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the IRS decides to snoop around and
secretly investigate a citizen named
Joe and his taxes. Right now, the gov-
ernment can go to Joe’s email pro-
vider, demand his email records, and
check on his finances that are stored in
the cloud, all without Joe’s knowledge
or consent.

Government agencies have the au-
thority to snoop around through pri-
vate emails and photos as long as they
are 180 days old, no warrant required.
How is this possible? Well, it’s called
the outdated Electronic Communica-
tions Privacy Act, ECPA. ECPA was
passed back in 1986, the stone age of
technology, when most Americans
didn’t even own a home computer,
much less use email or store things in
a cloud.

Today we have tweets, g-chats, texts,
instagrams, emails and, yes, the cloud.
The world of 1986 is gone, and it has
been replaced by a world with free, in-
stant, unlimited email storage, high-
speed broadband, and cloud computing.

Americans keep many of their most
personal possessions online indefi-
nitely: family photographs, school-
work, sensitive communications, finan-
cial records, business plans, personal
calendars, and even weekend shopping
lists.

In other words, Big Government can
force a private company to turn over
private information of a citizen, with-
out their consent, without a warrant,
and without that person’s knowledge.
This circumvents the Fourth Amend-
ment’s prohibition against unreason-
able searches and seizures of Ameri-
cans’ ‘‘persons, houses, papers, and per-
sonal effects.”

Government should get a warrant if
it has probable cause to believe a crime
is being committed. Technology may
have changed, but the Fourth Amend-
ment still applies to the Internet.

The government can’t tap our phones
without a search warrant. It can’t read
our mail without a warrant or enter
our homes or search our records that
we keep in file cabinets. If a person
stores information in a bank safety de-
posit box, the government must get a
warrant to go through it.

But ECPA authorizes the government
to read emails and social media mes-
sages or any property stored in the
cloud, without a warrant and without
evidence that someone is engaged in
criminal activity.

Mr. Speaker, that’s an invasion of
privacy and an affront to the liberty of
every American. Why should the law
treat digital data stored in the cloud
differently than papers stored in a file
cabinet or property in a safety deposit
box? It really is no different.

The law must be updated to protect
every citizen’s right of privacy from
the government. Government’s unre-
stricted authority to demand private
information stored in the cloud will
kill cloud computing by destroying
confidence in U.S.-based services and
driving businesses to other countries
which actually have stronger privacy
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protections for people who use the
cloud. That’s what the CEO of Data
Foundry, a Texas-based data services
provider, has warned. Companies will
take their business to other shores
that protect personal privacy.

Mr. Speaker, this is the TUnited
States. We were founded on the ideals
of universal liberty and the right of
privacy. That’s why Representative
ZOE LOFGREN and I have introduced bi-
partisan legislation to modernize the
outdated ECPA. Our bill protects Inter-
net users from intrusive and unwar-
ranted Big Brother surveillance.

The bill requires the government to
show probable cause and obtain a
search warrant to access electronic
communications, just as it would to
tap somebody’s phone or go through
somebody’s mail or look in their safety
deposit box.

The government would need a war-
rant to compel service providers to
produce documents stored in the cloud
and to intercept or demand disclosure
of personal location information gen-
erated by cell phones.

As technology continues to evolve
and improve, Congress must ensure
that the Fourth Amendment rights of
citizens are protected, even today, with
the Internet. The IRS and other gov-
ernment agencies should not be al-
lowed to violate the Fourth Amend-
ment right of privacy. Technology may
change, but the Constitution does not.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
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NINETY-EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. I rise today in recogni-
tion of the Armenian genocide.

Tomorrow, April 24, marks the 98th
anniversary of the horrific Armenian
genocide that took place approxi-
mately between 1915 and 1923. The cita-
tions, the history, and the atrocities
are well documented. They have been
recognized by the European parliament
and historians around the world. Sadly,
I believe the United States Congress
has not gone on record, despite re-
peated attempts, in recognizing this
horrific genocide—the first genocide
that took place in the 20th century.

As we all know, history has a way of
repeating itself, both for the good and
for the bad. While the Armenian geno-
cide was the first in the 20th century
that was documented, we all know
what took place later with the Holo-
caust and the attempted genocide of
the Jewish people. And today, through-
out the 20th century and into the 2lst
century, we see repeated attempts
where genocide has been practiced in
Africa and in other parts of the world.

It is not enough simply to condemn
those actions, but rather as a people we
must come together and acknowledge
that there have been very, very dif-
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ficult and sad times when man’s inhu-
manity to their fellow man has taken
place. What has occurred at the Holo-
caust has been documented in muse-
ums here in the United States and in
Israel. The attempt to make that simi-
lar reflection on the Armenian geno-
cide is still a work in progress.

This week, the Armenian commu-
nities throughout America will remind
us once again that this injustice to
mankind should not only be acknowl-
edged and documented but should
never, ever be forgotten. And that’s
what we will do tomorrow in recog-
nizing the 98th anniversary of this Ar-
menian genocide.

I grew up in a community in the San
Joaquin Valley with many wonderful
Armenian families. As a young boy, I
learned about the history from our
neighbors, my friends. And while,
sadly, the Turkish Government today
is still in denial as to the events that
took place between 1915 and 1923, I
would hope some day, just as the Ger-
man Government and others have rec-
ognized the fact that there are parts of
our history that we would just as soon
forget or overlook, we know that if we
recognize them, we have greater assur-
ances that they will not repeat them-
selves.

That’s why I rise today to recognize
this very sad, sad event that took place
in the 20th century. I think we reach
out to all the Armenian communities
not only in the United States but
throughout the world and stand with
them in realizing that their suffering,
their pain, and the loss of some 1 mil-
lion-plus Armenians has been all of our
collective loss.

I want to close by saying that tomor-
row we recognize the 98th anniversary.
We continue to urge our fellow Mem-
bers of Congress to recognize that we
should go on record, in my view, just as
we have gone on record on numerous
other important events that have
taken place in our Nation’s history and
in world history. I think tomorrow all
Americans will stand with our Arme-
nian Americans and Armenians
throughout the world in recognizing
that, in fact, this genocide did take
place; and our thoughts and hearts and
prayers go with those who have lost
their lives.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 15
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

The House returns from a long week-
end of meeting with constituents as
our Nation continues to process the
impact of dramatic explosions in Bos-
ton and Texas.

Concerns about budget, taxes, immi-
gration, gun violence, among others,
reveal the considerable divisions both
in Congress and among the American
populace as well.

As opinions and emotions surge loud-
ly and with little indication of easy so-
lution, we take this quiet moment to
ask Your blessing upon the Members of
this people’s House.

Give each Member peace and quiet
discernment to work toward common
solutions that might ease our divisions
and open the way to new hope and con-
fidence that we as a Nation will con-
tinue to shine as an example for all the
world to emulate.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Ms. McCOL-
LUM) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. MCCOLLUM led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ADMINISTRATION’S SEQUESTER
IMPLEMENTATION IS SHAMEFUL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Sunday, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration began furloughing
air traffic controllers due to the Presi-
dent’s sequestration. As a result,
American families are set to experi-
ence longer security lines, flight
delays, and more hardships while trav-
eling.

Yesterday, the White House Press
Secretary placed politics over leader-
ship by blaming Congress. Last year, to
address the issue, the House acted re-
sponsibly by passing two pieces of leg-
islation to vreplace sequestration.
Sadly, the Senate refused to consider
our efforts, and the President vowed to
veto them.

Once again, the President and his ad-
ministration chose to act selfishly for
political gain by cutting the resources
for American passengers rather than
reducing costs elsewhere and mini-
mizing sequestration’s impact. Amer-
ican families deserve real leadership.
The President must start prioritizing
the well-being of the American people
over petty partisan politics.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———
SEQUESTRATION

(Ms. McCCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Congress
have never passed sequestration.

These reckless cuts are affecting
families and communities throughout
our Nation and in Indian Country.
When sequestration was passed, no one
thought about how it would dispropor-
tionately impact tribal communities.
Our Federal Government is failing in
its obligation to tribal communities,
and sequester has made the problem
worse.

Right now, in Minnesota, Native
American children are losing tutoring
services and access to school coun-
selors because of cuts to Impact Aid.
Families that receive health care from
the Indian Health Service are not pro-
tected from sequestration. The health
and, in some cases, even the lives of
tribal members are in danger.

This week, the Interior Appropria-
tions Subcommittee will hear from
tribal leaders. We will hear how Con-
gress has an obligation and an oppor-
tunity to correct this wrong, and Con-
gress must take action.

————

FEDERAL AVIATION
ADMINISTRATION DELAYS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent’s Federal Aviation Administra-
tion could use a little help. Faced with
the task of trimming its budget only 5
percent—basically, just returning to
2010 spending levels—it has decided to

should

H2167

furlough employees and cause flight
delays.

How can this be their only option
when the FAA’s budget has grown al-
most 110 percent over the past 15
years?

Rather than inflicting unnecessary
pain on the American people, President
Obama and his FAA should be cutting
waste. Within the FAA’s budget, there
are $2.7 billion in nonpersonnel costs
that should be scrutinized before the
President or his Transportation Sec-
retary cry ‘‘doomsday’’ or ‘‘delay.” Ex-
amples include 500 million taxpayer
dollars spent by the FAA on consult-
ants, $143 million on operation costs
for the FAA’s 46 aircraft, and $200 mil-
lion on supplies and travel.

The President’s FAA officials have
the discretion to reduce such excess
and apply savings to the essentials.
They should stop punishing the Amer-
ican people with flight delays or
threats of shuttered air traffic towers
and compromised safety and use the
power they have to cut taxpayer-fund-
ed waste first.

——————

GOP MUST APPOINT BUDGET
CONFEREES

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POCAN. Congress is now more
than 1 week past our legal deadline to
produce a final budget for the Amer-
ican people, but this is not due to a
lack of activity by either Chamber. In
fact, the House has passed a budget,
and the Senate has passed a budget;
yet there is no movement toward cre-
ating a final national budget.

Why? Because Republicans in both
the House and the Senate refuse to ap-
point budget conferees.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Wisconsin
and the Nation deserve a Federal budg-
et that reflects our values and that
lays out our priorities just like we do
in Wisconsin and other States. Without
a budget, we cannot respond to emerg-
ing needs or cut wasteful programs,
and we cannot replace the irresponsible
sequester cuts that are hitting our
families and communities.

This is unacceptable and it is unnec-
essary. I am a member of the Budget
Committee, and I do not agree with
most of what was included in the budg-
et that our committee passed, but I do
believe we need to sit down with the
Senate and, in an open, transparent
process, come to a budget solution.

There is no excuse for inaction. Re-
publicans should immediately appoint
budget conferees so we can produce a
budget that promotes economic growth
and supports our middle class families.

——
OBAMACARE’S BROKEN PROMISES

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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