H2330

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with my colleagues today to ask why
the media has not reported on this
atrocity that’s been going on related to
Dr. Gosnell. I rise as a Member of Con-
gress, but also a minister.

I read an article just recently on this
very issue that really brought to my
attention what the problem is, why the
media won’t report. The article, talk-
ing about Dr. Gosnell, said:

He regularly and illegally delivered live,
viable babies in the third trimester of preg-
nancy—and then murdered these newborns
by severing their spinal cords with scissors.

He overdosed his patients with dangerous
drugs, spread venereal disease among them
with infected instruments, perforated their
wombs and bowels—and, on at least two oc-
casions, caused their deaths.

Over the years, many people came to
know that something was going on
here. But then, Mr. Speaker, it ends by
saying, ‘“‘But no one put a stop to it.”

Until we stand as citizens of the
United States, until ministers in the
pulpit stand and speak for life itself,
God-given, until we return to our
foundational principles, the media, our
Presidents, no one else will listen to
the cries of these innocents. Mr. Speak-
er, it is time for America to stand in
their defense.

———

THE GOSNELL TRIAL

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
stand today to express my horror at
the accusations made in the trial of
Kermit Gosnell, an abortionist in
Pennsylvania. If these charges are
true, they’re horrific.

Let me speak from my heart. I am an
OB/GYN physician who has delivered
almost 5,000 babies. In my heart of
hearts, I cannot imagine what must
have gone on in the guise of health
care in that abortionist clinic. It is
physically nauseating for me to think
about what this doctor did.

Life is a precious miracle, and the
children who lost their lives in Phila-
delphia were blessed with this miracle
only to have it so cruelly ripped away
from them. Regardless of whether one
is pro-life or pro-abortion, we should
all agree that these children deserved a
chance at life.

This country carries a responsibility
and duty to protect those who do not
have a voice, including the unborn chil-
dren of America that represent our
greatest silent minority. They’re the
most innocent among us and deserve
the protections we afford to all other
people in this great country.

One of government’s most important
duties is to protect the most vulner-
able among us. I pledge to continue to
remember and to strive toward this.

If found guilty, I expect the full
weight of the law to be used to punish
the accused.

I simply will finish by saying, as a re-
minder to all of us, what a precious gift
of life our children are.
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THE GOSNELL TRIAL

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I stand
here again today to speak for the un-
derprivileged women and children who
suffered under the horrible acts of Dr.
Gosnell. And again, as a father of two
little girls, just like President Obama,
I challenge President Obama to lead in
this unspeakable case. It’s time for the
President to finally acknowledge these
acts.

Mr. President, your silence on this
issue is deafening. It’s deafening, isn’t
it? When will you stand up and say
that we must protect these women and
children and ensure their safety? These
acts are reprehensible and require your
leadership without delay.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mr. RICE of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. I rise to
speak about an entirely different topic
today. And my topic pales in compari-
son to the death of children at the
hands of this awful clinic, so please ex-
cuse me for the diversion.

What I rise to speak about today is
the sequester and the effects on the
Federal Aviation Administration. You
see, in my State of South Carolina, our
budget is actually less than it was 5
years ago. Whereas, in the last 5 years,
the Federal budget has risen by 29 per-
cent. In a time when hardworking
Americans are tightening their belts,
when State and local governments are
tightening their belts, the Federal
budget is up 29 percent. We run record
deficit after record deficit. Yet with se-
quester, we’re seeking a 2.4 percent
cut—after a 29 percent rise in the last
5 years, 2.4 percent.

My State has cut its budget with
minimal disruption because the Gov-
ernor and the legislature have worked
together to do exactly that, minimize
disruption. This administration, on the
other hand, is making every effort to
make this 2.4 percent cut as painful as
they possibly can.

———

FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Having
served in the city of Indianapolis city
government, as well as working for the
Federal Government as a United States
Attorney and serving my citizens,
that’s what I thought Federal Govern-
ment, city governments, and local gov-
ernments were supposed to do—and
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State governments. And I've worked at
a State higher ed institution. That’s
what public institutions are supposed
to do. They are supposed to serve, and
they are supposed to serve citizens.

Many of us travel by air frequently,
and we’re grateful with the relative
ease which air travel allows us to visit,
whether it’s distant loved ones or trav-
el to conduct business.

Government is vitally important in
the service to citizens in air travel. But
once again, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration is finding it more impor-
tant to play politics with air travel and
air service than to serve the citizens,
which is what government is supposed
to do.

The FAA has decided to implement
President Obama’s sequester by fur-
loughing employees, like their air traf-
fic controllers—vitally important to
the service and safety of our country—
and causing delays in up to 40 percent
of U.S. flights.

This isn’t the only way the FAA
could save money. There are many
other ways the FAA could save money,
and they were provided the flexibility
to save that money. But instead, in
2010 alone, the FAA spent $8 million on
employee conferences. There are many
ways they are not serving us.
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(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, FAA fur-
loughs of air traffic controllers and
threats to delay flights represent an
absolutely colossal failure of this ad-
ministration. The FAA and the Obama
administration knew about sequestra-
tion. In fact, the FAA knows, and this
chart shows that, in fact, air traffic is
down some 27 percent in the last dec-
ade.

FAA failed to make reductions where
air traffic has actually been reduced.
The FAA knows which airports they
can reduce their workforce. We’ve got a
report here that outlines in detail
where we have more air traffic control-
lers than we need.

The Obama administration is poking
Congress and the American people, the
flying public, in the eye. There’s no
reason for this mess. I will tell you
this: if Ronald Reagan were President,
this whole fiasco would have been over
Monday morning.

———

FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, these FAA
flight delays have been in effect for
less than a week and already the Amer-
ican people are suffering. FAA’s finan-
cial mismanagement is now costing
Americans time and money, and yet
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the administration has done nothing to
reverse it.

At a time when families are traveling
to see their kids graduate from college,
fly across the country to take care of
their elderly parents, and make busi-
ness trips to help support their fami-
lies, these delays are inexcusable.
That’s why House Republicans voted
twice to replace President Obama’s se-
quester with reasonable and respon-
sible spending cuts—because we wanted
to prevent things like this from hap-
pening.

So I encourage all of you when you
travel home this week to talk to people
in your hometown airports, take pic-
tures and engage the people you meet
about what they’re experiencing and
then tweet those stories using the
hashtag: #ObamaFlightDelays. And,
above all, please join me in encour-
aging the administration to stop play-
ing politics with the American people.

———

FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, this week, the Chicago Trib-
une published an editorial that stated
what many of us have known for
months: the administration is playing
political games by attempting to make
the sequestration as painful as possible
on Americans, especially traveling
Americans.

The FAA furloughs announced this
week, they’re not just wrong, they’re
irresponsible. The bottom line is the
FAA has the flexibility to find money
and minimize the impact to the trav-
eling public. Even more concerning is
that the FAA has chosen not to imple-
ment the furloughs in a way that could
protect the most critical air traffic
control operations and facilities. They
are indiscriminately furloughing ev-
eryone in the FAA.

Air traffic controllers are being fur-
loughed at the same rate as non-
controllers, and furloughs are being ap-
plied at the same rate regardless of the
airport size. Waterloo in Iowa is not
Chicago O’Hare. The FAA needs to
manage better, and they need to do it
now.

There is still time for the adminis-
tration and the FAA to reverse course
on these decisions and start making
the right decision instead of trying to
simply score political points by play-
ing the political game of chicken.

———

FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, we have
seen these political games played be-
fore with sequestration, and the Amer-
ican people have responded unfavor-
ably every time. This decision to fur-
lough air traffic controllers by the
FAA is no different.
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Staff shortages as a result of these
furloughs led to more than 2,250 flight
delays in the first 2 days alone, great-
ly—greatly—inconveniencing the
schedules of many people trying to
travel across our country. These delays
are all unnecessary.

There are $2.7 billion in nonpersonnel
operational costs that the House
Transportation Committee has identi-
fied and which could be examined be-
fore furloughs that ultimately hurt the
American people. The FAA and this ad-
ministration have decided to inconven-
ience the American traveler instead of
using its flexibility within the agency
to enact these cuts in a responsible
manner.

When air traffic controllers are being
furloughed, yet workers helping imple-
ment ObamaCare have been unaffected,
it becomes clear on where this adminis-
tration’s priorities are.

I am very concerned with Democrats
using this latest example of a manufac-
tured crisis to cut workers, not waste.

———
FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA Mr. Speaker, we live
in a representative Republic, and so
the people expect us at our different
levels of government to go to Wash-
ington, go to your local State capitols
and get the job done and do it right. We
appoint people to get these jobs done
for us that you expect, whether the
President does the appointments or
somehow the House and the Senate ap-
prove them. And yet Washington, D.C.,
has fallen down on the job; this admin-
istration has fallen down on the job on
this issue of FAA and air traffic con-
trollers and delays that can affect real
American people.

It’s really shameful that we are ma-
nipulated in such a way, because what
we’ve seen in recent years, actually
since 1996, the budget for FAA has in-
creased 110 percent. And now in this
fiscal crisis, this country has seen
where everybody is having to cut back,
whether personally in our own lives or
in government, that we’re finding ways
to try and trim the cost of doing busi-
ness of government a little bit.

A 4 percent cut in FAA resulting in
40 percent of our flights being delayed,
that’s an outrage. It should be an out-
rage to every individual that we’re
being manipulated this way at a time,
with a $16-plus trillion deficit, we can’t
get this right.

So, missed connections, we’re hurt-
ing the American public with these
delays. We’ve got to do better. I ask
the administration to do better.

———

CPC HOUR: IRAQ
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.
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Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
first, let me just say I'm very pleased
to anchor this Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus Special Order on Iraq with
my colleague from California, Con-
gresswoman MAXINE WATERS.

Let me also take a moment to thank
Congresswoman WATERS, who is the
founder of the Out of Iraq Caucus. Con-
gresswoman WATERS had the vision and
the determination to pull together
Members of the House who really need-
ed some space, who needed to be able to
provide legislative strategies and to
beat the drum to end this war in Iraq.
The country owes Congresswoman
WATERS a debt of gratitude, and we
thank you very much for that.

I also want to acknowledge Congress-
woman Lynn Woolsey, who retired
from Congress at the end of last year,
but who loomed so large during this
Special Order, given her incredible
leadership in working to end the war in
Iraq and to bring our troops home. She
is and remains our sister in arms when
it comes to working for global peace
and security for our children, all of our
collective work.

It was no wonder that many observ-
ers called Congresswomen WATERS,
Woolsey, and myself ‘“The Triad,” but
it was actually Congresswoman Wool-
sey who coined this term in our forma-
tion.
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We are here today to reflect back on
the 10-year anniversary of the start of
the unnecessary, immoral, and costly
war and to remember and pay tribute
to the sacrifices of our troops, those
who lost their lives, the injured, their
families, and their loved ones, many of
whom are still grappling with the scars
and the impact of the war. We are also
here to reflect on the costs of this war
in blood and treasure. On the costs of
this war: $800 billion, 4,486 soldiers, an
untold number of Iraqi civilians, count-
less refugees, and also on the lost op-
portunity costs of this war to our coun-
try.

Instead of spending $800 billion on
Iraq, we could have created jobs, re-
built our crumbling infrastructure or
invested in our schools to provide
every child with a 21st century edu-
cation. Sadly, this list goes on and on.
It is especially painful when we under-
stand that this war never should have
happened in the first place. It was a
war of choice. It was unnecessary; it
was immoral; and it was wrong.

Over 10 years now in the run-up to
the war, there were those of us in Con-
gress and millions of people in the
antiwar movement who fought the
launch of this war. We had questions
about weapons of mass destruction
claims. We pushed for hearings; we
called for a full debate; and we called
to halt the rush to war.

In October 2002, the Bush administra-
tion pushed for invading Iraq. During
that time, I was on the Foreign Affairs
Committee. I proposed an amendment,
which the Rules Committee made in
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