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morning, the Marathon takes place, 
families gather, and again, America 
faces another tragedy. 

Last week, family members from 
Newtown came to the Hill to lobby 
Congress, to ask Congress what the 
President of the United States has 
asked of us, both in the State of the 
Union and in his two trips up to Con-
necticut. 

What the President has said is: how-
ever you feel about the issue of gun vi-
olence, however you feel about the Sec-
ond Amendment, we deserve a vote, 
both in the other body, in the Senate, 
and here, on the floor of the House of 
Representatives; a vote not only for 
the 20 children and six teachers and ad-
ministrators who died in that tragedy 
on December 14, but for people in Tuc-
son and Aurora and on virtually every 
street in cities all across America 
where we have seen this needless and 
senseless violence take place. Patriots’ 
Day, another act of violence. 

Strides are being made in the United 
States Senate. Compromise is being of-
fered on something that 92 percent of 
the American people agree with: uni-
versal background checks, universal 
background checks to keep guns out of 
the hands of terrorists. 

The United States of America is cur-
rently mocked by Adam Gadahn, an 
American al Qaeda on the FBI’s Most 
Wanted List, who taunts America and 
says this, and you can see it on 
BuzzFeed: 

America is absolutely awash with easily 
attainable firearms, large-capacity clips. 
You can get them, even without any identi-
fication. 

This from the most wanted on the 
FBI list. 

We need to vote in the United States 
Congress. If these young children had 
the courage to go after their assailant, 
if the teachers stepped in the way to 
protect, does Congress have the will 
and the courage to stand up and merely 
do what it was elected to do? Cast a 
vote in both Chambers. Cast a vote on 
behalf of the American people. Cast a 
vote on behalf of these children, on be-
half of these parents who have come 
here to beseech the United States Con-
gress only to do its responsibility, to 
do what we take the oath of office for. 

Ninety-two percent of the American 
people believe that we need universal 
background checks. We have to make 
sure that our bodies, both the Senate 
and the House, take up this legislation. 
In the aftermath of yet another trag-
edy, on Patriots’ Day, the most patri-
otic thing we can do is vote. 

f 

b 1030 

AWARDING THE CONGRESSIONAL 
GOLD MEDAL TO PROFESSOR 
MUHAMMAD YUNUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, for cen-
turies, we have lauded the achieve-

ments of great entrepreneurs, whether 
the automobile industry of Henry Ford 
or the iPhone of Steve Jobs. Business 
was the province of people with money. 
As the old cynical joke goes, banks 
would loan money only to people who 
don’t need it. 

So throughout the world, and espe-
cially in the post-colonial developing 
world, the chance of escaping poverty 
and living a dignified life seemed an 
impossible dream for millions and mil-
lions. One person has helped transform 
the dream into a possibility—in fact, a 
reality—of family sufficiency for peo-
ple all over the planet. 

When the Nobel Committee awarded 
Dr. Muhammad Yunus and the finan-
cial institution he created, the 
Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, the 
Nobel Peace Prize a few years back, the 
Committee made the award for ‘‘their 
efforts to create economic and social 
development from below.’’ I’ll phrase it 
differently. Muhammad Yunus and 
Grameen Bank received the award for 
treating people with dignity and giving 
millions around the world hope. 

Today, in the rotunda here at the 
U.S. Capitol, we honor Dr. Yunus with 
the Congressional Gold Medal. Muham-
mad Yunus has shown us being a vi-
sionary does not mean promoting the 
impractical or the impossible. Unlike 
some economic theories advanced over 
centuries, Dr. Yunus’ theories have 
been proven to work. To date, the 
Grameen Foundation and the bank and 
its partners have helped 9.4 million of 
the world’s poorest people receive 
microloans. The bank has given loans 
of a few dollars to millions to those 
who, by traditional standards, are not 
worthy of credit. 

His idea of a socially conscious busi-
ness focused on serving the poor flew in 
the face of conventional economic the-
ory and certainly in the face of exist-
ing banking practice. But it worked. 
Recipients paid back the loans and got 
ahead financially. 

The Grameen Foundation’s financial 
outreach to people living below the 
poverty level has been life-altering for 
women in Nigeria and Haiti and Cam-
bodia and Peru. Dr. Yunus has inspired 
similar local efforts in dozens of na-
tions, including our own. His life and 
work are a testament to the difference 
a single person can make here on 
Earth. 

Dr. Yunus’ legacy will be measured 
not simply by the many awards he has 
won over his career, such as we honor 
him with today, but by the current and 
future generations of people who will 
travel the road from poverty to success 
and sufficiency because of Dr. Yunus’ 
vision and commitment. He believes 
that we have the power to end pov-
erty—not just to alleviate it, but end 
it—and we should take him seriously. 
Muhammad Yunus is showing us how. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in giv-
ing Dr. Yunus congratulations on re-
ceiving the Congressional Gold Medal 
today, and join me in giving thanks to 
him for making many, many lives 
around the world better. 

WVON RADIO’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. I 
rise to congratulate WVON Radio on 50 
years of broadcasting. 

On April 1, 1963, WVON Radio in Chi-
cago, Illinois, was launched, and since 
that time has gone from being ‘‘the 
voice of the Negro’’ to ‘‘the voice of the 
Nation.’’ 

WVON began when two brothers, 
Leonard and Phil Chess, the owners of 
a successful music business, Chess 
Records, with a plentiful supply of 
local music under their banner such as 
Muddy Waters, Lil’ Howlin’ Wolf, 
Jimmy Reed, and others, needed a way 
to express their music. Therefore, the 
brothers bought WHFC–1450 AM, a 
1,000-watt station licensed in Cicero, Il-
linois. 

On April 1, 1963, WVON hit the air-
waves in Chicago with a group of hand-
picked personalities: Franklin McCar-
thy, E. Rodney Jones, Herb Kent, Wes-
ley South, and Pervis Spann. They be-
came known as ‘‘The Good Guys.’’ Ric 
Ricardo, Bill ‘‘Butterball’’ Crane, Ed 
Cook, Joe Cobb, Roy Wood, Ed Malo-
ney, Bill ‘‘Doc’’ Lee, Don Cornelius, 
Richard Pegue, Isabel Joseph Johnson, 
Cecil Hale, and McKee Fitzhugh even-
tually joined the roster. 

Under the direction of the station’s 
general manager, Lucky Cordell, and 
its ‘‘Ambassador of Goodwill,’’ 
Bernadine C. Washington, The Good 
Guys held black radio listeners hostage 
in Chicago for a number of years. It be-
came the hottest station in the mar-
ket. Not only did it convey music, it 
also conveyed public information, pub-
lic events, and what was going on. It 
was the voice during the civil rights 
movement, and individuals were often 
given the opportunity to speak. Dr. 
Martin Luther King was interviewed by 
Leslie South, as well as Elijah Muham-
mad and others. 

These personalities became so infor-
mational and influential that during 
the riots after the death of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, they called for calm and 
peace. And people began to listen to 
them. They were very influential 
throughout what was called the civil 
rights movement, and individuals often 
went to them. 

They also had a relationship with 
Berry Gordy in Detroit, when he 
formed Motown Records; and every 
time a record would come out, he 
would send it to the WVON station be-
fore sending it anyplace else. 

WVON actually was instrumental in 
electing Harold Washington, the first 
black mayor of Chicago. Lou Palmer, 
who had a radio series called ‘‘Lou’s 
Notebook,’’ had a slogan: ‘‘We shall see 
in ’83.’’ And that became the rallying 
cry. It was also instrumental in elect-
ing Carol Moseley Braun to the United 
States Senate, electing Barack Obama 
to the United States Senate, and ulti-
mately electing Barack Obama Presi-
dent of the United States of America. 
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Always more than a radio station, it 

belonged to the community and was 
the heart of the community. So I con-
gratulate Melody Spann Cooper and all 
of those who have made WVON what it 
is today: the voice of the Nation. 

Congratulations to WVON Radio on fifty 
years of broadcasting. 

Mr. Speaker, On April 1, 1963, WVON 
Radio in Chicago, Illinois was launched and 
since that time has gone from being ‘‘the voice 
of the negro’’ to ‘‘the voice of the Nation.’’ 
WVON began when two brothers, Leonard 
and Phil Chess, the owners of Chess 
Records, a successful record company with a 
plentiful supply of local music talent under 
their banner, such as Muddy Waters, Lil’ 
Howlin Wolf, Jimmy Reed and others, who 
needed an outlet for their music. Therefore, 
the brothers bought WHFC–1450 AM, a 1000 
watt station licensed in Cicero, Illinois. 

On April 1, 1963, WVON hit the airwaves in 
Chicago with a group of hand-picked personal-
ities: Franklin McCarthy, E. Rodney Jones, 
Herb Kent, Wesley South, and Pervis Spann. 
They became known as ‘‘The Good Guys’’ 
and Ric Ricardo, Bill ‘‘Butterball’’ Crane, Ed 
Cook, Joe Cobb, Roy Wood, Ed Maloney, Bill 
‘‘Doc’’ Lee, Don Cornelius, Richard Pegue, 
Isabel Joseph Johnson, Cecil Hale, and 
McKee Fitghugh eventfully joined the roster. 
Under the direction of the station’s general 
manager, Lucky Cordell, and its ‘‘Ambassador 
of Good Will’’, Bernadine C. Washington, The 
Good Guys held Black Chicago captive for 
more than a decade and ranked consistently 
in the top five of the most listened to stations 
in the market. 

The power of WVON went beyond the Chi-
cago market. Berry Gordy, the founder of 
Motown Records had a special arrangement 
with WVON that every song he produced 
would be sent immediately to WVON before 
any other station. WVON was so powerful that 
it produced airplay in other markets, which im-
pacted the overall sales and success of the 
project. 

WVON has always been more than a radio 
station. During a time when Blacks were ac-
tively involved in the civil rights movement, 
WVON was the voice of information for local 
and national affairs. During the riots that fol-
lowed the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
WVON on-air personalities were there to lift 
the tension that had erupted in neighborhoods 
across the city. They pleaded for calmness. 

Following the death of Chess in 1969, the 
family decided to sell WVON to George Gil-
lette (heir to the Shaving Products Company) 
and to Potter Palmer (heir to Palmer house) 
who formed Globetrotter Communications. 

Their first order of business was to take 
WVON from 1450 frequency to 5,000 watt 
1390 signal, which would improve their cov-
erage of Chicago. The 1450 frequency was 
left dormant. 

In 1977, Globetrotter Communications sold 
WVON to the Gannett Company, whose major 
holdings were in print media. Gannett had pur-
chased an FM station in Chicago which be-
came known as WGCI. In 1979, Wesley South 
and Pervis Spann formed Midway Broad-
casting Corporation and purchased the license 
for the 1450 AM frequency. 

Their station WXOL premiered in August of 
1979 and remains one of the few minority- 
owned stations in the market. WVON became 
a mixed music/talk radio station and with Wes-

ley South, the hotline show in the evening with 
journalist Lu Palmer doing a notebook series 
called ‘‘Lou’s notebook.’’ Lou spearheaded the 
election of Harold Washington as Chicago’s 
first Black mayor with the slogan, ‘‘We Shall 
See in ’83.’’ 

Upon the urging of Wesley South,a radio 
talk show pioneer, WVON changed to a talk 
format and has never looked back. It has been 
instrumental in not only electing Harold Wash-
ington as Chicago’s first Black mayor, but also 
in electing Carol Mosley Braun, U.S. Senator; 
Barack Obama, United States Senator; and 
Barack Obama, President of the United States 
of America. 

WVON’s current line-up of hosts are some 
of the best in the Nation: Cliff Kelly, called the 
governor of talk radio; Matt McGill; Perry 
Small; Reverend Al Sharpton; Saleem 
Muwakil; Kendall Moore; Dr. Leon Finney; and 
from time to time, Pam Morris, Dr. Terry 
Mason, and countless others who buy time 
like Garfield Major, talking to the people. 

Congratulations to Melody Spann Cooper 
and all of those who have helped to make 
WVON Radio what it is today. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 37 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Rabbi Robert Silvers, Congregation 
B’Nai Israel, Boca Raton, Florida, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we children of human-
ity pray to You by many names, but in 
our hearts we all know You as One. 
Your unity creates the common bond 
between us and is our common bond 
with You. And though Your absolute 
truth eludes us, nonetheless we strive 
to be more like You and to carry out 
Your will for humanity: that we live 
together in peace. 

And though some seek to disrupt the 
peace and deprive us of our very lives, 
as we witnessed in Boston, we pray, O 
God, that their actions be thwarted and 
that You continue to shelter us with 
Your canopy of peace. Send healing of 
body and soul, O God, to the victims of 
this act of terror, to our Nation, and to 
all who grieve with them. Keep forever 
in Your loving embrace the souls of 
those who lost their lives. 

We pray that those who do harm be 
brought to justice and that You, O God, 
instill in all peoples everywhere a love 
of humanity and a respect for each and 
every human being created in Your di-
vine image. 

Help us, O God, to realize that each 
of us holds a glimpse of something 

greater; though created mortal and fal-
lible, we need Your gifts of wisdom and 
patience to find partners, even in sur-
prising and unlikely places, with whom 
we must work together to benefit our 
country and our world. 

We turn to You, Source of Peace, to 
inspire and support the leaders of our 
Nation to find accord even in these 
times of challenge. May it be Your will 
that in recognizing the Unity of the Di-
vine, they will strive to foster a similar 
unity among themselves for the sake of 
this great Nation. 

Joining together, we say the Hebrew 
word affirming faith; faith in each 
other, continued faith in humanity, 
and faith in the Holiness beyond us. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LANKFORD) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LANKFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING RABBI ROBERT 
SILVERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DEUTCH) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I’m proud 

to have the opportunity to welcome 
one of my constituents, Rabbi Robert 
Silvers, of the Congregation B’Nai 
Israel in Boca Raton, Florida, as he of-
fered the opening prayer here today. He 
is a leader in the Jewish community in 
south Florida. His life epitomizes the 
Jewish tradition of tikkun olam— 
bettering the world. 

Rabbi Silvers’ impact is felt well be-
yond the 1,200 families of Congregation 
B’Nai Israel, with pastoral work and 
care that he provides not only to his 
own congregation but also to the great-
er local community as a volunteer 
chaplain for the Palm Beach County 
Sheriff’s Office. He has served as presi-
dent of the Palm Beach County Board 
of Rabbis and as president of the Great-
er Boca Raton Religious Leaders Asso-
ciation, an interfaith coalition of cler-
gy. Rabbi Silvers has been involved in 
education and interfaith dialogue 
throughout south Florida. 

I’m proud to call Rabbi Silvers and 
his wife, Ava, friends. I welcome them 
and all of his congregants who watched 
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