
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3027 June 4, 2013 
b 1220 

REPEAL SEQUESTRATION 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it 
has now been more than 2 months since 
across-the-board sequestration cuts 
were enacted, devastating so many im-
portant programs that Americans rely 
upon. Instead of working together to 
find compromise to fully reverse these 
automatic, indiscriminate spending 
cuts, House Republicans have voted for 
the Ryan budget, leaving these cuts in 
place and hurting our economy, just to 
gain political points. 

This is not President Obama’s se-
questration. The GOP effort to make 
sequestration a reality shows they are 
ready and willing to take our economy 
backwards at a time when Americans 
are desperate to move the Nation for-
ward. In fact, sequestration will cost 
750,000 jobs this year alone. 

House Democrats want sequestration 
repealed and replaced with a combina-
tion of revenue and cuts. The President 
has proposed $2 in spending cuts for 
every $1 of revenue. But Republicans 
remain dug in. Republicans refuse to 
address 70,000 children who could lose 
Head Start. They refuse to address the 
SNAP program, which is very impor-
tant to feed the elderly and children. 
Republicans refuse to address the cuts 
to NIH and other very important pro-
grams. 

We must work together. We must re-
peal sequestration. 

f 

VISIT OF PRESIDENT OF BURMA 
TO THE U.S. 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the visit a 
couple of weeks ago of Burma’s Presi-
dent, with the surrounding high-level 
honors, was a little disturbing. This 
leader’s regime has engaged in well- 
documented horrific attacks against 
the various ethnic minority groups in 
his country—ethnic cleansing of minor-
ity groups. 

When looking to the future of the 
country, President Thein Sein said last 
year that the ethnic youth should 
‘‘hold laptops’’ and ‘‘try to live a good 
life.’’ Laptop computers are going to 
suddenly erase the effects of years of 
violence, racism, rape, and decimation 
by the ruthless military? I don’t think 
so. 

We must stand firmly with the mi-
nority ethnic groups in protecting 
their rights and ensuring justice is 
done for all the violence perpetrated by 
the Burmese military before we rush in 
to extracting resources and applauding 
democracy gains with no record of re-
sults. 

And to the minority ethnic groups of 
Burma, many of us still stand with 
you. 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE 
UPCOMING HURRICANE SEASON 

(Mr. PETERS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. PETERS of California. I rise 
today as chair of the Climate Task 
Force in the House Sustainable Energy 
and Environment Coalition. June 1 
marked the start of hurricane season, 
and this is a reminder that we must 
start planning ahead for extreme 
weather that we now face regularly, 
while also recognizing the cost of inac-
tion. 

Taxpayers spent $136 billion on dis-
aster relief in just the last 2 years. 
However, FEMA estimates that every 
$1 spent on planning, preparation, and 
prevention yields the Nation $4 in fu-
ture benefits. We are facing harsher 
droughts, deadlier heat waves, more se-
vere storms, and, in San Diego, in-
creasingly intense wildfires. In 2012 
alone, wildfires burned 9.2 million 
acres in the United States, an area 
larger than the States of Delaware, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut com-
bined. 

There’s no clear national plan for 
how to make our society more resilient 
in the face of extreme weather. This is 
unacceptable. We deserve better. De-
veloping a planning structure for com-
munity resiliency is necessary. It will 
reduce Federal spending, save lives, 
and it’s what Washington could do 
more of. We must act now. 

f 

FOCUSING ON SOLUTIONS 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
proud to serve in the House, where 
we’re continuing to work on the Amer-
ican peoples’ priorities: encouraging 
job creation, growing our economy, and 
stopping policies that hurt American 
families. 

Already this year, we voted to create 
tens of thousands of jobs and move to-
ward North American energy independ-
ence by passage of Keystone pipeline 
legislation. 

We’ve also voted to save jobs from 
policies that hurt our economic growth 
by passing a budget that will balance 
in 10 years and repealing the Presi-
dent’s health care law that is already 
costing jobs. 

In addition, we’ve worked to expand 
opportunities for all Americans by 
passing legislation that allows for a 
better trained workforce in removing 
barriers to help balance the needs of 
family time and work. 

Our focus is on solutions—not blame 
and excuses—to help encourage a 
healthy and prosperous economy, to 
create jobs, and to expand opportuni-
ties for all Americans. 

IN HONOR OF HOUSTON 
FIREFIGHTERS 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the 
Houston firefighters who lost their 
lives and were injured battling a deadly 
five-alarm blaze. 

Every year, our Houston Firefighters 
Pension Board holds a memorial serv-
ice to honor all firefighters, but espe-
cially those who gave their lives in the 
service as firefighters. I have attended 
many of those services over the years. 

Last Friday, May 31, the deadliest 
fire in the 118-year history of the Hous-
ton Fire Department broke out in 
southwest Houston. Unfortunately, 
four brave firefighters lost their lives 
performing their duties. Captain Mat-
thew Renaud, Engineer Operator Rob-
ert Bebee, Firefighter Robert Garner, 
and Firefighter Anne Sullivan trag-
ically fell during the fire. Many fire-
fighters were injured, including Engi-
neer Operator Anthony Livesay, EMT 
Robert Yarbrough, EMT Foster Santos, 
Engineer Operator and Paramedic 
Marcus Hernandez, and Captain Wil-
liam Dowling. These firefighters were 
injured and died trying to save people 
in a motel unit. 

Our hearts and our prayers go out to 
their families and friends. Being the 
grandson and nephew of a family of 
Houston firefighters, I understand the 
sacrifice their loved ones made. We 
shall never forget their heroic efforts 
to keep us safe. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POSEY. Where are the jobs? 
I’ll tell you where they’re not. 

They’re not created or seemingly even 
encouraged by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. The Department is still 
bullying small mom-and-pop businesses 
to complete lengthy, time-consuming, 
and expensive questionnaires about 
their personal business; but they don’t 
have time to answer my questions 
about the need, the justification, or the 
actual use of the information in those 
questionnaires. 

A letter received by a constituent 
just yesterday threatens that if they 
don’t get their economic census back 
within 2 weeks, they will refer their 
case to general counsel. How can con-
stituents trust this agency when even 
the formerly independent IRS is now 
used as a partisan tool to punish people 
the administration does not like? 

If the Department of Commerce real-
ly cared about improving our com-
merce, they would leave our mom-and- 
pops alone to make a living, creating 
jobs. 
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TITLE IX 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 41 years 
ago, President Nixon signed the land-
mark Title IX legislation into law, giv-
ing girls and boys equal opportunities 
in sports. But what many people don’t 
know is that there was a 5-foot, 2-inch 
Japanese American woman from Ha-
waii who was behind this law. While 
she may not have been a contender for 
the WNBA, she laid the groundwork for 
women to participate in sports at every 
level. She was a fierce fighter for equal 
treatment and rights for women and 
held the seat in Congress which I’m 
privileged to hold today. 

Congresswoman Patsy Mink led the 
way to create equal opportunities for 
women and girls with her landmark 
Title IX bill. She grew up wanting to 
be a doctor and was rejected from over 
a dozen medical schools in the 1940s 
simply for being a woman. She went on 
to attend law school and dedicated her 
life to battling the status quo. 

Title IX is a mere 37 words, but over 
the last 40 years it has made an incred-
ible impact in the lives of young 
women around the country. Today girls 
can play basketball, volleyball, golf, 
tennis, or even football. Patsy opened 
the door for these opportunities. Many 
young women have walked through 
this door, paving the way for great ath-
letes everywhere. 

f 

GET OUR ECONOMY GOING AGAIN 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
as many have heard me say on the 
floor of this Chamber many times be-
fore, we have a tremendous oppor-
tunity to revitalize America’s economy 
through domestic energy production. 
We can create jobs, lower energy costs, 
and become energy independent. We 
simply need to seize that opportunity. 
And to do that, we need this adminis-
tration and its Federal agencies to be 
partners in progress rather than road-
blocks to prosperity. Job creation does 
not mean hiring more bureaucrats, and 
‘‘no’’ should be the answer of last re-
sort after all other avenues have failed. 

Two weeks ago, the Department of 
Energy approved one of many re-
quested permits to export liquefied 
natural gas. Given that a recent study 
showed that exporting liquid natural 
gas can lead to over 200,000 U.S. jobs, 
it’s time for the Department of Energy 
to approve the rest of the applications 
and let the market drive our success. 
Cut the red tape for job creators. And if 
we embrace a path to energy independ-
ence, one that allows the market to 
pick winners and losers rather than 
Washington, D.C., we’ll get our econ-
omy going again. 

b 1230 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
am a strong advocate for the First 
Amendment and for the freedom of the 
press. I believe that there is no ques-
tion of the sanctity of that provision, 
even to the extent of being a strong 
supporter of the SHIELD Act so many 
years ago, and now joining my col-
leagues, Congressmen TED POE and 
JOHN CONYERS and others, on legisla-
tion to provide that armor. 

But I will not stand by while mali-
cious and unsubstantiated attacks go 
against a very fine and outstanding 
public servant, and that is the Attor-
ney General of the United States of 
America, Eric Holder. I was in the Ju-
diciary Committee when he was asked 
a question about whether or not he had 
prosecuted or intended to prosecute 
anyone in the press. And his words 
were very clear: 

We have a long way to go to prosecute the 
press. You’ve got to go a long way. With re-
gard to the potential prosecution of the press 
for the disclosure of material, that is not 
something I have been involved in or heard 
of or would think would be wise to do. 

That is what Holder said in the hear-
ing. Holder did not have anything to do 
with prosecuting anyone, and that par-
ticular affidavit or subpoena was in 
2010. The Justice Department has not 
charged or prosecuted anybody in the 
press. Stop the malicious attacks on 
Eric Holder and the President of the 
United States of America. Enough is 
enough. 

f 

INEXCUSABLE IRS ACTIONS 
(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the inexcusable ac-
tions taken by the IRS. Their decision 
to target conservative groups based on 
their political beliefs transcends party 
politics and represents an indefensible 
abuse of power. These actions indicate 
that the agency was operating with po-
litical agendas in mind—and not the 
best interests of the American people— 
and that must change. 

We must refuse to tolerate this egre-
gious behavior, and we must provide 
major oversight into the IRS so the 
American people remain protected and 
can trust that the Tax Code will treat 
them fairly. 

The American people demand an-
swers—not just an apology—from the 
Internal Revenue Service. That is why 
Congress, the House Ways and Means 
Committee, and the Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform Committee have led, 
and will continue to lead, vigorous and 
thorough investigations into this issue, 
seek out those responsible, and ensure 
that they are held accountable for 
their actions. 

Federal Government officials should 
implement the law fairly, not abuse 
their power for political gain. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND MEM-
ORY OF CAPTAIN BRANDON L. 
CYR 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and memory of 
a true American hero, Captain Brandon 
L. Cyr. 

Yesterday morning, I was humbled to 
attend Brandon’s interment at Arling-
ton National Cemetery. Standing on 
that hallowed ground surrounded by 
Brandon and his fallen comrades is a 
sobering testament to the sacrifice of 
those who gave their lives in the de-
fense of freedom. 

Brandon was killed in the line of 
duty when the plane he was com-
manding was shot down over Afghani-
stan on April 27, 2013. 

A distinguished officer, accomplished 
pilot and dedicated friend, Brandon re-
ceived the Meritorious Service Medal, 
five Air Medals and the Air Force 
Achievement Medal. At the time of his 
death, Brandon had logged 1,700 flight 
hours—900 of those in combat. Brandon 
enters into the honored company of 
those who, in the words of Abraham 
Lincoln, ‘‘gave the last full measure of 
devotion’’ so ‘‘that this Nation might 
live.’’ 

It is with heartfelt gratitude that I 
recognize Brandon, his family, and 
American veterans and their families 
everywhere for their service and dedi-
cation to this Nation. 

f 

OBAMACARE 

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
on behalf of 600 people in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, who are earning smaller pay-
checks today because of ObamaCare. 
Just last week, the largest school dis-
trict in Indiana, Fort Wayne Commu-
nity Schools, announced it would cut 
the hours of 610 part-time cafeteria 
workers and teachers’ aides. These are 
hardworking folks who play a vital role 
in the education of our children. Offi-
cials running schools across Indiana 
and the Nation are beginning to realize 
these unsustainable costs and are tak-
ing similar measures to comply with 
its mandate. 

Mr. Speaker, we know now that 
President Obama’s claim that ‘‘under 
ObamaCare if you like your health care 
you can keep it’’ was false. Now we 
know that ObamaCare is also hurting 
the very people it was meant to help. 

Employees in school districts across 
the country deserve certainty and se-
curity, and they don’t have it. Ameri-
cans are being crushed by the cost of 
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