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did. I don’t know about Al Gore, but I 
do know that the government, a gov-
ernment grant, put the money into the 
form that we now know as the Inter-
net. The government did that. 

The government funded the project 
for mapping the human genome. The 
government. The government’s not al-
ways bad. 

So we should keep some programs. 
We should lower others, but we’ve got 
to think about this thing in a different 
way than we are. 

All I want to say, Mr. Speaker, as I 
begin to wrap up is that it is an honor 
and a privilege to be able to serve in 
this, the greatest deliberative body in 
the world. And even though we have 
big fights with our Republican col-
leagues, it’s an honor to serve with 
them, too. We’re both here, sent here 
by the 435 districts that we represent 
to argue our positions and try to come 
to some kind of solution. I believe that 
we can have solutions if everyone has 
an eye toward compromise, but that 
depends upon everybody starting out 
carrying out the vision of the district 
they represent. 

My district wants me to stand up for 
Social Security, Medicare, and Med-
icaid, stand up for civil and equal 
rights for everybody, including gay 
people. My district wants me to find a 
pathway to citizenship for immigrants 
who are here. My district wants me to 
do something about climate change 
and move our economy toward a green 
economy. Now, I’m going to start 
there, and then we can negotiate with 
our colleagues on where we end up, but 
I’m proud that the President stood up 
for our values. I think his speech was 
groundbreaking, historic, and gave real 
energy to people who share his value 
system. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I have to 
curtail my hour, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

f 

FORTY YEARS OF VICTIMS’ 
LEGACY OF ABORTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the subject of my Special 
Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, 40 years ago today marks the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s infamous, reck-
less, and inhumane abandonment of 
women and babies to abortionists. 
Forty years of victims, dead babies, 
wounded women, shattered families. 

Forty years of government-sanctioned 
violence against women and children. 
Since 1973, more than 55 million chil-
dren have been killed by abortion, a 
staggering loss of children’s precious 
lives, a death toll that equates to the 
entire population of England. 

The passage of time hasn’t changed 
the fact that abortion is a serious, le-
thal violation of fundamental human 
rights; and that women and children 
deserve better, much better; and that 
the demands of justice, generosity, and 
compassion require that the right to 
life be guaranteed to everyone, regard-
less of age, sex, race, condition of de-
pendency, disability, or stage of devel-
opment. 

Rather than obscure or dull our con-
sciousness to the unmitigated violence 
of abortion, the passage of time has 
only enabled us to see and better un-
derstand the innate cruelty of abortion 
and its horrific legacy—victims—while 
making us more determined than ever 
to protect the weakest and most vul-
nerable and end the mass deception by 
the abortion industry. 

Earlier today, Linda Shrewsbury, an 
academic and an African American 
with a degree from Harvard, who had 
an abortion, told a 40 Years Of Victims 
press conference: 

The lies that brought me to that day and 
its sorrowful aftermath are crystal clear in 
my mind: falsehoods and deceptions that 
concealed the truth about abortion. Lies 
planted in my thinking by clever marketing, 
media campaigns, and endless repetition led 
to a tragic, irreversible decision—the death 
of my first child. 

She goes on to say: 
It’s past time to lance the national wound 

of abortion with truth. The high culture— 
thought leaders, media, celebrities—that 
brought us abortion seem vested beyond ex-
traction. 

She said she ‘‘dreamed of the volcano 
of abortion truth that could erupt one 
day from the grass-roots—women and 
men and their relatives witnessing to 
their suppressed emotion, unspoken 
trauma, and lived pain. With abortion 
denial ended, we as a society could 
then reconnect with reality and life.’’ 

Clearly, Mr. Speaker, there are seem-
ingly ominous present-day signs that 
hinder ending abortion denial and a re-
connection with reality and life. Cer-
tainly the re-election of the abortion 
President Barack Obama, public fund-
ing for abortion in the ObamaCare 
health exchanges that come online in 
2014, a massive increase of public fund-
ing for abortion, the use of coercion to 
compel religious believers and entre-
preneurs to violate their consciences, 
slick advertising, and the export of 
abortion worldwide. 

And it is deeply troubling that de-
spite the fact that Planned Parenthood 
claims direct responsibility for killing 
over 6 million unborn babies in their 
clinics, including a record 333,964 abor-
tions in 2011 alone, Planned Parent-
hood remains President Obama’s favor-
ite organization. 

Despite these and many obstacles, 
however, we will never quit. In adver-

sity, our faith and trust in God is test-
ed, but it also deepens and overcomes 
and forges an indomitable, yet humble, 
spirit. 

The pro-life movement—and I’ve 
been in it for 41 years—is comprised of 
some of the noblest, caring, smart, and 
selfless people I have ever met. They 
make up an extraordinarily powerful, 
nonviolent, faith-filled human rights 
struggle that is growing in public sup-
port, intensity, commitment, and hope. 

The compassionate women and men 
who staff thousands of pregnancy care 
centers, many of the women being 
post-abortive themselves who try to 
save women from that irreversible de-
cision, help women who are experi-
encing unexpected pregnancies, and 
they provide tangible assistance and an 
enormous amount of love and emo-
tional support both before and after 
the birth of a child. 

The pro-life movement is not only on 
the side of compassion, justice, and in-
clusion. We are on the right side of re-
sponsible science and of history. 

Someday future generations will look 
back on America and wonder how and 
why such a seemingly enlightened soci-
ety, so blessed and endowed with edu-
cation, advanced science, information, 
wealth, and opportunity, could have 
failed to protect the innocent and the 
inconvenient. They will wonder how 
and why a Nobel Peace Prize-winning 
President could also simultaneously 
have been the abortion President. 

Dr. Alveda King, niece of the late Dr. 
Martin King, who had two abortions 
but is now solidly pro-life, said in one 
of her speeches: 

My Uncle Martin had a dream. He dreamt 
that we would live out that which is self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal. He 
called on America to admit our wrongs and 
turn from them. Today, I call on all of us, re-
gardless of nationality, race, or religion, to 
admit our wrongs and turn from them. I be-
lieve that the denial of the right to life is the 
greatest injustice we face in the world today. 
There is no compassion in killing. There is 
no justice in writing people out of the human 
race. 

b 1540 

History, Mr. Speaker, will not look 
favorably on today’s abortion culture. 
We must, indeed and instead, work 
tirelessly to replace it with a culture of 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, forty years ago today marks 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s infamous, reckless 
and inhumane abandonment of women and 
babies to abortionists. 

Forty years of victims—dead babies, wound-
ed women, shattered families. 

Forty years of government sanctioned vio-
lence against women and children. 

Since 1973, more than 55 million children 
have been killed by abortion—a staggering 
loss of children’s precious lives—a death toll 
that equates to the entire population of Eng-
land. 

The passage of time hasn’t changed the 
fact that abortion is a serious, lethal violation 
of fundamental human rights. And that women 
and children deserve better—much better. And 
that the demands of justice, generosity and 
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compassion require that the right to life be 
guaranteed to everyone, regardless of age, 
sex, race, condition of dependency, disability, 
or stage of development. 

Rather than obscure or dull our consciences 
to the unmitigated violence of abortion, the 
passage of time has only enabled us to see 
and better understand the innate cruelty of 
abortion—and its horrific legacy victims—while 
making us more determined than ever to pro-
tect the weakest and most vulnerable, and 
end mass deception by the abortion industry. 

Earlier today, Linda Shrewsbury, an aca-
demic and African American with a degree 
from Harvard who had an abortion told a ‘‘40 
Years of Victims’’ press conference that: ‘‘the 
lies that brought me to that day and its sor-
rowful aftermath are crystal clear in my mind— 
falsehoods and deceptions that concealed the 
truth about abortion. Lies planted in my think-
ing by clever marketing, media campaigns and 
endless repetition led to a tragic irreversible 
decision—the death of my first child. 

I didn’t really understand back then. At age 
20, I had no inkling of the mental and emo-
tional darkness I was about to enter. I couldn’t 
have grasped the immense psychological toll 
abortion would take for years into the future— 
unrelenting tears, guilt, shame, and depres-
sion. After spending many years in denial, I 
did eventually find healing. When I understood 
and rejected distortions about fetal develop-
ment, doublespeak about choice, rights, 
planned and wanted children; I understood the 
reality and victimhood of my aborted child. I 
understood the absence of moral bases for 
choosing to ‘‘dis-entitle’’ an innocent human 
being of life. When I embraced truth, truth set 
me free and I finally gained inner peace. 

It’s past time to lance the national wound of 
abortion with truth. The high culture—thought 
leaders, media, celebrities—that brought us 
abortion seem vested beyond extraction. I 
dreamed of the volcano of abortion truth that 
could erupt one day from the grassroots— 
women and men and their relatives witnessing 
to their suppressed emotion, unspoken trau-
ma, and lived pain. With abortion denial 
ended, we as a society could then reconnect 
with reality and life.’’ 

Clearly there are seemingly ominous 
present-day signs that hinder ending abortion 
denial and a reconnection with reality and 
life—the reelection of the abortion President 
Barack Obama, public funding for abortion in 
the Obamacare health exchanges that come 
on-line in 2014, the use of coercion to compel 
religious believers and entrepreneurs to violate 
their conscience, and the export of abortion 
worldwide. 

And, it is deeply troubling that despite the 
fact that Planned Parenthood claims direct re-
sponsibility for killing over 6 million unborn ba-
bies, including a record 333,964 abortions in 
2011 alone, Planned Parenthood remains 
President Obama’s favorite organization. 

Despite these and any obstacles, we will 
never quit. In adversity our faith and trust in 
God is tested, but it also deepens and over-
comes and forges an indomitable yet humble 
spirit. 

The pro-life movement is comprised of 
some of the noblest, caring, smart and selfless 
people I have ever met. They make up an ex-
traordinarily powerful, non-violent, faith-filled 
human rights struggle that is growing in public 
support, intensity, commitment and hope. 

The compassionate women and men who 
staff thousands of pregnancy care centers 

throughout America provide women who are 
experiencing unexpected pregnancies tangible 
assistance, love and emotional support both 
before and after the birth of her child. 

With malice towards none, even President 
Obama for whom we must pray, we believe 
that the nightmare that is abortion on demand 
will end. 

The pro-life movement is not only on the 
side of compassion, justice, and inclusion; we 
are on the right side of responsible science 
and of history. 

Someday future generations will look back 
on America and wonder how and why such a 
seemingly enlightened society, so blessed and 
endowed with education, advanced science, 
information, wealth and opportunity could have 
failed to protect the innocent and inconvenient. 
They will wonder how and why a Nobel Peace 
Prize winning President could also simulta-
neously have been the Abortion President. 

Dr. Alveda King, niece of the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King, had two abortions but is now pro- 
life. She said in one speech: ‘‘My Uncle Martin 
had a dream. He dreamt that we would live 
out that which is self-evident—that all men are 
created equal. He called on America to admit 
our wrongs and turn from them. Today, I call 
on all of us, regardless of nationality, race or 
religion, to admit our wrongs and turn from 
them. I believe that the denial of the right to 
life is the greatest injustice we face in the 
world today. There is no compassion in killing. 
There is no justice in writing people out of the 
human race.’’ 

History will not look favorably on today’s 
abortion culture. We must instead work tire-
lessly to replace it with a culture of life. 

Pro-lifers celebrate the sanctity of life. Un-
born babies are not disposable commodities. 
We recognize that unborn children, like their 
older brothers and sisters, have inherent 
worth, value, and dignity. They are children 
too. If left alone to grow and mature, they too 
will become older brothers and sisters—and 
perhaps parents themselves someday. 

Modern medicine and scientific break-
through—especially the widespread use of 
ultrasound—have shattered the pernicious 
myth that unborn children are mere blobs of 
tissue. It’s time to recognize birth merely as a 
celebratory event in the life of a person—not 
the beginning of life. And we’ve got to step up 
our efforts to educate and persuade. Far too 
many politicians, judges, journalists and others 
choose denial and deceptive speech over 
truth. 

Today doctors diagnose illness and dis-
ability before birth. New and exciting break-
through health care interventions for the un-
born—including microsurgeries—are leading to 
an ever expanding array of successful treat-
ments and cures of sick or disabled unborn 
babies in need of help. Unborn children are 
society’s littlest patients who like any one of 
us might need health care. 

In stark contrast, abortion methods rip, tear 
and dismember or chemically poison the frag-
ile bodies of babies and abortion pills cause 
premature expulsion from the womb and 
death. There is nothing benign, compas-
sionate, or just about an act that utterly de-
stroys the life of a child and often physically, 
psychologically, and emotionally harms 
women. And despite the near total absence of 
any meaningful reporting by the media, 
women get hurt and some even die from legal 
abortions. 

According to the most recent Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) report, from 1973 to 
2008 at least 403 women tragically died in the 
United States from legal abortion. And that 
sad fact is almost certainly a significant 
undercount because the methodology em-
ployed by CDC is passive and voluntary and 
likely to miss instances of both mortality and 
morbidity. 

In the years since CDC’s ‘‘most recent re-
port,’’ many more women have surely died. 
Like Tonya Reaves, a 24-year-old woman who 
died last July from a botched second trimester 
dismemberment abortion—a D&E—at a Chi-
cago area Planned Parenthood abortion mill. 

The abortion industry excels at surface ap-
peal argument and propaganda. Indeed the 
misleading term ‘‘safe abortion’’ purposely 
misses the point that no abortion—legal or ille-
gal—is ever safe for the baby and that all are 
fraught with negative health consequences for 
the mother. 

Today, at least 104 credible studies show 
significant psychological harm, major depres-
sion and/or elevated suicide risk in women 
who abort. 

The Times of London reported that, 
‘‘[S]enior . . . psychiatrists say that new evi-
dence has uncovered a clear link between 
abortion and mental illness in women with no 
previous history of psychological problems.’’ 
They found ‘‘that women who have had abor-
tions have twice the level of psychological 
problems and three times the level of depres-
sion as women who have given birth or who 
have never been pregnant.’’ 

In 2006, a comprehensive New Zealand 
study found that 78.6% of the 15–18-year-olds 
who had abortions displayed symptoms of 
major depression as compared to 31% of their 
peers. The study also found that 27% of the 
21–25-year-old women who had abortions had 
suicidal ideations compared to 8% of those 
who did not have an abortion. 

At this morning’s ‘‘40 Years of Victims’’ 
press conference courageous post-abortive 
women, as well as the mother of a minor girl 
who was transported across state lines to New 
Jersey to evade Pennsylvania’s parental in-
volvement laws spoke eloquently of the an-
guish of abortion. 

Irene Beltran said: ‘‘My entire being was 
overcome by terror, and I felt deep anguish in 
the core of my soul when I ended the life of 
my own child for the sake of convenience. At 
the clinic I was treated like livestock being 
herded from one step to the next . . . When 
the abortionist administered the poison in my 
stomach I was mortified and shocked because 
I felt my child kick and turn very hastily. Years 
later I found out she was being burned and 
could feel the pain. Since I was 6 months 
pregnant this would be a two-day process. 
The second day consisted of the abortionist 
tearing my daughter out of me—limb from 
limb, piece by piece. But I did not go back. 
After feeling my daughter fight for her life I 
went straight to my mother’s home crying for 
help. She drove me to the Labor and Delivery 
Department at a local hospital. I arrived at the 
hospital grasping on the slim chance they 
could save my daughter, but there was noth-
ing the doctors could do. The effects of the 
toxin were irreversible.’’ 

Marcia Carroll said even though ‘‘my daugh-
ter chose to have the baby, raise it . . .. The 
father’s family arranged a taxi, a train, and 
subway rides to sneak her across state lines 
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to New Jersey where his family met them in 
front of the abortion clinic. . .. They planned, 
financed, harassed, and ultimately threatened 
my daughter into having the abortion . . .. As 
a result of the legal abortion that was com-
pleted unbeknownst to me, my daughter suf-
fered years of depression, intense grief, post- 
traumatic stress disorder, nightmares, and 
thoughts and even attempts of suicide.’’ 

Kellie Stauffer spoke of her abortion at the 
age of 14: ‘‘We all thought abortion would 
erase the situation I had gotten myself in and 
we would go on living life the way it was. That 
was not the case. . . . life sadly was never 
the same. I hated myself. I tried to numb my 
pain in any way I could find, drugs, alcohol, 
food, meaningless relationships, but nothing 
took away the deep darkness that over-
whelmed my soul. . . . She persuaded me to 
go to a Rachel’s vineyard retreat and that 
weekend saved my life. I allowed myself to 
feel the forgiveness God had been showing 
me all along. . . . I will never forget what I did 
to my first child. I am still brought to my knees 
in tears at times when I remember the pain I 
caused her. In response to God’s grace and 
for my daughter’s spirit I will be silent no 
more.’’ 

Olivia Gans Turner said: ‘‘I was not told vital 
information about the child I was carrying. In-
cluding the medical fact that by the time I had 
an abortion at 12 weeks, my baby already had 
a beating heart and brain waves! . . . I have 
not forgotten one moment of that day, and 
never will. That single day changed my life for-
ever.’’ 

Abortion not only has deleterious effects on 
women but on children born subsequently to 
women who have had a previous abortion. 

At least 115 studies show a significant asso-
ciation between abortion and subsequent pre-
mature births. Researchers Shah and Zao 
showed a 36% increased risk for preterm birth 
after one abortion and a staggering 93% in-
creased risk after two. 

Similarly, the risk of subsequent children 
being born with low birth weight increases by 
35% after one and 72% after two or more 
abortions. Another study shows the risk in-
creases 9 times after a woman has had three 
abortions. 

What does this mean for her children? 
Preterm birth is the leading cause of infant 
mortality in the industrialized world after con-
genital anomalies. Preterm infants have a 
greater risk of suffering from chronic lung dis-
ease, sensory deficits, cerebral palsy, cog-
nitive impairments and behavior problems. 
Low birth weight is similarly associated with 
neonatal mortality and morbidity. 

The extremism of the pro-abortion industry 
is shocking. 

Last spring, the House of Representatives 
took up a bill to ban sex-selection abortion. 
The bill garnered a solid majority—246 to 
168—in the House. President Obama, how-
ever, made it absolutely clear that he would 
veto the sex-selection abortion prohibition 
should it be sent to the White House. 

While sex-selection abortion almost exclu-
sively targets girls for extermination—simply 
because they are little girls—the egregious 
practice remains legal in most states. In fact, 
only four states—Illinois, Pennsylvania, Okla-
homa and Arizona—and several countries in-
cluding the United Kingdom proscribe it. 

And if that’s not shocking enough, many re-
main unaware of the fact that sex-selection 

abortion is part of a deliberate plan of popu-
lation control—a war on women. In other 
words, abort the girls so they can’t grow up 
someday and have children of their own. 

In her book ‘‘Unnatural Selection: Choosing 
Boys Over Girls, and the Consequences of a 
World Full of Men,’’ Mara Hvistendahl traces 
the sordid history of sex-selection abortion as 
a means of population control. 

‘‘By August 1969, when the National Insti-
tute of Child Health and Human Development 
and the Population Council convened another 
workshop on population control, sex selection 
had become a pet scheme,’’ Hvistendahl 
writes. ‘‘If a reliable sex-determination tech-
nology could be made available to a mass 
market,’’ there was ‘‘rough consensus’’ that 
sex-selection abortion ‘‘would be an effective, 
uncontroversial and ethical way of reducing 
the global population.’’ 

Many of you might recall the undercover 
sting operation by Live Action that exposed 
several Planned Parenthood affiliates who 
were eager, ready and willing to facilitate se-
cret abortions for underage sex-trafficking vic-
tims—some as young or younger than 14. As 
the prime sponsor of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act—the landmark law to combat 
human trafficking—I found the willingness of 
Planned Parenthood personnel to exploit 
young girls and partner with sex traffickers to 
be absolutely appalling. 

Now, Live Action has released sting-oper-
ation videos—part of a series, ‘‘Gendercide in 
America’’—that show Planned Parenthood 
personnel advising undercover female inves-
tigators how to procure a sex-selection abor-
tion. Caught on tape, one staffer tells an in-
vestigator to wait until her baby is 5 months 
along to get an ultrasound that reveals the sex 
of the child. Then, if it’s a girl, kill it. 

For most of us, ‘‘it’s a girl’’ is cause for 
enormous joy, happiness and celebration. But 
far too often, this phrase can be a death sen-
tence. 

These cruel, anti-woman policies have had 
horrible consequences everywhere, especially 
in China (and India as well). 

China’s one child per couple policy in effect 
since 1979 constitutes massive crimes against 
humanity. The Nuremberg Nazi war crimes tri-
bunal properly construed forced abortion as a 
crime against humanity—nothing in human 
history compares to the magnitude of China’s 
34-year assault on women and children. 

In China, brothers and sisters are illegal in 
most instances. 

The price for failing to conform to the one 
child per couple policy is unbearably high. A 
Chinese woman who becomes pregnant with-
out a permit will be put under mind-bending 
pressure to abort. She knows that ‘‘out-of- 
plan’’ illegal children are denied education, 
health care, and marriage, and that fines for 
bearing a child without a birth permit can be 
10 times the average annual income of two 
parents, and those families that can’t or won’t 
pay are jailed and their homes smashed in. 

If the brave woman still refuses to submit, 
she may be held in a punishment cell, or, if 
she flees, her relatives may be held and, very 
often, beaten. Group punishments will be used 
to socially ostracize her. And her colleagues 
and neighbors will be denied birth permits. If 
the woman is by some miracle still able to re-
sist this pressure, she may be physically 
dragged to the operating table and forced to 
undergo an abortion. 

Over the years, I have chaired 43 congres-
sional human rights hearings focused in whole 
or in part on China’s one child policy. At one, 
the principal witness, Wuijan, a Chinese stu-
dent attending a U.S. university, testified about 
how her child was forcibly murdered by the 
government. She said, ‘‘[T]he room was full of 
moms who had just gone through a forced 
abortion. Some moms were crying. Some 
moms were mourning. Some moms were 
screaming. And one mom was rolling on the 
floor with unbearable pain.’’ Then Wuijan said 
it was her turn, and through her tears she de-
scribed what she called her journey in hell.’’ 

Not only has the Obama Administration 
turned a blind eye to the atrocities being com-
mitted under the one child policy, but con-
tinues to provide financial support—contrary to 
U.S. law—to the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA), an organization that supports, 
plans, implements, defends and whitewashes 
the Chinese government’s brutal program. 

Twenty nine years ago—on May 9, 1984— 
I authored the first amendment ever to a for-
eign aid bill to deny funding to organizations 
such as the UNFPA that are complicit with 
China’s forced abortion and involuntary steri-
lization policy. It passed. After all these years, 
it is astonishing that policy makers—including 
and especially the Obama Administration—re-
main indifferent or worse, supportive, of these 
massive crimes against women and children. 
The Obama Administration has long enabled 
this cruel policy by its silence and financial 
support to the tune of $50 million a year to the 
UNFPA. 

The result of this policy is a nightmarish 
‘‘brave new world’’ with no precedent in 
human history, where women are psycho-
logically wounded, girls fall victim to sex-selec-
tive abortion (in some provinces 140 boys are 
born for every 100 girls), and most children 
grow up without brothers or sisters, aunts or 
uncles or cousins. 

Women bear the major brunt of the one 
child policy not only as victimized mothers. 
Due to the male preference in China’s society 
and the limitation of the family size to one 
child, the policy has directly contributed to 
what is accurately described as gendercide— 
the deliberate extermination of a girl—born or 
unborn—simply because she happens to be a 
girl. 

As a result of the Chinese government’s 
barbaric attack on mothers and their children, 
there are some 100 million missing daughters 
in China today. 

Because of the missing girls—China today 
has become the human sex trafficking mag-
nate of the world. Women and young girls 
from outside the country are being sold as 
commodities throughout China—a direct con-
sequence of the one child policy. Several 
prominent people including Ted Turner have 
suggested that the United States—indeed the 
world—needs to follow China’s example and 
promulgate a one child per couple policy. 

Mr Speaker, despite the best and slickest 
market branding money can buy, the stubborn 
fact remains that Planned Parenthood clinics 
are among the most dangerous places on 
Earth for a child. Planned Parenthood’s own 
personnel are now taking a second look and, 
thanks to ultrasound, are clearly seeing what 
is being done to millions of children in the 
womb. 

One of those abortion providers who took a 
second look and walked away is Abby John-
son, a former Planned Parenthood abortion 
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clinic director. In her book ’’Unplanned,’’ Abby 
Johnson exposes the duplicity and cruelty of 
what really goes on behind closed doors at a 
Planned Parenthood clinic. In it she writes 
how she witnessed and assisted in an abor-
tion of a 13-week-old baby by holding the 
ultrasound probe, and as she pointed out in 
the book, it was the first ultrasound-guided 
abortion at that facility. 

She writes in the book: ‘‘The details startled 
me. At 13 weeks you could clearly see the 
profile of the head, both arms, legs, and even 
tiny fingers and toes. With my eyes glued to 
the image of this perfectly formed baby, I 
watched as a new image emerged on the 
video screen. The cannula, a straw-shaped in-
strument attached to the end of the suction 
tube, had been inserted into the uterus and 
was nearing the baby’s side. It looked like an 
invader on the screen: out of place, wrong. It 
just looked wrong.’’ 

She goes on to write: ‘‘My heart sped up; 
time slowed. I didn’t want to look, but I didn’t 
want to stop looking either. At first, the baby 
didn’t seem aware of the cannula. It gently 
probed the baby’s side, and for a quick sec-
ond I felt relief But I couldn’t shake an inner 
disquiet that was quickly mounting to horror as 
I watched the screen.’’ Remember, this is an 
abortion clinic director saying this. 

‘‘The next movement was a sudden jerk of 
a tiny foot of the baby as he started kicking, 
as if trying to move away from the probing in-
vader.’’ 

‘‘As the cannula pressed in, the baby began 
struggling to turn and twist away. It seemed 
clear to me that the fetus could feel the 
cannula, and it did not like the feeling. And 
then the doctor’s voice broke through, startling 
me: ‘Beam me up, Scotty,’ the abortionist said 
lightheartedly to the nurse. He was telling her 
to turn on the suction, in an abortion the suc-
tion isn’t turned on until the doctor feels he 
has the cannula in exactly the right place. 

Abbey Johnson, abortion clinic director, 
went on to write: ‘‘I had a sudden urge to yell, 
Stop; to shake the woman and say, Look at 
what’s happening to your baby. Wake up; 
hurry. Stop them. But even as I was thinking 
those words, I thought of my own hand and 
saw my own hand holding the probe. I was 
one of them performing this act’’ of abortion. 

‘‘My eyes shot back to the screen. The 
cannula was already being rotated by the doc-
tor and now I could see the tiny body violently 
twisting with it. For the briefest moment it 
looked as if the baby was being wrung like a 
dishcloth, twirled and squeezed. And then the 
little body crumpled and began disappearing 
into the cannula before my eyes. The last 
thing I saw was the tiny perfectly formed back-
bone sucked into the tube. And then every-
thing was gone. The image of that tiny dead 
baby mangled and sucked away kept replay-
ing in my mind. What was in this woman’s 
womb just a moment ago was alive. It wasn’t 
tissue. It wasn’t cells. This was a human baby, 
fighting for life. A battle was lost in the blink 
of an eye. 

‘‘What I have told people for years’’—8 
years as a clinic director at a Planned Parent-
hood clinic— ‘‘what I have told people for 
years,’’ Abby Johnson continues, ‘‘what I be-
lieved and taught and defended is a lie.’’ Abby 
Johnson is now an amazing pro-life leader. 

Mr. Speaker, as we stand here on the floor 
of the U.S. House of Representatives this 
afternoon marking 40 years since seven mem-

bers of the U.S. Supreme Court imposed 
abortion on demand for all nine months on the 
United States of America, the legacy of Roe v 
Wade—dead babies and injured women, shat-
tered families—begs reappraisal. And coura-
geous women like Abby Johnson are showing 
the way. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a duty to protect. The 
struggle to re-establish durable protections for 
the most discriminated minority in America 
today—unborn babies— is worth any personal 
sacrifice, inconvenience or pain. 

We cannot allow the violence against 
women and their children to continue. 

I would like now to yield to my good 
friend and colleague, MARSHA BLACK-
BURN. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for the excel-
lent work that he continues to do, year 
in and year out, on this issue. I appre-
ciate his leadership. 

We do stand today and mark the 40th 
anniversary of the tragic Roe v. Wade 
decision, and it really said that not all 
life is created equal. Since the Su-
preme Court gave our government’s 
seal of approval, if you will, for on-de-
mand abortion, there have been over 55 
million lives lost. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m not certain that we 
think about the gravity or the enor-
mity of the issue until we look at it in 
that collective sense, 55 million lives 
that have been lost. 

As a woman, I personally believe that 
America is better than choosing abor-
tion, and I agree, and I believe that 
women deserve better. 

The gentleman from New Jersey ref-
erenced the press conference that vic-
tims held today, and I was so touched 
by a statement from one of those that 
participated in this press conference. 
Her name is Irene Beltran. Ms. Beltran 
tells the story of what she endured 
when she was living in southern Cali-
fornia and when she chose the path of 
abortion, and it is a very tender and 
heart-wrenching story. I want to quote 
from one paragraph in her story and 
this statement that she gave. And I’m 
quoting Ms. Beltran now: 

I’ve grief-stricken countless people with 
the choice that I’ve made. I’ve robbed my 
seven children of a sister that they could 
have played with, fed, and helped nurture. 
I’ve robbed three sets of grandparents of a 
granddaughter. I’ve robbed future genera-
tions from ever existing. I’ve suffered from 
depression, anxiety, and eating disorder, just 
to name a few. I felt damaged, humiliated 
and hopeless. 

Women deserve better than abortion. I 
stand before you today because my daughter 
forgives me, my family forgives me, the Lord 
forgives me, and I forgive myself. I dedicated 
the rest of my existence to fight this life- 
and-death war. This is why I am silent no 
more. 

That is the statement from Ms. 
Beltran as told at the press conference 
today. And we all know in our hearts 
what she says is just so true, that life 
is a natural right. It’s a gift from God, 
whose love extends beyond our com-
prehension, and He calls on us to pro-
tect the smallest and the weakest 
among us. 

We’re moving forward with pro-life 
legislation in the States, and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey referenced the 
movement that he has worked in for 40 
years. We have 24 State legislatures 
that passed a record 92 measures that 
restricted abortion in 2011. Nine States 
have recently banned most abortions 
after 20 weeks of pregnancy. 

On the national level, we’re working 
to end taxpayer funding for abortion. I 
have legislation that addresses that 
Title X funding. And we are continuing 
to work to make certain that we focus 
on helping the families that have felt 
the impact of abortion in their life. 
We’re focusing on celebrating life and 
committing to making certain that we 
stand and work toward a pro-life Amer-
ica. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I want to 
thank my good friend and colleague, 
MARSHA BLACKBURN, for her exemplary 
leadership and for her very eloquent 
statement today. 

I’d like to yield to Congresswoman 
ANN WAGNER, the gentlelady from Mis-
souri. 

Mrs. WAGNER. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with heavy heart 
that I stand here today on the 40th an-
niversary of Roe v. Wade, a decision 
that has done so much harm to the 
moral landscape of our Nation. 

Since that dreadful day 40 years ago, 
there have been more than 55 million 
abortions in this country. That is 
roughly one-fifth of the United States 
population whom we will never know. 
We will never derive the contributions 
to society that these nameless angels 
could have brought to the world. And 
even worse is the emotional pain that 
millions of women have endured in the 
days, months, and years after their 
abortion. 

It’s my honor to put in the RECORD 
today the story of Joyce Zounis, who 
joins us today. It’s compelling testi-
mony, and it’s an honor to put her tes-
timony forward. 

Since I was sworn into Congress 
nearly 3 weeks ago, I have had the op-
portunity to sign on to pieces of pro- 
life legislation. I believe that it is im-
portant that we prevent any taxpayer 
dollars from going to abortions or or-
ganizations that perform abortions. 

I believe in the sanctity of life, that 
life is truly a gift, from conception to 
natural death, and I am dedicated to 
protecting the rights of the unborn. I 
support the efforts to reduce the num-
ber of abortions in this country, and 
will work not only to make abortion il-
legal, but to make abortion unthink-
able. 

You see, as a mother of three beau-
tiful children, the sanctity of life is 
very cherished and very personal to 
me. In fact, it was exactly 23 years ago 
that I came to Washington, D.C., on a 
bus from St. Louis, Missouri, to par-
ticipate in the March for Life. I know 
it was exactly 23 years ago because I 
was 6 weeks pregnant at the time with 
my second son, Stephen. Taking a 14- 
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hour bus ride while experiencing morn-
ing sickness is generally not advisable, 
but I knew actively participating in 
the pro-life movement at a time when 
I was carrying my unborn child was so 
very important. 

As a mother, I want to raise my chil-
dren in a world that values life at all 
stages. I do not want to raise them in 
a world that exhibits a flagrant dis-
regard for human life. And at that mo-
ment 23 years ago, I knew that it was 
not enough to simply say that I was 
pro-life; I had to, indeed, walk the 
walk. 

On the anniversary of the Supreme 
Court decision that legalized abortion 
in this country, I am heartbroken for 
the pain this decision has caused over 
the last 40 years, but I am hopeful, 
hopeful and inspired by the many 
young people I have seen today who 
will be marching side by side with me 
for life this Friday. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me and show support 
for human life at all stages. 
JOYCE ZOUNIS—TV AND RADIO PRODUCER AND 

HOST, LIVING BEYOND THE BANDAIDE OF 
ABORTION 
‘‘We will not speak of this again’’ were the 

words spoken to me as my mom and I, a 15- 
teen-year old high school sophomore, walked 
into the abortion facility. I too wanted to 
forget this problem. I was determined to be 
the one who decided when I became a mom; 
NOT a positive reading on a stick. Already 
disconnected, my mind was not on what was 
about to happen, but of missing cheerleading 
practice. 

The room was filled with many girls and to 
my mom’s dismay we saw someone we knew. 
Our secret was blown. I sat in a room waiting 
for my name to be called just like any other 
doctor’s appointment but this was like no 
other. They said it won’t hurt; it did! They 
said it would be over real quick; it has lasted 
35 years! 

Eleven years after my first abortion, I was 
having my seventh. I was in the same wait-
ing room, walking the same hall, wearing 
the same gown, taking the same pill, and 
laying on the same table. To this abortion-
ist’s disgust, my pregnancy was further 
along and required more of his time. 

Several hours later the vacuum-like noise 
broke a decade-old trance—‘‘what have I 
done?’’ I began to weep uncontrollably, and 
this enraged the abortionist. His gestures 
were rough, and he was morbidly pleased to 
have me see his bloody garments when he 
was finished. The nurse quickly moved me to 
the recovery room and gave me crackers. 
Within 10 minutes I was rushed out the back 
door and nauseous on my way home. 

Eleven years, three clinics, two states, 
seven abortions, and not once was I told of 
the physical risks I would suffer later: the 
necessity of bi-lateral mammograms and 
fear of breast cancer; ovarian cysts; being 
bed ridden for five months in my last preg-
nancy and having to explain the possibly of 
‘‘mommy dying’’ to my four young children 
due to placenta previa, which resulted in my 
losing all but two pints of blood; and, a par-
tial hysterectomy at delivery. 

Not once was I told of the emotional trau-
ma I would suffer: uncontrollable anger 
flamed by betrayal, deafening seclusion, and 
the inability to trust. That child loss 
through choice would devour my dignity as I 
justified the twisted truth. Or that deception 
would slowly creep into all areas of my life 
including the need to discretely reveal sev-
eral of my abortions as miscarriages. 

I was never told I would feel like I was the 
only one going crazy. Everyone talks about 
their ‘‘right to choose;’’ but no one talks 
about the choice. In my case this led to sabo-
taging many life joys. I will never forget 
hearing my firstborn’s heartbeat. Instead of 
joy, I was in shock, terrified that the nurses 
could see right through me and what I had 
done to my other children. 

I was never told you would need to grieve 
and cry for your unborn; that your life would 
be forever altered by the horrors of your 
‘chosen’ loss, tormented by the innate long-
ing to hold and know your dead children and 
their dreams. Or that my five living children 
would suffer with an impossible mom; 
trapped by the hidden sadness of her gullible 
past. 

Through divine intervention in 1990, I had 
participated in an abortion recovery pro-
gram. The tears so long forgotten had begun 
to form and fall together with the bandaides 
covering my shameful sorrows. With grateful 
relief I was able to acknowledge, name, and 
mourn my seven babies and rightfully pub-
lically position them among their siblings. 

For over two decades, my now deceased 
mom joined me in telling others that abor-
tion hurts everyone: family, friends, and fu-
ture generations. We were wrong. Abortion 
was not the right answer for my untimely 
pregnancies. 

I now know that you are forever a mom re-
gardless of the age of your child; 6 seconds, 
6 days or 60 years. I was blind to this but now 
I see. This momma of 12 children chooses to 
be a voice of truth. In pregnancy you carry 
the baby for only nine months but in abor-
tion you carry it for a lifetime just with 
empty arms. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank 
you very much for that very powerful 
statement. 

I yield to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. NUNNELEE). 

Mr. NUNNELEE. I want to thank the 
gentleman from New Jersey for his 
leadership in speaking out on this very 
important issue. 

Our Declaration of Independence, our 
Nation’s birth certificate, states that 
all are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, and among 
those are the right to life; but now, for 
40 years, over 55 million Americans 
have been denied that basic right to 
life guaranteed by our Declaration of 
Independence. 

The Supreme Court got it wrong with 
Roe, just as they got it wrong with 
Dred Scott. Now, I accept the fact that 
under our system of law Roe is the law 
of the land today, but I, along with 
many millions of people around Amer-
ica, pray that one day that decision 
will be overturned. 

While in this body we’ve had much 
spirited debate over the right to life, 
there’s one area where we have found 
bipartisan agreement, and that is that 
taxpayers should not be forced to sub-
sidize a practice that so many of us 
find abhorrent. We must protect tax-
payers from funding abortion. That’s 
why, earlier today, I introduced legis-
lation that would do just that. 

Under ObamaCare, the Federal Gov-
ernment is required to sponsor at least 
two multistate insurance plans. 

b 1550 
The bill that was introduced earlier 

today would simply prevent those 

plans from paying for abortions, thus 
making sure that taxpayers around the 
Nation are not required to subsidize 
the taking of life. Now this isn’t new 
policy, in fact, it’s simply an extension 
of longstanding Federal policy, and 
that’s why I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

Recently, President Obama said: 
When it comes to protecting the most vul-

nerable among us, we must act now. Let’s do 
the right thing. 

This bill is an effort to do the right 
thing, to protect taxpayers from fund-
ing the destruction of the most vulner-
able among us: the unborn child. 

In closing, let’s remember the words 
of the prophet of old: 

This day I call Heaven and Earth as wit-
nesses against you, that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now 
choose life, so that you and your children 
may live. 

On this 40th anniversary of Roe, let 
us rededicate ourselves to choose life. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank 
you so much, Mr. NUNNELEE. 

I yield to Mr. POMPEO of the Fourth 
District of Kansas. 

Mr. POMPEO. Today, I stand here on 
the 40th anniversary of one of the 
worst decisions of our United States 
Supreme Court. It was deeply flawed. 
Too many Justices spoke of ema-
nations of penumbras but missed the 
core principle contained in the Con-
stitution: this notion that every 
human being is endowed with this spe-
cial dignity that we call life. 

The cost of that decision has been 
enormous: 55 million souls were not 
brought into this world. We can feel it 
in families torn asunder and in lives 
that didn’t get to become the next 
great leaders in our Nation. These lives 
were lost to each of us. They’re lost to 
the families. They’re lost to our com-
munity. They’re lost to their Maker. 

But I want to talk today about hope. 
Ever since this decision in 1973, there’s 
been a march. And I was in the Army. 
When you march, you march to vic-
tory. We’ve had this special march. 
We’ll have this march again this week. 
We’ll have it in Kansas. Kansas has a 
very special relationship to this march. 

In 1991, in Wichita, Kansas, the city 
which I represent, we held the Summer 
of Mercy, where people came together 
in peace to talk about these lives that 
should have been protected but had not 
been. And this week, the airlines per-
mitting, I’ll be back to watch young 
people from all across south central 
Kansas board buses bound for Wash-
ington, D.C. I’ll see them off from 
churches and cathedrals and syna-
gogues, folks coming to Washington, 
D.C., to once again march on this town 
to demand that we do everything we 
can in our power here in Washington, 
D.C., to protect every human life. 

I’m very proud of the rich history 
and the contribution that the citizens 
of the Fourth District of Kansas have 
made to this movement. It is certainly 
important to me as a matter of faith. 
But as a matter of science, we have 
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this one right as well. We must protect 
every unborn life. I’m dedicated to 
doing so. I look forward to being with 
that next generation, these young peo-
ple coming to Washington, D.C., so this 
fight can continue. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield to 
VICKY HARTZLER. 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Thank you. I ap-
plaud my colleague from New Jersey, 
and I thank him for his leadership on 
this very important issue. 

Today marks the 40th anniversary of 
the Supreme Court ruling in Roe v. 
Wade and Doe v. Bolton, two rulings 
which impose legalized abortion in this 
country. I was in junior high at the 
time this ruling came down, and I real-
ly didn’t understand the implications. 
It was only later when I took a child 
development class and they showed pic-
tures of the different stages of the 
baby’s development that I came to re-
alize this wasn’t just talk about a blot 
of tissue. This procedure ended a beat-
ing heart and denied life into this 
world. I became pro-life then and con-
tinue to be pro-life now. 

This Friday, hundreds of thousands 
of Americans will come to Washington 
to recognize this anniversary. And it’s 
not an anniversary observed with cele-
bration, but one marked by somber re-
flection. We mourn the loss of 55 mil-
lion aborted boys and girls, innocent 
children who were never given the 
right to live, attend school, go to birth-
day parties, participate on little league 
teams, or become siblings and peers. 
We mourn for families who do not 
know their lost children but wish they 
did. We mourn the devastating impact 
abortion has on our culture and our 
consciences. 

This anniversary also represents an 
occasion to renew our commitment to 
defending the most fundamental 
human right: the right to life. We know 
that more Americans now describe 
themselves as pro-life—50 percent— 
than those that consider themselves 
pro-choice—41 percent—and we know 
that younger Americans have begun to 
understand that the protection of their 
rights cannot be built upon the de-
struction of an innocent human being’s 
right to life. 

Still, we have work to do. The Fed-
eral Government continues to subsidize 
family planning clinics that provide 
abortions. In 2011, the Nation’s largest 
provider, Planned Parenthood, per-
formed a record number of abortions, 
over 330,000 abortions. Most of us in 
Congress represent approximately 
750,000 people. If you think about it, 
that’s almost half of a congressional 
district that was wiped out in 2011 at 
the hands of Planned Parenthood clin-
ics alone. Planned Parenthood ended 
the beating hearts of these innocent 
victims while deluding vulnerable 
women that their choice wouldn’t have 
any harmful consequences, and they 
did so with taxpayer funding, over $500 
million in 2011. 

This must stop. 
Abortion does have consequences. It 

destroys babies. It harms women phys-

ically and emotionally, and it harms 
men, too. 

This past weekend, I had the oppor-
tunity to hear a man speak, who shared 
the heartbreak and the shame that he 
has suffered for over 20 years at the 
loss of four children that he was re-
sponsible for their abortions. It im-
pacted his marriage, his mental and 
physical health, his parenting, and how 
he was able to do his job. 

Abortion has consequences. It dead-
ens our consciences and it perpetrates 
the lie that killing the unborn is mor-
ally acceptable. 

This week, I stand with hundreds of 
thousands here in Washington who 
know better, who understand the truth, 
that abortion harms us and is killing 
off future generations. We observe the 
40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade with 
the renewed hope that more Americans 
will see this truth and honor life. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
the gentlelady for her very eloquent 
statement. 

I yield to my good friend and col-
league, Mr. HUELSKAMP. 

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Thank you. I ap-
preciate the time from such a pro-life 
leader. 

First of all, my wife, Ang, and I are 
proud adoptive parents of four chil-
dren. Our heartfelt gratitude goes out 
to their birth mothers and birth fami-
lies for choosing life for our four chil-
dren, and I believe you will be eter-
nally rewarded for your generous 
choice. 

It is reassuring, as was mentioned 
here, that every year millions of Amer-
icans descend on Washington and our 
State capitals, including Kansas, to 
stand as surrogate voices for the mil-
lions of lives taken by abortion. It’s a 
shame that this event has to happen. 
But this year, descending on Wash-
ington is more than just about abor-
tion; it’s about religious liberty. 

Those in favor of abortion like to 
cast this debate about rights and 
choices rather than rights or wrongs. 
So if we’re to use their terms, where is 
the outrage at the fact that Americans 
increasingly have no choice, particu-
larly under the President’s health care 
plan, when it comes to paying for abor-
tion, paying for abortion drugs, and nu-
merous other things they find morally 
reprehensible? And where’s the outrage 
that religious liberty, the first part of 
the First Amendment, can come at the 
expense of this radical agenda? 

We in this Congress stand as the peo-
ple’s direct representatives in Wash-
ington and must stand as a check to 
the most pro-abortion President in our 
history. A President’s second term is 
usually about legacy building, but for 
the sake of the unborn and for the sake 
of our religious liberty, I fear for the 
legacy that he will attempt to craft in 
the next 4 years. 

b 1600 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. It is a 

high honor and privilege to yield to the 
distinguished majority leader, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CANTOR). 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
I come to the floor today to join my 

colleagues in support of the March for 
Life. 

It seems that too often in Wash-
ington these days the focus is on what 
people are against rather than what 
they are for. But this Friday, thou-
sands of Americans will gather because 
of their support of what our Founders 
described as one of the unalienable 
rights endowed by our Creator: life. 
Some of those gathered will be Repub-
licans, others Democrats. Others will 
belong to no political party at all. 
They will belong to every faith and 
race and will belong to every socio-
economic demographic. 

Those gathered this Friday and those 
of us here on the floor of the House this 
afternoon are joined because we believe 
that life must be protected—and must 
be protected especially for those who 
have no ability to protect it them-
selves. 

Since Roe v. Wade in 1973 medical 
science has made tremendous gains. 
Today, expecting parents can watch 3– 
D images of their young child playing 
in the womb. Today, doctors can per-
form life-saving surgeries on children 
while they are still in utero. Today, 
thanks to medical science, we know 
that within 6 weeks after conception 
these little lives have a heartbeat and 
brain waves. 

Here in the people’s House we are 
taking steps to defend life, as are nu-
merous State legislatures throughout 
the country. But the real heroes are 
those men and women who volunteer at 
pregnancy centers helping women, and 
those gathered for the March for Life 
who are committed to this mission. 
They gather this year not only in the 
name of protecting life but also to cele-
brate the life of the founder of the 
March, Nellie Gray. We’ll all miss her 
red coat up there on that stage, leading 
the March up the hill, but I know Nel-
lie would be as pleased as I am to see 
the progress being made for this most 
important cause—and she would en-
courage us never to rest until the job is 
done. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I want to 
thank the distinguished majority lead-
er for his exemplary leadership for 
many years, but especially as majority 
leader, and for reminding all of us that 
the unborn child, especially over the 
last 2 decades, has become the littlest 
patient, where microsurgeries and 
interventions can save children and en-
hance their life. I appreciate his ex-
traordinary leadership. 

I now yield to our distinguished col-
league, the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. I thank my col-
league, the gentleman from New Jer-
sey, and I thank you for your leader-
ship as a medical doctor. 

It is a real special thing in this 
Chamber that we have pro-life patriots 
who represent medicine, the profession 
of law, mothers, fathers, people who 
understand life from the most intimate 
fashion. 
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I happen to be a pastor. It was 40 

years ago that I had just accepted the 
call to my first church out of divinity 
school. I was busy in that ministry and 
getting started and didn’t take too 
much notice of Roe V. Wade. But it was 
in 1978 when that issue hit me full 
square in the face, when two wonderful 
young people in my church came to my 
office and said, Pastor, we have a prob-
lem, and went on to talk about an un-
planned pregnancy that they had. As 
we discussed, they committed to the 
fact that they intended to keep the 
child as a gift of God. But ultimately 
the story didn’t go that way because 
their parents—who were fine, upstand-
ing church members yet determined 
that these children wouldn’t have that 
as a detriment to their life—encour-
aged them to, as they called it, termi-
nate the pregnancy. 

It broke my heart, and I watch the 
pain in these two young people go on 
even to this very day 40 years later. I 
committed to my God that I would 
stand for life strongly and have the 
privilege of doing that in the pastorate, 
in counseling sessions, on boards of 
adoption agencies, and crisis pregnancy 
centers as well. 

It was just a few years ago—6 years 
to be exact—when I held in my hands 
little John Timothy Walberg, my first 
grandson, along with his twin brother, 
Mica Todd Walberg, two little boys 
born at 24 weeks, 1.12 lbs, 12 inches 
long, fighting for life. They had been 
born just down the corridor from where 
abortions were being done on those 
same age children. I saw these two 
boys fight for life. Someday I will see 
John Timothy again in heaven, but I 
thank God that little Mica Todd is a 
live 6-year-old, growing strong, 
healthy, a gift of God. 

The Framers of our Declaration of 
Independence went to their knees 
many times. They understood the 
value of politics, but they also under-
stood the value of truth, truth that 
came not from man, but truth that 
came from God. Truths such as these 
were set in Psalm 127:3: 

Behold, children are a gift of the Lord. The 
fruit of the womb is a reward. 

Jeremiah 1:5: 
Before I formed you in the womb, I knew 

you. Before you were born I set you apart. 
Psalm 139, where it says: 
For You formed my inward parts; 
You wove me in my mother’s womb. 
I will give thanks to You, for I am fear-

fully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are Your works, 
And my soul knows it very well. 
My frame was not hidden from You, 
When I was made in secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the depths of the 

earth. 
Your eyes have seen my unformed sub-

stance. 
And in Your book were all written the days 

that were ordained for me, 
When as yet there was not one of them. 

I end by going back to what ulti-
mately came from understanding of 
truth by our Framers and Founders, 
when they said: 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal and endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights, among them the right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I now 
yield to the gentleman from New Mex-
ico (Mr. PEARCE). 

Mr. PEARCE. I thank the gentleman 
from New Jersey for leading this dis-
cussion one more time. 

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. Those were the values described 
by our Founding Fathers. And against 
that backdrop, we must understand 
that a Nation is judged the same way 
that people are judged. We’re judged by 
how we speak for those least able to 
speak for themselves. 

The most fragile in any circumstance 
are those with no voice at all, the un-
born. And on this day, 40 years after a 
Supreme Court decision, 50 million 
voices with no representation, no op-
portunity to speak, how will this Na-
tion be judged? I think the answer is 
clear. Our Supreme Court at that time 
expressed conflict on when life began, 
but today’s science leaves no conflict. 
DNA is established on day one. The 
heartbeat is visible soon thereafter. 

What Nation would put mothers at 
odds with their unborn children and de-
clare it to be a matter of choice? This 
is no matter of choice; it’s a constitu-
tional question of protection of life. 
It’s a value that—our Founding Fa-
thers would blanch at our definition 
today. They would have no concept 
that we would have these discussions. 

But the hope lies ahead of us because 
the younger generations are seeing the 
technological replays of the unborn 
and know that it’s more than a mass of 
tissue. Their standing in greater num-
bers on behalf of life, as is every one of 
us who are speaking here today. 

May God bless this Nation as we seek 
to protect the unborn. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank 
you very much, Mr. PEARCE, for that 
very moving statement. 

I now yield to the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HARRIS). 

Mr. HARRIS. I want to thank the 
gentleman from New Jersey for taking 
a pause every year to let us review 
what happened 40 years ago and what’s 
happened since. Because some 40 years 
ago, obviously the Supreme Court de-
cided that it was no longer the State’s 
prerogative to decide what laws could 
regulate abortion. We know some of 
the consequences of that: We know we 
have third trimester abortions; we 
have abortions for sex selection; we 
have abortions without the consent or 
even the notification of parents when 
minors are involved. That’s the path 
we’ve gone down. But as the majority 
says, much has changed in 40 years and 
deserves reevaluation. 

b 1610 

I’m an obstetric anesthesiologist. 
I’ve spent 25 years in the labor and de-
livery suite always wondering about 
the hypocrisy of being in a labor and 

delivery suite doing everything we 
could to save a 24-week baby, while 
across the corridor, 24-week babies 
were dismembered under what Roe v. 
Wade allowed under the law of the 
land. 

The majority leader is right: science 
has changed tremendously. Why, 40 
years ago, we didn’t have the Human 
Genome Project. We didn’t realize the 
richness and diversity of the human ge-
nome, which only strengthened the no-
tion that each and every human being 
is absolutely unique from the moment 
of conception. And that’s in every em-
bryology textbook you can look into. 
Every human being is unique from the 
moment of conception. And now, as the 
majority leader said, we have 3–D and 
4–D ultrasound. We can see these 
human beings that are not blobs of tis-
sue; they are human beings. So maybe 
we need to revisit what Roe v. Wade 
said. 

Let me tell you a story that really 
makes you think about revisiting this 
because, as you know, we spend hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to fund or-
ganizations whose real sole purpose is 
to end life through abortion and very 
little to help the pregnancy centers 
that the majority leader spoke of. But 
in a pregnancy center north about 7 
years ago—it’s a pregnancy center in 
Baltimore—a woman speaking Spanish 
called one afternoon. She was on polit-
ical asylum in the United States from 
El Salvador. She was single, had two 
children already, and was pregnant 
with a third. She called the pregnancy 
center, actually, to get a referral for an 
abortion. That day, by coincidence, 
maybe the grace of God, a counselor 
was there who spoke Spanish and spoke 
to that woman. That woman really 
wanted to keep her child; but as many 
women facing abortion, she was in a 
period of crisis. She needed help, not 
the help that a Planned Parenthood 
would offer, but the help that this 
pregnancy center offered, by helping 
her through her pregnancy, giving her 
the support she needed, the money she 
needed, and the things she needed to 
have that child. 

Now, I know that story because that 
Spanish-speaking counselor was my 
wife. Seven-year-old Jennifer comes 
over to our house now. I look into her 
eyes, and I wonder if anyone is ever 
going to tell her the real story of what 
almost happened and how is someone 
going to look in her eyes and tell Jen-
nifer that she was better off because of 
Roe v. Wade. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I now 
yield to the distinguished obstetrician, 
Dr. ROE, PHIL ROE, from Tennessee. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

First, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 
CHRIS SMITH for not just this year, but 
for over 30 years of advocating for life 
and making that one of his missions in 
life. CHRIS, thank you for what you 
have done not only for this Congress, 
but for our country, to make aware-
ness. I really appreciate it. I can’t 
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thank you enough for what you have 
personally done and sacrificed. 

Exactly 40 years ago next month, I 
was a young doctor in training in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, and I was drafted in 
the U.S. military and left the country 
to go to Southeast Asia for a tour of 
duty there. And something happened 
when I was gone. Roe v. Wade passed. 
It really passed, and I wasn’t even 
aware of it because I was out of the 
country. I came back to my training, 
which had been interrupted by my 
military service, and realized some-
thing very fundamentally different had 
happened to America. 

As an obstetrician, I personally have 
delivered around 5,000 babies. In the 31 
years I was in medical practice in 
Johnson City, Tennessee, a small town 
in northeast Tennessee, our group had 
delivered over 25,000 babies—25,000 chil-
dren. I see these children now as doc-
tors, lawyers, teachers, Sunday school 
teachers, soccer coaches, housewives, 
and farmers, you name it, bettering 
our community. I cannot imagine my 
community without these young people 
there. They are the future of this great 
Nation. 

As Dr. HARRIS mentioned, I saw when 
ultrasound went from when it was just 
a blob that you saw to being able to 
visualize the heartbeat 28 days or less 
post-conception. It’s unbelievable to be 
able to see that. And to see this child 
develop is something that I can’t ex-
plain to you how fulfilling that is to be 
able to see that happen. And to have a 
‘‘choice’’ snuff that out is a law that 
we have to get right in this country. 
Thank goodness minds are changing. 

I look around this great room here, 
this great Chamber, and wonder what 
it would be like if different choices 
were made, the great people that I’ve 
met here in Congress that might not be 
here had a different choice been made. 
In this Chamber, we have a clear re-
sponsibility and duty for those that do 
not have a voice. The fourth President 
of our country, and the architect of the 
Constitution, James Madison, warned 
that the rights of the minority must be 
protected. The unborn children of 
America represent the greatest silent 
minority that there is. They are the 
most innocent among us and deserve 
the protection we afford all people in 
this great country. 

Life is a precious miracle from God 
that begins at conception. As a physi-
cian, I can personally attest after vis-
ualizing literally thousands of 
ultrasounds. We have to make our laws 
consistent with science of today. 

It’s been mentioned before that one 
of our government’s most important 
duties is to protect the most vulner-
able among us, and I pledge to continue 
to remember and strive toward this as 
long as I breathe. I’m heartened that so 
many others today have chosen to do 
the same thing. And may God very 
much bless the 4 million women last 
year in this country who chose life, not 
a choice to terminate life. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Dr. ROE, 
thank you very much. Thank you for 
your great leadership here. 

I would like to now yield to my good 
friend and colleague, Dr. FLEMING, a 
medical doctor as well, from the great 
State of Louisiana. 

Mr. FLEMING. I thank the gen-
tleman, my good friend from New Jer-
sey, for all the great work that you’ve 
done in this area and many others, pro-
tecting children; and we’re all grateful 
to you for doing that. 

Mr. Speaker, 40 years ago, when the 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision 
was handed down, I was just a college 
student taking premed courses with a 
desire to pursue my goal of being a doc-
tor one day. That was when Roe v. 
Wade was passed, and hardly anybody 
even noticed what a landmark decision 
that was that has led now to the death 
of over 55 million unborn innocents in 
this country. 

Today, after 36 years as a family phy-
sician and having delivered hundreds of 
babies, I know now more than ever 
that life begins at conception. Over the 
decades, medical technology has only 
served to confirm what we know. 
Ultrasound has given us a powerful 
window into the womb that shows us a 
small, intricately developing human 
being. We know now through DNA that 
every little baby, every little embryo, 
is a unique blueprint in history. Pro-
tecting these pre-born children must be 
our first priority. That’s what I strive 
to do as a family physician in Lou-
isiana, looking after expectant mothers 
and their soon-to-be-born babies. 

As a Congressman, my aim has been 
unchanged. Abortion is an attack on 
the very creed that I follow as a physi-
cian: first, do no harm. As a Member of 
Congress, I’ve stood firm against abor-
tion, against laws that have infringed 
on the conscience protections of med-
ical providers who want nothing to do 
with abortion, and I have consistently 
opposed the use of taxpayer dollars for 
abortion services. 

Many think that at the termination 
of a pregnancy that the problem goes 
away, but nothing could be further 
from the truth. We know through stud-
ies that young women who have abor-
tions are more likely to have depres-
sion, more likely to commit suicide, 
and more likely to have future mis-
carriages and problems with their preg-
nancy. 

Mr. Speaker, the problems do not end 
with the termination of an innocent 
life. The abortion epidemic has cost 55 
million children their lives. This is a 
national tragedy, and it must stop; and 
on this heartbreaking anniversary 
today, 40 years after Roe v. Wade, I’m 
more committed than ever to defend-
ing the lives of the unborn. 

b 1620 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I would 

like to yield to my good friend, Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT, the gentleman from Ari-
zona. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. To my good 
friend, Mr. SMITH, thank you. Thank 
you for managing this. 

The last handful of Congressmen that 
have come up to the mic have been 
medical doctors. I get to stand here be-
hind the microphone and share a 
slightly different story. This is that 
one very special time of year I get to 
stand here and say ‘‘thank you’’ to a 
woman named Mary Lynn Sheridan, at 
the time who was named Mary Lynn 
Gephart. 

She was a 17-year-old who found out 
she was pregnant, and she was in the 
car on the way, at that time in south-
ern California, on her way to, appar-
ently, Tijuana. And she broke down 
crying and kept crying more and kept 
hyperventilating. The two girlfriends 
she was with were so terrified she was 
getting sick in the car, they turned 
around and took her back home. Heav-
en forbid, she told her mother she was 
pregnant. 

I was born a few months later at Holy 
Family Unwed Mother’s Home in down-
town L.A. The amazing thing is—pic-
ture this: You’re in your thirties. You 
come into work one day. You turn on 
your computer, and there’s an email 
saying, Hi, DAVID, you have no idea 
who I am, but your sister gave me in-
formation. Here’s your birth mother. 

What do you do? How about if she’s 
never told her family, told her two 
daughters that I’m out there? 

And I send a really carefully worded 
note after having a family meeting, 
and I had one of the most amazing ex-
periences you could imagine. Imagine a 
couple of weeks later, you get a phone 
call, and it’s this little voice saying, 
I’ve prayed for you every single day of 
your life. Every March 3, I go to mass 
and I light candles for you. Are you 
okay? Are you happy? Have you had a 
good life? 

All I could tell her through all the 
tears was, Look, I’m incredibly lucky. 
I was adopted by an amazing family. 
I’ve gotten to live a great life. I’m here 
in Congress, which, actually, in many 
ways, may have disappointed her. 

But the reason I stand here and tell 
the story is I’ve had this amazing rela-
tionship, having now met my birth fa-
ther, having spent holidays with my 
family that has raised me and my birth 
family. I have a picture in my office 
with all these kids and all these people 
where all of our families—even my lit-
tle sister, who has met her birth fam-
ily, because my siblings are all adopt-
ed, and we get everyone together and 
go to Disneyland. 

I’ve noticed there is an amazing 
change out there where the little kids 
come up to you and say, Okay, my 
mom is your sister, but your sister is 
not my mom’s sister. The little kids 
get it. I think with this I get to come 
here behind the microphone and say, 
Thank you. Thank you for giving me 
the chance to be alive. Thank you for 
giving me the chance to engage in this 
battle that we have here in Congress of 
trying to do good things for our coun-
try. Thank you, Mary Lynn Sheridan. 

My mother would send my birth 
mother pictures of me as a baby. So 
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when I would go to Walnut, California, 
and go see my birth mother, down the 
hallway would be all these pictures of 
me as a little kid. My birth mother has 
developed a very aggressive type of 
Alzheimer’s, and something amazing 
has happened in her mind. She can de-
scribe all those photos. In her mind 
now, I grew up with my two younger 
sisters there in Walnut, California. In 
her mind, I’ve been with her this whole 
time. And that heartbreak she used to 
describe to me for all those years won-
dering what had happened to me is 
gone. 

Thank you, God, and thank you to 
Mary Lynn for giving me a chance to 
be here today. Thank you. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
you so very much for sharing not only 
with the Congress, but with the coun-
try, that very moving story. 

I would like to now yield to the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING). 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for yielding 
and for leading this Special Order on 
this 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. 

Forty has a lot of biblical implica-
tions. Moses led them wandering in the 
desert for 40 years, and Jesus spent for 
40 days and 40 nights. Marilyn and I 
have been married for 40 years. 

There are a number of things I would 
like to tell in this narrative, Mr. 
Speaker. The first thing I would like to 
relate is the story of Joyce Zounis, who 
has delivered to me her narrative, and 
I will pick out some of the highlights 
of it and introduce it into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Will the 
gentleman yield just briefly to my 
good friend, Ms. FOXX, because she does 
have to leave, and then we’ll go right 
back. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague, Mr. KING. I’m sorry I could 
not get down here early, but the Rules 
Committee kept me. 

I want to say all of us here are speak-
ing on an extraordinarily important 
topic to our Nation. Life is the most 
fundamental of all rights. It is sacred 
and God-given. But millions of babies 
have been robbed of that right in this, 
the freest country in the world. That is 
a tragedy beyond words, and it’s a be-
trayal of what we, as a Nation, stand 
for. 

Before liberty, equality, free speech, 
freedom of conscience, the pursuit of 
happiness, and justice for all, there has 
to be life. And yet, for millions of 
aborted infants, many pain-capable and 
many discriminated because of gender 
or disability, life is exactly what 
they’ve been denied, often at taxpayer 
expense. And an affront to life for some 
is an affront to life for every one of us. 

One day we hope it will be different. 
We hope life will cease to be valid on 
the sliding scale. We hope the error of 
elective abortions ushered in by an 
unelected court will be closed and col-
lectively deemed one of the darkest 

chapters in American history. But 
until that day, it remains a solemn 
duty to stand up for life. 

Regardless of the length of this jour-
ney, we will continue to speak for 
those who cannot, and we will continue 
to pray to the one who can change the 
hearts of those in desperation and 
those in power who equally hold the 
lives of the innocent in their hands. 

May we, in love, defend the unborn; 
may we, in humility, confront this na-
tional sin; and may we mourn what 
abortion reveals about the conscience 
of our Nation. 

And I thank my colleague from Iowa 
very much for yielding. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield to 
the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey, and I start 
again from the beginning, Mr. Speaker. 

This is the 40th anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade. I never imagined that we would 
be here 40 years afterwards, 55 million 
abortions afterwards, still seeking re-
spect for innocent, unborn human life 
and the right of personhood that many 
over on the other side of the aisle also 
claim one should have once they’re 
born. But they give no right, no dignity 
to babies who are preborn. 

I would like to provide some of the 
narrative here of a story written by 
Joyce Zounis. Joyce’s narrative is 
about her life. Each one of these are 
just heart-wrenching, and this is 
among those heart-wrenching stories 
shared now by millions around the 
country. 

Joyce’s story starts out with this in 
bold, ‘‘We will not speak of this again.’’ 

It’s her mother telling her as a 15- 
year-old girl on the way to the abor-
tion clinic that there would be no dis-
cussion outside of what happened that 
day. That’s at age 15. 

It says that ‘‘the room was filled 
with many girls,’’ of which she knew 
weren’t able to keep it as a secret. 

They said it won’t hurt; it did. They said it 
would be over real quick; it has lasted 35 
years. 

And 11 years later—here’s the nar-
rative, Mr. Speaker: Eleven years, 
three clinics, two States, seven abor-
tions, not once was I told of the trau-
matic suffering that would follow, 
which it did. 

And on the seventh abortion, Joyce 
Zounis writes: 

Several hours later, the vacuum-like noise 
broke a decade-old trance—‘‘What have I 
done?’’ 

And as her story continues, she 
writes about emotional trauma, ‘‘That 
child lost through choice would devour 
my dignity’’—they didn’t tell her that. 
She said, ‘‘I justified my twisted 
truth.’’ 

That goes on every day here in Amer-
ica, 4,000 times a day in America. Ev-
eryone talks about their right to 
choose, but no one talks about the re-
sult of the choice. 

b 1630 
She writes, ‘‘I will never forget hear-

ing my firstborn’s heartbeat,’’ a thing 
of joy for most people. 

Instead of joy, I was in shock, terrified 
that the nurses could see right through me 
and what I had done to my other children. I 
was never told you would need to grieve and 
cry for your unborn, that your life would be 
forever altered by the horrors of your ‘‘cho-
sen’’ loss. 

Put this in this perspective: 40 years 
of Roe v. Wade. How did we get here, 
Mr. Speaker? It’s important for us to 
understand how the creeping decisions 
of a Supreme Court creep in on the in-
nocent unborn lives of 55 million babies 
who were victims of abortion, of mil-
lions of mothers and of fathers who 
have suffered the trauma and the 
heartbreak of finding out afterwards 
that they carried the responsibility 
and the burden on their consciences 
that altered them for a lifetime. 

It changed their relationships with 
their other children and with their 
family members, and it changed their 
relationships with brothers and sisters 
and mothers and fathers that they 
interrelate with in their daily lives. 

In 1965, we had a Supreme Court deci-
sion called Griswold v. Connecticut, 
and that was the camel’s nose under 
the tent. At that time, Connecticut 
had passed State legislation that had 
prohibited the sale of contraceptives. It 
was supported by the Catholic Church, 
of which I am a member, and it was 
litigated to the Supreme Court. The 
Supreme Court found a right to pri-
vacy, which was manufactured out of 
thin air. That right to privacy prohib-
ited banning the sale of contraceptives 
to married couples. That ‘‘right to pri-
vacy’’ phrase became the foundation, 
from 1965 until 1973, for Roe v. Wade 
and Doe v. Bolton. Those two cases 
came together and essentially said that 
you have a right to an abortion at any 
time, for any reason—abortion on de-
mand. That was the conclusion of the 
two cases, Doe v. Bolton, in ’73. 

We went on. We got some opportuni-
ties to try to make some changes here 
in Congress; and the beginning of it 
was the ban on partial birth abortion, 
which was litigated to the Supreme 
Court and was turned down. I arrived 
here on the Judiciary Committee, and 
we rewrote that language, under the 
leadership of STEVE CHABOT of Ohio, so 
that it would comply with the decision 
of the Court. It was litigated across the 
countryside, and I went into the court-
room of Judge Kopf in Lincoln, Ne-
braska, as he had concluded that the 
findings of Congress were inferior to 
the preparation work of the attorneys 
in that court. 

Someone had to speak up. I did so in 
Lincoln that day, and let him know 
that our congressional findings were 
deeply deliberated and well founded. I 
did so through the press, and I found 
out that he reads the papers. What hap-
pened finally was we were able to have 
a case sustained to the Supreme Court 
that at least banned the gruesome 
process of partial birth abortion. 

In the process of these debates that 
we’ve had, Mr. Speaker, it has been 
useful. We’ve marched here. This will 
be the 40th year that hundreds of thou-
sands and, by now, millions of people— 
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especially young people—have come to 
Washington, D.C., and have gone out to 
the basilica for the pro-life vigil mass— 
or I’ve seen as many as 15,000 people 
out at the basilica—all praying to-
gether, all singing together, all joining 
together in an effort to protect and de-
fend innocent unborn human life, and 
then have come the next day here to 
the Mall in Washington and marched 
together from the Mall all the way 
around to the Supreme Court and then 
dispersed across the Capitol Grounds to 
the various receptions and offices so 
that they could bring their influence. 

This has changed the conscience of 
America. This has informed millions of 
now mothers who might have given up 
their babies to abortion instead. I’m 
encouraged by the path that we’ve 
taken. I have to believe that, over the 
years, the millions of voices raising to-
gether in hymns and prayer and in the 
marching have had its effect and is 
having its effect. There will be a day 
when we see the end of Roe v. Wade. 
There will be a day when we respect 
and revere every human life from that 
instant, or moment, of conception 
until natural death. That’s what I work 
for. That’s what I pray for. That’s what 
many Members of the Pro-Life Caucus 
here in Congress have and many people 
across the countryside have. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to live in 
a country that has so many millions of 
people who have great respect for inno-
cent unborn human life, and I will be 
forever grateful if I live to see the day 
that Roe v. Wade is finally set aside 
and that life is protected in law. 
JOYCE ZOUNIS—TV AND RADIO PRODUCER & 

HOST LIVING BEYOND THE BANDAIDE OF ABOR-
TION 
‘‘We will not speak of this again’’ were the 

words spoken to me as my mom and I, a 15- 
teen-year old high school sophomore, walked 
into the abortion facility. I too wanted to 
forget this problem. I was determined to be 
the one who decided when I became a mom; 
NOT a positive reading on a stick. Already 
disconnected, my mind was not on what was 
about to happen, but of missing cheerleading 
practice. 

The room was filled with many girls and to 
my mom’s dismay we saw someone we knew. 
Our secret was blown. I sat in a room waiting 
for my name to be called just like any other 
doctor’s appointment but this was like no 
other. They said it won’t hurt; it did! They 
said it would be over real quick; it has lasted 
35 years! 

Eleven years after my first abortion, I was 
having my seventh. I was in the same wait-
ing room, walking the same hall, wearing 
the same gown, taking the same pill, and 
laying on the same table. To this abortion-
ist’s disgust, my pregnancy was further 
along and required more of his time. 

Several hours later the vacuum-like noise 
broke a decade-old trance—‘‘what have I 
done?’’ I began to weep uncontrollably, and 
this enraged the abortionist. His gestures 
were rough, and he was morbidly pleased to 
have me see his bloody garments when he 
was finished. The nurse quickly moved me to 
the recovery room and gave me crackers. 
Within 10 minutes I was rushed out the back 
door and nauseous on my way home. 

Eleven years, three clinics, two states, 
seven abortions, and not once was I told of 
the physical risks I would suffer later: the 

necessity of bi-lateral mammograms and 
fear of breast cancer; ovarian cysts; being 
bed ridden for five months in my last preg-
nancy and having to explain the possibly of 
‘‘mommy dying’’ to my four young children 
due to placenta previa, which resulted in my 
losing all but two pints of blood; and, a par-
tial hysterectomy at delivery. 

Not once was I told of the emotional trau-
ma I would suffer: uncontrollable anger 
flamed by betrayal, deafening seclusion, and 
the inability to trust. That child loss 
through choice would devour my dignity as I 
justified the twisted truth. Or that deception 
would slowly creep into all areas of my life 
including the need to discretely reveal sev-
eral of my abortions as miscarriages. 

I was never told I would feel like I was the 
only one going crazy. Everyone talks about 
their ‘‘right to choose;’’ but no one talks 
about the choice. In my case this led to sabo-
taging many life joys. I will never forget 
hearing my firstborn’s heartbeat. Instead of 
joy, I was in shock, terrified that the nurses 
could see right through me and what I had 
done to my other children. 

I was never told you would need to grieve 
and cry for your unborn; that your life would 
be forever altered by the horrors of your 
‘chosen’ loss, tormented by the innate long-
ing to hold and know your dead children and 
their dreams. Or that my five living children 
would suffer with an impossible mom; 
trapped by the hidden sadness of her gullible 
past. 

Through divine intervention in 1990, I had 
participated in an abortion recovery pro-
gram. The tears so long forgotten had begun 
to form and fall together with the bandaides 
covering my shameful sorrows. With grateful 
relief I was able to acknowledge, name, and 
mourn my seven babies and rightfully pub-
lically position them among their siblings. 

For over two decades, my now deceased 
mom joined me in telling others that abor-
tion hurts everyone: family, friends, and fu-
ture generations. We were wrong. Abortion 
was not the right answer for my untimely 
pregnancies. 

I now know that you are forever a mom re-
gardless of the age of your child; 6 seconds, 
6 days or 60 years. I was blind to this but now 
I see. This momma of 12 children chooses to 
be a voice of truth. In pregnancy you carry 
the baby for only nine months but in abor-
tion you carry it for a lifetime just with 
empty arms. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). The time of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey has expired. 

Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2013, the Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Nebraska 
(Mr. FORTENBERRY) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FORTENBERRY. I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 

this Friday, hundreds of thousands of 
people will gather in Washington for a 
peaceful march, exercising the most 
American of values—the right to as-
semble and the right to freedom of 
speech. Among the people who will 
come are multitudes of young persons 
from all over America—young people 
who are the inheritors of the great 
civil rights traditions of this land. 

These young people are pro-life. Mr. 
Speaker, they’re really saying some-
thing pretty simple. 

They are saying that the time for 
honesty has come, that the time for a 
new national conversation has come, 
that the time for the violence to end 
has come, and that the time since the 
Supreme Court decision that legalized 
abortion on demand some 40 years ago 
has inflicted a deep wound on ourselves 
and the very soul of this country. 

Over the past few decades, we have 
witnessed an evolving desensitization 
to abortion. It has become too easy to 
think of abortion as a procedure, as 
something clinical, somehow normal, 
removed. Disguised in the mantle and 
vocabulary of health, minds and hearts 
can easily become numb to what abor-
tion really is, to what it really does 
and to who really dies. 

But the youth among us, they know 
better. They know that women deserve 
better. 

Abortion is so often the result of 
abandonment. A woman, in not know-
ing where to turn, falls into the grasps 
of the abortion industry, which says, 
We can quietly make this go away. 
There are no consequences here; just 
pay over there. But the consequences 
are so very real. Abortion is an act of 
violence. The woman so often carries 
the wound from this act of violence im-
posed upon her. Her unborn child dies. 
The abortion industry profits from this 
pain, and the other responsible party— 
the man—escapes his responsibilities. 
This is why the early feminist move-
ment saw abortion as another form of 
male domination over women. 

Mr. Speaker, young people, they 
know this. They sense this. They know 
instinctively that the Supreme Court’s 
decision was a dinosaur decision, not 
based on science. They know that the 
consequences of abortion are very real, 
and they’re simply saying there’s a 
better way. There has to be a better 
way. We should be loving enough and 
caring enough. We certainly are big 
enough. We certainly have resources 
enough to rally as a community and 
help a person no matter how difficult 
her circumstances. They are saying no 
woman should be left alone or in isola-
tion. We are a community committed 
to the beautiful gift of life. Mr. Speak-
er, that’s the message from these 
young people who will gather by the 
tens of thousands this Friday in Wash-
ington, and I’m proud to stand with 
them. 

With that, I yield to my good friend, 
Congressman SMITH. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
my good friend for yielding, and I ap-
plaud his tremendous leadership over 
the years in defense of the culture of 
life, for being consistent on all human 
rights issues—from child soldiers and 
combating that abuse of children to 
the abuse of unborn children by way of 
abortion. So I thank him for that. I 
would just make a few points, because 
we are coming to a close, Mr. Speaker. 
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Today, doctors diagnose illness and 

disability before birth. New and excit-
ing breakthrough health care interven-
tions for the unborn, including micro-
surgeries, are leading to an ever-ex-
panding array of successful treatments 
and cures of sick or disabled unborn ba-
bies. A few other Members have made 
this point very clearly, as do I, which 
is that unborn children are society’s 
littlest patients, and they might need 
health care just like any one of us. 

b 1640 
In stark contrast, abortion methods 

rip, tear, dismember or chemically poi-
son the fragile bodies of unborn babies 
to death, and abortion pills cause pre-
mature expulsion from the womb and 
death. There is nothing benign, com-
passionate, or just about an act that 
utterly destroys the life of a child and 
often physically, psychologically, and 
emotionally harms women. And despite 
the near total absence of any meaning-
ful reporting by the news media, 
women get hurt and even die from legal 
abortions. 

According to the most recent Centers 
for Disease Control report, from 1973 to 
2008, at least 403 women tragically died 
in the United States from legal abor-
tion. And that sad fact is almost cer-
tainly a significant undercount because 
the methodology employed by CDC is 
passive and voluntary and likely to 
miss instances of both mortality and 
morbidity. 

In the years since CDC’s ‘‘most re-
cent report,’’ many more women have 
surely died, like Tonya Reaves, a 24- 
year-old woman who died last July 
from a botched second trimester dis-
memberment abortion, a D&E, at a 
Chicago area Planned Parenthood abor-
tion mill. 

The abortion industry, Mr. Speaker, 
excels at surface appeal argument and 
at propaganda. Indeed, the misleading 
term ‘‘safe abortion’’ purposefully 
misses the point that no abortion, legal 
or illegal, is ever safe for the baby, and 
all are fraught with negative health 
consequences for the mother. 

Today, at least 104 credible studies 
show significant psychological harm, 
major depression, and/or elevated sui-
cide risk to women who abort. The 
Times of London reported that: 

Senior psychiatrists say that new evidence 
has uncovered a clear link between abortion 
and mental illness in women who have had 
no previous history of psychological prob-
lems. They’ve found that women who’ve had 
abortions have twice the level of psycho-
logical problems, three times the level of de-
pression as women who have given birth or 
who have never been pregnant. 

One comprehensive study out of New 
Zealand in 2006 found that 78.6 percent 
of the 15- to 18-year-olds who had had 
abortions displayed symptoms of major 
depression as compared to 31 percent of 
their peers. 

Mr. Speaker, there are at least 115 
studies that show significant associa-
tion between abortion and subsequent 
premature births. You never read 
about this in the news media. 

Researchers Shah and Zao show a 36 
percent increase for pre-term birth 
after one abortion and a staggering 93 
percent increased risk after two. 

What does this mean for children? 
Pre-term birth is the leading cause of 
infant mortality in the industrialized 
world after congenital anomalies. Pre- 
term infants have a greater risk of suf-
fering chronic lung disease, sensory 
deficits, cerebral palsy, cognitive im-
pairments, and behavioral problems. 
Low birth weight is similarly associ-
ated with neonatal mortality and mor-
bidity. 

These are consequences that are vis-
ited upon a woman later on. She’s 
never told this at the abortion clinic 
that subsequent children that she will 
have later in her life could suffer pre-
maturity and low birth weight. 

And, finally, the extremism of the 
pro-abortion industry is shocking. 

Last spring, the House of Representa-
tives took up TRENT FRANK’s bill to 
ban sex-selection abortion. The bill 
garnered a solid majority, 246–168 in 
the House. President Obama, however, 
made it absolutely clear that he would 
veto the sex-selection abortion prohibi-
tion should it be sent to the White 
House. 

While sex selection targets almost 
exclusively girls for extermination, 
simply because they’re girls, the egre-
gious practice remains legal in most of 
our States. In fact, only four States— 
Illinois, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, and 
Arizona—and several countries, includ-
ing the United Kingdom, prohibit sex- 
selection abortion. And yet we have 
not been able to get that legislation 
enacted into law, and it’s opposed by 
President Obama. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to stand up for 
life. Again, I want to thank my good 
friend and colleague from Nebraska for 
having this second Special Order on de-
fending life. And like JEFF, I do look 
forward to the March for Life on Janu-
ary 25 where we will all rally in defense 
of the defenseless. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. If the gen-
tleman would perhaps be interested in 
entering into a bit of a dialogue, and 
I’m sorry I missed your earlier state-
ment, but let me say to you, thank you 
for your stalwart leadership, your deep 
commitment to the beautiful gift of 
life, for saying to America consist-
ently, constantly, fervently, with heart 
and emotion for 30-plus years, I think 
you’ve been here. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thirty- 
three. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. There is a bet-
ter way. We can do better than this. 
Women deserve better. But in your last 
comment, you touched upon the issue 
of sex-selected abortion, and I wonder 
if in your earlier comments you talked 
about policies, such as the one-child 
policy in China, which are taking hold, 
sadly, in other parts of South Asia, 
how they are affecting population im-
balance and how it ends up being the 
little girls, the unborn little girls who 
are primarily the targets of these 

state-imposed coercions on families. So 
you have this very significant imbal-
ance in the population because of the 
targeting of unborn little girls in the 
womb for sex-selected abortion. Per-
haps you touched on that earlier. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. No, I did 
not. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. It’s a very im-
portant part of this overall discussion, 
to talk about the consequences of 
where all of this leads. And in a coun-
try like China, which has imposed this 
brutality upon its own people, the 
women who have come here under-
cover, we’ve had them in our hearings. 
They’ve had to be behind screens be-
cause they fear reprisal from the Chi-
nese Government toward their fami-
lies, who’ve talked about being victim-
ized by coercive abortion, that issue 
plus the issue of how this is created, 
and it is targeted primarily at unborn 
girls, the grave injustice of that. 

I know you’re so learned and have 
such details on that subject, perhaps 
you can re-raise that if you didn’t ear-
lier talk about it. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding and for rais-
ing that important issue. 

The People’s Republic of China 
doesn’t have a pro-life movement per 
se. The government is a dictatorship. 
Regrettably, going back to 1979, they 
enacted with great push and encour-
agement from the United States and 
from the West, Europe especially, a 
one-child-per-couple policy where 
brothers and sisters are illegal, where 
women are systematically, forcibly 
aborted, and forced sterilization is 
commonplace to achieve quotas. Not 
only does a woman have to get a birth 
authorization from the Government of 
China to have a baby; if she has an out- 
of-plan birth, she is aborted forcibly. 

Over the years, as chairman of the 
China Commission and as chairman of 
the Human Rights Committee of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, I’ve 
chaired 43 congressional hearings on 
human rights in China; and many of 
those were focused on, as you pointed 
out, women who had to be behind 
screens to tell their story about the 
gross indignity, the exploitation, the 
crimes against humanity that had been 
committed against them. 

In China today, there are approxi-
mately 100 million, maybe more, miss-
ing daughters, the direct consequence 
of sex-selection abortion and what is 
often referred to as gendercide, the de-
liberate killing of a little girl simply 
because she is a girl. 

In her book ‘‘Unnatural Selection: 
Choosing Boys Over Girls and the Con-
sequences of a World Full of Men,’’ 
Mara Hvistendahl traces the sordid his-
tory of sex-selection abortion as a 
means of population control. And al-
most no one knows about this. You’ll 
never read about this in the local pa-
pers. You don’t hear about it on the 
major news broadcasts. She writes: 

By August 1969, when the National Insti-
tute of Child Health and Human Develop-
ment and the Population Council convened 
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another workshop on population control, sex 
selection had become a pet scheme. 

Hvistendahl writes: 
If a reliable sex-determination technology 

could be made available to a mass market, 
there was a rough consensus that sex-selec-
tion abortion would be an effective, 
uncontroversial, and ethical way of reducing 
the global population. 

What that means is that you kill the 
girl child in the womb, you end one 
life, and that girl who will never grow 
up to be a woman because she has been 
exterminated because she happened to 
be a girl, will never be a mother. So it 
is a means of population control. It is 
absolutely an egregious violation of 
human rights, and yet our own Presi-
dent refuses to support a ban on sex-se-
lection abortion. He talked about we 
the people and inclusion yesterday. 
Where’s the inclusion of all unborn ba-
bies, but those who are particularly 
targeted for elimination, the girl child? 

b 1650 

And I would also add, finally, Live 
Action, an undercover sting operation 
that they had done—and it’s on the 
Web, you can watch it, you can watch 
the raw footage, liveaction.org—in 
their series, ‘‘Gendercide in America,’’ 
they showed Planned Parenthood per-
sonnel in this country advising under-
cover female investigators how to pro-
cure sex-selection abortions. I watched 
that and was sickened by the admon-
ishment, the so-called counseling that 
was all caught on tape. 

One staffer tells the investigator to 
wait until her baby is 5 months along, 
get the ultrasound. That’s when you 
can determine the gender of the child, 
boy or girl, and if it’s a girl, that’s 
when you can kill it. 

And it was all made very clear. The 
investigators were laying out a sce-
nario where, if it’s a girl, I want the 
girl child to be destroyed. And there 
was Planned Parenthood accommo-
dating that to the nth degree. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. If the gen-
tleman would yield for a moment, I 
think it’s important, an important tan-
gent. It’s not tangential. It’s an ele-
ment of this discussion because it 
shows once we give up on this basic 
fundamental human right, once we let 
go of our civil rights tradition and we 
don’t include every person, including 
those who are most vulnerable in the 
womb, we can see the consequences. 
Maybe not here just yet, to a large de-
gree, but we can certainly see the con-
sequences of what I talked about ear-
lier in terms of the desensitization of 
what abortion really is. 

So in other places it’s lent itself to 
coercive population control, and even 
to the shocking horror of taking the 
life of little girls simply because 
they’re a girl. Now, that still bothers 
our conscience here in this country, 
but you can see how it’s related to the 
deeper problem of once we start down 
this pathway, we desensitize ourselves 
to the hard, to the important reality 
that the life within is deserving of pro-

tection; that women who perhaps are 
in very difficult circumstances deserve 
better than this, deserve a fullness of 
commitment from you and me and the 
United States Congress and commu-
nities of concern everywhere that there 
is a better way. 

We do not have to do this to one an-
other. We do not have to impose this 
wound upon women. We do not have to 
think in this paradigm when there are 
hard circumstances. We can do it dif-
ferently. 

And I think it’s important to have a 
discussion about the broader con-
sequences of what is happening all 
around us because we desensitize our-
selves in what I call a dinosaur deci-
sion, because it wasn’t based on 
science. We didn’t have the fullness of 
technology back then, which fortu-
nately helped so many of us understand 
just how that small, tiny little life is 
viable, is real, and is growing and can 
reach its fullness of potentiality if we 
just nurture it. 

And sometimes people who are in cir-
cumstances that are tough and dif-
ficult and need a little help with that 
nurturing, they deserve that support 
and help. That’s our message. That’s 
our message. 

So if we can turn this back and build 
upon a new ideal that life is beautiful, 
life is a gift, it is worthy of support, 
not only just from individuals but from 
the culture at large, I think we’ll go a 
long way towards stopping this aggres-
sive, horrific assault that is happening, 
primarily in other places but is a 
threat to potentially happen here, 
where you’re even going so far as to se-
lect out the little girl for termination 
because she’s a girl. 

This is particularly hard for me, to 
be honest with you, because I have five 
daughters. Just kind of happened that 
way. And I remember, in our last 
ultrasound for the baby, she’s 7, I still 
call her a little baby, but when we saw 
that child in the womb, my youngest 
one at that time looked at me and said, 
Dad, I hope it’s a boy so you have 
someone to play with. 

But technology has helped us under-
stand that life, the nature of that life. 
And so that’s why the Supreme Court 
decision was not scientific, terribly 
misguided, has inflicted a deep wound 
upon us, has given us a false notion of 
choice and freedom, which tickles the 
ear, sounds good at one level, but the 
consequences are oh so deep and real 
for the individual, for those who are re-
sponsible and have been able to escape 
their responsibility, for geopolitical 
movements now that have ended up in 
coercive population control measures, 
which is grievously unjust, particular 
to women in far away places. 

Going back to what I said as well, if 
you’d like, describe some of the testi-
mony that we heard from the women 
who came from China in secret, who 
had to be, again, behind screens be-
cause we were fearful, and they were as 
well, for reprisals against their fami-
lies back in China simply because they 

dared stand up and say, the govern-
ment should not impose coercive abor-
tion upon me. 

There was one woman, as I recall, 
who was in tears. She had four abor-
tions imposed upon her by the govern-
ment. 

You recall that hearing last year be-
cause you were responsible for it, and I 
think it’s a great credit to your leader-
ship. 

But again, as hard as this is to look 
at, as painful as it is, I don’t think 
there’s been a more powerful hearing in 
which I’ve participated in the United 
States Congress, hearing from the vic-
tim of a government-imposed, coerced 
abortion and what the consequences 
were on her. 

I’m sorry. Perhaps you had raised 
that earlier. I didn’t have the privilege 
of hearing your earlier talk, but I 
think that perspective is important as 
well. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
my friend for yielding and for raising 
again another very important point. 
You know, at several of these hearings, 
which were covered very scarcely by 
the news media, unfortunately, we had 
some powerful witnesses from women 
who are actually the victims of coer-
cive abortion. 

Over the many years we’ve had such 
hearings, and when they tell their 
story, and they talk about the helpless-
ness and almost hopelessness of the sit-
uation, trying to evade family planning 
cadres in China as they hunt them 
down. 

You know, most people are unaware 
of the fact that it begins with eco-
nomic coercion. If you have a baby out 
of plan, you are fined if you do not vol-
untarily walk into the abortion mill 
for the child to be destroyed. And 
many women want those children. 

One of the women we had testify, her 
name was Wuijan. She was a Chinese 
student attending a U.S. university, 
and part of her testimony—these are 
her words—she said, when she was 
rounded up, literally grabbed by the 
family planning cadres and thrown into 
a van, totally against her will, she 
said: 

The room was full of moms who had just 
gone through a forced abortion. Some moms 
were crying. Some moms were mourning. 
Some moms were screaming. And one mom 
was rolling on the floor with unbearable 
pain. 

Then Wuijan said that it was her 
turn, and through her tears she de-
scribed her journey into hell. Here is a 
woman, just like so many others that 
we heard from, who were literally 
trussed, picked up, arrested. 

I had a woman back in the 1990s, who 
was pretty much smuggled out of 
China, who ran one of the family plan-
ning centers in Fujian Province, and 
she self-described herself: ‘‘By day I 
was a monster, by night a wife and 
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mother of one.’’ And she talked about 
it, and she got asylum here eventually. 

But she talked about how she would 
use every part of the police state to en-
sure that women, even if they evaded 
family planning cadres up to the ninth 
month—to drag her in and to kill the 
baby, and if it’s very late in the preg-
nancy, with a poison shot of formalde-
hyde or some other substance right to 
the soft part of the brain to kill the 
baby. 

These are crimes against humanity. 
They are ever-present throughout 
China. And again, they’re missing 100 
million girls, maybe more, because of 
gendercide and the loss of life. There’s 
no precedent. There’s no example that 
even comes close of a government 
using abortion as a tool of population 
control and the like. And it came right 
out of the population control move-
ment and what happened in the early 
or late sixties and especially into the 
seventies, right here in the United 
States. 

In 1984, I say to my friend, Mr. FOR-
TENBERRY, 29 years ago I offered the 
first amendment on this floor, from 
this podium, to a foreign aid bill to 
deny funding to any organization, such 
as the U.N. Population Fund, that is 
complicit in China’s forced abortion 
policy and involuntary sterilization. It 
passed, and it morphed into what be-
came known as the Kemp-Kasten 
Amendment, offered on the appropria-
tions bill by Congressman Jack Kemp. 

After all of these years, it is aston-
ishing to me that we still have so many 
Members of Congress, we have an ad-
ministration, in the Obama adminis-
tration, that is, at best, indifferent, 
and I would say, at worst supportive of 
these crimes by giving money to the 
groups that are on the ground enabling 
these crimes against women. The 
Obama administration has enabled this 
cruel policy by its silence and its finan-
cial support to the tune of some $50 
million a year to the U.N. Population 
Fund. 

We passed, in this House, a prohibi-
tion. They, unfortunately, ignore it, do 
findings that do not comport with the 
reality on the ground, and then end up 
sending this money. 

b 1700 

And I met with a woman whose name 
is Peng Peiyun, who ran the family 
planning program in China, I say to my 
friend, Mr. FORTENBERRY, for several 
hours in a conversation in Beijing. She 
kept coming back to the fact that the 
U.N. Population Fund was there on the 
ground and found nothing but vol-
untary abortions. Of course, there are a 
loss of lives, too, but no coercion. So 
the whitewashing that the U.N. Popu-
lation Fund has been able to provide to 
this egregious violation of women’s 
rights in China, and now we today, 
under the Obama administration, are 
funding it, Mr. FORTENBERRY. So it’s 
something that has to end. We should 
be on the side of life and respect, not 
enabling such terrible things. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. As we’re wind-
ing down here—we only have a few mo-
ments left—I think perhaps we can 
talk about some good news as well as 
some common ground. Because every-
body listening to this and this impor-
tant dialogue, this highly sensitive dia-
logue, may not agree with us. But the 
vast majority of Americans do agree 
that the government should not be en-
tangled in this. In other words, tax-
payer money should not be going for 
the provision of abortion. That’s one 
bit of good news. 

The second bit of good news, I think, 
is, again, those of us who have been 
here a little while, who have been in 
these trenches trying to beg and plead 
for an increase of awareness as to what 
the consequences of abortion are, 
young people are recognizing that, 
again, there’s got to be a better way. 
They’ve lived with this through their 
generation. They’ve seen the scars, 
seen the wounds, seen the effects on so-
ciety. And they’re coming forward and 
saying, Women deserve better. Can’t 
we be loving enough, can’t we be big 
enough to do something different here? 

And I think that’s a great sign of en-
couragement for two reasons. One is, 
projecting forward, maybe we can re-
shape society. But also, heal the 
wounds that have already occurred. Be-
cause they are substantive and deep. 
And I think it’s important. And young 
people, I believe, recognize this. 
They’re there saying, Don’t make this 
choice. It’s a false choice, particularly 
if you feel coerced or abandoned. There 
are people here ready to help, love, get 
you through. But if there is that deep 
wound, we’re also here to heal and 
help. And I think it’s just such a beau-
tiful message. 

It inspires me that so many young 
people would come to the Capitol and 
say, Legislators, older generation of 
America, let’s change this paradigm. 
Let’s change this idea. Because it’s not 
serving our country. It’s not serving 
our people. It’s leaving us deeply, deep-
ly hurt. And we can do better. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. One of the 
things that is so noble about the pro- 
life movement is that it loves and cares 
for women during the time of their cri-
sis. And if they do procure an abortion, 
they are there, again, with Project Ra-
chel and all of these outreaches to help 
women find reconciliation and peace. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. And men. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. And men, 

too, have lost track of the number of 
women we have met that found that 
peace. We had four women today at the 
40 Years of Victims who told their 
story of the terrible crisis of the abor-
tion but also the reconciliation and 
peace that they found later. 

You make a very good point, Mr. 
FORTENBERRY, about the young genera-
tion. I have never seen more pro-lifers 
at the March for Life than we are see-
ing now. And I went to the first one 
back in 1974 with my wife, Marie, and 
then made every one thereafter. When 
I speak in schools, I used to get a great 

deal of pushback in answer to a ques-
tion on the right to life. There are still 
people who push back, but many stu-
dents say, It’s life. Ultrasound has 
helped enormously. It’s a window to 
the womb. We all remember Dr. Ber-
nard Nathanson, the founder of 
NARAL, who became a pro-lifer. He 
said, ‘‘If wombs had windows, abortion 
would end.’’ The ultrasound is a win-
dow to the womb. And you can see that 
magnificent unborn child moving, 
shaking around, sucking his or her 
thumb, doing somersaults inside the 
womb. Blobs of tissue and protoplasm 
don’t do this. 

I think this young generation also 
has another perspective as well. One of 
my favorite musicals is ‘‘Les 
Miserables.’’ My wife and I have seen it 
twice—once in New York, once here in 
Washington. And now the movie. 
There’s a very haunting song in ‘‘Les 
Miserables,’’ a song by Marius, one of 
the chief people in that musical, Victor 
Hugo’s ‘‘Les Miserables,’’ and it’s 
called, ‘‘Empty Chairs and Empty Ta-
bles.’’ And he says, ‘‘There’s a grief 
that can’t be spoken, there’s a pain,’’ 
and it goes on and on, ‘‘Empty chairs 
and empty tables where my friends will 
live no more.’’ 

We have empty chairs and empty ta-
bles. A third of this generation has 
been killed by abortion. You look to 
your left, you look to your right in a 
classroom or at a diner, there are miss-
ing children and now young adults even 
up to the age of 40, since 40 years ago 
Roe v. Wade was handed down. Empty 
chairs, empty tables. And I would add 
to that, empty cribs. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Again, I thank 
the gentleman for your poignant 
words, your passion, your deep belief in 
this. So I think now is the time to let 
the healing begin. Let’s put the past 
behind us. Let’s look forward, march-
ing arm-in-arm with the new civil 
rights movement that these young peo-
ple are the great inheritors of, to say 
that we as a Nation can all stand for 
the beautiful gift of life. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, the 

great Henry Hyde once said, ‘‘Our moment in 
history is marked by a mortal conflict between 
a culture of life and a culture of death. God 
put us in the world to do noble things, to love 
and to cherish our fellow human beings, not to 
destroy them. Today we must choose sides.’’ 

It is so very important that those of us here 
remember that we as Americans, and even 
more so as members of this body, have a 
special stewardship that perhaps no other 
people on Earth have. 

While every human being is called of God to 
make the best difference they can in this life 
for their fellow human beings, in America that 
calling weighs heavier upon us as citizens 
than it does any other people on Earth. Be-
cause this Nation was founded on the timeless 
premise that all men are created equal; with 
the image of God stamped on each soul; with 
the rights to LifE, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness—in that order. 

Yet today marks 40 years of legalized abor-
tion-on-demand in America. Of over 50 million 
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innocent unborn babies slaughtered before 
they see the light of day. 

I both hope and believe that the conscience 
of America has begun to stir. I mourn the 
genocide marked by today’s tragic anniver-
sary, Mr. Speaker. But more than that, I look 
prayerfully forward to the day when the same 
America that rushed into Europe to arrest the 
Nazi holocaust will muster that same courage 
here at home, and future generations of chil-
dren will walk in the sunlight of freedom. May 
it be so, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today we 
as a Nation reflect on the 40th anniversary of 
the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade. 
It is estimated that in the 40 years since that 
fateful decision, 55 million abortions have 
been performed in the United States of Amer-
ica—millions of unique and precious human 
lives ended by the unspeakable tragedy of 
abortion. 

As a matter of morality, history, science, 
reason, and most of all faith, I can come to no 
other conclusion but that every human life be-
gins at conception and every life is worthy of 
protection. We have a sacred responsibility to 
protect the innocent and defend the rights of 
those who are unable to defend themselves. 
The struggle to protect life is truly a struggle 
to change hearts and minds. It requires faith, 
reason, debate, action, and compassion. 

Often we hear that we ought to do some-
thing for the least of these; truly, unborn life is 
the least of these. Let us recognize it. Let us 
hold it precious. Let us live up to our respon-
sibilities from the Creator and grant those yet 
to be born that precious right to life. 

Later this week, thousands of citizens will 
fight for the rights of the unborn by partici-
pating in the March for Life in Washington, 
D.C. Thousands more will march to support 
the inalienable right to life in local events in 
Texas and around the country. I applaud 
those who attend, both in body and spirit, for 
their determination to uphold the sanctity and 
dignity of human life and wholeheartedly sup-
port their efforts. 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the 40th anniversary of the monumental court 
decision Roe v. Wade. 

Since the Supreme Court legalized abortion 
in 1973, 40 years ago today, 54 million abor-
tions have been performed throughout the 
United States. Over 4,000 babies will be 
aborted today alone and over the course of 
2013, 1.4 million children in the United States 
will not be granted the gift of life. 

Mr. Speaker, I am unapologetically pro-life. 
I believe that the miracle of human life begins 
at conception. I believe that every human 
being has the unalienable right to life and that 
this right must be protected by law. 

As a proud member of the Pro-Life Caucus, 
I respect the sanctity of human life in all of its 
stages. Science proves that human beings de-
velop at an astonishingly rapid pace and that 
the life of a child begins long before he or she 
is born into this world. At about 22 days after 
conception, a child’s heart begins to circulate 
his own blood, unique to that of his mother’s 
and his heartbeat can be detected on 
ultrasound. 

Americans have a proud tradition of stand-
ing up and fighting for those who can’t fight for 
themselves. As a woman, a wife, a mother of 
two children, and as the Representative of 
Alabama’s Second Congressional District, I’m 
committed to fighting for the unborn. 

Recently, my home state of Alabama be-
came the fifth state in the Nation to pass a 
measure banning abortions after 20 weeks, 
which is the point where unborn children can 
feel pain. I applaud the Alabama Legislature 
for taking such a strong stance on abortion 
and for protecting those who do not have a 
voice. 

As the 113th Congress begins, I will con-
tinue to do everything in my power to fight for 
the unborn, prevent taxpayer money from 
funding abortions, and protect our democratic 
system from the encroachment of an all-pow-
erful judiciary. 

Mr. Speaker, today is a time to celebrate 
the miracle of life and mourn those whose 
lives were unjustly ended. Let us use the 40th 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade as an occasion to 
reaffirm our beliefs and vow to fight for the life 
of every child. 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
today we remember the children who have 
died as a direct result of the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Roe v. Wade, and Doe v. Bolton, 
which were decided 40 years ago today. 

In the 40 years since that terrible day, my 
wife, Sandy, and I have been blessed with six 
children. It has been our privilege to raise 
them and watch them grow and mature, and 
three of our children are now married and 
have begun to have children of their own. 
Sandy and I now have eight beautiful grand-
children, and each of them have unique tal-
ents and personalities. I look forward to wel-
coming more grandchildren and great grand-
children into our family in the future. 

In the 40 years since that terrible day, an 
estimated 55 million innocent children have 
died as a result of abortions performed in the 
United States. In 2011 alone, Planned Parent-
hood reported performing 333,000 abortions. 
The death of 333,000 children in that one year 
represents more lives lost than if the entire 
population of Orlando, Florida, was suddenly 
extinguished. Over the past 40 years, abortion 
has claimed nearly three times the total popu-
lation of the State of Florida, or the same 
number of people who lived in the Northeast 
United States as of July 1, 2012. 

Life is a gift, and each and every day, I am 
grateful for the gift of my children, and my 
grandchildren. Today, I mourn the loss of the 
55 million children who never had the oppor-
tunity to live and grow and to one day have 
children of their own. I mourn for their families, 
who never had the joy of knowing them. I 
mourn for our nation, which will never benefit 
from the lives and the love of these children, 
who would have been our sisters and broth-
ers, sons and daughters, our friends, and our 
neighbors. 

We must never cease to fight for life, nor 
cease to be grateful for our own. 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the 40th Anniversary of the Su-
preme Court decision of Roe v. Wade. I was 
a senior in high school when the case was de-
cided and I still remember that decision vividly 
today. I could not understand how the Court 
could legalize the stopping of a beating heart 
on demand. I thought it was outrageous then 
and the intervening years since then have 
done nothing to change my opinion. My opin-
ion has been reinforced by the tragic record of 
abortion. Fifty five million innocent children 
have been lost and countless women have 
suffered both mental and physical pain as a 
result of abortion. 

We are a nation of 315 million people. That 
means that over one sixth of our friends, 
neighbors, and family members are not with 
us today because of abortion. Millions of chil-
dren have been denied the right to live their 
own lives, to skin their knees on the play-
ground, to go on their first date, to graduate 
from high school, and to go on to have fami-
lies of their own. All those unique, amazing 
lives were ended before we were even able to 
know them. 

The tragedy of abortion doesn’t stop with 
the loss of so many innocent children. Like 
any medical procedure, abortion can have 
devastating side effects and complications that 
cause pain and suffering. Mental anguish, re-
gret, and other emotional pain can also result 
from abortion. 

It is time for us as a nation to reject such 
a dismal and heartbreaking procedure. It is 
time for us to reject the cold callous indiffer-
ence of abortion that abandons women and 
their precious children. We’re a nation that 
takes care of our own, that protects the most 
innocent and vulnerable among us, and 
stands up for justice for women and children. 
As Roe v. Wade shows, justice does not flow 
from the pen of a judge. Justice comes from 
the loving heart of a human being and from 
the natural law enshrined in the Declaration of 
Independence. ‘‘We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.’’ 
Today, let us continue the fight for Life and 
justice for all Americans and especially for un-
born children and their mothers. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I solemnly rise 
today in memory of more than 50 million inno-
cent lives who were lost as a result of the Roe 
v. Wade decision that was handed down 40 
years ago today. 

As Americans, we have a moral obligation 
to protect the rights of the unborn, and to pro-
tect the sanctity of life. 

That is why I was proud to cosponsor two 
pieces of legislation that would prohibit the 
hard-earned dollars of taxpayers that make up 
family planning grants from being awarded to 
any entity that performs abortions. 

Introduced by Rep. DIANE BLACK and Rep. 
MARSHA BLACKBURN, these bills will prohibit 
hundreds of millions of federal taxpayer dollars 
from subsidizing large abortion providers such 
as Planned Parenthood. 

As a Christian, a father, and a Member of 
the Pro-Life Congressional Caucus, I am 
deeply committed to preserving our nation’s 
traditional family values and will always be a 
strong advocate for policies that value the 
sanctity of life. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 325, NO BUDGET, NO PAY 
ACT OF 2013 
Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 

on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–2) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 39) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 325) to ensure the com-
plete and timely payment of the obli-
gations of the United States Govern-
ment until May 19, 2013, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 
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