June 6, 2013

of America that landed on the beaches
of Normandy to take on the Axis pow-
ers who sought to take freedom from
free people.

It was on this day in 1944 that Frank-
lin Roosevelt said this prayer on na-
tional radio. Today, he would probably
be excoriated because of some of the
terminology.

He said:

My fellow Americans, last night, when I
spoke with you about the fall of Rome, I
knew at that moment that troops of the
United States and our allies were crossing
the Channel in another and greater oper-
ation. It has come to pass with success thus
far. And so, in this poignant hour, I ask you
to join with me in prayer.

Almighty God, our sons, pride of our Na-
tion, this day have set upon a mighty en-
deavor, a struggle to preserve our Republic,
our religion, and our civilization, and to set
free a suffering humanity. Lead them
straight and true; give strength to their
arms, stoutness to their hearts, steadfast-
ness in their faith.

They will need Thy blessings. Their road
will be long and hard. For the enemy is
strong. He may hurl back our forces. Success
may not come with rushing speed, but we
shall return again and again, and we know
that by Thy grace, and by the righteousness
of our cause, our sons will triumph. They
will be sore tried, by night and day, without
rest until the victory is won. The darkness
will be rent by noise and flame. Men’s souls
will be shaken even with the violences of
war.

For these men are lately drawn from the
ways of peace. They fight not just for the
lust of conquest. They fight to end conquest.
They fight to liberate. They fight to let jus-
tice arise, and tolerance and good will among
all Thy people. They yearn but for the end of
battle, for their return to the haven of home.
Some will never return. Embrace these, Fa-
ther, and receive them, Thy heroic servants,
into Thy kingdom.

And for us at home—fathers, mothers, chil-
dren, wives, sisters, and brothers of brave
men overseas—whose thoughts and prayers
are ever with them, help us, almighty God,
to rededicate ourselves in renewed faith in
Thee in this great hour of great sacrifice.

Many people have urged that I call the Na-
tion into a single day of special prayer. But
because the road is long and the desire is
great, I ask that our people devote them-
selves in a continuance of prayer. As we rise
to each new day, and again when each day is
spent, let words of prayer be on our lips, in-
voking Thy help in our efforts. Give us
strength, too—strength in our daily tasks, to
redouble the contributions we make in the
physical and the material support of our
Armed Forces. And let our hearts be stout,
to wait out the long travail; to bear sorrows
that may come, to impart our courage unto
our sons wheresoever they may be.

And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us faith in
Thee, faith in our sons, faith in each other,
faith in our united crusade. Let not the
keenness of our spirit ever be dulled. Let not
the impacts of temporary events, of tem-
poral matters of but fleeting moment, let
not these deter us in our unconquerable pur-
pose.

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over
the unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to
conquer the apostles of greed and racial arro-
gances. Lead us to the saving of our country,
and with our sister nations into a world
unity that will spell a sure peace, a peace in-
vulnerable to schemings of unworthy men.
And a peace that will let all men live in free-
dom, reaping the just rewards of their honest
toil.
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Thy will be done, Almighty God. Amen.

Franklin Roosevelt, on this day in
1944.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
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FRAGER’S FIRE/APPROPRIATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) for 30 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I'd like
to speak a few minutes this afternoon
on two subjects. The first involves both
a wonderful evening for any Member of
Congress and a tragedy in our Capitol
Hill neighborhood nearby. The second
involves the upcoming appropriations
period.

Mr. Speaker, last night was a terrific
evening if you happened to be there.
Members of Congress—it looked like
equal numbers of Democrats and Re-
publicans; we are part of the so-called
No Labels Caucus; these are Members
of Congress who are trying to get be-
yond the needless polarization in this
House—decided to go to the baseball
game together, the Nationals Stadium,
our new, terrific stadium here in the
District of Columbia. It was a Nats-
Mets game. I'm sorry to report the
Nats lost badly. They also played the
night before and won, if I may also re-
port that.

I was coming back from this really
wonderful bipartisan experience—we
ate hot dogs together, we ate & drank
together—me, wine, a lot of my col-
leagues beer—and we talked about any-
thing but the House. We talked about
what people have said Members need to
do more. We talked about the game and
what was happening in our lives.

I sat next to a Member I had never
met before even though he’s on the
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee with me. His name is ROD-
NEY DAVIS. It was so funny to hear him
talk about how I didn’t know him, he
said he was the lowest man on the
totem pole. He apparently was, at least
in seniority on our committee the last
member and I'm near the top in senior-
ity. We laughed about that. He laughed
about how narrow was his margin in
getting to the House. I mean, all of this
was fun. And, yes, the game—the game,
of course, was the baseball game.

He told me about his 12-year-old twin
boys. That was really so touching—how
he missed a suspension vote because he
was coaching the baseball team where
his boys played. So that was the set-
ting of the evening. You can’t help but
feel good when you come home from an
evening like that.

Because I have for many years lived
on Capitol Hill—I represent the Dis-
trict, I am a native Washingtonian and
I now live on Capitol Hill—I didn’t
have to go far from Nationals Stadium
to come home. But I returned to find a
pungent smell in the air because the
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storied neighborhood hardware store,
Frager’s, was in the process of being
burned to the ground. I could get only
so far along Pennsylvania Avenue, then
everyone had to take a detour. Even
this morning, parts of Pennsylvania
Avenue, Southeast were closed off be-
cause of, even then, hot spots from the
fire. It was like losing a friend—a
human friend, that is.

My first thought went to the employ-
ees; there are about 65 of them. I'm
grateful to have learned that it appears
no one was injured or hurt. This pun-
gent odor—remember, this is a hard-
ware store, so there’s all kinds of
things to go up in flames and all kinds
of smells. And even though I'm a num-
ber of blocks—about six to ten blocks—
I could smell the odor very deeply from
the fire. In fact, the city announced
that everyone should go in and turn on
their air conditioning and not come
out for a while.

The employees were still in the build-
ing—some of them—but got out of the
way of the fire, and no one was injured
or killed. I understand that there may
have been a couple of firefighters who
were injured. We certainly wish them
the very best and thank them for fight-
ing what was a horrendous, hot, and
unusual fire in the middle of a wonder-
ful residential neighborhood.

When a store that’s been in the same
location for 100 years goes up in flames,
you begin to realize that it was more
than a neighborhood hardware store,
afterall, and that after almost 100
years in the same location it had em-
bedded itself into our Capitol Hill com-
munity as an institution all its own. It
stirred in me something like the emo-
tion that I felt when the Eastern Mar-
ket—our historic, old market that was
even older than Frager’s—went up in
flames a few years ago. Those are parts
of your neighborhood we cannot imag-
ine being without.

We have since rebuilt Eastern Mar-
ket so that it looks very much like it
always did—because it’s a historic
building and great pains were taken to
see to it. Now, I'm not yet sure they
will be able to do that at Frager’s.
After all, the Eastern Market is a pub-
lically owned market. That’s not the
case with this private business, which
has thrived in our neighborhood
through the era of mega-hardware
stores. Frager’s had survived when the
era of the corner grocery and the cor-
ner store of every variety seem to have
gone by the way.

It says everything about Frager’s
that it could survive in that kind of
competition, where these multipurpose
mega-hardware stores are accessible if
you want to get in your car. I guess
that may be the key to why the best of
these corner institutions have survived
for so long.

Frager’s was not a state-of-the-art
building. That’s part of the reason it
could burn down. You go in and they
have squeezed goods into Frager’s that
you will not find at our wonderful
mega-hardware stores. There are
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things that may have gone out of style,
but they’re just what you need and
they’re just what goes best with your
own home.

Capitol Hill is a historic district. I
live in a historic house. You can’t do
anything to the outside of the house;
you can change it on the inside. So you
can imagine, we’re always trying to
match up the historic eccentricity of
our homes with what’s available in the
stores. Well, Frager’s is always there
to help you. So the loss is, for us, mon-
umental.

I think Frager’s has survived all
these years not only because it happens
to often have what we can’t find any-
where else, but particularly because of
the service ethic that is a part of this
neighborhood institution. You go to
Frager’s, they know you if you’ve been
in there once before. They go out of
their way to help you even as you try
to find your way through the cramped
aisles. They have the amenities you
need. You may still go to the big mega-
store, but very often you’ll try Frager’s
first—or have to go to Frager’s when
you didn’t find it where you might
have thought it should have been.

Above all, such stores in our neigh-
borhoods are tailored to our needs.
They’ve learned what people ask for,
and they try to stock it when no one
else would.

It made me recall Frager’s 90th anni-
versary—about 3 years ago. I was so
impressed that the neighborhood had a
store that is where it was 90 years
ago—and now we are at 93 or so—that
could still celebrate that it’s there and
has been there all that time. So I came
to the floor on that occasion and have
since put those congratulatory re-
marks in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

So I was really very much looking for
another opportunity today to salute
Frager’s and to say to Frager’s that
yes, we know you are different from
the Eastern Market. Yes, you have in-
surance, and you don’t have taxpayer
dollars to help you build. But I think
you will find a very grateful neighbor-
hood doing all it can to help Frager’s
survive, even as the Eastern Market
historic market has survived, because
there are certain institutions that are
endemic to the neighborhood; and if
they go, it simply will not be the same
neighborhood.
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The morning after you still couldn’t
get close to Frager’s. I'm going to go
by this evening and I'm going to try to
find John Weintraub, who is the owner.
This store is located at 11th and Penn-
sylvania Avenues, Southeast. The
cause of the fire is still not known, or
at least was not as of this morning.

John Weintraub bought this store,
bought Frager’s, from the Frager fam-
ily in 1975. So that tells you that a very
good part of its existence one family
owned Fragers. John Weintraub has
moved it seamlessly from the original
family to Mr. Weintraub. He’s hoping
that his insurance takes care not only
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of the building, but somehow helps him
with the salaries of his 656 employees.
I'm very pleased that by the time I
awakened this morning, the Matchbox,
another store in our neighborhood, had
announced that it would offer tem-
porary work to Frager’s employees
until they are able to find employment.

I was also very pleased to read that
the nursery, which was my favorite
spot at Frager’s, was somehow intact.
Beside the hardware store, which is a
remnant of its former self now, was a
large nursery, an outdoor nursery, with
just the kind of flowers you need to
start up your window box in the spring
with all the plants. You could go and
shop for all plants in the outdoors sec-
tion of Frager’s there. Somehow, that
section had survived most of the fire.
And I hope that we’re going to be able
to go very soon, notwithstanding the
destruction of the building, to the
nursery, to remind everybody that
Frager’s is alive, well, and thriving de-
spite the fire.

I want also to salute those who stood
with Mayor Vincent Gray and me just
about 10 days ago to announce that as
the District of Columbia appropriation
comes to the floor, we will be looking
at the appropriators to make sure that
they respect the District of Columbia’s
600,000-plus American citizens and the
District of Columbia as the inde-
pendent jurisdiction it is and will re-
frain from directing our city on how to
spend our own local funds.

Standing with us at a press con-
ference were representatives from a
number of organizations: DC Vote, the
extraordinary organization that leads
the fight for district voting rights for
our ability to spend our own money,
and for our right to be treated as other
Americans are treated. Also there were
the groups who are targeted the way
that we have been targeted. There were
the gun safety groups. There were the
pro-choice groups. There were the
health groups.

The groups include Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, Coalition to Stop Gun
Violence, AIDS United, DC Vote, Brady Cam-
paign to Prevent Gun Violence, NARAL Pro-
Choice America, the Center for Reproductive
Rights, the National Abortion Federation, the
Reproductive Health Technologies Project, the
Black Women’s Health Imperative, the Reli-
gious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, and
the Center for American Progress.

They said they would alert their
members should the District’s appro-
priation be targeted for what we call
riders, which are undemocratic attach-
ments to the D.C. appropriation to
keep it from spending its own local
funds in a democratic manner, as di-
rected by its citizens. This, of course,
would never be the case for any other
jurisdiction. But because the Congress
has retained some jurisdiction over the
District, there are Members of this
body who would take advantage of its
jurisdiction to intrude into the local
affairs of a local jurisdiction.

Yet, in 1972, the Congress itself rec-
ognized that this was wrong. On the
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heels of the civil rights movement, in-
terestingly, it delegated the authority
for governance to the District of Co-
lumbia itself. It was about time. It had
been done so once before in the 19th
century when the Republicans, after
the Civil War, allowed the District to
have representation in Congress and a
home rule government.

However, the Democrats came back
to power and abolished local govern-
ment and the right to be represented in
the Congress. We still do not have the
vote on the House floor; although we
pay taxes at very high rates like every
other Member’s constituents. But at
least there was some representation.

Finally, in the mid ’70s, the Congress
saw how wrong it was to claim itself to
be the leader of freedom around the
world and yet have its own capital city
with no local governance and no rep-
resentation in the Congress of the
United States. However, when it dele-
gated its authority to the District for
local governance, it did leave four or
five exceptions.

The exceptions were, for example,
that the Districts can’t tax the Federal
property located in the District of Co-
lumbia. And the other exceptions were
of that kind. Congress didn’t add: and
Members may at any time they have a
preference Kkeep the District from
spending its own local funds the way
their own constituents can spend their
own local funds.

We will never give up our full rights
as American citizens to spend our own
funds. We raise $6 billion more than
some States every year. When our folks
tell us how to spend that money, we’re
going to always fight to spend it, just
as every Member would fight to spend
it as democratically directed by con-
stituents.

We had thought when the Repub-
licans—particularly the Tea Party Re-
publicans as they call themselves—
came they would be the first to side
with us on this matter because they
are supposed to, according to their re-
cited principles, resent the intrusion of
Federal power, sometimes even where
Federal power always has been. So we
thought they would be the first to un-
derstand that you don’t use the big
foot of the Federal Government against
any local jurisdiction and then some-
how claim the Constitution because
the District does not have statehood
yet. Not a matter of principle.

I appreciate how the appropriators
have handled our appropriation for the
last several years. When the Democrats
were in charge of this body, we were
able to get all of the riders off of our
appropriation, and only one has come
back, an abortion rider, and we intend
to get that one off again. But the oth-
ers have not come back. And I want to
express my appreciation to this House
for at least keeping those attachments
off.

One of them was an attachment that
cost lives and has left us with people
who are ill. That attachment kept us
from spending our own local money on
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needle exchange programs, which are
widely used around the world and
throughout the United States. States
can’t spend Federal funds for needle ex-
change programs, but they can spend
local funds. Every large city; and many
counties spend their own local funds
this way because it is one of the few
proven ways to keep HIV/AIDS from
spreading.

The District was kept from spending
its own local funds on needle exchange
programs for 10 years. The result was
that the District had the highest AIDS
rate in the United States for that rea-
son. Right down the road, Baltimore, a
much poorer city than the District of
Columbia—and the District of Colum-
bia is not a poor city. It is a city of—
yes, it is a modicum of poor people, but
it is a very prosperous city.
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Down the road in Baltimore, you
have had for years a better AIDS rate
than you have had in the District of
Columbia because nobody could keep
Baltimore from using needle exchange
programs. These are programs that, for
example, when an addict is on the
street, allow the one city to wean him
from addiction or at least keep him
from passing a dirty needle on that will
spread the virus, but it is often to wean
him from drugs because he expects and
wants the clean needles to come every
day. It is a highly effective way. What-
ever it is, we have the right to save the
lives of our own people the way we de-
fine if that way is legal and constitu-
tional.

You can imagine the anguish we felt
when we could not even save the lives
of our own people. To its credit and the
credit of this House, that rider has not
come back on our appropriation. I had
a meeting with Chairman ANDER CREN-
SHAW just yesterday. I don’t have any
idea what will happen, but he seems a
fair and open man. I was pleased also
to bring the Mayor to have a meeting
with him so that he could meet the
chief executive of the city. There also
are other riders that were on the ap-
propriation that are not now on it.

We’ve learned to take the offensive,
though, because we are left here by
ourselves—a delegation of one—so it’s
real easy to gang up on us because I'm
all the District has. It has no Senators,
and therefore we try to stop such intru-
sions before they occur. Yes, partly,
perhaps, because of that—because of
the action of our allies in writing the
appropriators, having their constitu-
ents contact appropriators—this may
have had an effect; but I think what
has also had an effect is there are
Members who, I think, listened to the
effect of these riders, and who have
seen them as inconsistent with the
principle of local control and have
acted accordingly.

So I say to those Members: you have
our thanks and our appreciation.

I say to my own Capitol Hill neigh-
borhood as I close: that we have lived
through the tragedy of the loss of a
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major public institution, the Eastern
Market. We saw it come back. As Cap-
itol Hill residents, it seems to me all of
us have an obligation to help Frager’s
come back, too. Frager’s has been
there when we needed Frager’s.
Frager’s cannot depend upon public
money. Frager’s needs support—and
we’ll have to learn what kind of sup-
port it is—from all of us if we value
such unique neighborhood institutions.

At a time when our country is grow-
ing larger, when it is becoming so easy
to become anonymous—when the per-
sonal and the ability to touch and feel
that you are heard often seem so dis-
tant, when even those of us who Tweet
and Facebook recognize that, at the
same time, we are keeping our dis-
tance—at a time 1like this when
Frager’s brought us close, when
Frager’s made us walk to the store in-
stead of getting into our cars, and
when we found there, what we could
not find elsewhere, let us celebrate this
institution, with which, I think, every
Member of the House from whatever
community, large or small, could iden-
tify.

I celebrate Frager’s. I look forward
to its return in a fashion that will re-
mind us of a near century’s service to
those who have lived in the Capitol Hill
community, one of the oldest commu-
nities in the Nation’s Capital.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——
RUMPELSTILTSKIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) for 30
minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Again, I appreciate the privilege to
address you here on the floor of the
United States House of Representa-
tives. I come to this floor to voice my
concerns about the direction some in
the executive and legislative bodies
seem to be going.

I will start it out this way, Mr.
Speaker, in that, yesterday, it finally
occurred to me how to describe the po-
litical whiplash that has taken place
that goes against the logic and history
and experience of myself and, I think,
of a majority of the American people. I
said to them yesterday in an immigra-
tion meeting inside the Republican
Study Committee, which had a panel
there of House and Senate to talk
about immigration—some of them ex-
perts—that I feel like Rumpelstiltskin.

The story of ‘“‘Rumpelstiltskin’ is
that he went to sleep under a tree, and
he was clean shaven, and when he woke
up, he had this long, long beard that
had apparently grown over a century
or so. The culture shock that he got
after having taken a little nap was
what the narrative of the story of
“Rumpelstiltskin’ was about.

I went to bed the night of November
6 in having finished the election cele-
bration, in having succeeded in another
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election, but I watched as Mitt Rom-
ney had to concede that he had not won
the Presidency from Barack Obama. I
understood what that election was
about as much as most anybody in this
country.

It starts in Iowa. We spent nearly 4
years sorting out and helping to con-
tribute to the knowledge base of the
American people as to what the planks
in the platform would be, what the
platform would look like, how we
would select a nominee for the Presi-
dent of the United States. It starts in
Iowa with the first-in-the-Nation’s cau-
cuses, and of the candidates who come
there, many of them will go to all 99
counties. Rick Santorum, for example,
had over 380 meetings in Iowa, and he
went to all 99 counties. MICHELE BACH-
MANN went to all 99 counties.

That’s an endorsement from the Iowa
caucuses that can be earned. You don’t
have to have millions of dollars to
shape a media image and buy a nomi-
nation, but it is important to be there
and talk. So we do this. We’re all poli-
tics all the time. I'm engaged in the
Republican Presidential nominating
process from early on, so I watch this
and I contribute to it. I weigh in on the
things that I believe in, and I've lis-
tened as every Presidential candidate
has endorsed—Ilet me just say this—my
immigration ideas.

Yet, as I listened to the debate and as
Mitt Romney won the nomination and
as he and Barack Obama had their mul-
tiple debates—three debates, if I re-
member, and there was much debate
that went on throughout the media—I
don’t think anyone went to the polls on
November 6 thinking this election is
about immigration. I went to bed the
night of November 6 in having realized
that Barack Obama would be President
for another 4 years. It was a dis-
appointment to me and a crushing dis-
appointment to many of us who had so
many big plans on what we were going
to do to put this Nation back on the
right track with a new Republican ma-
jority anticipated in the United States
Senate and a President Mitt Romney.
It didn’t work out that way, but I
never believed on that night that the
election was decided on immigration,
Mr. Speaker. It was not. The debate
was almost exclusively about jobs and
the economy, jobs and the economy,
jobs and the economy. It was drilled so
relentlessly and so often that it put the
American people to sleep. I said before
the election multiple times that this
needs to be more than a race about jobs
and the economy. Nevertheless, that
seemed to be what the polsters on the
Republican side were advising Mitt
Romney that needed to be continually
coming out.

So the American people went to the
polls doing what they do: they make
decisions based upon what they hear
people talking about. You can track
polling, and I have looked at it for
years. The polling that is going to have
the highest priority of the people’s con-
cerns is going to be the one the people
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