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see your brother or sister for 24 years.
That’s how long our sibling visa back-
logs can be right now in our broken im-
migration system.

The Senate immigration bill does
many good things to fix this broken
system and reduces the backlog of fam-
ily visas. This means that all those
families who have been waiting for so
many years can finally be reunited.
But for the future it gets rid of the sib-
ling category entirely.

What this means is that if someone
immigrates here and becomes a citizen,
she can petition for her parents to
come in short order; but because this
bill gets rid of the sibling category, the
22-year-old brother with Down syn-
drome would have to be left behind to
be all by himself. That’s not right.

Fixing our broken immigration sys-
tem is so important. But let’s make
sure that immediate family members
can be reunited.

———
RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT THE
ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY

KERMIT GOSNELL

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to raise awareness about the
grave atrocities committed by Kermit
Gosnell against innocent lives at his
Philadelphia abortion clinic. Witnesses
called the clinic a ‘‘house of horrors”
and described a procedure known as
“snipping,” in which the backs of ba-
bies’ necks are cut with scissors to
“‘ensure fetal demise.”

Abortion clinics across our Nation
take the lives of 1.2 million babies
every year. This is murder, and it must
be stopped. We have the responsibility
to protect the unborn, as well as the
sanctity of all innocent human life.

These wholesale murder clinics con-
tinue to take innocent lives. The pros-
ecution of Kermit Gosnell is a positive
step toward stopping our Nation’s slide
toward unrestricted abortions.

———
CLIMATE CHANGE SOLUTIONS

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, across
this country, we are seeing the ruinous
effects of climate change, from more
powerful storms in the East, to per-
sistent drought and catastrophic
wildfires in the West.

We are not powerless in the face of
this threat. We know what we have to
do: slow our emissions of greenhouse
gases, deploy clean energy solutions.

But we also must do another thing.
We must manage our forest lands to be
part of the solution instead of part of
the problem. Healthy forests can actu-
ally help remove carbon dioxide from
the environment, from the atmosphere.

We sometimes hear about tech-
nologies that, in the future, may be
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able to do this, may be able to capture
and store carbon dioxide; but we have
natural infrastructure that can do it
right now. And a great example of that
is from my own district in California,
the Pacific Forest Trust.

They’ve been working for over 20
years with landowners, as well as local,
State and Federal officials, to conserve
and manage forests to capture carbon.
Their work with forest conservation
easements is paying off for wildlife, for
landowners, and also for our climate.

Their Van Eck forest in Humboldt
County was the first forest emissions
reduction project registered under
California’s climate change law.

———————

PLAYING POLITICS WITH THE
SEQUESTER

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I'm here
to comment on the administration
playing politics in an attempt to maxi-
mize the impact of his sequester on the
American people and, in this case, the
aviation system and the traveling pub-
lic.

The FAA’s operating budget has
grown by nearly 110 percent, more than
double in the last 17 years, as domestic
flights are down 27 percent. The FAA’s
share of the sequester represents $600
million of their $16 billion annual budg-
et, about 5 percent.

Does anyone out there believe a Fed-
eral Government bureaucracy can’t
find this level of savings without af-
fecting the American people? Well, I
don’t.

Rather than furloughing air traffic
controllers to make a political point,
the FAA should cut wasteful and un-
necessary spending.

Mr. Speaker, these cuts should not
significantly impact the aviation sys-
tem, but the administration is failing
to show leadership and is trying to
score political points.

————

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
MINORITY HEALTH MONTH

(Mr. BERA of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
I have the pleasure of being cochair of
the Congressional Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Caucus on Healthcare with my
colleague from California, Representa-
tive BARBARA LEE, who happens to be
here in the Chamber as well.

I'd like to take this opportunity to
recognize National Minority Health
Month. Despite medical advances that
save many lives in our country, there’s
been limited progress in ending the ra-
cial and ethnic disparities in health.

Groups like Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders have
higher rates of diabetes, certain types
of cancer and obesity, conditions that
are expensive to treat and have lasting
consequences.
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In my district of Sacramento County,
we have a large Hmong population.
Some cancer rates in the Hmong are 16
times higher than in the White popu-
lation, and their cancer is much more
likely to be diagnosed at a later stage.

That’s one reason why this month I
introduced the bipartisan resolution
recognizing National Minority Cancer
Awareness Week with my colleague,
Representative RODNEY DAVIS. We
must invest in research, innovation,
and diagnosis to end this disparity. I
celebrate National Minority Health
Month.

HONORING MONTANA’S WORLD
WAR II VETERANS

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 86 Montana
World War II veterans who recently
made their way to Washington, D.C., as
part of the Big Sky Honor Flight. I'm
so proud that the Honor Flight pro-
gram exists, and I'm deeply thankful to
all the volunteers that made this pos-
sible.

As the son of a U.S. Marine, I have a
deep appreciation for the sacrifices our
veterans have made in service to our
Nation. But I was struck by something
that one of our Montana World War II
vets said while sitting before the World
War II monument just this past Mon-
day. He said this: ‘““At the end of my
life, I look around this memorial and I
see the power of this Nation.”

It’s true. The monuments that line
our National Mall do remind us of the
strength and perseverance of the
United States.

But, Mr. Speaker, I look at our vet-
erans and our servicemembers, from
the members of the Greatest Genera-
tion to the men and women serving our
Nation today, and in them I see the
power of this Nation, founded in a com-
mitment to freedom and an unwavering
dedication to service.

—
0 1230

IN OPPOSITION TO THE FULL
FAITH AND CREDIT ACT

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise in opposition to
the Full Faith and Credit Act, H.R. 807.
This bill would allow the Secretary of
the Treasury to take all necessary ac-
tions to ensure U.S. public debt obliga-
tions are paid when due and allows the
Secretary to forego obligations not re-
lated to public debt. What this means,
essentially, is all foreign debt will take
precedence over repaying important
domestic programs, such as Social Se-
curity. We should pass legislation that
Social Security be paid for first, not



H2314

the foreign debt. Social Security is not
contributing one penny to our national
debt. We must remember that it’s one
of the most important commitments
that America has made to its citizens.

The U.S. Government has purchased
credit known as ‘‘special obligations”
from Social Security. The credits are
backed by ‘‘the full faith and credit of
the U.S. Government,” with the prom-
ise to redeem these credits. I support
repaying the Social Security trust fund
before any other debt is paid. Pay So-
cial Security first before we pay other
countries.

———
REPEALING HEALTH CARE LAW

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
it was 3 years ago when President
Obama and congressional Democrats
pushed through their government take-
over of health care. In those 3 short
years, the law has already cost the
American people over $2 trillion and
has raised taxes another $1 trillion—
and the law isn’t even fully enacted
yet. And what do we have to show for
it? Higher government spending, higher
taxes, higher deficits, higher health in-
surance premiums, and a lower quality
of health care.

Companies all over the country are
being forced to cut costs by laying off
current employees or cutting their
hours, putting on hold hiring new em-
ployees, and halting expansion. That is
bad for American workers and bad for
our economy.

House Republicans are committed to
defunding, delaying, and dismembering
ObamaCare and will continue to fight
for the American people to get rid of
this terrible law and replace it with
real reforms that will make our health
care stronger. As one senior Demo-
cratic Senator said, ObamaCare is a
“‘train wreck.”

——————

FUNDING THE NATIONAL
INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Many people have been
concerned about the sequester and the
effects it has had on airplane flights.
And I am, too. People are delayed a
half hour, an hour, or whatever, and
that’s bad. But the biggest thing people
ought to be upset about the sequester
is the fact that it takes $1.6 billion out
of the National Institutes of Health.

Mr. Speaker, each person in this
room at one time will face a ren-
dezvous with destiny. Whether that
rendezvous 1is cancer, heart disease,
stroke, Alzheimer’s, AIDS, diabetes, or
Parkinson’s, the National Institutes of
Health is working for cures and treat-
ments. By taking $1.6 billion from what
is our personal Department of Defense,
we are going to put certain people at
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risk for death and for trauma. That is
wrong. There is no more important
funding that we do than the National
Institutes of Health. That’s our oppor-
tunity to save people’s lives.

I will introduce a bill to take that
funding out of the sequester. I ask my
colleagues in a bipartisan manner to
put the people first. The real enemy is
disease. Fund the National Institutes
of Health fully.

————
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the greatest amount of opportunity,
the greatest amount of success for the
greatest number of people—ensuring
that the American Dream lives for
all—that’s what we want. That’s our
goal. And our constituents know that
the path to that goal demands real so-
lutions.

Sadly, all we hear from the President
and the other side is to just stay the
course. More failed policies, more debt,
more taxes, less American energy,
more government control of health
care, more dependency on government,
less economic growth. That’s their
plan. And it simply isn’t working for
American families.

And now the President is forcing air
travel delays, blaming the action on
the sequester. The FAA is spending
right now exactly what it spent in 2010.
So these are Obama flight delays. The
truth is that any spending reduction at
the FAA could easily be gained by cut-
ting waste, not necessary services.

President Obama, stop playing poli-
tics with the American people. We in
Congress are used to it, but the public
doesn’t deserve it. Enough is enough.

———

CONGRATULATING OAK PARK
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
one of Ventura County’s most distin-
guished school districts, Oak Park Uni-
fied School District, for winning the
Sustainability Award from the U.S. De-
partment of Education. Oak Park Uni-
fied was one of just 14 school districts
in the entire Nation to receive this
award, which recognizes schools and
school districts for their exemplary ef-
forts in reducing energy usage, pro-
moting better health care, and pro-
viding better quality environmental
education to their students.

Oak Park Unified Elementary School
students are taking produce from their
school garden and greenhouse to a
local free clinic where they explain the
impacts of diabetes to their patients
and how to grow and enjoy healthy
foods. Last year, another team of stu-
dents sponsored the district-wide Week
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of Whales and won the Presidential En-
vironmental Youth Award.

I am so honored to represent the Oak
Park Unified School District and am
proud of their dedication to sustain-
ability and to protecting the environ-
ment.

———

NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS AND PREVENTION
MONTH AND NATIONAL DNA DAY

(Mr. PEARCE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, April is
National Sexual Assault Awareness
and Prevention Month. In fact, today is
National DNA Day, where we com-
memorate the discovery of DNA’s dou-
ble helix and the subsequent scientific
advancements.

DNA has revolutionized public safety
and criminal justice in this country. It
helps solve unsolved crimes. Since its
inception in 1994, the DNA database
system has solved more than 200,000
cold cases that provided closure to over
200,000 families. It assists prosecutors
in taking criminals off the streets. It
also exonerates the innocent, having
freed more than 300 convicted crimi-
nals.

Katie Sepich was a 22-year-old grad-
uate student at New Mexico State Uni-
versity in my district. In August of
2003, she was brutally raped, burned,
strangled to death, and abandoned at a
dumpsite. But Katie Sepich was a
fighter, having the DNA of her offender
under her fingernails. Through DNA,
they were able to find and convict her
offender and put him in jail.

The bill, which was signed into law
here in this Congress last year, helps
the State collect evidence. DNA has
transformed our justice system and
provided closure for families.

———
FLOODING IN ILLINOIS

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. I rise today to talk
about the recent flooding that has im-
pacted families across my region. From
Rockford to the Quad Cities to Peoria,
Illinois, and in so many towns in be-
tween, communities large and small
are suffering due to this month’s
record flooding. Among the worst hit
areas of my region is London Mills,
which is in the far southern part of my
congressional district. Many there are
suffering.

Amanda Franklin of London Mills
lost her home, many of her possessions,
and even her children’s drawings that
she has held onto since they were in
kindergarten.

Bethene Weber, who is 78 years old,
lost her home of almost half a century
to the flooding.

There are far too many heart-
breaking stories from across my re-
gion.
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