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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
we are all still reeling from the sense-
less violence that was perpetrated on
the community of Boston. I live a long
way from Boston; but, like many
Americans, I'm trying to make sense of
the senseless.

How can someone so cowardly Kkill
with such randomness—targeting inno-
cent people who just wanted to enjoy a
great American tradition in a great
American city?

Last night, I read a Boston Globe ar-
ticle about the attack. Two runners, a
father and a daughter, were in the 26th
mile when they heard the explosions.
Natalie Stavas’ immediate reaction
was to run to the scene, as depleted as
she was, leaping over a barricade. The
police then yelled at her to stop, but
she yelled back, “I’'m a pediatric doc-
tor; you have to let me through.” She
began to tend to the wounded. Her fa-
ther, Dr. Joe Stavas, noticed that the
other runners were quickly growing
cold. He tended to an elderly man who
had no pulse and who was experiencing
hypothermia.

Both Natalie and Joe are Nebras-
kans—good Americans who reacted
with great selflessness in the midst of
great tragedy.

———
THE WHITE RIBBON CAMPAIGN

(Mr. MAFFEI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, Vera
House, which is based in Syracuse in
my central New York district has been
working to end domestic violence in
the area for 35 years. Each year, we
come together during the White Ribbon
Campaign to show our support for Vera
House’s important work.

Vera House provides critical re-
sources for victims of sexual violence
in central New York. It ensures that
all victims and families receive the
care, counseling, and advocacy they
need and deserve. It offers shelter serv-
ices, counseling for children and adult
survivors of rape and sexual abuse, and
it offers violence preservation edu-
cation.

Vera House and many organizations
like it across the country need our con-
tinued support. An estimated 1.3 mil-
lion people are victims of domestic vio-
lence every year—men and women who
are straight, gay, transgender, as well
as so many children. Nearly 7.8 million
women have been raped by an intimate
partner at some point in their lives.

Mr. Speaker, each year, Vera House
serves about 1,050 survivors of sexual
assault, domestic violence, and other
crimes. Vera House’s counseling pro-
gram helps over 700 impacted by do-
mestic or sexual violence. The White
Ribbon Campaign asks people to wear a
white ribbon as a symbol of awareness
and solidarity with all those affected
by domestic violence.
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TAX REFORM

(Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, today is a very important day
to us.

Monday, April 15, was tax day.

Our Tax Code is way too big, way too
complicated, way too confusing, and
way too costly. Americans spend a
combined 6.7 billion hours on their
taxes every year, and they pay a com-
bined total of $168 billion just to com-
ply with tax rules. Now, I’ve run a busi-
ness all my life. I know full well the
burdens of tax regulation: it slows hir-
ing; it slows productivity; and it slows
growth. Our Tax Code is a 70,000-page
spiderweb that is unfairly trapping
American workers, American families,
and American businesses as well as the
American economy; and it’s time to set
them free.

Today, April 18, is tax freedom day.

Look, it’s time for us to simplify the
rules, to lower the rates, to close the
loopholes. A fairer, freer, simpler Tax
Code will allow all taxpayers to save
money, will let our economy thrive,
and will allow new jobs to flourish;
and, in the end, all America wins.
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PROTECT PRIVACY RIGHTS

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to explain my ‘no’” vote on
CISPA. There’s no doubt that Congress
must act to improve cybersecurity and
combat ongoing cyber threats, but we
should never legislate out of fear or
sacrifice essential rights, such as pri-
vacy, in the name of security.

Despite improvements, the bill con-
tains unacceptable threats to privacy
and lacks adequate safeguards and ac-
countability. I am opposed to allowing
private companies to share personal in-
formation with other companies and
the government without making rea-
sonable efforts to remove personally
identifiable information. If Congress
does not require companies to make
these efforts, they will not do so.

In addition, private entities will op-
erate with immunity under this legis-
lation, and the people I represent will
have no recourse should their privacy
be violated. The changes made to the
bill did not address this underlying
problem, and I could not vote for it.

We can fix these shortcomings, and
we should. Let’s improve cybersecurity
and protect the privacy rights of the
people we are so honored to represent.

———
REMEMBERING BARBARA WILLKE

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, it’s with
a heavy heart that I rise today to
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mourn the loss of a dear friend, Mrs.
Barbara Willke of Cincinnati, Ohio.
She, along with her husband, Dr. Jack
Willke, cofounded Cincinnati Right to
Life. She died peacefully at the age of
90 this past Sunday and leaves behind
her husband, 6 children, 20 grand-
children, and several foster children.

During the early years of the na-
tional debate on abortion, she recog-
nized the injustice of abortion on de-
mand and held steadfastly to her belief
that life is a gift from God.

I first met Barb and her husband,
Jack, nearly 35 years ago and have
worked closely with them to protect
innocent unborn children ever since.
For 8 years, I worked with the Willkes
on legislation to ban the horrific prac-
tice of partial-birth abortion. With
their significant help and influence,
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act
passed Congress, was signed into law
by President Bush, was upheld by the
United States Supreme Court by a 54
vote, and is now the law of the land.

Despite Barb’s passing, her legacy
and good works will live on. God bless
Barbara Willke.

——
NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of the National
Day of Silence and introduced a Na-
tional Day of Silence resolution earlier
today. This is the day in which stu-
dents from around the country rise to
show their solidarity with gay, lesbian,
transgender, and bisexual students who
suffer abuse and harassment and are
bullied solely because of their sexual
orientation and gender identity.

I will use this 1-minute speech to ob-
serve a moment of silence to let all of
those children know that I stand with
them, that they are not alone, and that
it gets better.

——
REMEMBERING BARBARA WILLKE

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I
stand before you today with great sad-
ness. This weekend, the movement on
behalf of life lost a passionate leader,
Barbara Willke. For over four decades,
Barbara and her husband, Dr. John
Willke, were an unstoppable force for
life. They joined together to author
books, craft teaching materials, and
give lectures in 64 countries, all to pro-
mote faith and sanctity of life. In 1971,
they founded Right to Life of Greater
Cincinnati, one of the first organiza-
tions of its kind. This life-loving orga-
nization continues to thrive in no
small part due to their efforts over the
years.

In addition to being a pioneer of the
pro-life movement, Barbara was a
nurse, a mother, a foster parent, a
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grandmother, and devoted wife. She
and John would have celebrated their
656th wedding anniversary this summer.
Barbara’s influence lives on through
the lives she touched, especially those
she protected. It’s my honor to be one
of the many people who will keep her
legacy alive by defending our most vul-
nerable, the unborn, as she did for so
many years.

God bless Barbara Willke, and may
she rest in peace.

CLIMATE CHANGE THREATENS
COLORADO RIVER

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as a member of the Safe Climate
Caucus. Earlier this week, American
Rivers published its annual list of the
country’s most-threatened rivers. Pri-
marily because of over allocation, the
Colorado River is at the top of that
list. That is a challenging place to be.

Across our region, 34 million people
rely on the Colorado River for drinking
water. That includes cities like Las
Vegas, Los Angeles, and Phoenix. The
Colorado River snakes through the
Grand Canyon and is truly the life-
blood of Arizona, and that’s why I con-
tinue to advocate for Federal solutions
to threats from uranium mining and
other sources of contamination.

But the real and most serious threat
to the health of the Colorado River is
climate change, and that should not be
ignored. Scientists predict that cli-
mate change will reduce the Colorado
River’s flow by up to 30 percent by 2050,
threatening all those communities and
resources, including recreation and ag-
riculture.

We need proactive solutions. We need
strategies to manage and mitigate cli-
mate change and the impacts of cli-
mate change. The majority has to deal
with this question. It cannot be ig-
nored. The Safe Climate Caucus is
challenging the majority to floor de-
bate on climate change. We look for-
ward to that opportunity; and for the
sake of the Colorado River, that debate
needs to happen.

——
EXPLOSION IN WEST, TEXAS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
was around 8 p.m. last night, as the sun
was setting, when in the historically
Czech community of West, Texas, fami-
lies were finishing up supper and wind-
ing down the day. Suddenly the tiny
town of 2,600 was shaken by a massive
explosion at the nearby fertilizer plant,
equivalent to 2.3 on the Richter scale.
The fiery blast was so strong that it
was described by West Mayor Tommy
Muska ‘like a nuclear bomb going
off.”
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My daughter and her family were in
church in Mexia, Texas, about 50 miles
away, when they felt the shock. In
fact, three firefighters from Mexia
took off then and were headed straight
for the town of West. Homes were set
ablaze and flattened to the Earth. The
senior citizens home has disappeared.
Many citizens in the town were trapped
in their homes. Others were stranded
on the streets, covered with blood and
no place to go.

When disaster struck, first respond-
ers, firefighters, EMS volunteers, and
citizens traveled from all over Texas,
headed to the town of West. For those
of us in Texas, this is not a surprise.
Texans always take care of Texans. In
fact, so many firefighters came to West
that officials said there were too many,
and no more assistance was needed.

Mr. Speaker, hundreds of people are
injured. Up to 70 are feared dead. Many
are unaccounted for as the police go
door to door looking for survivors. So
as the misty rain settles on the town of
West, our prayers go out to the people
of this wonderful community.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in honor of the National Day of Si-
lence. Tomorrow is the 16th year we’ve
commemorated the National Day of Si-
lence, a time when students across the
country remain silent for the whole
day to draw attention to the discrimi-
nation toward their LGBT peers. The
National Day of Silence is important
for many reasons—to let our youth
know they’re not alone, that there are
plenty of people ready to support them
just the way they are.

As my constituent, Heidi Dimas, a
senior at Pajaro Valley High School
puts it:

The National Day of Silence is important
to me because it is a day when you see all
the support for the silent ones and that no-
body is alone in anything.

I’'m proud of my constituents who are
calling for a stop to harassment of
LGBT individuals. I am particularly
proud of my constituents in
Watsonville and from the Pajaro Val-
ley High School for hosting the 16th
Annual Queer Youth Leadership
Awards.

Though many LGBT advocates and
their allies are silent tomorrow, we in
Congress must never be silent. It is our
job to speak for those who cannot
speak for themselves. Another of my
constituents, Molly Schrank, from Al-
ternative Family Education in Santa
Cruz said it best:

The National Day of Silence is important
to me because sometimes silence speaks
louder than words.
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DISABLED VETERANS RED TAPE
REDUCTION ACT

(Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York. Mr. Speaker, no one should
fight for their country, only to return
home and have to fight their govern-
ment. But that’s exactly what’s hap-
pening with over a million disabled
veterans today who are waiting far too
long to have their claims processed by
the VA.

There are, right now, thousands of
folks in my home State of New York
and in the Hudson Valley who are wait-
ing, on average, over 400 days to have
their claims processed. That’s a year
and a half. That’s wrong, and we can do
better by our veterans.

I met one veteran recently named
Edward Kackos. Ed served his country
in Vietnam. He came home. He filed a
disability claim just in February 2011.
But that was 800 days ago, and Ed’s
still waiting for an answer. He said to
me recently, ‘““‘Sean, I just need an an-
swer so I can decide whether I'm going
to have to sell my house, because I
don’t want to have it foreclosed.”

Think about how disgraceful that is.
We need to give him an answer sooner,
and there’s a solution.

I recently introduced the Disabled
Veterans Red Tape Reduction Act. This
is a simple idea that would allow vet-
erans to go to doctors outside the VA
system to get their claims processed,
and it would speed it up.

But this program is at risk right
now, a program that 20 percent of all
veterans use, because the last Congress
failed to reauthorize it.

I urge my colleagues to support this
measure for another 5 years.

———

LET’S HELP SMALL BUSINESSES

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today I have introduced two bills to
help small businesses. We all like to
talk about how small businesses are
the engine of our economy, and that’s
because that is true. That’s why I have
introduced the Help Entrepreneurs Cre-
ate American Jobs Act, which is a bi-
partisan bill, to double the deduction
for startup expenses to encourage en-
trepreneurs to start a business and cre-
ate jobs.

I’'ll also introduce the Fairness and
Transparency in Contracting Act to en-
sure that only small businesses, actual
small businesses, receive Federal small
business contracts.

Mr. Speaker, these bills are the least
that we can do to give our economy a
shot in the arm.
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