayer each 
week, members of the Prayer Caucus 
also work together to preserve the 
presence of religion, faith, and moral-
ity in the marketplace of ideas. We’re 
seeing increased efforts to remove ref-
erences to God and faith from the pub-
lic square. Activists seek to remove 
‘‘God’’ from our national motto and 
Pledge of Allegiance. They seek to pre-
vent city and county councils from 
praying and recognizing our Nation’s 
spiritual heritage. And they seek to si-
lence people who wish to live out their 
faith. 
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Members of the Prayer Caucus have 
countered these efforts, successfully 
ensuring that our history remains in-
tact for future generations. 

In the 112th Congress, I introduced a 
resolution reaffirming our national 
motto ‘‘In God We Trust’’ and encour-
aging its public display in public build-
ings. The measure passed overwhelm-
ingly by a vote of 396–9. Some ask why 
we needed to reaffirm our national 
motto; yet if left unstated, the motto 
could be changed in a de facto manner. 

On November 2010, before a worldwide 
audience in a much publicized speech 
focusing on the United States’ rela-
tionship with the Muslim world, Presi-
dent Obama incorrectly proclaimed 
that our national motto was ‘‘E 
Pluribus Unum.’’ Despite a bipartisan 
letter from 42 Members of Congress, 
the President didn’t correct his inac-
curate statement. Now, thanks to the 
House passage of the In God We Trust 
resolution, children across America 
know that if God can be displayed on 
the walls of their classroom, they can-
not be prevented from talking about 
him at school. 

Members of the Prayer Caucus also 
worked to correct inaccuracies and 
omissions in the Capitol Visitor Cen-

ter. In 2008, the over-half-billion-dollar 
Capitol Visitor Center opened for the 
purpose of educating over 15,000 Capitol 
visitors daily on the legislative proc-
ess, as well as the history and develop-
ment of the architecture and art of the 
U.S. Capitol. 

When Members toured the facility, 
however, CVC historians had censored 
the building of any references to our 
Judeo-Christian history. They had re-
placed the inscription of ‘‘In God We 
Trust’’ inscribed right behind you on 
the Speaker’s rostrum with stars and a 
replica of the House Chamber and had 
cropped an actual picture of the Cham-
ber so you could not see the words ‘‘In 
God We Trust.’’ 

Additionally, a plaque was placed in 
the CVC falsely educating visitors that 
the national motto was E Pluribus 
Unum. They had not included the 
Pledge of Allegiance in the CVC be-
cause it referenced God. Only after 
Members of Congress intervened pub-
licly and legislatively were these omis-
sions and inaccuracies corrected. 

I am proud to partner with my good 
friend, Mr. MIKE MCINTYRE, in leading 
this extraordinary group of Members in 
the Congressional Prayer Caucus, and 
I’m so pleased to be joined this evening 
by my colleagues who are working to 
protect religious freedom in America 
and around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I would 
like to yield to my colleague and my 
good friend from New Mexico (Mr. 
PEARCE). 

Mr. PEARCE. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding and for his work on the 
Prayer Caucus. I would also acknowl-
edge my good friend, MIKE MCINTYRE, 
for his work. This idea of religious free-
dom and liberty is indeed a bipartisan 
issue. 

Our Founding Fathers came here 
from countries that had monarchs— 
kings—kings that could tell a person 
who they were to marry, what job they 
could have, what level of education 
they might attain. They could tell you 
what church you must be a member of. 
It was those state-ordained religions 
that many came to this country to get 
away from. They came here with an 
idea of a government that could only 
declare what your freedoms were, not 
limit those freedoms. It was that free-
dom of religion that caused many of 
the colonies to be organized dif-
ferently, by different faiths—and some 
by no faith at all. It was in that back-
drop that the Constitution was written 
which caused our Founding Fathers 
great pause. 

The initial Constitution was written 
and could not be ratified. It could not 
be ratified by enough States until more 
freedoms were added, more freedoms 
that began with the First Amendment 
to the Constitution, the amendment 
that declared that we would have reli-
gious freedoms, that the government 
could make no laws concerning those 
freedoms. 

Our Founding Fathers well under-
stood the value of free and open expres-
sion of religious faith, one that was 
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free from the tentacles of government, 
one that was free for each person to 
choose, to exercise or to not exercise. 
Our Founding Fathers were not hesi-
tant to declare their reliance on divine 
guidance. 

Shortly after our Revolution—that 
revolution of ideas that started this 
grand experiment of self-governance— 
it was amazing that France decided 
they would try the same thing. But 
they were oh so uncertain about this 
divine guidance, this relationship with 
a higher power; and so they wanted 
something more tangible. 

Their revolution became about rea-
son. The problem with reason was that 
it was a human-ordained institution. 
We ourselves, we as people would not 
acknowledge that we were to comply 
with a higher power. That reliance on 
reason among men resulted in the 
chaos that became the French Revolu-
tion. It never found the success that 
the American Revolution had. I believe 
that much of that failure—and much of 
our success—was the difference in reli-
ance, that difference of internal com-
mitment to values and rules outside 
oneself. 

Our Founding Fathers well under-
stood that we, in order to have a Re-
public, must be a moral Nation. They 
declared that a Republic or democ-
racy—whichever you would call it— 
can’t impose through tremendous ty-
rannical restraints. It depends on us 
having a voluntary compliance with 
laws. 

They feared a Federal Government 
that was too strong. The Constitution 
repeatedly limits the power of the Fed-
eral Government because they knew 
what strong centralized governments 
would do. They had to escape from Eu-
rope to get away from those exact 
things. 

Today, we find a central government 
that is willing to compromise our free-
dom of religion and the freedom of ex-
pression of religion. Whether a person 
has a religious belief or not, it should 
cause you concern that this govern-
ment is willing to take away the con-
science protections. To make people 
buy products that offend their basic 
core beliefs should be alarming to any 
single member of this country, any sin-
gle citizen. To find a government that 
will declare doctors have to perform 
acts that offend their very conscience 
is something that should give us all 
pause. But, instead, we see a Federal 
Government charging more heartily 
into the fray, even to diminishing and 
dismissing the belief in a higher power. 

I think that that’s the reason that 
the Congressional Prayer Caucus is so 
necessary and so needed at this time, 
because a Nation that forgets the real 
values is at risk of much greater catas-
trophe than what we’ve seen thus far, 
much greater catastrophe than an 
economy sagging brings, the loss of 
jobs brings. Because right now, we in 
America are struggling to find out 
what’s in our heart. 

We see many who are declaring that 
people are essentially good. The prob-

lem is not the person; the problem is in 
the guns, for example. I would say that 
the greater problem in America is not 
guns. The problem in America is the 
heart of America. Until we acknowl-
edge and begin to reflect on that, until 
we begin to teach the new generations 
the importance of our heart in aligning 
with the heart of God, I think this Na-
tion is going to go through more tur-
moil, more questions. 

Our recommendation is that this 
Congress would stay away from lim-
iting religious freedoms. I would re-
quest that every single citizen of this 
country contemplate those limitations 
that are currently being considered, 
those attempts to silence those in the 
faith community. A secular govern-
ment is far different from a secular so-
ciety, and yet that appears to be the 
discussion that we’re having. 

So, again, I would like to thank the 
gentleman from Virginia for his leader-
ship in this issue. I would like to thank 
all of the members of the Congres-
sional Prayer Caucus. But I would es-
pecially like to thank the members and 
the citizens of this country for the un-
flagging belief that there is something 
more important than the human ideas. 
There’s something more powerful, 
more stable, and more permanent than 
our current viewpoints on policies. 
Those are the laws of God that are in-
herent and knowledgeable to each one 
of us. 

Again, I thank the gentleman for his 
leadership on this issue. 

b 1930 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman for his great 
work on religious freedom and reli-
gious liberty issues, and thank you for 
sharing that tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, as individuals watch 
Congress across the country, one of the 
big criticisms they always talk about 
is all of the partisanship that hits here, 
and they just don’t get to see the Con-
gressional Prayer Caucus. If they did, 
they would see what they are going to 
see on this floor tonight, and that is 
my co-chairman, who is also one of my 
dearest friends in here tonight, and 
that is MIKE MCINTYRE. He is a Demo-
crat from North Carolina; I’m a Repub-
lican from Virginia. But I can tell you 
that I have just the utmost respect for 
him, and I think he does for me. 

It is my honor to now yield the floor 
to him. 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and thank you Congressman 
FORBES, Randy, for your friendship and 
your leadership, undying, uncompro-
mising leadership to help the Congres-
sional Prayer Caucus be the great spir-
itual force and practical legislative 
force that it is in its witness and its 
work. 

And I’m thrilled to join my col-
league, Congressman FORBES, and my 
other colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle who meet regularly for the Con-
gressional Prayer Caucus, and particu-
larly this week, as we get ready for the 

National Prayer Breakfast coming up 
this Thursday. 

Many Americans don’t realize that 
this is a tradition that has gone on now 
for many years. In fact, this will be the 
61st National Prayer Breakfast coming 
up this Thursday morning. I hope folks 
back home will tune in. 

This has happened every single year 
since President Eisenhower, by every 
single President; and we are excited 
that the President and First Lady will 
be with us again, as they have been the 
last four years, and that this will be a 
time to see about 3,000 people from 
around the world gather together from 
about 140 nations to come and ask 
God’s blessings and wisdom as we begin 
this new Congress in this new year. 

But let me say in even a broader con-
text, as Congressmen Forbes and 
Pearce have indicated, the Congres-
sional Prayer Caucus is to carry on 
that, that in addition to supporting the 
National Prayer Breakfast this Thurs-
day is to carry it on throughout the 
year and to affirm our commitment to 
maintaining and strengthening our 
great country’s religious freedom. 

Through the more than 200-year his-
tory of our Nation, we know that faith, 
prayer, and trust in God have played a 
vital role in strengthening the fabric of 
our society. We are incredibly blessed 
to live in a country that was founded 
on the bedrock of faith and allowing 
our citizens to worship freely and with-
out fear of persecution, which is guar-
anteed by our Constitution. 

Our Founding Fathers knew the im-
portance of faith to the success of our 
infant democracy and affirmed it in 
the Declaration of Independence, de-
claring that our unalienable rights 
that we love to talk about as Ameri-
cans, our rights of life and liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, are endowed 
to us by our Creator. 

Indeed, faith was so integral to our 
new government that on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6, 1774, the very first act of the 
first Continental Congress was to pause 
and join together in prayer. So this 
tradition doesn’t just go back 61 years 
as we celebrate with the National 
Prayer Breakfast this week; it goes 
back to the very beginning of the first 
Continental Congress. 

It’s from these historic 
underpinnings that our Nation has 
grown and thrived, and we stand here 
today on the shoulders of those Ameri-
cans who stood up and boldly fought 
for our rights to practice our faith free-
ly. And we must never grow compla-
cent, as Congressman FORBES pointed 
out, in some of the specific areas that 
we’ve had some issues recently. It’s our 
duty to defend and protect the rights of 
all Americans, especially in a place 
like the U.S. Capitol, where we ought 
to be able to gladly recognize what our 
Nation’s religious heritage has been. 

Today we face many serious chal-
lenges as a Nation, and it’s never been 
more important that we join together 
to ask God for guidance in making the 
right decisions. And that’s why, during 
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the first vote each week, we gather 
right across the hall here during that 
first vote, if it’s on Monday night or 
Tuesday night or sometimes even the 
middle of the week on Wednesday, but 
when we gather during that first vote 
to step across the hall, leave party la-
bels at the door and ask God, like Sol-
omon did in the Old Testament, for 
wisdom for that week for those deci-
sions that we make. 

We hear so much about partisanship. 
And having gone through an election 
recently that partisanship was in its 
full glory, I think it’s reassuring to the 
citizens of this country to know that 
there are those of us who do want to 
reach across the aisle and who realize 
that faith and prayer transcends the 
partisan divide that we too often hear 
about here in Washington. 

We pray together each week because 
we recognize, as our Founders did, that 
the true source of power is not found in 
the Halls of Congress or in the Oval Of-
fice of the West Wing or in the Cham-
bers of the Supreme Court, but on our 
knees before the throne of grace before 
Almighty God. And it’s with that bold 
truth in mind that we gather this week 
with thousands of people of faith dur-
ing the National Prayer Breakfast. And 
it’s in this spirit that Members of this 
body gather every week just across the 
hall in room 219 to reaffirm our trust 
in God and recognize the profound rec-
onciling power of prayer and to ask 
God for His grace and His guidance. 

I hope for those of you who are here 
in this Chamber and those who may be 
listening back home that you will join 
us, particularly this week, as we pray 
for God’s blessing upon our Nation, for 
His will to be done throughout the 
world, for His peace to dwell in all of 
us, His children, as we gather for the 
National Prayer Breakfast. But I also 
hope you’ll go to a Web site beyond 
this week, the Congressional Prayer 
Caucus Web site, and say, Yes, Mike, 
yes, Randy, yes, we do want you, men 
and women up there, to make the right 
decisions, you better believe it, be-
cause our country is that important, 
our future is that important, and we do 
want to make sure that we go forth as 
one Nation, under God, with liberty 
and justice for all. 

With that, I will also submit a copy 
of a prayer from Thomas Jefferson, the 
author of the Declaration of Independ-
ence and, as we know, our third Presi-
dent, and pray that God’s blessings will 
be upon this great Nation, not only 
this week during the National Prayer 
Breakfast, but with the work of the 
Congressional Prayer Caucus and those 
of you who will join us back home, in-
dividually, through your families, your 
churches, your places of worship, your 
fellowship groups or prayer groups, 
that you too will join us in making 
sure that we are building a wall of 
prayer around our Nation’s Capitol, 
just as Nehemiah built the wall in the 
Old Testament. 

Almighty God, Who has given us this 
good land for our heritage; we humbly 

beseech Thee that we may always 
prove ourselves a people mindful of 
Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable min-
istry, sound learning, and pure man-
ners. Save us from violence, discord, 
and confusion, from pride and arro-
gance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one 
united people, the multitude brought 
hither out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endow with Thy spirit of wis-
dom those whom in Thy name we en-
trust the authority of government, 
that there may be justice and peace at 
home, and that through obedience to 
Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise 
among the nations of the earth. In 
time of prosperity fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, 
suffer not our trust in Thee to fail; all 
of which we ask through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I pray God’s 
blessings upon our Nation, and I yield 
back to our great leader and co-chair-
man of the Congressional Prayer Cau-
cus, Congressman FORBES. 

Mr. FORBES. Thank you so much for 
your leadership and your courage and 
your friendship, and we appreciate 
your words tonight and we’ll treasure 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the true leaders 
in the House of Representatives is a 
lady from North Carolina. It’s often 
said, when VIRGINIA FOXX speaks, ev-
erybody listens, and we’re delighted to-
night to have her here and to listen to 
her speak. 

With that, I would like to yield the 
floor to the gentlelady from North 
Carolina. 

Ms. FOXX. I would like to thank the 
gentleman from Virginia for that nice 
introduction, but especially thank him 
for leading this Special Order tonight 
and for being such a leader with our 
Congressional Prayer Caucus. He has 
given great illustrations of the ways 
the Congressional Prayer Caucus has 
taken action. 

Mr. PEARCE, the gentleman from New 
Mexico, has given us an excellent his-
tory lesson, and our colleague, Mr. 
MCINTYRE from North Carolina, has 
helped to round out with information 
about the National Prayer Breakfast, 
and one of the reasons why we’re focus-
ing on the topic of the Prayer Caucus 
this week. I think they’ve given great 
context. 

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, that we 
realize that God, the author of free-
dom, has given us a free land, and we 
praise Him for it. That freedom is the 
basis of everything else that we do in 
this country. This week, many people 
of faith will gather in Washington, 
D.C., to pray to Almighty God for wis-
dom and guidance and, above all, for 
obedient hearts to carry out His will. 

The size and scope of the challenges 
before us would overcome a faithless 
people, so we acknowledge our des-
perate need for continued blessing and 
direction. We ask God to make us 
thankful, because ours is a country 

founded upon religious freedom and 
deference to our Creator and not to 
government. We enjoy a societal under-
standing that dissent is not disloyalty. 
The United States upholds the God- 
given rights of its citizens to believe as 
they are called and to live their faith 
in accordance with their convictions. 
That individuals may set their own 
course so boldly is why creative excel-
lence and individual property are cap-
stones of citizenship. 

We ask God for hearts vigilant to ob-
serve the numerous blessings He has 
given. And we ask for mercy not to 
stray from being good stewards of His 
gifts, to visit orphans and widows in 
their distress, to always protect lib-
erties of conscience, to seek justice, 
love mercy, and follow humbly after 
God. 

Only by His grace do we, who serve in 
this Congress, have any hope of being 
able to humble ourselves in service to 
others. 

b 1940 

Only by His grace can we be safe-
guarded from trite competition and 
self-exaltation. Only by His grace can 
we do what my constituent Rob Lee en-
couraged and go outside our pride to 
‘‘pray for our leaders, regardless of 
their political ideologies.’’ 

Our God is a loving God, and He is 
our defense. We ask Him often to keep 
a hedge of protection around our men 
and women deployed throughout the 
world for freedom’s sake. We know it is 
the example of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who lived the words ‘‘greater love hath 
no man than this, that he lay down his 
life for his friend,’’ that inspires the 
brave generosity of so many of our 
warriors. 

Our Lord is faithful to be near the 
brokenhearted when evil and sorrow 
have temporary triumphs in this world. 
We pray that His justice will be swift, 
and His righteousness our great relief. 

To have even the slightest chance of 
living up to our oath and doing right 
by the people we serve, we need the 
help of Almighty God. This week, as 
ever, we reflect on that reliance and 
declare our thanks once again that we 
continue to be beneficiaries of His 
most awesome grace. 

Mr. FORBES. I would like to thank 
Congresswoman FOXX for those re-
marks and for her leadership. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have a gen-
tleman from Oklahoma who has been a 
longtime leader in religious freedom 
and religious liberty issues. It is my 
privilege to yield the floor to him now, 
Mr. JAMES LANKFORD. 

Mr. LANKFORD. It is my pleasure to 
be here. Thank you. 

The National Prayer Breakfast com-
ing up this week is a great reminder to 
us as a Nation just to be able to slow 
down, not as Republicans and Demo-
crats, but as Americans, to be able to 
come together and do what we always 
do: to pray. It’s what we’ve done from 
the very beginning. We are a people of 
prayer. 
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I enjoy getting a chance to tell peo-

ple at home in Oklahoma about how 
Members of Congress get together to be 
able to pray in the Prayer Caucus time. 
We gather privately just to be able to 
sit down and pray. The House and the 
Senate both open every day in prayer. 

Sitting on the platform of the inau-
guration just a few weeks ago, Presi-
dent Obama asked two different indi-
viduals to pray during that ceremony 
time. It should put to rest forever the 
debate whether we have prayer in pub-
lic places when you see it in the House, 
in the Senate, in the executive branch, 
prayers repeated over and over again, 
and have from the very beginning. 

We have our national optimism be-
cause we believe that this world and 
this Nation, they were created with a 
purpose, and that the Creator cares for 
His creation. From our founding docu-
ments, we believe that all people are 
created equal and are given certain 
rights from God, including life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. We’re dif-
ferent as America because we believe 
that our rights come from God, not 
from men, and our core values come 
from something greater than ourselves. 

For many Americans, prayer is just a 
normal part of their day. It’s like 
breathing in and out for them. As they 
go through the course of the day, they 
pray. That’s no different for our many 
elected leaders, as well. We don’t walk 
away from God because we’re elected. 
We challenge our fellow Americans to 
do the same. We need His wisdom. We 
need His love. And it is in the moment 
when we are most arrogant and think 
that we meet our own needs that we 
forget to pray. But it’s in the moment 
when we are needy as a Nation, as we 
are right now, we remember to pray. 

At 8 years old, I remember extremely 
well sitting in church up in the balcony 
of our big church and realizing for the 
first time in my life there is a God and 
I don’t know him. I spent the rest of 
that day thinking and processing 
through what it means to know God. 
As an 8-year-old boy, I laid in bed that 
night and I prayed to Jesus for the first 
time in my life that I would be forgiven 
of my sin, and I began a relationship 
with this God who made me. It was my 
first prayer, but it’s definitely not been 
my last. 

As a Nation, we understand how it 
begins, as well. If you walk out in the 
rotunda here in the Capitol, you’ll see 
a huge painting hanging in the rotunda 
that’s called the ‘‘Embarkation of the 
Pilgrims.’’ It was a painting done and 
hung in the rotunda in 1843, and it’s 
supposed to depict the beginning of 
America. You know what the painting 
is of? The painting is of a group of Pil-
grims gathered on the deck of a ship 
praying. It is the painting that is the 
beginning of America. 

Last week at a town hall meeting in 
Konawa, Oklahoma, as they’re gath-
ered around to deal with a very dif-
ficult water issue in their town, do you 
know how they started their city coun-
cil meeting? With a prayer. It’s quite 

frankly the same way that I ended my 
day last night before I headed to Wash-
ington, D.C., kneeling beside my 
daughter’s bed to pray. It’s what we do 
as Americans. It’s quite frankly when 
we’re at our best. And it’s a good thing 
for us as a Nation to slow down and re-
member, it’s good to pray. 

God bless our Nation this week as we 
do exactly that as a nation in this Na-
tional Day of Prayer: to pray. 

Mr. FORBES. I would like to thank 
Congressman LANKFORD for his words 
and for his strong work throughout the 
year on these issues. 

Now it is now my privilege to yield 
to another individual that’s been a pas-
sionate leader on religious freedom and 
religious liberty, Congressman LOUIE 
GOHMERT from Texas. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend from Virginia for hav-
ing this time tonight. There’s no better 
occasion than the National Prayer 
Breakfast. 

My dear friend from Virginia leads 
each week when we’re in session the 
first night of the week with bipartisan 
prayer. There is so much disagreement 
on this floor. I know my good friend 
from Texas, AL GREEN, and I have dis-
agreement on issues, but he is my 
Christian brother and we prayed to-
gether tonight. It’s a great honor to do 
that. 

There’s so much misinformation out 
there about the starting of this coun-
try, and there are always plenty of 
mistakes made. When you look back to 
the very beginning, after the rocky 
start with the Articles of Confed-
eration, 4 years later they talked 
Washington into coming back and com-
ing to Philadelphia and presiding over 
a convention. He was very reluctant to 
do that. He thought he had done his 
part. But after 4 or 5 weeks of nothing 
but rancor and a lot of yelling, very 
difficult times within Independence 
Hall, finally 80-year-old Benjamin 
Franklin stood up and was recognized 
by the president of the Constitutional 
Convention, George Washington. 

Franklin had enjoyed life a great 
deal, but at that point he was over-
weight, had arthritis, gout. He was in a 
lot of trouble, but his mind was quite 
sharp. He was 2 to 3 years away from 
meeting his Maker. But he pointed out, 
we’ve been going for nearly 4 or 5 
weeks, and we have more noes than 
ayes on virtually every vote. Then he 
says these words. 

Now Madison entered notes to what 
he said, but Franklin wrote out his 
whole speech, and that is part of our 
archives. He said in his own words: 

How has it happened, Sir, that we have not 
once thought of humbly applying to the Fa-
ther of lights to illuminate our under-
standing? 

In the beginning of the contest with Great 
Britain, when we were sensible of danger, we 
had daily prayer in this room. Our prayers, 
Sir, were heard, and they were graciously an-
swered. 

And he goes on to point out that all 
of them should be able to remember 
specific prayers that they had prayed 

that were answered. Then he said these 
words, his words, his handwriting we 
have, as he spoke to the convention: 

I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the 
longer I live, the more convincing proofs I 
see of this truth: that God governs in the af-
fairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to 
the ground without His notice, is it probable 
that an empire can rise without His aid? We 
have been assured, Sir, in the sacred 
writings, that unless the Lord build the 
House, they labor in vain that build it. 

He urged his colleagues to believe it 
as he did, and he made a motion that 
they begin each session with prayer, as 
they had during the Constitutional 
Convention. Mr. SHERMAN seconded it. 
There was a lot of debate. I heard 
someone call in to Sean Hannity’s 
show a few months ago, and they were 
saying, Well, gee, prayer meant noth-
ing in the early days. In essence it was 
his point that that motion was de-
feated. 

b 1950 
If you go back and look at the his-

tory, during the Constitutional Con-
vention, they had money and they 
hired a chaplain. They agreed on the 
chaplain, and the chaplain led the 
prayer. During the Constitutional Con-
vention, as was pointed out after 
Franklin’s motion, they didn’t have 
any money to hire a chaplain. They 
had no money. So they ended up not 
passing it because they didn’t have 
money to hire a chaplain; and if they 
didn’t hire a chaplain, they didn’t see 
how they could agree on who would do 
the prayer. 

They ultimately went together to 
hear a sermon on the anniversary of 
our independence. They prayed to-
gether; they worshiped together; and 
they came back. Ultimately, the result 
was our Constitution. When the Con-
gress began to meet, they did have 
money; they did hire a chaplain; and 
they did start each session with prayer. 

It was interesting when, back a few 
years ago, we were called into session 
on a Sunday to vote on the President’s 
health care bill. Well, it was the first 
time I’d been called into session on a 
Sunday, and I greatly appreciated my 
friend from Virginia’s leadership. We 
had a discussion: if we’re going to be 
forced to come to Congress, called into 
session on a Sunday—what many of us 
call the Lord’s day—then it doesn’t 
seem like there should be a problem re-
viving a tradition that spanned most of 
the 1800s, and that was to have church 
right down the hall here—in Statuary 
Hall as it’s called now—but in what 
was the House of Representatives for 
most of the 1800s, until around 1858, 
when they moved into this Chamber, 
although it did not look like this. Dur-
ing those years, they had church serv-
ice every Sunday. It was the largest 
Christian church service—non-
denominational—in Washington, D.C. 

Now, those who know the Constitu-
tion know there is no mention of the 
words ‘‘separation of church and 
State,’’ ‘‘wall of separation.’’ That was 
in a letter that Thomas Jefferson 
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wrote to the Danbury Baptists. It had 
nothing to do with whether or not 
there should be discrimination against 
a Christian church as we often see now 
by the government. It seems that 
Christians are the only group that is 
politically expedient to be prejudiced 
against anymore—too often. The man 
who used the words ‘‘separation of 
church and State,’’ Thomas Jefferson, 
we had verified by the research that 
the Congressional Research Service 
did. 

When I just glanced at the report 
they provided, I saw that Madison 
didn’t do this, and I thought, gee, 
that’s weird. I thought Jefferson and 
Madison as President both went to 
church in the House of Representatives 
down the hall, so I looked more in-
tently at the report. It said that Thom-
as Jefferson did go to church, and, in 
fact, Jefferson would often bring the 
Marine Band to play the hymns for the 
church service down the hall. That’s a 
little different definition of the ‘‘sepa-
ration of church and State’’ that’s 
often given now. Just down the hall, 
they had open prayer and they had 
open worship, and nothing about any of 
that offended their sense of the First 
Amendment. 

It turns out what the report said was 
Jefferson would normally ride to 
church each Sunday that he was Presi-
dent up to Capitol Hill on horse, on 
horseback. It pointed out that Madison 
didn’t do this. Madison normally came 
to church every Sunday here in the 
House of Representatives in a horse- 
drawn carriage—he didn’t ride a horse; 
he rode in a carriage—but the man who 
is given the most credit for the most 
work of our Constitution, James Madi-
son, was not at all offended, and he 
didn’t think the Constitution was of-
fended by having church down the hall. 

So I’ll always be grateful to my 
friend from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) for 
suggesting let’s have church, and we 
came together. They set it up, and it 
just reminded us of what it must have 
been like except they wouldn’t have 
had steel and plastic chairs, but we had 
a worship service. What was particu-
larly great, I thought, was that the 
prayers, both from Democrats and Re-
publicans, were historic prayers that 
had been prayed in this Capitol many, 
many years ago as part of our history. 
It was a historical service, but there it 
was in the same place that the voice of 
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison 
would have echoed in song and in verse 
and in prayer. Such a rich history we 
have. 

I’m sure my friend from Virginia has 
heard people call and write nasty 
notes, saying, Keep your religion at 
home. This is when I have read histor-
ical prayers, historical proclamations 
by George Washington, Abraham Lin-
coln and all in between—Adams, John 
Quincy Adams—by all of these histor-
ical heavyweights in our past. People 
write, Keep that stuff out of govern-
ment, not realizing, because of their 
lack of proper education, that those 

were part of our history. They were 
part of what made this country the 
greatest country in the world. It was 
part of what inspired John Quincy 
Adams, who Abraham Lincoln credited 
as having such an impact on him for 
that brief year they overlapped in the 
House of Representatives, to ulti-
mately come back and become Presi-
dent—to end that blot, that blight, on 
this country’s history called ‘‘slavery.’’ 

Of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
whose statue is just down the hall in 
the Rotunda, the man was an ordained 
Christian minister. He spent his life, 
I’ve heard some say, in order to have 
all races created equal, and I would go 
one further as a young Christian white 
boy: he freed young Christian white 
boys to treat Christian brothers and 
sisters like Christian brothers and sis-
ters. He did a great service for all of 
America. 

So I thank my friend from Virginia 
for hosting this time to talk about the 
historical importance of prayer. I look 
forward to this Thursday’s prayer 
breakfast. It’s an honor to be the Re-
publican co-chair on the House side, 
and I look forward to the breakfast on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope you and all with-
in the sound of the voice of the Mem-
bers of Congress will be there with us 
this Thursday morning. 

Mr. FORBES. I thank the gentleman 
for his remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with a great deal of 
humility that we always take the floor 
in this Chamber. Tonight especially, as 
I look over your head, I see the inscrip-
tion of our national motto: ‘‘In God We 
Trust.’’ Most of the individuals watch-
ing from home don’t get to see that be-
cause the cameras are fixed below it, so 
they normally don’t show it. 

You have heard remarks tonight 
from Republicans and Democrats, and 
one of the truly great privileges of 
serving in this body is that we get to 
serve with some wonderful people. 
They come from a lot of wonderful 
States, and each of those States has its 
own history. We’re not only proud of 
that history, but we learn so much 
from that history. I come from Vir-
ginia. When we look at our history, 
even before the first colonists ever 
stepped foot on the shores in Virginia, 
it was drafted in the charter of Vir-
ginia that one of the major purposes of 
that colony was going to be to propa-
gate faith and to propagate religion. 

As they made that arduous journey 
across an ocean and didn’t know if they 
were going to live or die, they had a 
ragtag group of people, and they 
weren’t exactly the people that you’d 
have teaching Sunday school classes. 
They were tough individuals. When 
they landed on the shores, their chap-
lain, Robert Hunt, was able to convince 
them to come together and do their 
first organized act, which was to take 
an old sail and create a makeshift 
church, to get on their knees and 
thank God for delivering them over 
here and to ask for His wisdom and His 

blessing. With all of the challenges 
that they had, Mr. Hunt was able to 
convince them to come morning and 
afternoon and have those same prayers. 
They didn’t have to think a lot about 
what they would pray for; it was just 
that they could make it to the next 
day. They did make it to the next day 
and to the next year. 

About 10 years later, they selected 
the first legislative body in the new 
world in 1619, and the first act of that 
body was to go into the church in 
Jamestown, to get on their knees and 
to ask for God’s blessing and His wis-
dom and His guidance. 

b 2000 

It doesn’t surprise us then that 2 
years later when they would draft the 
first charter of the first Constitution of 
Virginia, that they would have as one 
of its primary purposes in its dedica-
tion for the advancement and service of 
God and the enlargement of His king-
dom. And those years turned into dec-
ades and they moved that capital from 
Jamestown to Williamsburg, and it was 
a tough several years. They would have 
great men of faith. Some of them 
would spend 13 hours a day studying 
the Bible, praying. 

One of those individuals was a guy 
named Samuel Davies. He would get up 
oftentimes at his church and preach. 
One lady liked him so much that she 
would bring her son and daughters to 
hear him on a weekly basis. Her young 
teenage son would sit at his feet and he 
would learn principles that he would 
talk about, about God and rights that 
came from God and not from men. That 
lady was Sarah Henry, and her son was 
Patrick Henry. 

And when Patrick was 29 years old on 
his birthday, the first day he was in the 
Virginia General Assembly, they were 
debating the Stamp Act. He was sup-
posed to be there and seen and not 
heard. He was a freshman. He sat there 
and he listened, and it looked like Vir-
ginia was going to do nothing and 
allow the acts that had taken away so 
many rights just to slip right between 
their fingers. And as he listened and 
listened, he opened up a law book and 
there was a blank page and he started 
making notes. And finally he stood up 
and he started talking about rights 
that we had. 

Another young man that heard Pat-
rick Henry was a guy by the name of 
Thomas Jefferson. He said that Patrick 
Henry was the greatest orator he’d 
ever heard. And Patrick Henry replied, 
no, the greatest orator, the person he’d 
learned all of those concepts of free-
dom from, was that fellow by the name 
of Samuel Davies. 

Years later, Patrick Henry, Thomas 
Jefferson, Richard Henry Lee, they 
would find themselves in that same 
Virginia General Assembly, but the 
port of Boston was about to be closed, 
and the King had issued that order. 
They came together with a makeshift 
caucus and they asked themselves: 
What can we best do to help our fellow 
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colonists in Boston? Of all of the things 
they thought of, you know what that 
group came up with? They said the 
most important thing they could do 
was ask Virginians all across that 
Commonwealth to go down and pray 
for the colonists in Boston. 

They spent that night writing a pray-
er resolution. They didn’t know how to 
do it. They hadn’t done it in years. 
They looked back at old puritan reso-
lutions. They wrote one and went into 
the General Assembly, and they didn’t 
know how it was going to be received. 
The next day, the Virginia General As-
sembly voted it unanimously and 
didn’t change a word. The Governor 
was so irate, how dare they ask and 
pray against the King himself, that he 
stormed in with that proclamation in 
his hand and he dissolved the Virginia 
General Assembly. 

Well, they were a group of individ-
uals that didn’t like the word ‘‘no,’’ 
and so they walked across the street— 
Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Pey-
ton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, and 
a guy by the name of George Wash-
ington and several others, and they 
wrote a resolution that changed the 
world, a resolution that said that an 
attack on one colony was an attack on 
all of them, and they called for the 
first ever Congressional Continental 
Congress. 

That Congress, as you know, would 
meet. And as Mr. GOHMERT pointed out, 
when they couldn’t agree on anything 
else, the one thing they agreed on was 
opening with prayer. That Congress led 
to the Second Congress. In the Second 
Congress, they appointed a com-
mittee—Ben Franklin, John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, Robert Livingston, 
and Roger Sherman—to write a dec-
laration that would birth this country. 
And as we are proud of in Virginia, the 
scrivener of that declaration was 
Thomas Jefferson. He would later say 
that he didn’t write any new ideas or 
principles. He wrote concepts that had 
been heard and preached from pulpits 
across the Commonwealth and across 
this Nation, concepts that said this: 
Our rights didn’t come from any act, 
any king, any committee, but they 
came from the Creator himself; and if 
they came from Him, they could never 
be taken away. 

They went on to win that war, to win 
their freedom, but it didn’t last long 
before it was challenged. And in 1812, in 
that war, as you know, Francis Scott 
Key penned that great poem that be-
came our national anthem, the Star- 
Spangled Banner, and he wrote what is 
right behind you, and he said: Our 
motto will ever be ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ 

As we went into another great war 
that would split this country, the Civil 
War, this Congress declared that that 
motto, ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ could be on 
our coins. Later, the Supreme Court 
would have it challenged, but in the 
1890s would recount the great history 
of faith in this country. And almost a 
half century later, when the greatest 
battle of freedom that ever was fought 

on the shores of Normandy was about 
to take place, Franklin Roosevelt led 
this entire Nation in prayer asking for 
blessings upon us. 

After that great war and our victory, 
we came back in this Congress and 
asked where are we going to put our 
trust. Are we going to put it in that 
great atom bomb, in our resources and 
in our economy? This Congress said, 
no, our motto would be ‘‘In God We 
Trust,’’ and they adopted that as our 
motto. 

And when I was a young boy, John 
Kennedy, facing the Cuban missile cri-
sis, came out and said: The guiding 
principle of this country has always 
been, is today, and will forever be, in 
God we trust. 

So, Mr. Speaker, with that great his-
tory of faith, why is it that faith is 
under attack so much across this Na-
tion? Well, Mr. Speaker, tune in, be-
cause in a few weeks we’ll be back on 
this floor. We’ll tell you who’s doing it, 
why they’re doing it, and what we need 
to do to stop it. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I thank you 
for the time, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

CBC HOUR: IMMIGRATION REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DAINES). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
JEFFRIES) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 days to revise and extend 
their remarks on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JEFFRIES. Today we are here as 

members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus to weigh in on the important 
issue that confronts this Nation as it 
relates to the need for comprehensive 
immigration reform. It’s my honor and 
my privilege to represent the Eighth 
Congressional District anchored in 
Brooklyn and parts of southwest 
Queens, one of the most diverse dis-
tricts in the country; a district that 
has blacks and whites, Asians, Latinos, 
and immigrants from every corner of 
the world. I recognize in the capacity 
of my representation in that district 
the significance that immigrants have 
given both to the communities that I 
represent as well as to the city of New 
York, the State, and the Nation. 

I’m proud that we’ve been joined by 
several distinguished members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus which, for 
more than four decades, has been 
known as the conscience of the Con-
gress. And in that capacity, the Con-
gressional Black Caucus has, year after 
year, spent time trying to perfect our 
democracy and create a more perfect 
Union. We confront that moment right 

now, here, in this great country of ours 
as we try and figure out how we deal 
with creating a pathway towards citi-
zenship for the more than 11 million 
undocumented immigrants who are 
forced to toil in the shadows. 

We’ve been joined today by a co-an-
chor for this next hour, a distinguished 
classmate of mine from the great State 
of Nevada, the gentleman STEVEN 
HORSFORD, who had the opportunity, I 
believe, last week to be present while 
President Barack Obama delivered his 
remarks as they relate to immigration 
reform. And so I’d like to ask Mr. 
HORSFORD if he might comment on the 
President’s remarks and weigh in on 
the immigration debate from his per-
spective as a representative from the 
important State of Nevada. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, first 
I’d like to thank my classmate and col-
league and say I look forward to serv-
ing with him in this historic 113th Con-
gress as we work together to make this 
a more perfect Union. 

I also represent one of the more di-
verse districts in the United States 
Congress. My district is 25 percent 
Latino, 16 percent African American, 7 
percent Asian American, 2 percent Na-
tive American. It is a district that re-
flects both the urban as well as the 
rural components and communities of 
our great State of Nevada. 

b 2010 

In fact, Congressional District 4 re-
flects the State of Nevada, and Nevada 
increasingly reflects all of America. 
And so I believe that is why President 
Obama decided, of all places that he 
could visit, he visited Nevada last week 
to discuss the fierce urgency of now in 
adopting a comprehensive immigration 
reform by this Congress; the fact that 
Nevada reflects the changing demo-
graphics of our country, but it also re-
flects the broken system which is our 
immigration system. 

And so, as I listened to the President, 
and as we honor today the 100th birth-
day of Rosa Parks, I reflect on these 
issues as a basic fundamental civil 
right, a human right that is guaran-
teed to us. So today does mark the 
100th birthday of Rosa Parks, an icon 
in the struggle for justice, a woman 
who was known as the mother of the 
civil rights movement. 

As an African American woman con-
fronting prejudice and unequal treat-
ment under the law, Mrs. Parks re-
marked that what pushed her to say 
‘‘no’’ on that fateful day in Mont-
gomery was the simple fact that her 
‘‘mistreatment was just not right,’’ and 
she was ‘‘tired of it.’’ 

She said, and I quote: 
I did not want to be mistreated; I did not 

want to be deprived of a seat that I had paid 
for. It was just time . . . There was oppor-
tunity for me to take a stand to express the 
way that I felt about being treated in that 
manner. I had not planned to get arrested. I 
had plenty to do without having to end up in 
jail. But when I had to face that decision, I 
didn’t hesitate to do so because I felt that we 
had endured that too long. The more we gave 
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