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the principles of peace and inclusive-
ness around the community. Addition-
ally, his achievements have inter-
national reach. Not only does he over-
see the Himalayan Academy’s various
publications, he serves as a publisher of
the international magazine Hinduism
Today.

Furthermore, Satguru dedicates his
time to cultivating the religious in-
struction of Hindu youth around the
world through producing a series of
books that teach Hinduism’s ethical re-
straints, and teach religious observ-
ances as well.

Thank you, Satguru, for your open-
ing prayer.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY AND SAC-
RIFICE OF CODY CARPENTER
AND JOEL CAMPORA

(Mr. COTTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COTTON. Today, on behalf of a
grateful State, I rise to honor Scott
County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and Ar-
kansas Game and Fish wildlife officer
Joel Campora, who died heroically last
week trying to save their fellow Arkan-
sans from flash floods.

Sheriff Carpenter leaves behind a
wife and four children. Officer Campora
leaves behind a wife and two daughters.
Along with my fellow Arkansans, I
want to express my deepest condo-
lences to their families, their commu-
nities, and their brothers and sisters in
law enforcement.

But even as we mourn their deaths
and console their loved ones, let us also
honor their sacrifice and courage.
Sheriff Carpenter and Officer Campora
died in the line of duty protecting their
fellow citizens. John 15:13 says:

Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends.

These men volunteered for duty that
can call for that ultimate sacrifice
every day. Now that they have laid
down their lives, I join my State and
my country in mourning and cele-
brating their cherished memory.

——————

JOBS NOW ACT

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it has now been 884 days; no serious
jobs bill yet.

I'm proud to announce a powerful al-
ternative to this shameful inaction.
Today, I am again introducing the Jobs
Now Act, a bill that would give local
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officials the resources and flexibility
they need to retain, hire, and train
workers immediately.

If this sounds like some left-wing
idea, I ask you to consider who served
as the key initiator and advocate for
the CETA program on which this legis-
lation is Dbased: President Richard
Milhous Nixon.

I have no doubt that many Ameri-
cans hearing me today benefited—ei-
ther directly or indirectly—from
CETA.

Mr. Speaker, let’s return to the days
when investing in job creation and
human potential was a Dbipartisan
cause. Let’s bring this important bill
to the floor for a vote.

Our mantra in this Congress should
be jobs, jobs, jobs.

———

DEAL WITH THE DEBT NOW

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this week the national debt reached an
unprecedented record of over $16.85 tril-
lion. Such a figure is so mind-boggling
that I will make this simple. This
means that every person in the United
States now owes $53,329 to pay down
the debt, and every U.S. taxpayer’s
debt share is now $148,186.

With a debt at such high levels, it is
not surprising that we are still experi-
encing an anemic 2 percent growth
rate, which has produced the lowest job
participation rate in 30 years. The
ever-rising public debt threatens to
drive up interest rates, crowd out pri-
vate investment, and increase infla-
tion. The implications will be severe
and pronounced for all Americans, but
most especially for the poor, the elder-
ly, and the middle class.

Mr. Speaker, if we don’t deal with
the debt now, the debt will deal with
us.

———
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LET’S BRIDGE THE
INFRASTRUCTURE GAP

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, last month
we saw two bridges in this country col-
lapse in 1 week. If that fact doesn’t get
us to act, maybe this one will:

According to the Federal Highway
Administration, over 70,000 bridges na-
tionwide have been ‘‘deemed struc-
turally deficient.”” That’s one in nine
bridges.

Congress can’t continue to kick this
can down the road on this critical
issue. That’s why I've called on my col-
leagues on the Transportation Com-
mittee to hold hearings to focus on the
state of our Nation’s bridges.

Last week we had the Special Freight
Transportation Panel in southern Cali-
fornia on a 3-day fact-finding trip to
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see how businesses rely on our trans-
portation arteries, bridges, highways,
ports to grow and sustain the trade in-
dustry and our global economy.

When we invest in our infrastructure,
we create a future with good-paying
jobs; a strong, thriving economy; and
an efficient, safe transportation sys-
tem.

We have Americans who need work.
We have an infrastructure that needs
fixing. Let’s bridge that gap.

———

THE NORTH FORK WATERSHED
PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, as a fifth-
generation Montanan and sportsman, I
know how special the Treasure State
is. Our State’s rivers and mountains
and our outdoor heritage are an impor-
tant part of every Montanan’s way of
life and play an important part in our
State’s economy.

It’s important that we work together
to protect these valuable resources so
that future generations can enjoy them
for years to come. The North Fork Wa-
tershed, on the western slope of Glacier
National Park, is critical to our
State’s outdoor heritage and the tour-
ism economy in the Flathead Valley.

Efforts to protect the North Fork
Watershed, like the North Fork Water-
shed Protection Act, is a good example
of how we can work together to put
Montana first. That’s why I'm intro-
ducing legislation to protect this valu-
able resource, while also ensuring that
current recreational uses, livestock
management, and forest management
in this region are maintained.

I'm glad to be part of this important,
bipartisan effort in leading the charge
in the House to achieve the goals that
the Flathead community supports.

————

IT'S TIME FOR COMPREHENSIVE
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. I rise
today to ask Speaker BOEHNER to rec-
ognize that the time is now for this
House to take up comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

I spent all of last week on an innova-
tion road show. I went up and down Sil-
icon Valley—and I have northern Sil-
icon Valley in my district—and I lis-
tened to the job creators, I listened to
the innovators. And one message is
clear: we have unfilled jobs here in
America that require immigration
fixes, require increasing the H-1B visas
so that we can create jobs behind high-
skilled immigrants.

We know that Silicon Valley was
built on a three-legged stool: access to
capital, brain trusts, and a risk-taking
culture. And we know that immigrants
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build jobs behind them. They have that
brain trust. They have that risk-taking
culture. Forty percent of the largest
companies in America were built by
immigrants or the children of immi-
grants.

It’s time to also put the 11.5 million
Americans who are undocumented on a
pathway to citizenship. I’ve been on
the ground. I've talked to the
innovators, and I hear their cry.

The time is now. So for the sake of
our economy, and the sake of our com-
munities, the right thing to do is to
put these undocumented immigrants
on a path to citizenship and to make
sure that we can take high-skilled
workers from across the world, put
them in our country, and create thou-
sands of new jobs behind them.

———

SEQUESTRATION AND THE
TOBYHANNA ARMY DEPOT

(Mr. MARINO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MARINO. Last week, thousands
of my constituents felt even more pain
as a result of the President’s sequestra-
tion when Tobyhanna Army Depot
began to furlough over 5,000 of its civil-
ian employees.

One constituent called my office and
asked, ‘““How are we supposed to afford
our mortgage if my husband is not al-
lowed to work? There must be a more
logical way to cut the budget.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, that is what I
would like to know. Why can the Presi-
dent jet around the country to play
golf on the taxpayers’ dime when the
hardworking families cannot make
ends meet?

The House acted twice last year to
replace the sequestration with more
commonsense solutions, but the Senate
refused to consider these bills. They
even rejected a measure that would
have given the administration more
flexibility in implementing these cuts.

Because of the President’s insistence
and the Senate’s inaction, these fami-
lies will now face even more financial
uncertainty, struggling to pay their
bills instead of earning a steady pay-
check.

Mr. Speaker, the people of the 10th
Congressional District have had
enough of the President’s rhetoric, and
they have certainly had enough of his
sequestration. It’s time that the Presi-
dent started working for the American
people.

PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of a policy that allows
Federal agencies to determine whether
it makes sense for certain construction
projects to have project labor agree-
ments, PLAs, which are agreements be-
tween owners, including Federal agen-
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cies, and workers that establish work-
site conditions.

Federal agencies are currently em-
powered to consider PLAs as a means
of reducing on-the-job conflicts, saving
money, speeding up construction, and
improving efficiency and worker safe-
ty. Unfortunately, this body will soon
consider removing this tool from our
construction toolbox.

While they may not always be the
answer on complex projects, PLAs
make it more likely that a project will
be done right the first time, on time,
and on budget. That’s why some of the
most successful companies in the
world, including Boeing, in my State,
use a similar model for construction.
It’s why the Department of Energy
uses a PLA at Hanford, and the Depart-
ment of Energy has a PLA at the Ex-
plosives Handling Wharf in Kitsap
County in my district.

PLAs are open to all companies,
union and nonunion, who see the value
of this tool. At a time when we’re look-
ing to rein in wasteful spending, PLAs
can be a successful model in improving
and promoting high-quality, cost-effi-
cient construction.

HONORING THE SERVICE OF OUR
FIRST RESPONDERS

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week I had the pleasure
of spending time with first responders
and public safety personnel in my dis-
trict. I toured facilities in seven coun-
ties, meeting with the men and women
who are the first line of defense, the
ones who go into danger rather than
run away from it, the folks who are so
critical to the safety of our citizens.

I believe it’s important for our first
responders to know that their hard
work and sacrifice are appreciated. As
one final step of this tour, I'd like to
extend my deepest appreciation and
gratitude to all those whom I did not
get to personally speak with last week.
On behalf of South Carolina’s Third
District, and Americans all across the
country, we thank you for everything
that you do.

Mr. Speaker, it is also with great
sadness that I rise today in honor of
the fallen first responders, many of
whom are volunteers, who gave their
lives in Houston, Texas, and West,
Texas, recently. May the Members of
this House honor the memory and her-
oism of every first responder who has
lost their life serving this great Na-
tion.

May God bless the families of the
fallen. And I ask every American to re-
member them in your thoughts and
prayers.

May God continue to bless the United
States of America with heroes such as
these.
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COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss the urgent need to
make college more affordable. As the
father of a rising college freshman, I
have renewed appreciation for the as-
tronomical cost of college.

On July 1, the problem will get even
worse. Interest rates on Federal stu-
dent loans are set to double; and that’s
why I cosponsored the Student Loan
Relief Act, which would extend the cur-
rent, lower rates for 2 more years.

Last month, I voted against a pro-
posal that would have increased rates
with the extra money raised going to
the Federal Government. Balancing the
budget on the backs of our college stu-
dents is just plain wrong.

The amount of money Americans owe
in student loans is greater than the
amount we owe in credit card debt.
This is a serious problem with serious
consequences, and it’s getting worse.

The future of our country, we know,
depends on the ability of our young
people to compete in this global econ-
omy. This means making it easier to
go to college, not harder.

I urge my colleagues to support legis-
lation that will keep interest rates low
and make college more affordable.

——
HONORING THE SERVICE OF
STAFF SERGEANT BOBBY

BRIDGET AND MR. AND MRS.
STEVE MASSA

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay honor and tribute to three
wonderful North Carolina heroes, Army
Staff Sergeant Bobby Bridget, and his
neighbors back home, Steve and Pat
Massa.

Sergeant Bridget served us in Af-
ghanistan with three tours. During
that time, his job was to go find IEDs
and then take those IEDs and dis-
mantle them to protect his fellow sol-
diers.

Meanwhile, his neighbors back home,
Pat and Steve Massa, they would take
care of his lawn, they would do the er-
rands around the house to make sure
that their neighbor could go and serve
his country and defend our freedoms.

Well, the rest of the story is, Mr.
Speaker, that the Massas, during this
time, were going through their own
challenges. They had cancer surgeries;
they had cancer treatments. It was a
very difficult, emotional time; yet they
did what it took to take care of their
neighbor.

We’re grateful for the service of Ser-
geant Bridget and particularly grateful
for the wonderful neighbors that he
had in the Massas.

May God richly bless these people.
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