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would win World War II. Eighty pilots
took off that day. Four of them are
still alive. They had their last reunion
this week.

I ask my colleagues to support H.R.
1209, which will give a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Doolittle Raiders
and give them one final honor before
their final flight home.

TRAGEDY IN BOSTON

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HORSFORD. Yesterday was a
tragic day. In our thoughts and prayers
are those who lost their lives or were
injured during the Boston Marathon, as
well as the families and friends of those
affected. The character of our country
was reflected in the Boston police and
firefighters, the first responders, the
nurses and the medical providers, the
people donating blood, the residents of-
fering shelter and care, the thousands
praying for healing, and everyone open-
ing their doors in Boston to care for
those in need.

Today, we are all Bostonians. There
are no words to console those who have
lost loved ones, but Congress will assist
those in Boston and Massachusetts in
any way possible. As we await answers,
we will continue to make emergency
preparedness, responsiveness, and car-
ing for those in need a priority.

————
TRAGEDY IN BOSTON

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MESSER. I rise on behalf of Indi-
ana’s Sixth Congressional District to
express our condolences to the victims
of yesterday’s bombing in Boston. The
thoughts and prayers of every Amer-
ican are with those who were Kkilled
and maimed by this unspeakable hor-
ror. We don’t yet know who turned
what should have been a day of tri-
umph into a day of tragedy. But those
whose lives have been forever changed
by this terror should know that their
government will not rest until the re-
sponsible are brought to justice.

May God bless the victims, comfort
their families, and continue to watch
over the United States of America.

—————

CHARLES YOUNG BUFFALO
SOLDIERS NATIONAL MONUMENT

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. I would like to join
with my fellow Ohioans to thank Presi-
dent Obama and Secretary Salazar for
the designation of the Charles Young
Buffalo Soldiers National Monument in
Wilberforce, the great State of Ohio.
This monument recognizes the legacy
of Charles Young and the proud tradi-
tions of African Americans in our mili-
tary over the last nearly 150 years.
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I join my good friend Marsha
Bayless, mayor of Xenia, Ohio, who is
in D.C. today, because we believe that
it is a great honor for our community
that the home of this outstanding
American, the first African American
to reach the rank of colonel, be recog-
nized and honored. I urge the House to
wholeheartedly support the President’s
efforts to preserve the American herit-
age through the Antiquities Act.

—————
KING-THOMPSON PROPOSAL
THREATENS SECOND AMEND-

MENT RIGHTS

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my concern and oppo-
sition to legislation introduced today
in the House of Representatives by
Representatives PETER KING and MIKE
THOMPSON. This bill, which mirrors a
recent Senate proposal to expand back-
ground checks, holds threats to our
Second Amendment rights while doing
little to address the underlying prob-
lems behind violent crimes. As thou-
sands of Montanans have shared with
me, expanding Washington bureauc-
racy and restricting the rights of law-
abiding citizens is the wrong approach.
This is the number one issue I hear
about from my great State.

As a fifth-generation Montanan and
lifelong sportsman, I am deeply com-
mitted to protecting the rights that
thousands of Montanans lawfully exer-
cise every day. We recognize that the
Second Amendment is not about hunt-
ing. It is about freedom. That’s why I
joined my colleague, Representative
STEVE STOCKMAN, in the calling of the
House to block any proposal to under-
mine the Second Amendment; and I
will continue to fight against any pro-
posals, whether in the House or the
Senate, that threaten Montanans’ Sec-
ond Amendment rights.

STANDING WITH BOSTON

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KUSTER. In the wake of yester-
day’s tragedy in Boston, I come to the
floor with a very heavy heart. In the
days and weeks to come, we’ll remem-
ber those we lost and those who were
injured. We’ll remember where we were
when we first heard the news, and we’ll
remember how a cowardly act of vio-
lence shattered a beautiful Boston day.

But we’ll also remember the extraor-
dinary heroism that we saw in Boston
yesterday. In the immediate aftermath
of the explosion, when every human in-
stinct tells you to seek safety and to
run away, our fearless first responders
ran toward danger, selflessly putting
themselves in harm’s way to save oth-
ers.

In the worst of that moment, we saw
the best of America. In times of crisis,
we stick together. We take care of one
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another. We put the needs of others be-
fore our own. And no one exemplifies
this more than those brave Americans
who rushed to aid the victims of this
horrific crime.

As law enforcement works to identify
those responsible for these cowardly
acts, I join all Granite Staters in send-
ing my thoughts and prayers to the
victims, their families, and the entire
city of Boston.

————
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TERRORISM IN BOSTON

(Mr. WALDEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the people of Or-
egon’s Second District to offer my
deepest sympathies to the families and
the victims of this senseless act of ter-
rorism in Boston.

Scripture tells us: blessed are those
who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Our prayers go to those who lost loved
ones and to the injured as they recover
so that they may be comforted.

Our thanks go to the first responders
and Good Samaritans who selflessly as-
sisted the victims yesterday. That’s
what Americans do; they help their fel-
low men and women in time of need.
That’s a common bond that unites us.

Boston is the birthplace of the Amer-
ican Revolution, the cradle of liberty
for our Nation. That spirit of freedom
and brotherhood lives on in us as
Americans and brings us closer to-
gether in our grief. As Americans, we
will care for the victims and their fam-
ilies; we will ensure that justice is done
for those behind these cowardly at-
tacks; and we will emerge as a Nation,
stronger than ever before.

———
FAMILY REUNIFICATION

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, as we
begin the much-anticipated discussion
on immigration reform, we have tended
to overlook a critical aspect of it, and
that is called family reunification.

What’s the problem? Family reunifi-
cation has arbitrary caps and major
backlogs. The caps are about 114,000 per
country, and most countries have an
average of 10 years of backlog. They’re
working on 2003 applications. But there
is one country that has had a greater
rate, and that is the Philippines. This
is the saddest example.

The Filipino World War II veterans
were promised full rights for fighting
with us against the Japanese in World
War II. After the war, there was the
Rescission Act of 1946 which took away
that promise. In 1990, we finally made
good on that promise, but we’re proc-
essing 1989 applications to reunify
these families. Many can’t travel any-
more. Many can’t wait. Families are
critical to the success of this country.



H2036

Small businesses are built with fami-
lies, values of unity, caring for elders.
We must keep our promise.

———

BOSTON MARATHON ATTACK

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, on a day
meant to celebrate patriots’ freedom
and personal strength, we witnessed
terror and tragedy. My prayers remain
with the victims and everyone in Bos-
ton. I'm grateful for the first respond-
ers, the medical professionals, and fel-
low citizens who responded so hero-
ically.

We don’t know yet who is responsible
for this terrorist attack. The United
States Government must—and will—
use all tools at its disposal to track
down the perpetrators and hold them
accountable.

This vicious act of terror cannot
stand, and we must remain committed
to the task of combating the scourge of
terrorism no matter where it raises its
ugly head.

The Boston Marathon is a symbol of
so much of what is great about Amer-
ica. It honors personal fortitude and
perseverance. Let it continue to be a
symbol of fortitude and perseverance
for Boston and for our entire Nation.

——————

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
LEGISLATION

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I have been on
this floor yesterday and today, earlier
this morning, to offer my sympathy to
those who lost their lives and suffer in
Boston and say that we are united with
them. But this Congress now is pro-
ceeding on some important business,
and I offer to my colleagues that we
cannot wait to pass legislation on gun
safety and gun violence prevention.

Homicide is the second leading cause
of death for young people ages 15 to 24.
Homicide is the leading cause of death
for many minorities in this country.
82.8 percent of young people who are
killed are killed with a firearm. Every
30 minutes, a child or teenager in
America is injured by a gun. Every 3
hours and 15 minutes, a child or a teen-
ager loses their life to a firearm. And
in 2010, 82 children under 5 years of age
lost their lives due to guns.

We must respond.

I have introduced H.R. 65, which indi-
cates prevention, or a system to pre-
vent children from having access to
guns. Children have accidentally shot
themselves, shot their parents because
guns have been accessible because we
as adults have not been responsible.

As we work across the Houses, it is
important to pass gun violence preven-
tion legislation and do it now. It does
not violate the Second Amendment.
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SENATE IMMIGRATION BILL
STRIKES OUT

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
is three strikes and you’re out for the
Senate’s immigration proposal.

First, it legalizes almost everyone in
the country illegally before the border
is secured. This of course will encour-
age even more illegal immigration.

Second, it puts the interests of for-
eign workers ahead of the interests of
American workers. The immigration
plan allows millions of illegal immi-
grants to compete with American
workers, driving down their wages.

And third, it treats illegal immi-
grants better than those who have
played by the rules and waited their
turn in line to come into the United
States. Illegal immigrants get legal
status immediately. The law abiding,
well, they just have to continue wait-
ing.

I don’t think the American people
are going to give the Senate another
turn at bat.

————

WHAT HAPPENED IN CYPRUS CAN
HAPPEN IN U.S.

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, the indebted-
ness of the United States is reaching
$17 trillion. Just a few weeks ago, Eu-
rope, the entire world, and Americans
shuddered when they saw, in Cyprus,
what took place.

Imagine going to the bank and hav-
ing the door closed. Imagine putting
your ATM card in and not being able to
get funds. Imagine being restricted to
taking $300 a day.

What happened in Cyprus can happen
in the United States.

Remember, also, accounts for people
who worked hard, had invested and put
their accounts and money away. They
came in; and if you had $100,000, the
government skimmed off the top.

Look at President Obama’s proposal
in his budget. Look at his restrictions,
and also taxing and taking from those
who have retired.

The same thing can happen in Amer-
ica that’s happened in other countries.

———

POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AND
RECOVERY SUPPORT ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 1520, the
POW/MIA Accounting and Recovery
Support Act of 2013.

The Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command, or JPAC, is a task force
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within the Department of Defense with
a mission to account for prisoners of
war or those missing in action from all
past conflicts. It’s part of a commit-
ment we have made to these American
heroes, along with their families and
loved ones seeking closure.

As most are aware, the Pentagon re-
cently announced plans to furlough as
many as 800,000 Federal civilian work-
ers in order to achieve spending reduc-
tions under the Budget Control Act.
These workers will be required to take
14 unpaid days off between now and Oc-
tober. As a result, JPAC employees
will have to take at least 1 furlough
day a week, with no exceptions. This
will significantly impact JPAC’s ac-
counting and recovery teams, which
are actually deployed on operations
that last between 35 and 45 days.

The POW/MIA Accounting and Re-
covery Support Act will allow JPAC ci-
vilian employees to continue these
critical missions without unnecessary
disruption or delay. I encourage my
colleagues to join me and Representa-
tive STEPHEN LYNCH in cosponsoring
H.R. 1520.

HEROES AMONG US

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, over 100
Kansans traveled across the country to
take part in the world’s most recog-
nized marathon yesterday in Boston.

We’ve all seen the images of the de-
struction caused by the cowardly acts
of violence. But, Mr. Speaker, what
was not cowardly was the instinct and
immediate reaction of so many first re-
sponders and countless spectators who
were watching their loved ones partake
in the Patriots’ Day tradition.

Cowardly doesn’t describe runners
who passed the finish line after run-
ning 26 miles and immediately, without
hesitation, turning around, running
back to help.

Those heroes include Dr. Chris Rupe
from Salina, Kansas. Chris finished the
race and was only 10 yards away from
the first explosion. Dr. Rupe turned
and ran to help the injured, the way
Kansans do, the way so many Ameri-
cans did.

Mr. Speaker, there is still much to
determine in regards to the details
from yesterday, and we will get those
answers I'm sure of it. What is known
for certain is the bravery and courage
of the American people and Kansans
like Dr. Rupe in emergencies and times
of tragedy like yesterday in Boston.

—
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORTENBERRY). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
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