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Democrats and Republicans support
now more than ever.

Since 2011, extreme weather episodes
have cost $188 billion in property de-
struction, business closures, and crop
damages. Even worse, these storms
have taken the lives of 1,107 Ameri-
cans.

There is ample evidence to believe
that this trend of increased extreme
weather, which has grown exponen-
tially since 2000, will only continue to
get worse. Just today we heard about
the widest tornado recorded in United
States history at 2.6 miles wide and
winds of 296 miles per hour.

We need to ask ourselves: Do we ad-
dress the climate change problem now
or do we continue to ignore future
threats, making preventable disasters
more and more costly with each pass-
ing year of inaction?

As the cochair of the Sustainable En-
ergy and Environment Coalition in the
House of Representatives, I suggest we
act now.

——
JOBS IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WENSTRUP). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, to-
night we want to talk about jobs in
America, we want to talk about how
we can rebuild the great American
manufacturing sector, and we also
want to spend some time talking about
a very special part of the American
economy, and that is the infrastruc-
ture upon which that economy can
grow and prosper. So there are many
pieces to this puzzle about rebuilding
the economic strength of this Nation.
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Much of it comes down to what we
call the Make It in America agenda.
It’s an agenda to rebuild the great
manufacturing sector of this Nation.
That’s where the middle class found its
strength. That’s where the middle class
grew following World War II. Unfortu-
nately, in the last 15 years or so, we’'ve
seen a decline from some 20 million
Americans in manufacturing down to
perhaps 11 million.

In recent months, we’ve seen a resur-
gence in part due to some changes in
law that we’ve put in place that end
tax breaks that American corporations
received when they sent jobs overseas—
really foolish tax breaks. We ended
many of those, and we have a few more
to go. What we want to do is give man-
ufacturers, American corporations and
others, who want to on shore bring jobs
back to America, we want to give them
a tax break.

So the Make It in America agenda is
about rebuilding that great American
manufacturing base. There are many
different parts to it. Part of it is the
infrastructure system.
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I was talking to one of my friends
from the Connecticut area just a few
moment ago, and he said, Listen, I
can’t be with you tonight, but what I
want you to say is we had a terrible
Amtrak train wreck in Connecticut
just a week ago, and we think it may
have been due to bad track.

That’s the infrastructure, folks. We
really need to build that train system
here in America, the infrastructure for
it.

I'm going to put up one more sign
here before I call upon my friend from
New York. Here it is. Now, that’s a
beautiful locomotive. That’s an Amer-
ican-made locomotive. So this is manu-
facturing. This is an American-made
locomotive by a German company, Sie-
mens, one of the great industrial com-
panies in this world. They bid on al-
most a half-a-billion-dollar project
that was in the stimulus bill for 70 lo-
comotives for Amtrak that had to be
American made. This German company
said half a billion dollars, American
made, we can do that. They set up a
factory in Sacramento, California, and
that’s the first American-made loco-
motive in many, many decades, or gen-
erations, and it’s a beauty. It’s elec-
tric. I think it’s about 7,500 horse-
power, and it’s going to be used here on
the East Coast and on that Boston to
Washington, D.C., track. Hopefully,
it’11 be rebuilt.

Joining me tonight in this discussion
about infrastructure and jobs and
Make It in America is my friend from
New York, PAUL TONKO. We're redoing
the East-West show.

Mr. TONKO. Representative
GARAMENDI, thank you for leading us in
this hour discussion focusing on jobs—
from a manufacturing sector, jobs from
an investment. They come about in an
investment in research, R&D, and they
come about through innovation.

We have talked about this many
times on this floor, that we come from
districts that have that keen sense of
vision about how to do it smarter,
which can be that difference in the
competitive edge that our businesses
require in an international market-
place.

What I like about the investment
through this package, Make It in
America, is an across-the-board holis-
tic approach, incentives that provide
everything from encouragement to the
local industries to retrofit and rebuild
their manufacturing processes; to in-
vestment in the workforce, making
certain that those cutting-edge skills
and trades are being developed within
our workers, making certain that we
have that human infrastructure up and
ready to go so as to be robustly com-
petitive; and also talking about the in-
vestment in this ideas economy, which
speaks to the sophistication of our
American society. The intellectual ca-
pacity that is harnessed to produce
jobs is an awesome measure that al-
lows us to maintain a great bit of hope
that we can robustly respond to the
needs of today’s economy, an inter-
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national economy, and be a winning
agent out there. And it happens with
this investment. That’s how we grow
jobs.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. TONKO, you
have come to a very important point
here, and that is: Before you came to
Congress, you headed up a consortium
in New York that did precisely that,
didn’t you?

Mr. TONKO. Absolutely. I was at the
New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority, and we saw
what public-private matches were
about. We were able to deal with the
ideas economy. We came up with new
ways to harness energy, to create en-
ergy efficiency in the outcome, and by
so doing, innovation and research
equals jobs, good-paying jobs that
allow us, again, to have that cutting
edge of cleverness, of having a thought-
ful way to do things. The smart factor
can win those contracts on an inter-
national scale. So I'm thrilled about
what we can do through research.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Well, the Make It
in America agenda has many, many
parts to it. It has a research piece. It
has an innovation piece. It has some
tax issues to it. All of these have been
packaged and pulled together by our
leader, STENY HOYER, who I see has
joined us on the floor.

Maryland is on the East Coast. Cali-
fornia is on the West Coast, so now
we’ve augmented our East Coast-West
Coast show. Mr. HOYER, thank you so
very much for your leadership on Make
It in America.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for taking the floor, and I thank the
gentleman from New York for joining
in. I think that we are on the cusp of a
real expansion and reinvigoration of
our manufacturing sector in this coun-
try for a lot of reasons that I point out
around the country, and I know the
two of you do as well.

First of all, salaries are going up
overseas. That’s good news for them
and, frankly, for us.

Furthermore, as we all know, it’s
costing a lot more to ship goods back
to the biggest market in the world
than it used to.

Thirdly, I think both of you have
talked about energy. We are about to
become an energy-independent Nation
with energy that has a cost less than
most of our competitors around the
world, so we have become, in a rel-
atively short period of time, I think, in
many respects, the venue of choice for
someone who wants to either expand or
establish manufacturing here in this
country or, frankly, continue to grow
things in this country.

As you know, our Make It in America
agenda really has four component
parts. One is having a plan. Nobody
talks about this more than JOHN
GARAMENDI of California, and God bless
you for that. Thank you so much for
your leadership on this issue. And
PAUL TONKO from New York also has
been very focused on this issue, and I
thank him for that.
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